
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“Make a Difference in Someone’s  
Life Today” 

Authentic, Relationships, Christ-Like 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Until further notice will be online to 
keep people safe and to comply with 

Covid-19 directives  
Prayer Service: Wednesday at 2pm 
Sunday Service: Sunday at 10am 

More up to date information may be found 
at our Web Site:  

http://www.firstmethodistonline.org/  
or on our Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/fumcmtp  
 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 
Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Senior Pastor 
pastordave@fumcmtp.org  

 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debi Ann Roederer/Beth Walker 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debbie Carlson 
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org 

 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 

Robert Luth, Custodian  
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant – page 

 

 

Information for the May  
Messenger is due Monday, May 18th 
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Greetings, 
 As we enter the month of  May, we are still uncertain as to when we will be able to gather in person.  This is 
disconcerting, frustrating, unsettling, and a myriad of other feelings.  This past week, I was struggling with more 
events being put on hold or cancelled.  The sadness I felt for and with those who are missing out on lifetime ex-
periences.  Then I received an email from one of our members.  It was a story with a lesson which I thought was 
something that each of us needs once in a while.  I have shared it below: 
 

“Amazing how we can look at things differently.  Good lesson here. 
IT'S ALL ABOUT  ATTITUDE! 

 
A famous writer was in his study. He picked up his pen and began writing: 

Last year, my gall bladder was removed.  I was stuck in bed due to this surgery for a long 
time.  The same year I reached the age of 60 and had to give up my favorite job. I had spent 30 years of 
my life with this publishing company.  The same year I experienced the death of my father.   In the same 
year my son failed in his medical exam because he had a car accident. He had to stay in the hospital 
with a cast on his leg for several days.  And the destruction of the car was a second loss. 

 
His concluding statement” “Alas! It was such bad year!!” 
 

When the writer's wife entered the room, she found her husband looking dejected, sad and lost 
in his thoughts. She carefully and surreptitiously read what he had written, and silently left the room 
and came back shortly with another piece of paper on which she had written her summary of the year’s 
events and placed it beside her husband’s paper. 

   
When her husband saw that she had written something in response – he read her “take” on the 

year’s events: 
   

She  Wrote Last year I finally got rid of my gall bladder which had given me many years of 
pain.  I turned 60 with sound health and retired from my job. Now I can utilize my time to write better 
and with more focus and peace.  The same year my father, at the age of 95 without depending on any-
one and without any critical conditions, met his Creator.  The same year, God blessed my son with life.  
My car was destroyed, but my son was alive and without permanent disability. 

 
At the end she wrote:  This year was an immense blessing and it passed well!! 
 
Moral:  In daily lives we must see that it's not happiness that makes us grateful, but gratefulness that makes us 
happy. There is always, always, always something to be thankful for.   ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING.... And atti-
tude is the one thing that we always, in every circumstance, have control over.” 
 
 It is a blessing to be in ministry with you and others as the pastor of First UMC Mt. Pleasant.  May you find 
the blessings in each day and may you share them with those you meet. 
 
Be bold, be strong,   Pastor Dave 

From  

  Pastor Dave’s       
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Youth Mission Trip 
Friday June 26-27 

Marion/Cedar Rapids 
For those who have completed 5th grade-seniors. Adults are  
Needed to help drive, guide work teams, and have a blast.    
Danville and Burlington have been invited to join us.  

 
Additional details to follow. 

Please contact Pastor Dave at pstordave@fumcmtp.org  

Summer Camp Opportunities 
 

Summer Games has been cancelled for  the summer ; an infor-
mational letter and other details can be found at  http://
www.sgu.camp/  

 
There are all sorts of other camps being offered at our 2 Iowa United Methodist Camps at 
Okoboji and Wesley Woods.  Check out what they have to offer at  
https://www.iaumc.org/camps  

 
In light of concerns around COVID-19 in summer 2020, Lake Okoboji and Wesley 
Woods United Methodist Camps have agreed to modify their refund policy for the up-
coming camp season so that parents, families, and churches can register for camp  
WORRY FREE! This year, all registrants are allowed the opportunity for a full refund, 
including deposit, for any registration up to two weeks prior to a camp event at Lake 
Okoboji or Wesley Woods, If camp is in your summer plans, we hope this helps put your 
mind at ease. Don’t forget that Iowa United Methodist Camps are accredited by the 
American Camp Association, meaning that our cleaning and sanitation standards are rec-
ognized as the highest in the industry. We will of course continue to closely monitor 
COVID-19 and will adjust as necessary to ensure the safety and security of our campers 
and guests.  Thank you for supporting Iowa United Methodist Camps! 

 
There are scholarships available both through our local church and through the conference. 

http://www.sgu.camp/
http://www.sgu.camp/
https://www.iaumc.org/camps
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            Please Pray For Healing and Support  
          Up to date as of April 27, 2020 
 

Please pray for our nation and the world as it deals 
with the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 Andrew (nephew of Marci & David Adams) as he faces a recent        
return of some health concerns. 

 Dennis Nellor– healing and peace 
 Sharon Davis-healing & recovery 
 Rosemary Marley for healing and strength. 
 Richard Jensen, cousin of Bruce Hucker as he battles cancer. 
 Phyllis Conner as she continues to do well with her heart. 
 Judy Reed for healing and strength. 
 Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner for recovery. 
 Our shut-ins who are homebound those in  Care Centers 
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman  
 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world. 
 Emergency Service providers as they go about their work. 
 Pray for those who have been affected by natural disasters 
 Iowa Wesleyan University  
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Together, let us pray for the Church and for the World, 
 
For the Church universal --- its leaders, its members, and it mission… 

 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For the people of this congregation… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For those who suffer and those in trouble… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 

 
For the concerns of this local community… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 
For the world, its peoples, and its leaders… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent Prayer 

  From the desk of Pastor Luann… 

 The past several weeks  have been interesting, to say the least! At the time I am 

writing this article, it is mid-April. We have not gathered in our church building for 

worship since Saturday, Marth 14th. We began holding online worship services on Sunday, March 15th 

and have continued to do so throughout the month of April. To be sure, worship as we know it has 

changed for all of us. In fact, many of the things we do and how we do them have changed. For exam-

ple, my children (along with all school-aged children in the state) have been attending classes with 

their teachers via Zoom, an internet meeting site we’ve all become familiar with over these past sever-

al weeks. Colleges and universities have switched to all online classes for the remainder of the semes-

ter. Events have been postponed or cancelled all together. Life is certainly different in these times. 

     Even though we are living in unprecedented and uncharted times, I am reminded of the fact that 

God is still in control, and Jesus Christ is still alive. In fact, it is this knowledge which I hold in my 

heart not only during this time, but in all those times which seem difficult and discouraging. Jesus 

know about discouragement, and he understood that in this world, we are going to face many difficult 

times, Even so, because of who he is, and because of who we are to him, we do not have to allow those 

difficult times to defeat us. Jesus says, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. 

In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 14:33 ESV). 

Jesus spoke these words to the disciples, and while he was not speaking to them about a pandemic, I 

believe his words still hold true for us today, even in this situation. You see, I am convinced that even 

thought we go through difficult times, there is never a moment in our lives when God’s love is not 

enough to bring us through to the other side. Jesus, through his life, death, and resurrection, has con-

quered every foe we might face in this world. Therefore, I know I can move through trying and tiring 

days because of the One who lives within me—Jesus. This is true for all of us! 

     Please know that I am praying for each of you as we strive to regain a sense f normalcy in our lives, 

and I look forward to being with you all again in worship as soon as it is safe for us to do so. In the 

meantime, I encourage you to continue praying for one another, supporting one another and encour-

aging one another. Additionally, keep trusting in Jesus. In this world, we are going to have troubles—

difficult days, worrisome moments, pandemics, trying times—but don’t lose heart, for Jesus has over-

come the world. 

 Peace and Blessings, 

                          Pastor Luann 
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 2020 Hospitality Team  * = Team Leaders 
 

May Hospitality Team 
 

  
Blake & Lauren Allender         Donna Batey   
Tome & Cindy Beasley         Justin & Natlie Burgess   
*Pat & Aaron Coe           Pat Doak    
Lorilee Glanzman           Beverly Haines  
Lindsay Honts            Robert & Carolyn Jensen 
Jason Johnston            Gregory Kinney 
*Jim & Judith Kinney          Paige Kinney  
William Kinney           *Kathy Nellor   
Joseph & Gaila Oschwald        Phyllis Overton    
Krystal Perez            Nicholas Ridenour    
Iona Steffens            *Rich and Ann Thomas  
Duane & Wanda Thomas         Jack Thomas  
Jeffery Thomas & Seleta Bainter      Josephine Thomas   
Michael & Nancy Tometich        Robert & Jarol 
Dennis & Mary White          Flint & Sarah Wilson 

Missions! 
 

    First United Methodist Church, Mount 
Pleasant supports our Community . . .  
 

 From the Missions Ministry Team: 
 May is Food Bank Month. Due to the Coro-
navirus, the Fellowship 

Cup has an even bigger need for cash and food supplies. Starting 
now, please bring any food items to the West door of the church 
and leave them inside the double doors. If you need your food 
times picked up, please call the church at 385-1740 to set up an 
appointed time. Please send monetary  
donations by mail. Let’s make this a GREAT Mission project!   

 
Thank you from your Missions Ministry Team 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UINFORMATION 

 

Due to COVID-19, the First UMC Christian Education Team has regretfully made 
the decision to cancel children’s Sunday school for the remainder of the school 
year.  We will plan to re-open our children’s Sunday school in the fall of 2020.  

 In lieu of Vacation Bible School, the First UMC Christian Education Team is work-
ing toward planning an event to be held at the church in late summer.  The plan-
ning of this event is in the very early stages and more information will be given at 
a later time.                  ~Thank you 

Congratulations to Patty Carson,  
Assistant to the University Provost, who was 
named the 2020  Carol J. Nemitz staff of the 
year at IWU and to Dave Adams who was 
named IW Music Student of the year.  We are 
so proud of you!! 

News from The Henry County Public Health Department: 
 
“We wanted to share our new webpage with updated information on 
COVID-19 including local news releases, fact and information sheets, 
visual resources to post and share, and reliable websites for more in-
formation. 

 
https://www.HealthyHenryCounty.org/PublicHealth    
 
If you have specific questions about COVID-19 please call Public Health at 319-385-1779 
 Monday-Friday 8:00—4:30. 

FUMC has also put together a team of helpers that can assist you with 

picking up groceries, rides to medical appointments or to pick up medical 

supplies and other areas that you may need assistance with as we all con-

tinue to cope with all the impact dealing with the Coronavirus has had in 

our daily lives.  If you need assistance, please do not hesitate to  call the 

church office at 319-385-1740.  We have a list of helpers ready to step in 

as needed.  If you call during non-staffed hours, please leave a message 

and we will get back to you.   
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  3 - Sunday  -  Communion Sunday, 
                 Native American Ministries 
 10:00 am Online Worship  
 
 5 - Tuesday 
      1:30 pm   Zoom Staff Meeting 
      5:00 pm     Zoom Outreach/Member/ 
      Guest 
      6:00 pm     Zoom SPRC 
 
 6 - Wednesday 
     11:30 am Love Circle @ Sunnybrook 
      2:00 pm  Online Prayer Service 
 
  8 - Friday 
  10:00 am Card Ministry 
 
10 - Sunday—Mother’s Day   
 10:00 am Online Worship  
 
11 - Tuesday 
  1:30 pm      Zoom Staff Meeting 
      5:30 pm  Zoom Missions 
  6:30 pm      Zoom Trustees 
 
13 - Wednesday  
   9:00 am Zoom CCM 
      2:00 pm  Online Prayer Service 
 
14 - Thursday   
   5:15 pm  Friendship Circle 
 
16 - Saturday   
        9:00 am Patience Circle, room 109  
 
       

17 - Sunday  -  Noisy Offering   
 10:00 am Online Worship  
 
18-  Monday - Messenger Deadline 
    6:00 pm Zoom Generosity Team 
 
19 - Tuesday  
   1:30 pm  Zoom Staff Meeting 
   5:00 pm Zoom Christian Education 
       6:00 pm    Zoom Worship Committee 
   7:00 pm Acappela 
 
20 -  Wednesday  
      2:00 pm  Online Prayer Service 
 
24 - Sunday     
 10:00 am Online Worship  
 
25 - Monday—Memorial Day; office 
             Closed 
 
26 - Tuesday  
    1:30 pm  Zoom Staff Meeting 
        6:00 pm    Zoom Ad Council 
    7:00 pm Acappela 
 
27 -  Wednesday  
      2:00 pm  Online Prayer Service 
 
31- Sunday     
 10:00 am Online Worship  
 

1st UMC 

Our Christian Sympathies to the Family of Dr. Robert Wettach, age 92, 

who passed away on Sunday, April 26, 2020.  Dr. Wettach was a long-

time family physician in Mt. Pleasant and a WWII veteran..  Dr. Wet-

tach will have a private prayer service and will have a service open to 

the public at a later dated. 

 

Our Christian Sympathies to Rosemary Marley and her Family on the 

death of Rosemary’s husband, William W. “Bill” Marley.  Bill, 84, 

passed away on Sunday, April 26, 2020. The family will have a private 

prayer service and will have a service open to the public at a later 

date. 

 

Our Christian Sympathies to the family of Florence  E. Kinney. 

Florence, 97, passed  away on Wednesday, April 22, 2020.  Florence 

will be deeply missed by her five children, James (Judy) Kinney, Don-

ald (Linda) Kinney, Richard (Sally ) Kinney and Barbara (Curtis) 

Crane  all of Mt. Pleasant and Margaret (John) Biggs of Des Moines 

along with thirteen grandchildren, twenty-one great-grandchildren, 

and her brother, Harold (Judy) Burky.  The family will have a cele-

bration of life/memorial service later once things open up. 

 
Our Christian Sympathies to the family of  Butch Bittle who passed away 
April 19, 2020. Celebration of life will be held at a later date. Cards and 
memorials can be directed to Olson-Powell. 
 
Thank you for your prayers for the families and those in our community 
who mourn these losses and have to wait to express that in a formal ser-
vice. 
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Membership Care 
Do you have any membership care news 
which needs to be shared?  If so, please 
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our 
membership care coordinator.  You may 
reach Debbie via email or by phoning the 
church office. The church office hours are 
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 
3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  Please 
leave a message for Debbie Carlson.   

1 
Jackson Bell 

Rosemary Marley 
Mary Peterson 

 
2  

Shael Styron 
Emma Szewczyk 

 
3 
4 

Thuan Baccam 
John Lance 

Louis Schimmelpfennig 
 

5 
Karen Hassell 

Debra Mabeus 
 

6 
Gradon Rodgers 

 
7 
8 

Alissa Alexander 
Becky Calhoun 

Flint Wilson 
 

9 
Karen Carter 

Peter Kilbourn 
Codi Sammons 

 
10 

Elaine Walters 
 

11 
Mose Caulk 

Demi Dawson 
Haley Fitzhugh 

Michael Hampton 
Jill Kilbourn 

Richard Wonderlich 

12 
13 
14 

Aidan Fiedler 
Martha Ridenour 

 
15 
16 

Dot Bappe 
Ryan Lauer 

 
17 

       Scott Wichhart Jr.     
 

18 
Weslie Shaffer 

 
19 

Mark Burns 
 

20 
Carla Byrum 
Nora Clark 

Katie Detrick 
Marilyn Ridinger 

Sheri Schlagel 
 

21 
Carla McNamee 
Nicolas Wesely  

 
22 

Avalynn Alexander 
Maggie Fitzpatrick 
Mabel Goettsche 

22 cont. 
William Kinney 
Elijah McGohan 

 
23 

Garin Crane 
Roy Gilleard 

Carl Moehlman 
 

 24 
Alisha Jennings 
Ann Sartorius 

 
25 

Robert Kinney 
Phyllis Overton 

 
26 

Matthew Kinney 
Pearl Krieger-Coble 

 
27 

Betty Baker 
Mikayla Brown 

Jack Davis 
Philip Wilson 

 
28 

Robert Bensmiller 
Jamie Schadt 

 
29 
30 

Bryce Eaves 
Rachel May 

Benjamin Sourwine 
 

31 
Everly Johannson 
Jackson Newman 
Kelsey Sourwine 

 

Offerings 

You may continue to make your offerings 
by:. 
1) follow the  Easy Tithe link on the website 

of church Facebook page. 
2) Mail your offering to the church office 
3) Contact Debbie Carlson to set up  auto-

matic payments. 

Finance Update for Month of March 
2020   Current Account 

      

Current Account Balance at March 1, 2020:      $              10,032.00  

Receipts:      

Pledged & Non-Pledged Giving         29,076.00    

Other Church Usage and Reimbursements                650.00    

Transfer of Prepaid Pledges Balance         11,850.00    
Total March Receipts       41,576.00   

Disbursements:     (28,939.00)  

Net Receipts in Excess of Disbursements                       12,637.00  

Change in Liability Accounts                              336.00  

Current Account Balance at March 31, 2020                       23,005.00  

Payroll Taxes and Credit Card Balance Due                        (1,078.00) 

Apportionments Due                     (10,019.00) 

Cash Available at March 31, 2020      $              11,908.00  

      
*Additional Repair & Maintenance Costs paid out of Other Designated 
Accounts:     $                 1,560.00  

     

  Missions Account 
Missions Account Balance at March 1, 2020:      $                 7,630.00  

Receipts:      
Pledged & Non-Pledged Giving          3,555.00   

Apportionments Paid         (2,300.00)  

Net Receipts in Excess of Disbursements                          1,255.00  

Current Account Balance at March 31, 2020                          8,885.00  


