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“Make a Difference in Someone’s  
Life Today” 

Authentic, Relationships, Christ-Like 
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  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 
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August thru May 
Children’s Sunday School &  
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1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 
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Our Staff 
 

Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Senior Pastor 
pastordave@fumcmtp.org  
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Greetings, 
 Have you ever done something, knowing that you shouldn’t do it or the opposite, is there 
something that you should do, but just keep finding ways not to make it happen? My family 
has had 3 dogs. Leviticus Samuel was a mix of Labrador, Terrier, and Golden Retriever. He 
ate things he shouldn’t have, but they made sense—dead deer carcass. Oxford ate glass 
Christmas tree balls and rubber spatulas. Both dogs either passed the stuff through one way or 
the other.  Echo, our current black lab, likes socks and other things. They sometimes get stuck 
and she then has to go and get help on getting them out. One would think that after the first, 
second, or even third bad experience that an intelligent dog would learn; those items are not 
for eating! 
 Strangely, upon reflecting about this, I thought of the variety of things I may do that I 
should “know better” and should remind myself not to do. This past 1 1/2 years have been 
stress-full for my family. But instead of doing the things to help me stay healthy; exercising 
regularly (which I stopped), I found myself eating unhealthy, easy and quick processed foods 
(often of the sweet variety). Paul writes about this inner conflict in Romans 7:14-25: 

 14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under sin.

[c] 15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I that 

do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my 

flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 

want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 

me. 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I 

delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law 

of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! 

Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to the law 

of sin.          (continued on page 8) 

From  

  Pastor Dave’s    

     Desk 
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(Pastor Luann continued from page 3) 

 

What draws my attention is that is was Jacob who was changed in that mo-

ment, spiritually and physically. This causes me to wonder how often we 

long for (even plead for) God to move in our circumstances and in our cir-

cumstances .and in our situations. We, like Jacob, struggle with God, asking 

God for a blessing … to be released from strongholds or difficult situations … 

for healing and peace … for strength and courage. We long for such an en-

counter with God. We long to witness change in these outside entities and 

situations with which we struggle. Even so, are we willing to accept the 

change within ourselves, which such an encounter with God will bring? I 

don’t know that it is possible to have such an encounter with God and not, 

in some way, experience great change first within ourselves. 

 As we prepare our hearts and minds for this upcoming Lenten season, I 

invite you to think about the places in your life where you are struggling, 

and have asked God to make amends. Could it be that the change we tru-

ly seek must first begin within ourselves? As we prepare to spend these 40 

days of Lent in self-reflection, I pray we may discover these places in our 

lives where God is working in our struggles, making those needed changes, 

even if  — especially if — those changes are occurring within us. 

 
 

Peace and Blessings,  

   Pastor Luann 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28091c
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            Please Pray For Healing and Support  
          Up to date as of February 24, 2020 

 
 Andrew (nephew of Marci & David Adams) as he faces a recent        

return of some health concerns. 
 Dennis Nellor-prayers and wisdom  for those providing his medi-

cal care 
 Sharon Davis-healing & recovery 
 Rosemary Marley for healing and strength. 
 Florence Kinney for healing and strength 
 Richard Jensen, cousin of Bruce Hucker as he battles cancer. 
 Phyllis Conner as she continues to do well with her heart. 
 Judy Reed for healing and strength. 
 Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner for recovery. 
 Our shut-ins who are homebound those in  Care Centers 
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman  
 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world. 
 Emergency Service providers as they go about their work. 
 Pray for those who have been affected by natural disasters 
 Iowa Wesleyan University  
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Together, let us pray for the Church and for the World, 
 
For the Church universal --- its leaders, its members, and it mission… 

 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For the people of this congregation… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For those who suffer and those in trouble… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 

 
For the concerns of this local community… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 
For the world, its peoples, and its leaders… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent Prayer 

From the desk of Pastor Luann… 

 The seminary I attend, Asbury Theological Seminary, owns a publishing com-

pany called Seedbed. Each day, Seedbed sends out a devotion via email. The 

devotion is called “the Daily Text.” I truly enjoy waking up and finding this inspir-

ing word in my inbox. Reading it is among the very first things I do each day as 

soon as I wake up. 

 Recently one of the devotions was speaking about Jacob and his struggles in 

life, even with God. The scripture for this devotion came from Genesis 32:22-32, 

which states:  

 

  22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven chil-
dren, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until day-
break. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip sock-
et; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for 
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to 
him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 
29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel saying, “For I have seen 
God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that 
is on the hip socket, because he struck Jacob on the hip socket at the thigh muscle.  

 

Jacob is one who indeed knew struggle. He struggled with Esau while still in the 

womb. He struggled to gain the blessing over his brother. He struggled with his 

father-in-law. When I think about how Jacob struggled with many people and 

situations in his life, it occurs to me that each of these struggles were outside of 

himself. –outside entities and situations. Jacob even struggled with God, holding 

on to God, refusing to let go unless he is blessed. Jacob, in that moment, was 

having an encounter with God. During their struggle, Jacob’s hip was touched 

and he walked with a limp, perhaps for the rest of his life. ( continued on page  11) 
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March 2020 Hospitality Team  * = Team Leaders 
 

March Hospitality Team 
 

 
Kathy Adrian           Dean and Doris Aicher  
Betty Baker            Ben and Judy Bower 
Lynn and Carol Butterbrodt       Jay and Carrie Coble 
Phyllis Conner           JoAnn Corell 
Richard Cornick          Jeff and Lori Davis 
Jordyn Dingman          Mark and Jennifer Eads  
*Rich and Elizabeth Garrels       Jerilyn Horn 
*Bruce and Beverly Hucker       David and Martha Johnson 
*Bruce and Faith Krause        Rich and Carla McNamee  
Steve and Jodie Meeker        Orlo Moehle    
William and Ann Morehouse      Colby and Kate Newman  
Angela Rodgers          Jeff and Cathy Ruschill  
Mary Ruschill           Jerry and Kendra Ruschill  
Dave and Barb Snodgrass       Helen Snodgrass 
Ben and Joanne Sourwine       Kelsey Sourwine  
Ray and Crystee Stigge 
 
If any need for hospitality arises during March, the church of-
fice will call the Kitchen Coordinator for the month (Judy Kin-
ney and Pat Coe) who will then contact the month’s hospitality 
team leaders with necessary information and instructions (how 
many salads, desserts, workers, etc.)  If the first leader is una-
vailable to make the calls and requests, the first leader will call 
the second leader.  The leader will then call down the monthly 
list until the need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.)   By the 
way, if you see your name and don’t remember you volunteered for this ministry, you 
are probably correct.  The names of all current church members were divided and 
placed into the 12 monthly lists.  Think about it as a benevolent draft.  Thank you! 
 Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of people 
for whom to plan.  Karol Shaffer and Jean Evans prepared a book, “Gospel of the 
Kitchen according to Jean,” that is stored under the microwave in the kitchen and in 
the church office.  Also, the leaders of the previous month, in this case January, are 
ready and willing to share their experience and to offer what support and help they 
can.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone for the birthday cards and 
well wishes on my birthday. Much appreciated! 

Pastor Dave 
 

Missions Annual Report 
 

     In 2019, we supported the the follow-

ing ministries through our missions work 

with  a total of $60,060.98: Fellowship 

Cup, Tolson Community Action, Bidwell 

Riverside, United Methodist Builders, Red 

Bird Mission, Heifer Project, Human Relations Day, Ingathering (blanket, 

health, postage for kits, school kits), Personal Energy Trans, World Communion, 

Mission Society—Fogelmans, UMCOR, Change a Child’s Story, Missions—

Unbudgeted Expenses, Iowa Wesleyan University, IWU—Manning Lectures, Sa-

maritan Fund, MP Middle School Hunger Project, and the St. Andrew Potato 

Project.  

 In 2020, we look forward to not only supporting ministries financially, but we 

look to be in active ministry as we volunteer and go out sharing God’s Good 

News. 

Your support and enthusiasm for our 
World Famous Methodist Meatloaf has 
been  fabulous!    A big thank you to 
those who made the meatloaf, those who 
bought the frozen meatloaf and those 
who ate the meatloaf at our dinner Sun-
day. The proceeds will go towards re-
placing the floor in Fellowship 
Hall.  Thank you!   -  Pat Coe 
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 1 - Sunday     Communion Sunday     
   8:00 am Worship in the Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
 3 - Tuesday 
      1:30 pm   Staff Meeting 
      5:00 pm     Outreach/Member/Guest 
      6:00 pm     SPRC 
      7:00 pm     Acappela 
 4 - Wednesday 
      3:30 am      Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm      Bell Choir 
  6:30 pm      Chancel Chor 
 7- Saturday   
   9:00 am  Master Gardners 
      5:30 pm Worship 
 8 - Sunday     
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
10 - Tuesday 
  1:30 pm      Staff Meeting 
      5:30 pm  Missions, room 109 
  6:30 pm      Trustees, room 109 
  7:00 pm  Acappela 
11 - Wednesday  
   9:00 am     CCM 
     11:30 am    Love Circle at Sunnybrook 
   3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
   5:30 pm Bell Choir 
   6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
13 - Friday 
  10:00 am Card Ministry 
14 - Saturday   
       5:30 pm Worship 
15 - Sunday  -  Noisy Offering   
    

       8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
       9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:30 am Worship in Sanctuary 
     11:30 am  Meatloaf Dinner, FH 
16-  Monday - Messenger Deadline 
    6:00 pm Generosity Team 
17 - Tuesday  
   1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
   5:00 pm Christian Education 
       6:00 pm    Worship Committee 
   7:00 pm Acappela 
18 -  Wednesday  
     3:30 am  Kid Adventure Club 
     5:30 pm  Bell Choir 
     6:30 pm  Chancel Choir   
19  - Thursday   
  5:15 pm  Friendship Circle 
20-  Saturday 
        6:30 am  Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast 
        9:00 am Henry County Democrats 
        9:00 am  Patience Circle 
        5:30 pm   Worship 
22 - Sunday     
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
24 - Tuesday  
    1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
        6:00 pm    Ad Council 
    7:00 pm Acappela 
25 -  Wednesday  
     3:30 am  Kid Adventure Club 
     5:30 pm  Bell Choir 
     6:30 pm  Chancel Choir 
28-  Saturday 
       5:30 pm     Worship 
29- Sunday     
    8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
    9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
   10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
 
 
 

1st UMC 

 
 

Lenten Sermon Series:  
                                                 Boot Camp for the Soul 
 
 

 March 1      The Need for Change  Ps. 32, Matt. 4:1-11 
 March 8      Reset                     Gen. 12:1-4a, John 3:1-17 
 March 15    Hydrate               Exod. 17:1-17, John 4:5-42 
 March 22    Redefined               1 Sam. 16:1-13, John 9:1-41 
 March 29    Dead End               Ezek. 37:1-14, John 11:1-45 
 April   5      Celebrate and Wait       Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29 

Lenten Challenge 
 

The Wesleyan Studies Adult Sunday School Class would like to 
challenge you to join them this Lent 

Starting February 26 and running through April 11 
Fast (Give up) one meal a week and the money that you would 
have spent for that meal save and add it to the donation to the 

Fellowship Cup that we will receive on Easter Sunday. 

(Pastor Dave continued from page 2) 

 We are in the season of Lent, which is a time and opportunity to work on this struggle. We 
are challenged to fast or give up those things that hinder us from living into being the best that 
God created us to be and at the same time take on those things that will help us to be better. 
This Lent, I will be working on fasting from unhealthy snacks and meals and taking up the 
habit and spiritual practice of exercising. What is something that you struggle with fasting 
from or that you want to take up to strengthen your walk with God? Share it with a friend to 
help you along in the Lenten journey. 
 
Be bold, be strong, 
 

Pastor Dave 
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 CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 

   

Jan 25 5:30 p.m.       25 

Jan 26 8:00 a.m.       22 

Jan 26 10:00 a.m.    109                     

Total           156 

 

Feb 1 5:30 p.m.       23 

Feb 2 8:00 a.m.       33 

Feb 2 10:00 a.m.    113 

Total      169 

 

 

Feb 8 5:30 p.m.        30 

Feb 9 8:00 a.m.        32 

Feb 9 10:00 a.m.     123                     

Total            185 

 

Feb 15 5:30  p.m.       n/a 

Feb 16 8:00 a.m.       n/a 

Feb 16 10:00 a.m.     174                   

Total            174 

BUDGET NEWS 
January 2020 Current Budget 

 

Beginning Balance        $   4,166.57 

Income:  

       Pledges/Giving                  31,623.61   

Total Income                           $ 35,790.18 

Disbursements:                      (30,202.80) 

Liability Difference                 417.76 

 

Ending Balance                   $  6,005.14 

 Liabilities:  

  Apportionments                      (3,339.75) 

  Withholdings/CC        $  (1,892.20) 

Funds Available:                   $     773.19 

January 2020 Missions Budget  

 

Beginning Balance        $    7,638.94 

Received:                                  2,260.78 

Disbursements:                         (2,800.00) 

Funds Available:           $  7,099.72 

Membership Care 

Do you have any membership 

care news which needs to be 

shared?  If so, please send the 

information to Debbie Carl-

son, our membership care co-

ordinator.  You may reach 

Debbie via email or by phon-

ing the church office. The 

church office hours are 9:00 

AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 

PM until 3:00 PM Monday 

1 
2  

Sherri Leeper 
3 
4 
5 

Kevin Dunsmore 
Andrew Flowers 

Loree King 
6 

Kelly Barton 
Abigail Blint 

Jeffrey McPheron 
Keegan Pullis 

7 
Jean Evans 
Kay Tweedy 

8 
Oliver Bjork 
Zavier Dale 
Sara Miller 

Thomas Weir 
9 

Stewart Kinney 
Lin Klopfenstein 
Dennis Rogers 

10 
Diane Dunsmore 

11 
Nolan Keefer 

12 
Jeffrey Baccam 

Tobin Jacks 

Carolyn Jensen 
Darrel Rogers 

Michelle (Chelle) Rosell 
13 

Samuel Bell 
Cecile Chrissinger 

Paula Lauer 
Terry Mabeus 

Rena Philp 
14 

Seth Warren Martin 
Jodie Meeker 

15 
16 

Rick Mallams 
17 

Abby Lance 
          Morgan Menke     

18 
Austin Buckert 
Kailey Peterson 

19 
General Franklin 
Debra Schmidt 

20 
Kian Hughell 

Sur Lovik 
Steve Meeker 

21 
Patricia Burden 
Amanda Dunn 
Michael Hatch 

  

22 
Michelle Gardner 

Linda Kruse 
Janelle Thomas 
Dolores Wilson 

23 
Kiana Miller 
Debra Smith 

 24 
Barbara Messer 

Jeanette Rice 
25 

Christina Goettsche 
James Kinney 

Joseph Oschwald 
26 

Abby Burden 
Carol Carpenter 

Ellen Krieger 
27 

Grant Davidson 
Austin Decker 

28 
Wade Carpenter 
Duane Thomas 

29 
Grace Coble 

Kristen Shaffer 
30 

Chad Doak 
Christine Lease 

Kristeena Mangold 
Carroll Parks 

31 
Gary Hackett 
Jeffery Hood 

 

It is not too late to turn in your 

Pledge card! 

 

A Pledge is an estimate of giving for the coming year that 

allows our finance ministry committee to assess priorities in a 

planned and thoughtful way.  Annual pledges support our 

outreach ministries and our staff;  pledges help maintain our 

physical building in which we worship, connect and minister.   

A Pledge, made with prayerful and thoughtful consideration, 

is a goal.  If personal circumstances change, your pledge can 

easily be adjusted by calling the church office. 


