
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“Make a Difference in Someone’s  
Life Today” 

Authentic, Relationships, Christ-Like 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Until further notice will be online to 
keep people safe and to comply with 

Covid-19 directives  
Sunday Service: Sunday at 10am 

More up to date information may be found 
at our Web Site:  

http://www.firstmethodistonline.org/  
or on our Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/fumcmtp  
 
 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Use the doorbell to notify staff you need 
in or call ahead. 

Phone: (319) 385-1740 
Fax: (319) 385-1745 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Senior Pastor 
pastordave@fumcmtp.org  

 
Debi Ann Roederer/Beth Walker 

office.admin@fumcmtp.org 
 

Debbie Carlson 
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org 

 
Jerry Lalaga, Organist  

 
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 

 
Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 

 
Robert Luth, Custodian  

 
 
 

 

Information for the August 
Messenger is due Monday, July 20th 
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Greetings, 
 
 As I write this, I have just presided over a celebration of life service or as the Hymnal and 
Book of Worship call them, A Service of Death and Resurrection.  At times, it feels as though 
we are in that gap, that time, that space, between death and resurrection.  Everything that we 
thought we knew, everything with which we were “comfortable”, the “innocence” of our age 
seems to have died with this pandemic, with the protests, and now we are not sure.  However, 
I hope and pray that by the time you are reading this, we are in the midst of a resurrection.  
By the time you are reading this, we have returned to in-person worship, it looks different, it 
may feel different, but we are back to being a body. 
 That is the beauty of the Church.  Even though we have been and will continue to be in 
different places as different times, we still continue to find and have life in Christ.  We are 
connected by the Spirit of God that dwells in each of us.  It has seemed as though something 
as died, but like Easter Sunday, we are finding that there is life where we thought only death. 
 In the past 3 to 4 months, we have learned knew ways to gather together.  We have learned 
how important it is for us to see each other face to face.  We have learned that even though we 
may not be in the same space, we can worship together.  That a simple smile can be a bright 
and shining light in a dark world. 
 I am looking forward to the ministry First United Methodist Church is going to be doing in 
the days, months, and years ahead because of the lessons we have learned during this time of 
physical distancing and doing / being the church like we never had before.  Meetings. Wor-
ship, and special events will be available online as well as in-person.  Parts of our worship 
will look new and different for some time.  Yet, through it all, there has been, is, and will con-
tinue to be a consistent foundation of God’s love and grace. 
 As the church and the world “re-open”, please keep yourself healthy, help others to stay 
safe, and may we do it because we continue to stay in love with God. 
 
 
 
Be bold, be strong, 
 
        Pastor Dave 
 
 
 

From  

  Pastor Dave’s       
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(continued from page 3) 
 As a spiritual practice, to don a mask is to proclaim love of neighbor, especially our most vul-
nerable neighbors. In Matthew 25, Jesus implores us to care for “the least of these” and when we 
do so, we are caring for him. 
 Wearing a mask has also become a Micah 6 moment. By humbling oneself and even risking cri-
tique or ridicule by others, one can bear up under people’s stares or remarks knowing their mask 
has become an outward and visible sign of God’s grace working in and through us. Many have 
found that choosing to wear a mask as a spiritual practice has deepened their faith, has improved 
their listening, and increased their commitment to their neighbors during this time of the pandem-
ic. 
 Additionally, wearing a mask is a form of mercy and action in that since we do not know if we 
are asymptomatic or in early stages of the virus and since we do not know if those are around will 
go home to people who are going through chemotherapy, are immunocompromised or are other-
wise medically vulnerable, one’s choice to wear a mask is a way of extending care to those shelter-
ing at home. We home and pray for the time when wearing protective face masks is no longer nec-
essary. But we also hope that these Matthew 25 and Micah 6 lessons God is teaching us through 
this practice of mask-wearing remain an integral part of our life of faith in the Iowa Conference. 
 4. How do you respond to the “have faith not fear” dilemma? 
 When I think of the “have faith not fear” chant, I think of the many times we read the words, 
“Do not fear” in Scripture. But I do not think mask-wearing is about fear over faith; it is more 
about loving our neighbor. The parable of the Good Samaritan comes to my mind in this question. 
This parable is about compassion and sacrifice. It is about the willingness of the Samaritan to go 
out of his way and do what others would not; a willingness to give of his resources to care for an-
other; a willingness to sacrifice his own immediate needs and preferences to consider the good he 
can do immediately before him. 
 
 Midrash Moment 
 Hebrew Bible Scholar, Vanessa Lovelace defines midrash as “a Jewish mode of interpretation 
that not only engages the words of the text, behind the text, and beyond the text, but also focuses 
on each letter, and the words lift unseen by each line.” 
 In a Midrash Moment, one of our Ministry Directors turned to the story of the Good Samaritan 
and offered one group of folks a simple test: “Everybody wear a mask for 5 minutes. Now, remove 
them. Pass your mask down one person. And now put on your neighbors mask.” 
 There were looks of discomfort and hesitation. 
 The Director said, “We cannot see what we cannot see. We do not know what we do not know. 
If you are not comfortable wearing your neighbors mask, you should be uncomfortable breathing 
their air. Also, were any of you worried about passing your mask to your friend, because you might 
have COVID-19, but don’t yet know it? Then protect your friend and ask them not to put on your 
mask.” 
 They continued with the words, “To best protect those around you, you should be committed to 
wearing a mask every time you gather in public spaces. As we walk down the street, enter the 
public square, or come to church, we can easily forget that we are called to be God’s witnesses in 
the world. Wearing masks is one way of being a witness and looking after one another.” 
 At that moment in the meeting, as people consider their own and their neighbor’s mask, one of 
the older gents said, “I guess we are wearing masks people.” 
 To the people of the Iowa Conference, I commend to you the question of Jesus raised in this 
parable “How can we be a neighbor to one who could become a victim of this unseen threat?” 
Those in the room replied, “Be like the ones who show mercy and wear a mask.” Jesus told them, 
“Go and do likewise.” 
 
Please send your questions to: iaumccares@iaumc.org 
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            Please Pray For Healing and Support  
          Up to date as of May 22nd 2020 
 
Please pray for our nation and the world as it deals with 

the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 Sean Maxwell (Duane & Joni Maxwell’s son) who is recovering from 

shingles 
 Carson Harvey & her family (Patty Carson’s Granddaughter) 
 Buzz Bezoni who is recovering from open heart surgery 
 Andrew (nephew of Marci & David Adams) as he faces a recent        

return of some health concerns. 
 Dennis Nellor– healing and peace 
 Sharon Davis-healing & recovery 
 Rosemary Marley for healing and strength. 
 Richard Jensen, cousin of Bruce Hucker as he battles cancer. 
 Judy Reed for healing and strength. 
 Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner for recovery. 
 Our shut-ins who are homebound those in  Care Centers 
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman  
 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world. 
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Together, let us pray for the Church and for the World, 
 
For the Church universal --- its leaders, its members, and it mission… 

 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For the people of this congregation… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For those who suffer and those in trouble… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 

 
For the concerns of this local community… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 
For the world, its peoples, and its leaders… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent Prayer 

By: Rev. Dr. Lanette Plambeck 
 
With the questions regarding reentry and mask-wearing, Bishop Laurie and I thought it would 
be helpful to share with you what is influencing our decision-making process in the Iowa Con-
ference. The purpose of this letter is to respond to four questions local church leadership is 
wrestling with around to mask or not to mask: 
 1. Does mask-wearing help prevent contracting or spreading  COVID-19? 
 Our response is based on learnings from the medical webinars we are attending for the Cri-
sis Response Team which is guiding the Iowa Conference reentry process and recommenda-
tions. These webinars are hosted by medical, epidemiological, a HVAC professionals. One pri-
mary area they are currently aligned in is the importance of mask-wearing during the pandem-
ic. 
 While medical-grade masks can be worn to protect the wearer from getting infected, unless 
there is a medical reason to do so, we ask that you do not use N95 or surgical masks as there 
is a critical shortage of these items for our healthcare workers and first responders. Those who 
are high risk may be advised by their physician to wear a medical-grade mask. 
 You may see several medical reports and epidemiologist updates on how cloth masks and 
non-medical grade masks can be worn to protect others from being infected by the wearer. 
When we talk about mask-wearing at church gatherings large and small, the mask donning is 
to prevent transmission to others, and this is their most important use whether in churches or 
your larger community. If we lower the likelihood of one person infecting another, we are ac-
tively engaged in the reduction of transmission. 
 When you are wearing a mask, your breath works in partnership with your cloth mask to 
trap a large number of these aerosols in the fabric, stopping the aerosols that carry the virus 
from being released into the air. When aerosols are in the air, they are so  minuscule that 
when we inhale the fabric itself cannot prevent the COVID-19 virus from getting through the 
fabric. Wearing a mask lowers the number of aerosols emitted into the air by the one exhaling 
who can unknowingly be an asymptomatic carrier or in the early stages of the disease. Wear-
ing a fabric or non-medical grade mask is about caring for the other; when another wears a 
mask it is their care for you. 
 2. Ugh! Wearing a mask is uncomfortable and annoying. How does our  Christian 
 duty to one another intersect with the recommendation to wear a  mask? 
“Dear friends, let’s love each other, because love is from God, and everyone who  
loves is born from God and knows God.”  1 John 4:7 CEB 
 These words, along with the Great Commandment, along with many other words of scrip-
ture call us to love and care for one another, even at the expense of our personal preferences 
or comfort. From the beginning of the Church, this has been understood as the duty of every 
Christian. This responsibility is important for us to remember amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 The act of wearing a mask, combined with maintaining appropriate distance, is an act of 
love and Christian care. We wear masks not to protect ourselves, but to protect other in the 
even we might have contracted the virus. Non of us would want to expose on of our family 
members when we can take precautions to prevent it.  Even more so, we would not want to 
jeopardize the members of our congregations who are at greatest risk of the virus. This is a 
minor inconvenience when placed next to the sacrifice of Jesus, our Lord. 
 3. Being told to wear a mask feels counter to my rights of liberty and   freedom. 
 As we have listened in on the debate on wearing or not wearing masks, the objections to 
wearing masks tend to be more ideological and emotional than scientifically driven. To not get 
caught in a debate that divides more than unites, we have leaned into what mask-wearing can 
mean as a spiritual practice in this unprecedented time of the pandemic. 
 
( continued on page 11) 
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 2020 Hospitality Team  * = Team Leaders 
 

July Hospitality Team 
  

 
Aric and Alissa Alexander     Curtis and Kathy Alexander 
Jerry & Jean Barker       Kenneth and Frances Barr  
Gloria Bishop         Curtis and Laura Bjork  
Nile and Blair Buffington     Wade and Carol Carpenter  
*Patricia Carson        Amy Decker    
Shirley Glover         Joyce Hanks and Tom Moore 
Alex & Paige Huisman      Peter and Jill Kilbourn  
Jacob Kruse          Linda Kruse    
Susie Kuhens         Gretchen Liechty   
John Leichty         *Ann Mallams     
Melvin and Barbara Messer     Linwood and Judith Miller  
Karen Noble         Irene Norris 
Rich and Jodi Reisdorf      *Karl and Lynn Riley   
John and Jennifer Rode      Carl and Dana Scott   
John and Marilyn Scott      Sheryl Woerdeman   
*Chad and Krystal Zeleny 

Missions! 

 July 1st, will be the star t of  the School Kit for UMCOR 
drive.  School supplies will soon be on sale and the perfect 
time to buy the items needed to fill a school bag.!  This year, 
UMCOR is requesting the following supplies: 
 

Student Kit:  
3 Notebooks - 1 subject spiral 8’x10 ½’     
1 pencil eraser 2” or larger, remove package  
1 pair of student round tip scissors    
1 pencil sharpener 1”, remove package remove package  
1 box of 12 colored pencils             
1 ruler 12” long with metric  
6 unsharpened pencil—no advertising 
1 box of 24 crayons  

 Thank you from your Missions Ministry Team 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION INFORMATION 

 In lieu of Vacation Bible School, the First UMC Christian Education Team is work-
ing toward planning an event to be held at the church in late summer.  The plan-
ning of this event is in the very early stages and more information will be given at 
a later time.                    

We have started planning for fall and will be looking for people to help for one 
week.  If you believe that it is important for children and youth to learn the stories 
of scripture, be able to apply those to their lives, and have fun while doing all of 
that, please assist one week in an area of our rotation.            Thank you!! 

 

Updated Church Protocols: 
 

If you have business in the church, we ask that you come to the North West 
(back) door between 9:00 am-12:00 noon Monday thru Friday and ring the 
doorbell. Someone from the church staff will  admit you.  There is a hand san-
itizing station set up for you to use.  We ask that you help protect the health of 
other’s in our church family by wearing a face mask/covering.  If you do not 
have one of your own, we will provide you with one that you may keep.  
Please try to limit contact with surfaces as much as possible.  Thank you for 
your understanding. 

The Family of Robert Beatty wish to thank eve-
ryone for the many cards, food, memorial gifts 
and love that were shared with them after 
Robert’s death; it was much appreciated. 



5 

8 

  

 
All meetings will be held both in person 
and online unless directed otherwise by 
the committee chair. When meeting in 
person, we will be wearing masks and 
practicing proper distance.  Thank you!  
 
3  -  Friday 
 Independence Day Observed; 
  Offices closed 
 
5 - Sunday  -  Communion Sunday, 
   Please bring your own juice and 
   bread 
 10:00 am    Worship: In person and 
                           Online  
 
7 - Tuesday 
    11:00 am     Staff Meeting 
      5:00 pm     Zoom Outreach/Member/ 
      Guest 
      6:00 pm     Zoom SPRC 
 
10 - Friday 
  10:00 am Card Ministry 
 
12 - Sunday   
 10:00 am Worship: In person and 
      Online  
 
14 - Tuesday 
    11:00 am      Staff Meeting 
      5:30 pm  Zoom Missions 
  6:30 pm      Zoom Trustees 
 
 

17 - Wednesday  
   9:00 am Zoom CCM 
       6:00 pm  Town Hall for Conference 
 
19 - Sunday  -  Noisy Offering   
 10:00 am Worship: In person and 
          Online 
 
20-  Monday - Messenger Deadline 
    6:00 pm Zoom Generosity Team 
 
21 - Tuesday  
 11:00 am  Staff Meeting 
   5:00 pm Zoom Christian Education 
       6:00 pm    Zoom Worship Committee 
 
26 - Sunday—Human Relations Offering   
 10:00 am Worship: In Person and 
          Online  
 
28 - Tuesday  
  11:00 am  Staff Meeting 
        6:00 pm    Zoom Ad Council 
    
 
 
Please note that our schedule is still very 
fluid and subject to change as the church  
transitions with reopening. There will be 
announcements in the weekly Messenger 
or feel free to call the church office for the 
most current information. 
 
Stay Safe! 

1st UMC 

Our Christian Sympathies to the Family of Jeffery (Jane Marie) Dotson  on the death of Jeff’s 

Mother, Jeanette Nancie Dotson on May 29, 2020 at the age of 91.  Jeanette will be dearly missed 

by all who knew her but especially her husband Jack and their children : James/Jim (Rosemary 

Dodtson, John (Barb) Dotson, Janice (Kurt) Odle, Jeffery (Jane Marie) Dotson, Judy (Chris) Ball, 

and Jane (Doug) Boyer. Due to the current restrictions on social gatherings, a private graveside 

service will be held at the Wapello Cemetery on Saturday, June 13 at 10:00 am with a private Cel-

ebration of Life following the Service. 

 

Our Christian Sympathies to the family of Connie Pendell & her Family on thee death of her 

brother, Ronnie Ray Pendell, 64, of New London on Friday, June 5, 2020 at University Hospitals.  

The funeral service for Mr. Pendell will be held at 11:00 am, June 22, 2020 at  Elliott Chapel, New 

London. Visitation will begin at 9 am, with family receiving friends beginning at 10 an. A me-

morial has been established for New London Fire and Rescue. 

 

Our Christian Sympathies to the Family of Ronald Steven Pulse. Ronald, 68, passed away on Sun-

day, June 7, 2020 at his home.  According to his wishes , cremation has been entrusted to the care 

of Murphy Funeral Home of Mt. Pleasant. With a private family graveside service in the Forest 

Home  

Cemetery. A Celebration of Life Service will be held at a later date. 

 

Our Christian Sympathies to Betty & Hugh Miller, on the death of Betty’s father,  John Harold 

Jones, 99 . John  passed away on Friday, June 5th, 2020 at his residence. He is survived by two 

daughters, Mary Clark of Kansas City and Betty Miller of Riverside, IA. John will also be dearly 

missed by many family and friends, including grandchildren, Joe & Bryn Miller and Lacey Mil-

ler. Services were held Wednesday, June 10th in Columbus Junction, IA @ the Salem Welsh Presby-

terian Church. 

 

Our Christian Sympathies to Ed Longnecker & family on the passing of Ed’s wife, Mary E.  

Longanecker, Tuesday, June 9th, 2020. Arrangements are pending at Olson-Powell Memorial  

Chapel in Mt. Pleasant. 

 

Our Christian Sympathies to Rachel Beatty and family on the death of her husband,  

Robert Beatty,  age 90, on Wednesday, June 17, 2020.  A Celebration of Life will be held 11:00AM, 

Monday, June 22, 2020 at the pavilion east of the Old Threshers Grandstand in Mt. Pleasant. Pri-

or to the Celebration of Life, the Family will receive friends from 9:00-11:00AM at the pavilion.  

Burial will follow at the Forest Home cemetery. A Memorial Fund has been established for the First 

United Methodist Church and Hillcrest Family Services. 
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Membership Care 
Do you have any membership care news 
which needs to be shared?  If so, please 
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our 
membership care coordinator.  You may 
reach Debbie via email or by phoning the 
church office. The church office hours are 
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 
3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  Please 
leave a message for Debbie Carlson.   

1 
Diana Collett 

Ann Morehouse 
2  

Jennifer Hunold 
Nancy McGohan 

Judith Miller 
Timothy Taylor 
Nany Tometich 

3 
Tyler Brown 
Linda Heise 

Brooke Johnson 
Julie Liechty 

4 
Ryker Burden 
Gage Goody 

Michael Hampton 
Alex Hickenbottom 

5 
Wuanita Hobbie 
Sara Weschler 

6 
Kylee Adams 

Rhonda Gholson 
William Wilson 

Esther Wonderlich 
7 

Sara Davidson 
Laura Melzer 

8 
Penelope Burns 

Grant Goody 
Gretchen Liechty 

Joyce Miller 
Sarah Wilson 

9 
John Klopdfenstein ll 

Gannon mcNamee 
10 

Roberta Kinney 
 

11 
Susan Clark 

Ethan McGohan 
Kara Muff 

Mary Ruschill 
12 

Dale Campbell 
Richard Tolander 

13 
Keaton Hughell 

Hannah Newman 
Rigsby Residorf 
Crystee Stigge 

14 
15 

Cindy Watson 
16 

Kari Cushion 
Lorilee Glanzman 
Jason Johnston 

Richard McClellan lll 
Richard McNamee 

Kathy Nellor 
17 

Dean Campbell 
Jeffrey Davis 

Rebecca Hagensee 
Sue King 

John  Rode 
Ann Thomas 

18 
Jeffery Bensmiller 

Angela Blint 
19 

Crystal Cole 
Ashley Hobbs 
Paige Kinney 

Helen Snodgrass 
20 

Ellaina McMullin 
Danielle Muhs 

Nicholas Steffens 
21 

Beau Hampton 
Angela Rodgers 

Kathleen Schimmelpfennig 

22 
23 

Patricia Bensmiller 
Aaron Branch 

Garrett Newman 
Nicky Oldt 

24 
Allison Maxwell 

Brady Muff 
Mary Notestein 
Jarrett Wilson 

25 
26 

John Barr 
27 

Laci Parlar 
Amy Pullis 

Nicholas Ridenour 
28 

Christian Bracht-Wagner 
Doyle Dunn 

Melvin Messer 
John Thomas 

29 
Pat Doak 

Isabella Parker 
Jackson Styron 

30 
Danielle Davidson 

Macy Jones 
 

Offerings 

You may continue to make your offerings 
by:. 
1) follow the  Easy Tithe link on the website 

of church Facebook page. 
2) Mail your offering to the church office 
3) Contact Debbie Carlson to set up  auto-

matic payments. 

Finance Update for Month of May 2020   Current Account 

      

Current Account Balance at May 1, 2020:      $              13,245.65  

Receipts:      

Pledged & Non-Pledged Giving         16,236.50   

Proceeds from PPP Loan (for Payroll/Utilities for 2 months)         47,600.00        

Transfer of Prepaid Pledges Balance            
Total May Receipts       63,836.50  

Disbursements for May 2020     (26,287.91)  

Net Receipts in Excess of Disbursements                        

Change in Liability Accounts                             780.16 

Current Account Balance at May 31, 2020                       54,778.61 

Less: Payroll Taxes and Credit Card Balance Due                       (1,059.39) 

Less: PPP Loan                     (47,600.00) 

Less: Apportionments Unpaid for 2020 to Date                     (16,699.00) 

Cash Available at May 31, 2020      $            (10,579.78) 

      

     

Missions:  Missions Account 
Missions Account Balance at May 1, 2020:      $                 7,385.00  

Receipts:      
Missions Giving for May 2020          2,077.50  

Disbursements for May 2020        ( 2976.53)  

Net Receipts in Excess of Disbursements                            

Missions Account Balance at May 31, 2020                          6,486.57 


