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CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER 

  

ONE: O Lord, open our lips. 

MANY: And we shall declare your praise. 

 

Hymn 

I Am The Church 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 1 

The church is not a building 

The church is not a steeple 

The church is not a resting place 

The church is a people 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 
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All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 2 

We're many kinds of people 

With many kinds of faces 

All colors and all ages too 

From all times and places 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 3 

Sometimes the church is marching 

Sometimes it's bravely burning 

Sometimes it's riding sometimes hiding 

Always it's learning 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 

 

 

Verse 4 

And when the people gather 

There's singing and there's praying 

There's laughing and there's crying sometimes 

All of it saying 

 

 

Verse 5 

I count if I am ninety 

Or nine or just a baby 

There's one thing I am sure about 



And I don't mean maybe 

 

Chorus 

I am the church 

You are the church 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes we're the church together 
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WELCOMING PRAYER  

Are you ever amazed, O Lord, at our responses to the Savior? We get all excited about 

the parade into Jerusalem. We gather palm fronds and distribute them among those present 

so that they can wave them in triumph, replicating the parade and the crowd. Children sing 

the praises of Jesus. Adults remove their cloaks and place them on the road in front of the 

donkey so that he may not make a misstep. We could stay at this scene forever and enjoy the 

moment. But we are being called forward, through the gates of the Holy City to the Temple 

and from the Temple to the Cross. Be with us and give us courage to face what lies ahead. 

Strengthen our faith that we will remain steadfast at the time of reckoning; for we ask this in 

Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 & Matthew 21:1-11 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Psalm 118 

A Song of Victory 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  

    his steadfast love endures forever! 

2 Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 

21 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 

22 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 



23 This is the Lord’s doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it.[a] 

25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 

    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.[b] 

    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, 

    and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, 

    up to the horns of the altar.[c] 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God, I will extol you. 

29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 

anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.[a]” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted 

on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd[b] spread their cloaks 

on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds 

that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The 

crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Jesus, Son of Man, Son of God: Hear our prayers and graciously carry them to the Father on 

our behalf. On this week of Palm Sunday, we reverently recall the many titles you bear, the many 

ways in which you serve the Father and us. 

You are called Son of Man because you were born into a humble home. Son of Man, let us 

never be ashamed of our birth, nor despise your beloved poor.  Hear our prayers. 

You were recognized by a few as the Son of God because of your close walk with the Father. 

Son of God, share with us your sense of God's reality and love.  Hear our prayers. 

You challenged people to practice justice, to show mercy. Prophet of righteousness, sensitize 

us to injustice and give us courage and skill in exposing and opposing it. Hear our prayers. 



You offered yourself to the Father as a sacrifice to please him. O Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sins of the world, have mercy on us and grant us your peace.  Hear our prayers. 

You enlisted disciples and trained them strenuously. Teach us, Master, what you expect of us 

in your service and how we can be faithful witnesses to the gospel.  Hear our prayers. 

You spent yourself making people whole in body and mind. Great Physician, teach us to be 

agents of healing to the sick and ministers of comfort to the dying; and be near us, we pray, in our 

time of need.  Hear our prayers. 

You protected the defenseless and stood up for the oppressed. Advocate of the weak: Give 

us strength and persistence to follow your example of loving, caring advocacy.  Hear our prayers. 

The earliest creed of your church consisted of only two words: "Jesus, Lord." Jesus, Lord, 

abide with your church through all the ages and beyond history.  Hear our prayers. 

We are sinners, "prone to evil, slothful in good." Save us, gentle Savior, from ourselves, and 

grant us daily a fresh chance and a fresh challenge.  Hear our prayers. 

We must all die at last and pass into your judgment. Judge and Redeemer, in your infinite 

mercy, accept us into your kingdom.  Hear our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ who taught us 

to pray . . . 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

Everlasting God 

Verse 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

 

Pre-Chorus 

Our God You reign forever                                                                                               

Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer 

 

Chorus 

You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary 

You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings like eagles 
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BLESSING  

Lord, just as we prepare to enter Jerusalem with you, be with us in all the Jerusalems we will 

be facing. Guide our steps. Encourage our hearts. Give us abundant faith to follow you. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When the early church gathered, it often involved a meal.  In the modern church, we tend to 

separate the meal from the worship (potluck after church, pancake breakfast before church).  On 

Easter, we would like to celebrate “A Feast of Love”.  We invite you to prepare your favorite comfort 

food and participate in the service.  There will be more information and directions coming. 

 

 

Palm Sunday Processional 

 
We have been extended an invitation from the Presbyterian Church to join them along with 

other churches from our community in a processional of the palms.  This will be done with people 

staying in their cars.  Below is the invite and information. 

  

“This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a 

donkey and the crowd greeted him waving Palms and laying them on his path.  



  

Even though we continue to practice social distancing, we wanted to do 

something fun and exciting this week!  

  

Attached is an outline of a palm branch. You are invited to color it, cut it out, 

print on green paper, enlarge it, add to it, and be as creative as you like. 

If you anyone would like some green construction paper, there is some available 

on the bench in the entryway of the church. Help yourself! 

  

Then on Sunday at 9:30 AM, we will be doing a Palm Parade around Old 

Threshers McMillian Park, where you will wave your palm branches out of your car 

windows! 

  

The parade will begin at the main entrance of Old Threshers on South Walnut Street. 

It will proceed counter clockwise past the Grandstand around McMillan Park and back out 

the Main entrance. 

Please try to come from the North on Walnut and exit turning right to the South to 

help the traffic flow in case there are a lot of vehicles. 

  

Everyone can just join in the parade when they arrive, as we will not be 

gathering before the parade.” 

  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Pastor Dave 319-480-4461 or 

pastordave@fumcmtp.org  
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