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The MESSENGER
First Church was founded in 1836

Our Staff

Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
Becomers Study Group
9:00 a.m.
8:00 am
Morning Praise and Worship
10:00 am
Worship

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor
pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Phone: (319) 385-1740
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Debi Ann Roederer and Beth Walker
Office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Debbie Carlson
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian
FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Friends,
I’m probably writing this mostly “to the
choir” as the saying goes; but I have
mixed feelings about retiring from active
pastoral ministry.
I have been doing pastoral ministry for
about 28 years and have worked in laboratory research for around 14; so, I guess
that it is time to hang up the stole and
embark on a new venture while I yet have
what’s left of my mind and body. However, you know better than I that it is difficult to embrace the future and the unknown.
I am moving to Sioux Falls, South Dakota and many think I have family or friends
there; I do not. Sioux Falls was chosen because of the cool/cold climate
(I don’t enjoy hot weather.) and the zoo. My husband, Ted, gave me a
pass to the zoo for Christmas one year and I thoroughly enjoyed using
the pass. I made animal “friends.” Really, in winter, I was often the only person on the grounds and the animals were intrigued by my presence. And, I, by their interest.
I plan to volunteer at the zoo, the butterfly pavilion, and at a hospital
(as a chaplain or a volunteer/volunteer) or a Hospice program. I think
that I might offer my services to a funeral home for families who wish to
have a service for their loved one but have no church home or pastor to
officiate.
Already, I have been tapped to be the new treasurer of the condominium group. Seems without needing to apply or any campaigning, I was
elected by consensus because I have a computer. I also have a printer
and laptop; can offers for the presidency be far behind? I sincerely hope
that I never have to face that distinction.
My dreams, which are closer to nightmares, trouble my peace about
moving; but, transition has always been hard for me and, this time, I
don’t have a congregation of people to welcome me when I arrive.
I have been able to de-clutter and to decide whether something is go

(Continued on Page 5)

1

Dear Friends of 1st UMC Card Ministry:
Thank you so much for the beautiful card that we received recently. The
picture looked a bit like Colorado, where we now live!
We are planning a time in November to be in Iowa and share with supporting churches. If you are interested in hearing more about God’s work through
us, we would love to come and share. We will be in touch again as our schedule becomes a bit more certain.
Until then, Thank you to all who share in this ministry by prayer, cards, and
gifts.
Love and grace,
Sharon & Lynn Fogleman
We want to express our deepest gratitude to Beverly Hucker for the many
hours of volunteering and service she
has given to our preschool program
this year and for all of the love and
care that she brought into our classrooms with each visit throughout this
school year. Thanks to her support and
your wonderful “Change a Child’s
Story Reading Program” our preschool program gained a special friend
this year and helped us to ignite a lifetime love of reading in each of our
students. Your service to our community and the children of our future is a
blessing to so many. You have certainly touched many lives. Words really cannot express the thankfulness we feel! Thank you!
Sincerely,
Sara Kramer, Brooke Patton, Robyn Wilham, Tena Scarbrough, Heather Tolander, and Laura Wilson
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Annual Conference Hymn Sing
Saturday, June 8th, 2019
Sunday, June 9th, 2019
Votes for favorite hymns have been tabulated!
Join together to see what tune made the BIG LIST!

Some folks have asked about the report on the CAT—the
Congregational Assessment Tool that was taken in March—
and wondering about the results. There have been delays
stemming from the unavailability of a facilitator/interpreter.
Also, since Pastor Deb is retiring, the Logistics Team and
Pastor Dave Bracht-Wagner believe that it would be most
useful to wait until Pastor Dave’s appointment begins on July
1st, 2019. So, results are coming. Thank you for your patience.

If you are interested in using your
talents and providing special music
during the summer,
please talk to Mark Kimzey.
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Have you heard about rotation Sunday school?
Rotation Sunday school
makes learning fun, creative, and exciting. It consists of units. Each unit
has a theme and each unit
is composed of five to seven stations, which revolve
around that unit theme.
The stations can be anything we would like them
to be, but they are generally: art, spiritual practices, science, music,
missions, games, and storytelling. There is one station each week,
which means that instead of the kids being rushed from activity-toactivity, they can have time to be more creative and experience a
deeper exploration of the unit theme. Additionally, because there is a
different station each week, this keeps things exciting for the children,
as they will be doing something new and different each week. This also means that no one must commit to teaching every week! But, we
need YOUR help! If you would like to know more about how you can
help, please contact Pastor Luann.

You can do this. You can help. You can make
one weekend out of 4 to 6 weeks work. What
a sweet way to use your God given talents and
abilities and to share your love of children.
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Please Pray For Healing and Support














Up to date as of May 24th, 2019

Charles Haffarnan, brother of Jim Haffarnan, has had a massive stroke
and is in ICU at the University of Iowa Hospital
Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner who is undergoing therapy for cancer and
also for Pastor Dave and the Bracht-Wagner family
David Knutson, brother of Beverly Hucker, has received his new liver and
is in rehabilitation
Bill Marley health concerns
Pastor Deb during this time of transition and moving
Carroll Parks at Park Place
Bev and Shorty Benge for upcoming surgeries
Bob Beatty in Savannah Heights
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman
Our shut-ins who are homebound and those in care centers
Our armed service members who are deployed throughout the world
Iowa Wesleyan University and its impact and importance to the community and Southeast Iowa

Our Sympathy to:

Phyllis Conner and her family on the death of her brother, Samuel
Lant, who passed away on May 8th, 2019.

Congratulations to: Katelyn and Tyler Woodsmall on their wedding
on Saturday, May 25th, 2019.
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I have included a
posting from Pastor
Catie Newman, our
conference’s Disaster Response Coordinator:
“Dear Friends in the
Iowa Annual Conference,
Over the last few
days, much of the
Midwest and Iowa
have been pummeled with severe storms, including a tornado on Tuesday early in the morning that resulted in a fatality near Adair, Iowa. Please keep the families and community affected in your
prayers. Disaster can and does strike anywhere in a heartbeat. As Christians, we can rest in
the knowledge that we are held close in the Savior's arms in trying and frightening times.

Weather forecasters advise that this is just the beginning. We are in a "very unsettled"
weather pattern that will result in more and more severe storms for the next several
months. For more information on the forecast, see the National Weather Service's forecast: www.weather.gov
This is a good time to get prepared, pray, have a plan,
know where you will take
shelter and talk to family,
friends and neighbors about
what to do before and after a
severe storm.
Blessings,
Pastor Catie Newman
Iowa Annual Conference
United Methodist Church
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Jeff Johnson
Joanne
Sourwine

19
Jeff Lees
Lynn Riley
Jackson
11
Schimmelpfennig
Ted Klopfenstein
Laura Shaffer
Karol Shaffer
Marlys Turbett
20

13
Joanne McCabe

3
Shirley Booth
Lauri Buckert
Jennifer Tewell
Jolynn Wettach

14
Liam Christner
Shelley Doak
Allison Elmore
Jacob Mallams

4
Easton Stewart

15
Chris Mallams

5

16
Jeff Cole
Viengvilai
Keomanivong
Jeanette Michelson
Susan Sammons

6
7
Melinda Huisinga
Becky Johnson
Tryson Oliver
8
Nikolas Coble
Kathy
Rauenbuehler
9
Kim Evans
Delpha Wallingford
10
Carol Butterbrodt

21
Lucy Dingman
22
Ryan Borders
Cam Gardner
Michele Peterson

28
Laura Beattie
Becky Kauffman
29
Megan Griffen
Betty Miller
30
JoAnn Corell

23
Carol Dustman
Lisa LaFever
24
Chuck Allen
Zella Challen
Paul Dennison
Kayden Kinney
Brooke McClellan
Jennifer Rode
Wanda Roth
25
Mike Borders
Joyce Hanks
Jeff Rauenbuehler
Grace Sammons
Violet Stafford

17
Lee McWilliams
Gaila Oschwald
Gwen Peterson
Sidney Taylor
18
Reece Coffman
Marge McKim
Ann Noel

26
Rich McCabe
Serie Welcher
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Nancy Hackett

Mara Hobbs
Matt
Schimmelpfennig
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1
Johnny Liechty
Jodi Wilson

12
Amy Buckert
Mike Gardner
Mark Kinney
Sydni Wilson

27
Donnie Arledge
Jordyn Dingman
Amy Frantz
Ashley Lohmann
Jim Miller
Jeff Wick

2019 Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church Schedule:
June 7th 7:00 p.m. Laity & Clergy Sessions
June 8th 1:30 p.m. Retirement Service Pastor Deb will be honored with other retirees of the class of 2019
June 9th 9:00 a.m. Ordering of Ministry Service - Pastor Luann will be
commissioned
Lay Members, Carol Nemitz and Jeff Thomas, along with Clergy Members, Pastor Luann and Pastor Deb, will attend the Annual Conference of
the United Methodist Church in Iowa from June 7th through June 11th.
Please pray for us, the conference and the United Methodist Church.
Thank you.
What else will be included in the proceedings of the Annual Conference:
 Lay and clergy delegates to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences will be elected.
 Teaching sessions presented by Rev. Rob Cook and pastor Eric Mulanda and workshops on: Creating a New Community of Faith in Your
Community, Freeing the Spirit in Your Community, Mental Health Coalition Building, and The Gift of Conflict,
 Opportunities to support missions through offerings
 Discussing the 2019 General Conference decision and
 Raising volunteer leaders.

This cartoon is
for all of you
who have ever
been to Annual
Conference.
Thank you!
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Missions
The church has signed up to help with Summer Sacks,
the week of July 15—19. The sign up sheets are in the
Upper Fireside room. Please stop and take a sign up for
a shift or two (they are only 1 hour long). Fellowship
Cup would also take donations of paper lunch sacks,
100% juice boxes, snack bars, and any other lunch items.

Watch next month for school kit information.
Missions plans to collect during July and August when supplies are on sale.

Prayer and Holy Communion will be on
(Continued from Page 1)

ing with me, going to be donated or going right to my beloved dumpster. I think that there is truth that the amount of things that you
have and must manage adds to stress. I look forward to having the
things that I need and want in my new living space; but, no more. I
don’t think that I will find that the objects I am taking with me will occupy too much space or be spread all over kingdom come.
I pray for Rev. David Bracht-Wagner and his family as they make a
transition as well. Please show your welcome to them as warmly as
you did to me. Embrace their sons, Christian and Malachi, and their
adult daughter, Sarah. Hold Pastor Dave’s wife, Pastor Melisa, in your
prayers as she continues her cancer treatments and undergoes surgery later this summer.
I have appreciated being here and serving as your pastor. I wish
you God’s blessing in the future and growth in ministry and service.
Now, final, fitting & funny words, “Without your help and neverending support, I don’t know how I will be able to hold forth. Without your cheerful smile and motivational notes, I will have to depend
on inspirational videos and quotes.” Farewell, my sisters & brothers.
Deb
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Thursday, June 6th, from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Join us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your
prayers and concerns to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can read and when
you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will serve
you.
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On Sunday, May
28th, 25 members
and friends of our
congregation who
passed from this
earthly life to life
eternal were remembered by adding a
flower to a vase with
simple greenery. As
their names were
read a flower was
added and the chime
sounded.

Permanent Endowment Fund Scholarships Awarded!
Three $1,000 scholarships were
awarded to graduating high school
seniors: Johnna Eads, Katelynn
Gardner, and Keelyn McNamee.
9

It’s almost time for Vacation Bible School! Vacation Bible School will be held on Monday, July 8th through Thursday,
July 11th from 6:00 pm until
8:00 pm here at the church.
Our theme for this year is
“Crocodile Dock: Where Fearless Kids Shine God’s Light!”
All children ages pre-school
through 5th grade are welcome.
Registration forms will be available soon, so please invite all
the kids you know. They will
not want to miss this exciting
week of VBS!
If you are interested in helping with VBS this year, please let Pastor Luann, Amanda Reynolds, Ashley Hobbs, or Lynn Riley know. We have many
areas in which we need your help, from building props to decorating rooms,
from helping with food to helping with games, from leading to assisting. Any
way in which you are able to help would be greatly appreciated. If we all work
together, this VBS can be one that will be remembered for years to come!

Congratulations to our
Graduates!
Willow Barton
Samantha Decker
Johnna Eads
Katelynn Gardner
Grant Goody
James Kinney
Jozlyn Lee
Clayton Loving
Keelyn McNamee Matthew Moothart
Kelsey Notestine Trace White
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10:00 a.m.. - Car d Ministr y Rm. 109
15th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise & Fellowship Wor ship
16th - Sunday FATHER’S DAY

1st - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
2nd - Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Morning Praise and Prayer
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
3rd - Monday
5:15 p.m. - Cub Scouts
4th - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Outreach/Member/Guest Ministry
Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
5th - Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - CCM Rm 109
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
7th - Friday
-Annual Conference in Des Moines begins8th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
9th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
8:00 a.m. - Morning Praise and Prayer
10:00 a.m. - Worship /Sanctuary/Hymn Sing
10th - Monday
5:15 p.m. - Cub Scouts
11th - Tuesday
-Annual Conference in Des Moines ends1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Tr ustees Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F.H.
12th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir
13th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Par ents Without Par tner s Rm 7
6:30 p.m. - Gir l Scouts Rm 9-11
14th - Friday
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8:00 a.m. - Morning Praise and Prayer
10:00 a.m. - Wor ship
17th - Monday
5:15 p.m.- Cub Scouts
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 109
18th - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Christian Education Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
19th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir
20th - Thursday Messenger Deadline
11:30 a.m..- Love Cir cle @ Sunnybr ook
5:15 p.m. - Fr iendship Cir cle
6:30 p.m. - Gir l Scouts RM 9-11
21st- Friday
22nd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
23rd - Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Morning Praise and Prayer
10:00 a.m. - Worship
24th - Monday
25th - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
26th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir
27th - Thursday
6:30 p.m. - Gir l Scouts
28th - Friday
29th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
30th - Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Morning Praise and Prayer
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary

As you make plans to
enjoy a summer of fun,
family and festivals;
don’t forget to include your faith and
your church. We are
open and serving all
summer long and we
ask you to remember your promises of prayer, Presence, gifts, service and faithful ministry in the world.
BUDGET NEWS
CHURCH ATTENDANCE

April 2019 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 10,525.03
Income:
Pledges/Giving
29,829.50
Other Income
4,636.38
Total Income
$ 34,465.88
Expenses:
(36,784.13)
Liability Difference
(18.16)

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

23
27
103
153

May 4
May 5
May 5
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12
26
97
135

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings/CC

$
$

0.00
615.31

Funds Available:

$

7,573.31

May 11
May 12
May 12
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

22
24
153
199

April 2019—Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 8,560.18
Received
4,605.61
Disbursements:
(2,503.00)

May 18
May 19
May 19
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12
19
97
128

Funds Available:

$ 8,188.62

April 27
April 28
April 28
Total

$ 10,662.79
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