
EASTER 
 

10 am Worship Service 

 

Ministers: All Believers 

*Please stand if you are able. 

 

MEDITATION  

"Christ the Lord is risen today, 

sons of men and angels say. 

Raise your joys and triumphs 

high; sing, ye heavens and earth 

reply." – Charles Wesley 

 

"The very first Easter taught us this: that life never ends and love never dies."– Kate McGahan 

 
"All I really need is love, but a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt!" – Charles M. Schulz, 
Peanuts 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (See “The Weekly Messenger” & screens for full announcements) 
 A special thank you to the Corvidaires (Mark Kimzey, Brian Enearl, Blair Buffington, Rick 
Williamson, Jeremiah Carter, & Jerry Lalaga on piano) for providing the music and vocals 
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP / OPENING PRAYER 

The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be a blessing,  

Calling us to heal and transform the brokenness and the violence of our world.  

The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be a blessing,  

Calling us to seek out the lonely and the lost and those who need to experience God’s love.  

The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be a blessing,  

All: Calling us to be disciples to the world, blessed, healed, and filled with joyous good news! 

 

*HYMN    Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

 

Verse 1 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 

Verse 2 

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

 

 

Verse 3 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 

 

Verse 4 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A4BR6NKMIqX9B9IJrGLK8w_aO07n9-lv/view


Verse 5 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia! 

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 

Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia! 

 

Verse 6 

King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia! 

Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia! 

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 

 
   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Call to Confession 

 Beloved, we are God’s children because of the love God has for us, yet we sometimes fail to 

respond to God’s outpouring of love. Let us confess our sins together. 

 

 Merciful and loving God, your love for us is unconditional, yet our love for you, for 

others and for ourselves is often marred. We allow prejudice and pride to blind us; our 

brokenness remains unhealed; we cling to old stories and hurts which impede the work of 

reconciliation. Forgive us, we pray, for failing to trust you, for playing it safe instead of 

following the daring call of your Spirit, for withholding forgiveness and grace from ourselves 

and others. Let your love renew us yet again. Let the same power that raised Jesus Christ 

from the dead rekindle creative life within us and restore right relations among us. Amen. 

 

Assurance 

 We know love by this, that Jesus laid down his life for us. Friends, hear the good news and 

believe: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 Alleluia! Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           “The Holy City”  (video)                     Ministers of Music 

 
CHILDREN’S CHAT –           Pastor Luann 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Invite for offering  
 Easy Tithe 
 Mail or drop off your offering to the church 
 Contact Debbie Carlson to set up automated giving debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org  

   

Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                            

G G D Em  Bm  Em         D 

Praise God , from whom all blessings flow; 

G      D    Em    C     G   D 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Em      D      G   D      G/B   C        D/F#  G/B 

Praise God a  bove,   ye    heavenly     host; 

G        G  Em    D      Am  G  D7      G       C     G 

Praise Father, Son, and Ho ly     Ghost.  A    men. 
  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BZjjUGxdYJfCsir3hB1ZqZI7ShD6p313
https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/fumcmtp
mailto:debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org


 

*GENEROSITY TO GOD—Offering Prayer 

Generous God, here are our gifts of time; here are our gifts of talents; here are our 

gifts of money; building stones for your kingdom, awaiting shaping and placing within your 

loving purpose. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     John 20:1-18 & Matthew 28:1-10 

 John 20:1-18 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the 

Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other 

disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 

lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 

He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 

with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the 

tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 

the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 

to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When 

she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 

Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 

him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 

laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things 

to her. 

 

Matthew 28:1-10 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

28 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 

Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was 

like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like 

dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 

Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,[b] and 



indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 

So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus 

met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 

will see me.” 

 

 

 

*HYMN             Low In The Grave He Lay (Christ Arose) 

 

Chorus 

Up from the grave He arose 

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes 

He arose a victor from the dark domain 

And He lives forever with His saints to 

reign 

He arose He arose 

Hallelujah Christ arose 

 

Verse 1 

Low in the grave He lay Jesus my Saviour 

Waiting the coming day Jesus my Lord 

 

Chorus 

Up from the grave He arose 

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes 

He arose a victor from the dark domain 

And He lives forever with His saints to 

reign 

He arose He arose 

Hallelujah Christ arose 

 

Verse 2 

Vainly they watch His bed Jesus my 

Saviour 

Vainly they seal the dead Jesus my Lord 

 

Chorus 

Up from the grave He arose 

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes 

He arose a victor from the dark domain 

And He lives forever with His saints to 

reign 

He arose He arose 

Hallelujah Christ arose 

 

Verse 3 

Death cannot keep his prey Jesus my 

Saviour 

He tore the bars away Jesus my Lord 

 

Chorus 

Up from the grave He arose 

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes 

He arose a victor from the dark domain 

And He lives forever with His saints to 

reign 

He arose He arose 

Hallelujah Christ arose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE                        “Easter: What are you talking about?”                 Pastor Dave 
 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Ahrqu_7_J2uk6hJG71L8mLd5YEE-ede0


* HYMN                                                    He Lives 

Verse 1 

I serve a risen Savior 

He's in the world today 

I know that He is living 

Whatever those may say 

I see His hand of mercy 

I hear His voice of cheer 

And just the time I need Him 

He's always near 

 

Chorus 

He lives He lives 

Christ Jesus lives today 

He walks with me and talks with me 

Along life's narrow way 

He lives He lives 

Salvation to impart 

You ask me how I know He lives 

He lives within my heart 

 

Verse 2 

In all the world around me 

I see His loving care 

And though my heart grows weary 

I never will despair 

I know that He is leading 

Through all the stormy blast 

The day of His appearing 

Will come at last 

 

Chorus 

He lives He lives 

Christ Jesus lives today 

He walks with me and talks with me 

Along life's narrow way 

He lives He lives 

Salvation to impart 

You ask me how I know He lives 

He lives within my heart 

 

Verse 3 

Rejoice rejoice O Christian 

Lift up your voice and sing 

Eternal hallelujahs 

To Jesus Christ the King 

The Hope of all who seek Him 

The Help of all who find 

None other is so loving 

So good and kind 

Chorus 

He lives He lives 

Christ Jesus lives today 

He walks with me and talks with me 

Along life's narrow way 

He lives He lives 

Salvation to impart 

You ask me how I know He lives 

He lives within my heart 

 

 
CCLI Song # 17597 

Alfred Henry Ackley 

© Words: 1933 Homer A. Rodeheaver. Renewed 1961 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) 

Music: 1933 Homer A. Rodeheaver. Renewed 1961 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2804143 

 

“Comfort Food: A Feast of Love” 

 

Pastor Dave:  When we “break bread” together as a church in our worship, we remember 

that Jesus invited folks to his table as part of his ministry, not just at the Last Supper. So we wanted 

to create a way for all of us to break bread together with whatever we have at our homes. Indeed, 

what we’ve asked you to do is to prepare your favorite “comfort food!” 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BW8kPlzMs3l68Yl87N5bbON65VKGTeLJ


I invite you to share with the group gathered online what food you are bringing to the table for our 

virtual feast.   

 

Pastor Luann:  Jesus used the parable of a great banquet to which all people are invited in 

order to talk about what the “kin-dom” of God, the family of God, looks like. He said, “Go to the 

highways and back alleys and urge people to come in so that my house will be filled.” He often 

invited the most unlikely guests to his meal-times, confounding the disciples. In this way, he was 

encouraging a deep love and connection beyond social norms. He knew that we humans need 

connection and inclusion. Jesus comforts us, saying “you have a place at the table” and Jesus 

challenges us to make sure we are doing the same–that all people know they are welcome in our 

hearts, in our homes, in our churches–even if we can’t physically be with each other right now. 

 

Pastor Dave: It is difficult in this moment not to be near some of the people we love and 

might be worried about. Take a moment and say out loud [or in chat/comments] the names of 

people you wish were right there next to you at your table today.  

 

Pastor Luann: Jesus is no longer physically on earth, yet every time we gather around a table 

and we call him to mind, he is present with us in Spirit. And so too, our loved ones are with us. Let 

this be a comfort to us.  

 

Pastor Dave: We also want to call to mind, the people we cannot name, whose names we do 

not know. But we know they need our prayers and God’s comfort.  

 

For those who have lost loved ones 

For those who are sick and recovering 

For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home 

For those who are caring for persons in medical care 

For those who are separated from loved ones 

For those who are feeling alone and isolated 

For those who are helping and are so very tired 

For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort 

For those who are afraid 

  

I invite you to take a deep breath on behalf of all those we do not know and cannot call by 

name. As we do so, we know that God knows who needs our prayers and the Spirit, Breath of God, 

is blowing from within us outward as a Spirit of Compassion and Presence.   

 

Pastor Luann:  Blessings at the table are part of our Judeo-Christian heritage. Indeed, Jesus 

adapted his Jewish ritual blessing spoken before and after meals. He asked us to remember him 

whenever we break bread and raise a cup in thanksgiving.   This is why we call our communion 

prayers the “Great Thanksgiving.” In this feast of love and comfort, we can call to mind things for 

which we are deeply grateful. I invite you to speak aloud a couple of things that you are grateful for 

in this moment.   

 



And so I invite you to raise a plate of “something” on your table, or a glass of whatever you are 

drinking,   

and let us bless it in this way, repeating after me there at home: 

 

Holy Comforter 

 Holy Comforter   

We gather in your name… 

 We gather in your name… 

invited by Jesus… 

 invited by Jesus… 

bound together with your Spirit… 

 bound together with your Spirit… 

in union with each other… 

 in union with each other… 

 

Feed our bodies and our spirits… 

 Feed our bodies and our spirits… 

 

with your comforting presence… 

 with your comforting presence… 

so that we might be your comfort to others… 

so that we might be your comfort to others… 

 

Bless this food… 

 Bless this food… 

and break open our hearts… 

 and break open our hearts… 

Bless this drink… 

 Bless this drink… 

and pour out your love… 

 and pour out your love… 

 

Amen… 

 Amen… 

 

 

Pastor Dave:  As you pass and fill your plates, getting ready to continue to eat your comfort food 

once we have signed off, I invite you to imagine what extravagant love looks like as you reach 

across the social distance to loved ones, to friends, and even acquaintances or strangers. 

 

BENEDICTION 

And now may you shelter not only in place, but in peace. May the peace and comfort of 

Christ be present with you now and forevermore. Amen. 

 

Postlude        God Be With You                                 Corvidaires 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BX5cRTkzgBhrHF5-qNd-e9LoNfPBtYsC

