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CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER 

 O Lord, open our lips. 

 And we shall declare your praise. 

 

Hymn 

I Am The Church 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

Verse 1 

The church is not a building 

The church is not a steeple 

The church is not a resting place 

The church is a people 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 2 

We're many kinds of people 

With many kinds of faces 

All colors and all ages too 

From all times and places 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 3 

Sometimes the church is marching 

Sometimes it's bravely burning 

Sometimes it's riding sometimes hiding 
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Always it's learning 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 4 

And when the people gather 

There's singing and there's praying 

There's laughing and there's crying 

sometimes 

All of it saying 

 

 

Verse 5 

I count if I am ninety 

Or nine or just a baby 

There's one thing I am sure about 

And I don't mean maybe 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 
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WELCOMING PRAYER  

God of the resurrection, we thank you for the new life you have given Jesus and all 

who follow him. Through the power of your Spirit, inspire us to make a leap of faith into 

your loving arms. May we believe the words of Scripture when they speak of your victory 

over death, and may we accept the promises you make for the future. We praise you for your 

love, your joy and your wonderful living hope - hope that points us to a future that we 

cannot see, but that we believe you will guide us through. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     1 Peter 1:3-9 

1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 

us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 1:4 and 

into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 1:5 who 

are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  1:6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 

1:7 so that the genuineness of your faith--being more precious than gold that, though perishable, 

is tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed.  1:8 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 

now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 1:9 for you are receiving 

the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray to the Lord, who is our refuge and stronghold.  



For all who are affected by coronavirus, through illness or isolation or anxiety, that they may find 
relief and recovery:  

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
For those who are guiding our nation at this time, and shaping national policies, that they may make 

wise decisions:  
Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

For the health and well-being of our nation, that all who are fearful and anxious may be at peace 
and free from worry: 

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, that through their skill and insights many will be 

restored to health: 
Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

For the vulnerable and the fearful, for the gravely ill and the dying, that they may know your 
comfort and peace: 

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
For the isolated and housebound, that we may be alert to their needs, and care for them in their 

vulnerability:  
Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

For our homes and families, our schools and young people, and all in any kind of need or distress: 
Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

For a blessing on our local community, that our neighborhoods may be places of trust and 
friendship, where all are known and cared for: 

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God. Merciful 

Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray . . . 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

Everlasting God 

Verse 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

 

Pre-Chorus 

Our God You reign forever                                                                                               

Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer 

 



Chorus 

You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary 

You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings like eagles 
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BLESSING  

With renewed hope, we walk and live and breathe. God is not dead; he's alive! Let us carry 

this hope to the world. Our God is not dead; He's alive! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friends, as we all know, our lives have been altered throughout this COVID-19 pandemic. 

Even the way we worship together has been impacted, as we now worship online instead of in 

person. Usually, when we are worshiping with one another in person, we would receive Holy 

Communion on the first Sunday of the month.  However, Pastor Dave and Pastor Luann have 

decided to not observe Holy Communion until we can once again worship together in person. Even 

so, we want to offer a special liturgy in celebration of Easter Sunday, a feast day which we all look 

forward to. Therefore, Pastor Dave and Pastor Luann invite you to participate in a liturgy of Comfort 



Food: A Feast of Love.    

 

This liturgy invites us into a time and space where we can still break bread together, even 

though we are apart.  At the appropriate time during the online Easter Service, we will read 

together this liturgy and will eat foods of our own choosing.  For this Comfort Food: A Feast of 

Love, you may have before you any item that you would wish to eat, such as toast, eggs, a 

sandwich, or even pancakes. You may also have a beverage before you such as coffee, juice, milk, 

or even water. Whatever food or beverage you would like to eat during this feast time will be 

sufficient.   

 

Below you will find a liturgy which we will use at the appropriate time during the Easter 

Service.  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Dave or Pastor Luann for more details.  

 

We believe this liturgy will help make our Easter Sunday celebration as special as it can be, 

until we are able to celebrate together again in person.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Comfort Food: A Feast of Love” 

 

PASTOR:  When we “break bread” together as a church in our worship, we remember that 

Jesus invited folks to his table as part of his ministry, not just at the Last Supper. So we wanted to 

create a way for all of us to break bread together with whatever we have at our homes. Indeed, 

what we’ve asked you to do is to prepare your favorite “comfort food!” 

 

I invite you to share with the group gathered online what food you are bringing to the table 

for our virtual feast.   

 

PASTOR:  Jesus used the parable of a great banquet to which all people are invited in order 

to talk about what the “kin-dom” of God, the family of God, looks like. He said, “Go to the highways 

and back alleys and urge people to come in so that my house will be filled.” He often invited the 

most unlikely guests to his meal-times, confounding the disciples. In this way, he was encouraging 

a deep love and connection beyond social norms. He knew that we humans need connection and 

inclusion. Jesus comforts us, saying “you have a place at the table” and Jesus challenges us to make 

sure we are doing the same–that all people know they are welcome in our hearts, in our homes, in 

our churches–even if we can’t physically be with each other right now. 

 

PASTOR: It is difficult in this moment not to be near some of the people we love and might 

be worried about. Take a moment and say out loud [or in chat/comments] the names of people 



you wish were right there next to you at your table today.  

 

PASTOR: Jesus is no longer physically on earth, yet every time we gather around a table and 

we call him to mind, he is present with us in Spirit. And so too, our loved ones are with us. Let this 

be a comfort to us.  

 

PASTOR: We also want to call to mind, the people we cannot name, whose names we do 

not know. But we know they need our prayers and God’s comfort.  

 

For those who have lost loved ones 

For those who are sick and recovering 

For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home 

For those who are caring for persons in medical care 

For those who are separated from loved ones 

For those who are feeling alone and isolated 

For those who are helping and are so very tired 

For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort 

For those who are afraid 

  

I invite you to take a deep breath on behalf of all those we do not know and cannot call by 

name. As we do so, we know that God knows who needs our prayers and the Spirit, Breath of God, 

is blowing from within us outward as a Spirit of Compassion and Presence.   

 

PASTOR:  Blessings at the table are part of our Judeo-Christian heritage. Indeed, Jesus 

adapted his Jewish ritual blessing spoken before and after meals. He asked us to remember him 

whenever we break bread and raise a cup in thanksgiving.   This is why we call our communion 

prayers the “Great Thanksgiving.” In this feast of love and comfort, we can call to mind things for 

which we are deeply grateful. I invite you to speak aloud a couple of things that you are grateful for 

in this moment.   

 

And so I invite you to raise a plate of “something” on your table, or a glass of whatever you 

are drinking,   

and let us bless it in this way, repeating after me there at home: 

 

Holy Comforter 

 Holy Comforter   

We gather in your name… 

 We gather in your name… 

invited by Jesus… 

 invited by Jesus… 

bound together with your Spirit… 

 bound together with your Spirit… 

in union with each other… 

 in union with each other… 

 



 

Feed our bodies and our spirits… 

 Feed our bodies and our spirits… 

 

with your comforting presence… 

 with your comforting presence… 

so that we might be your comfort to others… 

so that we might be your comfort to others… 

 

Bless this food… 

 Bless this food… 

and break open our hearts… 

 and break open our hearts… 

Bless this drink… 

 Bless this drink… 

and pour out your love… 

 and pour out your love… 

 

Amen… 

 Amen… 

 

 

PASTOR:  As you pass and fill your plates, getting ready to continue to eat your comfort 

food once we have signed off, I invite you to imagine what extravagant love looks like as you reach 

across the social distance to loved ones, to friends, and even acquaintances or strangers. 

 

  

And now may you shelter not only in place, but in peace. May the peace and comfort of 

Christ be present with you now and forevermore. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


