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CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER 

 O Lord, open our lips. 

 And we shall declare your praise. 

 

Hymn      I Am The Church 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 1 

The church is not a building 

The church is not a steeple 

The church is not a resting place 

The church is a people 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 2 

We're many kinds of people 

With many kinds of faces 

All colors and all ages too 

From all times and places 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 3 

Sometimes the church is marching 

Sometimes it's bravely burning 

Sometimes it's riding sometimes hiding 

Always it's learning 

 



 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

Verse 4 

And when the people gather 

There's singing and there's praying 

There's laughing and there's crying 

sometimes 

All of it saying 

 

Verse 5 

I count if I am ninety 

Or nine or just a baby 

There's one thing I am sure about 

And I don't mean maybe 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 
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WELCOMING PRAYER  

We are still basking in the glory and joy of Christ's Easter victory, O God.  The stone 

was rolled away!  The "stones" which have trapped us - our worries, fears, anxieties, troubles 

of various sorts - need not threaten us.  We pray that your power that raised Christ from the 

dead will also raise us out of darkness and sorrow. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     1 Peter 2:19-25 

19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 

20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when 

you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 

22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

 

23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but 

he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

cross,[a] so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds[b] you have been 

healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 

guardian of your souls. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

adapted from 20 Prayers to Pray During This Pandemic, Christianity Today, Jen Pollock Michel 

 

We believe there is a God who bends his ear to listen, and so we pray: 



For the sick and infected: God, heal and help. Sustain bodies and spirits. Contain the spread of 
infection.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

 
For our vulnerable populations: God, protect our elderly and those suffering from chronic disease. 

Provide for the poor, especially the uninsured.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
For the young and the strong: God, give them the necessary caution to keep them from unwittingly 

spreading this disease. Inspire them to help.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
For our local, state, and federal governments: God, help our elected officials as they allocate the 

necessary resources for combatting this pandemic. Help them to provide more tests.  O Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayers. 

 
For our scientific community, leading the charge to understand the disease and communicate its 

gravity: God, give them knowledge, wisdom, and a persuasive voice.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayers. 

 
For the media, committed to providing up-to-date information: God, help them to communicate 

with appropriate seriousness without causing panic.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
For consumers of media, looking to be well-informed: God, help us find the most helpful local 

information to equip us to be good neighbors. Keep us from anxiety and panic, and enable us to implement 
the recommended strategies, even at a cost to ourselves.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

 
For those with mental health challenges who feel isolated, anxious, and helpless: God, provide them 

every necessary support.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
For international travelers stuck in foreign countries: God, help them return home safely and 

quickly.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
For workers in a variety of industries facing layoffs and financial hardship: God, keep them from 

panic, and inspire your church to generously support them.  O Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
God, we trust that you are good and do good. Teach us to be your faithful people in this time of 

global crisis. Help us to follow in the footsteps of our faithful shepherd, Jesus, who laid down his life for the 
sake of love. Glorify his name as you equip us with everything needed for doing your will. We pray this in 
the name of our risen savior Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray . . . 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

Everlasting God 

Verse 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 



We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

 

Pre-Chorus 

Our God You reign forever                                                                                               

Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer 

 

Chorus 

You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary 

You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings like eagles 
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BLESSING  

May the God of the heavens cause you to soar. 

May the Christ of the journey make your feet light. 

May the Spirit of power fill your heart with courage. 

 


