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The MESSENGER
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School &
Adult Study Groups
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer and Praise
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m.—Noon
1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.

Phone: (319) 385-1740
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Debi Ann Roederer & Beth Walker
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Debbie Carlson

Lay.director@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

I wanted to take a break from my normal
newsletter article to tell you about something, which I find very exciting! In the fall
of 2019, we are going to be changing up our
children’s Sunday school in hopes of making
our Sunday school more exciting and fun for
our kids. In an effort to achieve this goal,
our Christian Education team has chosen to
begin a rotation Sunday school in the fall.
You may be asking, “What is a rotation Sunday school?” A rotation Sunday
school is one that makes learning fun, creative, and exciting. It consists of units.
Each unit has a theme and each unit is composed of five to seven stations, which
revolve around that unit theme. The stations can be anything the church would
like them to be, but they are generally: art, spiritual practices, science, music,
missions, games, and storytelling. There is one station each week, which means
that instead of the kids being rushed from activity-to-activity, because we are
trying to fit them all into one Sunday school hour, they can have time to be more
creative and experience a deeper exploration of the unit theme. Additionally, because there is a different station each week, this keeps things exciting for the
children, as they will be doing something new and different each week.
Another wonderful element about the rotation Sunday school is that it does not
need to have only one leader. Each station can be (and should be) a separate
team of people who come on a pre-scheduled Sunday and lead that day’s activities. For example, one Sunday, we might have a team who works with the kids
in the art station, the next Sunday, there would a mission’s team who works with
the kids, and so on. What this means is that no one would need to commit to being a Sunday school leader each week. Since we move from station to station
each week, a person who is interested in leading one of the stations would only
need to do so once every five to seven weeks, depending on the number of stations we have.
This really is an exciting program and I think it would work well for our church.
(Continued on Page 14)
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Thank you!
The Twenty-Forty Sunday study class thanks Dr. Lin Miller, Michele Peterson, Marilyn Young, Kenna Smith and Gannon McNamee for participating in our panel discussion on Sunday, April 14, about “Preparing Our Children in Adolescence to Become Responsible Adults”. It was informative as well as entertaining.

“ We would like to thank our church family for their expressions of sympathy
on the passing of Bob. We would especially like to thank Pastor Deb for her
kind and thoughtful graveside service. She has always been there for our family
in our time of pastoral care, and thank you Mark Kimzey and Pastor Deb for
a beautiful duet at the service.
Gary and Nicky Oldt Family
Thea and Elizabeth Carufel
(continued from Page 1)
However, in order for it to be successful, we need your help! If you would
be interested in learning more about the rotation Sunday school, or leading or
helping with one of the stations, please reach out to me. I would love the opportunity to share more with you about the rotation Sunday school, why I believe it will prove beneficial for us, and
how you can help make that happen.
Please, reach out to me today and let’s
make this upcoming Sunday school year
the best one ever!
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Luann
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Time for Vacation Bible School! Vacation Bible School will be held on Monday, July 8th through Thursday, July 11th
from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm here at the
church.
Our theme for this year is Crocodile
Dock, Where Fearless Kids Shine
God’s Light! All children ages preschool through 5th grade are welcome.
Registration forms will be available
soon, so please invite all the kids you
know. They will not want to miss this
exciting week of VBS!
If you are interested in helping with
VBS this year, please let Pastor Luann, Amanda Reynolds, Ashley Hobbs, or
Lynn Riley know. We have many areas in which we need help, from building
props to decorating rooms, from helping with food to helping with games,
from teaching to assisting. Any way in which you are able to help would be
greatly appreciated. If we all work together, this VBS can be one that will be
remembered for years to come!

VOLUNTEER
READERS
YOU’RE INVITED!!
To a celebration of the Change a Child’s Story Reading Program.

Sunday, May 12th, 2019,
graduating seniors of the
church will be recognized.
Come and add
to the celebration!
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A collaborative reading initiative of the United Methodist Church
and the Mt. Pleasant Community School District.
There will be a short program and recognition of participants.
Refreshments will be served.

May 16 at 4:15 P.M. IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Please Pray For Healing and Support







Up to date as of April 25th, 2019

Duane and Joni Maxwell’s daughter, Deb Weichet, following knee replacement surgery
Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner who is undergoing therapy for cancer and
also for Pastor Dave and the Bracht-Wagner family
David Knutson, brother of Beverly Hucker, who has received a liver transplant.
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman
Our shut-ins who are homebound and those in care centers
Our armed service members who are deployed throughout the world and
state side

Our Sympathy to:

the family of The Rev. Richard Eis
 the family of Jo Thornton
 the family of Jim Snodgrass
 the family of Bob Carufel
 the family of Merlyn Denver Williams who passed
away on Saturday, April
20th.
 and the family of Lola
Swan who passed away on
Tuesday, April 23rd. The funeral service was on Monday, April 29th, at 1:30 p.m.
3

I wouldn’t have said no; but, ministry has been the toughest “job”
I have done. I quote from one of Kyle Matthews songs, “I’d rather serve in
your kingdom than rule in mine.”
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Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit. Psalm 51
As my time as your pastor nears its end, I ask forgiveness from God and
from all whom I may have dismayed, disappointed, discouraged or
served with less than my best—the best that God has given to me. I am
sorry. Pastor Deborah
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19
Mark Burns
20
Carla Byrum
Nora Clark
Katie Detrick
Marilyn Ridinger
Sheri Schlagel
1
Jackson Bell
Rosemary Marley
Mary Peterson
2
Shael Styron
Emma Szewczyk
3
4
Thuan Baccam
John Lance
Louis
Schimmelpfennig
5
Karen Hassell
Debra Mabeus

Karen Carter
Peter Kilbourn
Codi Sammons

21
Carla McNamee
Nicolas Wesely

10
Elaine Walters

22
Avalynn Alexander
Maggie Fitzpatrick
Mabel Goettsche
William Kinney
Elijah McGohan
Austin Smith

11
Mose Caulk
Demi Dawson
Haley Fitzhugh
Mike Hampton
Jill Kilbourn
Richard Wonderlich
12
Scott Lowe

23
Garin Crane
Roy Gilleard
Carl Moehlman
24
Alisha Jennings
Ann Sartorius

13

6
Gradon Rodgers

14
Aidan Fiedler
Martha Ridenour

7

15

25
Robert Kinney
Phyllis Overton

8
Alissa Alexander
Becky Calhoun
Flint Wilson

16
Dot Bappe
Ryan Lauer

26
Matthew Kinney
Pearl Krieger-Coble

9

27
Betty Baker

17
11

28
Robert Bensmiller
Jamie Schadt
29
30
Bryce Eaves
Rachel May
Ben Sourwine
31
William Marley
Jackson Newman
Kelsey Sourwine

Annual Conference Sunday, June 9th, 2019
Hymn Sing
Doesn’t matter if the hymn is in the red United Methodist Hymnal
or in the black The Faith We Sing.
monthly by First United Methodist Church, 309 N.
Main, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641, 319-385-1740, Fax
319-385-1745. Periodical postage paid at Mt.
Pleasant, IA. Subscription price $1.50 a year.
Postmaster: Send address changes to: The
Messenger, 309 North Main Street, Mt. Pleasant,
IA 52641

18
Wes Shaffer

Mikayla Brown
Jack Davis
Philip Wilson

THE MESSENGER (USPS 341-140) Published
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Be counted! Vote for your favorite hymn!
Votes will be tabulated - matched with appropriate scripture - and sung.

You may vote for up to four (4) hymns!
_________________________________________ Page # _____
_________________________________________ Page # _____
_________________________________________ Page # _____
_________________________________________ Page # _____
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Prayer and Holy Communion will be on Thurs-

Missions

day, May 2nd, fr om noon to 1:00 p.m . Join u s and
retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and concerns
to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will
serve you.

May, is one of the months that we
take an offering for the Fellowship
Cup Food Pantry.
There will be a table in the Upper Fireside room for you to leave donated
items on and also a basket for financial donations. Remember that the
Fellowship Cup can buy more at the
coops with your money than you can
at the local stores.

Iowa Wesleyan University—Sending Concert
under the direction of Blair Buffington
Sunday, May 5th. 2019 - 7:00 p.m.
A Sending Concert is a performance that “sends” artists out for their
tour. The members of the audience are favored and blessed to be the
first to hear the selections. The members of the audience are privileged to “send” the performers out with accolades and appreciation!

The list of items usually needed and
always appreciated included: canned
fruit, canned vegetables, cereals, peanut butter, jelly, macaroni and
cheese, spaghetti sauce and pasta products.

Card Ministry will be extending
thinking of you greetings to our shut-ins or
saying “Happy Birthday” to our senior citizens and youth. Please join us on Friday
May 10th, at 10:00 a.m. in room 109, to prepare and address the cards.
If you know someone who could use a thank
you or a cheery note please let the church
office know, 385-1740. If you have cards
that you will not be using, they will be welcomed and used here.
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land.

May 25th – 27th is Memorial Day Weekend.
It is the first holiday of the summer – packed
with picnics, parades, parks, and parties.
Memorial Day is a time to honor the service
of American men and women in defense of
this country. Memorial Day is a day to remember the sacrifices of American men and
women who died for the ideals of this free

First United Methodist Church will honor and remember the lives of men
and women who served this country and extend our comfort and sympathy to their families and to families of our own congregation who grieve
the death of loves ones in the past year.
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Are you stumped?

HIGHER ED SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Graduating high school seniors who are participating
members of FUMC are eligible to apply for a one-year
scholarship. Depending on the number of qualified applicants, students will be awarded up to $1,000.
Students will need to write a letter of application and return it to the Church office by May 11. The letter of application should include a listing of Church activities such as: attending Sunday School,
participating and/or helping with Bible School, singing in choir, assisting with nursery children, helping with Wednesday after school program, helping with video/sound
during Church, working at the Old Threshers booth or the Church kitchen during Old
Threshers, ushering or any other approved Church volunteer activity. Applicants will
then be interviewed by the Higher Education committee. An interview schedule will
be determined after applications are submitted.
Students will also need to ask for a recommendation from Pastor Deb or Pastor Luann. Recommendations from members of the congregation will not be accepted.
Students that receive the 2019– 2020 scholarship money will be required to either
assist one time during Saturday night or Sunday morning worship service OR a
church activity approved by Pastor Deb or Pastor Luann.
Students in grades 9-11 are encouraged to document their FUMC activities in preparation for applying for a scholarship when they are seniors.

Don’t know what to give your
mother for Mother’s Day, May
12th?
How about a donation in her
honor for Change a Child’s
Story?
What a neat way to honor
your mom and thank her for
introducing you to books and
the joy of reading!
The Change a Child’s Story Ministry Team will
have gift certificates available that indicate that a
donation has been received!
You may also give in honor of someone else who
set you in the path of literacy and reading enjoyment or in memory of your mother!

For further information, contact Mary Elgar (385.4785).

Ecumenical Vespers
Sunday, May 5th, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.
Prayer Gathering for the One Year
Anniversary of the ICE Raid
St. Alphonsus Church
We are invited to join our community in
prayer and support of the families who continue to struggle after the raid.
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In Honor of ________________________________________
Donor _____________________________________________
Amount ___________________________________________
Thank you!
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1st - Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - CCM
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
2nd - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
6:30 p.m. - Gir l Scouts Rm 9-11
3rd - Friday
4th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise & Fellowship Wor ship
5th - Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Pr aise & Wor ship-Chapel
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. - IWU Sending Concert
6th - Monday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rm. 9-11
7th - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Outreach Rm 15
5:00 p.m. - Member s & Guests Rm 9-11
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
8th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
9th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Par ents w/out Par tner s Rm 7
6:30 p.m. - Gir l Scouts Rm 9-11

7

10th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Car d Ministr y Rm. 109
11th - Saturday
10:00-Noon - NAMI Fellowship Hall
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise & Fellowship Wor ship
12th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
8:00 a.m. - Praise & Worship –Chapel
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
13th - Monday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
14th - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
5:30-6:30 p.m. - NAMI Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. - Tr ustees Rm 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
15th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. - Hospitality Team Leader &
Event Coordinators meeting
16th - Thursday
11:30 a.m. - Love Cir. Sunnybrook
4:15-6:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story Fellowship Hall
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Cir.
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 9-11
17th - Friday
18th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise & Fellowship Wor ship
19th - Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Pr aise & Wor ship-Chapel
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Wor ship in the Sanctuary
20th - Monday
5:15 p.m. - Cub Scouts
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
21st - Tuesday
8:00 –10:00 a.m. - Henr y Co Ext Kids Br kfst
1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109

5:00-8:00 p.m. - Girls Scouts Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. - NAMI
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
22nd - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
23th - Thursday Messenger Deadline

27th - Monday OFFICE CLOSED
28th - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Staff Rm 109
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm 9-11
7;00 p.m. - Acapella
29th - Wednesday
8:00-10:00 a.m. - Henr y Co Extension
Kids Breakfast
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
30th- Thursday
8:00-10:00 a.m.. - Henr y Co Extension
Kids Breakfast
6:30 p.m. - Gir ls Scouts Rm– 9-11
31st - Friday

8:00-10:00 a.m. - Henr y Co Extension
Kids Breakfast
6:00 p.m. - Gir l Scouts

24th - Friday
25th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise & Fellowship Wor ship
26th - Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Pr aise & Wor ship-Chapel
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 p.m. - Wor ship in the Sanctuar y

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

BUDGET NEWS
March 2019 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 13,167.63
Income:
Pledges/Giving
27,396.45
Other Income
88.96
Restricted Fund Income
7,516.26
Total Income
$ 35,001.67
Expenses:
(36,826.72)
Liability Difference
(817.55)
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$ 10,525.03
$
$

Funds Available:

$ 6,345.32

3,561.75
617.96

March 2019—Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 12,965.95
Received
4,693.23
Disbursements:
(9,099.00)
Funds Available:

$

8,560.18
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March 23
March 24
March 24
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

25
17
84
126

March 30
March 31
March 31
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

24
31
108
163

April 6
April 7
April 7
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

23
22
133
178

April 13
April 14
April 14
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

32
31
164
227

April 20
April 21
April 21
Total

No Service
Sunrise Service
10:00 a.m.

221
221

