
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 
welcomes, equips and sends 
all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 

8:00 am Worship  
9:00 am Sunday School  

August thru May 
Children’s Sunday School &  

Adult Study Groups   
10:00 am Worship 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 
Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 
pastordjs@fumcmtp.org  

 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

 

Maria Marrero, Pastoral Assistant 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debbie Carlson 
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org 

 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 

Robert Luth, Custodian  
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant – page 

 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the October 
Messenger is due Thursday, October 17th 
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Get Ready! 
Get Set! 
Come to the next in-
stallment of ARUKAH! 
 

The last time, we met our dual 
focus was prayer and being the 
hands of God in answering 
prayer. 
 

When we come together 
again, our focus will be a disci-
pline that helps to reveal the living, relevant word of God found in the Holy 
Bible.  The discipline is called Holy Reading and Holy Reading helps us to 
allow the Holy Spirit to communicate fresh inspiration and wisdom with us 
using an ancient text.  
 

There is no charge for this event and its meal but there will be an oppor-
tunity to donate to a local mission project.  
 

Register now for the next ARUKAH event (remember that ARUKAH is 
simply a Hebrew word for growth and restoration) held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 25th, starting at 5:30 p.m.  There event will begin with a meal and table 
talk and progress to the lesson of Holy Reading. 
———————————————————————————————————————— 

Name  ______________________________________________________ 
Phone Number  ______________________________ 
E-mail Address  ______________________________ 

We encourage you to ask a friend to come along! 

Dear, dear sisters and brothers,  (Article continues on p. 18) 
 

 First of all, I want to compliment and thank all those who 
organized, recruited and participated so wonderfully and well 
for MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION.  I learned 
that it takes over 300 volunteers to “person” our stand – 
(retired) Jean Evans returned to help (Praise God!) and even 

one of the fraternities at Iowa Wesleyan University showed up and worked in the dining room 
like Tigers.  The final figures are not calculated but Jeff Thomas, head of the Steering Com-
mittee, indicated that it was a GOOD year – especially, considering the massive storm that hit 
the day before the event, rains much more heavy than a “light rain on Friday evening after the 
show to keep the dust down”, and high temperatures (whew, really HIGH temperatures).  We 
must have slackened on our prayer requests this year.   

But, it WAS a good year.  It felt very good to be a part of the church’s food “tent” and 
to volunteer for other stands and projects, too.  People are, I believe, glad they participated 
and satisfied by a job well done.  WOO-HOO. 

I regret that the nominations process for the church and the work of Jesus Christ 
through the First United Methodist Church falls after this big event for volunteers are tired, 
even, exhausted.  Many believe that they have given all that they can to the United Methodist 
Church through the cause of Midwest Old Threshers.  So, when a personal call comes from a 
pastor or a member of the Nominations Committee, many folks find it difficult to even con-
sider saying, “yes, I’ll be happy to . . .”, or, even, “I’ll prayerfully consider . . .”. 

It is not simply fatigue that enters into hesitancy and unwillingness to agree and serve.  
As I consider MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION and service within the church, 
there are many differences.  Firstly, MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION has a finite 
commitment.  Yes, there are weeks of planning and clean-up in addition to the Labor Day 
Weekend; but, the commitment is not forever as church commitments seem to be – lasting 
year after year, month after month, and week after week.  MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS 
REUNION accomplishes goals quickly and success is celebrated often and enthusiastically; 
however, goals and success in the church are often long-term and not well celebrated.  MID-
WEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION creates an atmosphere of joy and fosters getting to 
know folks and building friendships; the church seems to have a sober, serious atmosphere 
and the growth of relationships is secondary to the serious, sober “tasks and duties” that are 
required and MUST be accomplished.  Of course, delicious food is a big part of MIDWEST 
OLD THRESHERS REUNION and “when you feed them, they will come”.  The refresh-
ments (coffee, tea and delectable cookies and bars) that are offered in the church seem hum-
ble hospitality to the abundance of MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION; however, I 
have to admit that the church does not charge for refreshments.  Advantage to 1st UMC. 

Where I am going with this is that the satisfaction gained from church service pales in 
comparison to MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION and to service in other organiza-
tions.  And, this is a crying shame.  There is so much that the church can and must learn from 
MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION.  It is essential that the church change and trans-
form itself into a place – an noble human/divine endeavor – that generates the same enthusi-



 In my most recent sermon on September 15th 
and 16th, 2018, several of you heard me speak 
about some additional training I am receiving at 
seminary in practice of making disciples.  Chris-
tian Discipleship is a concentration, which I have 
added to my MDiv program, that focuses on pre-
paring me to train and equip lifelong disciples for 
Jesus Christ. As I mentioned in that sermon, I 
have read many books, written by wonderful the-
ologians, on the practice of making disciples. 
Furthermore, I have also read and studied the 

writings and teachings of John Wesley on the subject of making disciples.  All of this 
information is beneficial and quite useful in the practice of making lifelong disciples 
today.  Even so, as I shared in that sermon, what I have discovered during my studies 
on this topic is that, according to all these renowned theologians, the best way in which 
one can make a disciple is to be a disciple.  We can teach others to be disciples, but 
one of the best ways of doing so is to show them by our example—through our leader-
ship and guidance. 
 One of the books I have been reading this semester is Transforming Discipleship, 
by Dr. Greg Ogden. In this book, Dr. Ogden gives insightful information from his for-
mal educational training, as well as his personal ministerial experience, in the practice 
of making disciples. One of the practices, which Dr. Ogden found most successful in 
the practice of making disciples, was not preaching sermons from the pulpit. It was not 
sitting in the leader’s chair during a Sunday school class. It was not even standing in 
front of a room full of seminary students.  For Dr. Ogden, the most successful practice 
of making disciples and encouraging them to go out and make disciples of others came 
through the form of a small group called a triad, in which he and two other people 
formed a covenant accountability group with each other and met regularly over the 
course of a year.  For some, the thought of a triad may be foreign and unfamiliar. Even 
so, a small group might be a wonderful place in which to begin building these cove-
nantal relationships. 
 Small groups are different from Sunday school in that they often involve groups of 
no more than six to eight individuals, and they generally meet in a place other than the 
church building.  This group is a covenant group, meaning that what is shared in the 
small group stays within the small group. Furthermore, these people are there to en-
courage, support, love, and care for one another. As they support each other in this 
way, they also read and study Scripture, as well as pray for one another.  Small groups 

Continued on Page 5  
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asm, similar team spirit, emphasis on pride, personal satisfaction, attention to goals, and 
celebration of achievement.  It is critical that the church change and transform itself into an 
organization that willingly “goes to the mattress” – quote from the Godfather movies – to 
do everything and anything possible to succeed – to succeed not for ourselves but for the 
human family and for the reign of Christ in this broken world. 

The institution of the church must change and pastors and staff members are trying 
to encourage and support transformation; however, often church “work” results in self-
fulfilling prophesies.  Here are a few common ones.  
 “I don’t attend meetings because we never accomplish anything.”  Could it be that 

things are never accomplished because people do not attend?  
 “I am so busy and people won’t help me.”  Might it be that people don’t help because 

they are not asked (merely, expected to volunteer/show up), they are criticized when 
they try to do something different, or they don’t feel welcome, heard or appreciated? 

 “The meetings are so dry and boring.”  If I were a betting person (and, I am not), I 
would wager that the meetings are so dry and boring because the Holy Spirit has not 
been invited and welcomed into the planning, discussion and work of the committee.  
For when the Holy Spirit is present, moving and inspiring people; meetings are any-
thing but dry or boring.  When the Holy Spirit is active, it is hold on to your seats it is 
going to be a very bumpy, but thrilling, ride.  I suspect there are few things more 
thwarting to the inspiration of God’s Spirit than “a brief prayer” and a business as usual 
meeting.  Some “crazy” people encourage the following organization for church meet-
ings:  75% prayer, praise, dreaming and community building and 25% business.   

 

Where is our purpose?  Where do our priorities lie?  Where is our energy?  Where, oh 
where, is our passion?  Near the time of his death, John Wesley voiced this concern, ‘I am 
not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist either in Europe or 
America. But I am afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having the form of reli-
gion without the power.  And this undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast both 
the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which they first set out.’ (‘Thoughts Upon Method-
ism,” 1786.) 

 I encourage each one of us to tap into the spirit - the power - of religion not merely 
the form.  I wish to see everyone plugging into the energy that flows 
from God for the work of the church and the healing of God’s sick and 
tired children.  I ask that we stop forming ideas and attitudes that be-
come harmful, self-fulfilling prophecies.  I pray that each of us will 
have or develop a MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS REUNION frame 
of mind and derive satisfaction from what we do at church, in meet-
ings, and in the community.  Furthermore, I predict that should we, at 
Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church, become awash in grat-
itude, the willingness to try and celebration, goals will be met, visions 
will become realities and dreams will fall fulfilled at our feet.  All this from a MIDWEST 
OLD THRESHERS REUNION state of mind.         Pastor Deborah  
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The hand bell choir under the direction of Jerry 
Lalaga has begun practicing on Wednesdays at 
5:30 p.m. 
 
This is a place where you can join others and 
ring out your joy and happiness and serve God. 

October Hospitality Team  * = Team Leaders 
 

*Tom and Martha Allen    Jeffrey and Rebecca Beavers  
Rachel Bebb       Ervin and Ruth Ann Berkshire 
Anthony and Angela Blint   Cheryl Borders   
Steven and Karen Brimhall   Julie Brown    
Susan Clark        Melissa Crew    
Peggy Crew        David and Wanda Curtis  
Kevin and Diane Dunsmore   Jennifer Hunold   
Tobin and Fran Jacks     Randall and Linda Keith  
Robert and Jane Kinney    Stewart Kinney   
Jill Kirby         Richard and Joanne McCabe 
Richard III & Brooke McClellan Robert Patterson 
*Denton and Jean Reschly   Jeanette Rice    
Marilyn Ridinger      Steve Riley and Tammy Olson-Riley 
Roy and Karol Ross     Clara Ryan      
*Jason and Debra Smith    Mark and Susie Stalder  
Christine Stauffer      Nancy Stevens 
Carol Swailes       Joseph and Nicole Syfert 
 
If any need for hospitality arises during September, the church 
office will call one of the members of the Kitchen Committee.  
A member of the Kitchen Committee will call the first leader 
with necessary information and instructions (how many salads, 
desserts, workers, etc.)  If the first leader is unavailable to 
make the calls and requests, the first leader will call the second 
leader.  The leader will then call down the monthly list until 
the need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.)   By the way, if you see your name and 
don’t remember you volunteered for this ministry, you are probably correct.  The 
names of all current church members were divided and placed into the 12 monthly 
lists.  Think about it as a benevolent draft.  Thank you! 
 Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of people 
for whom to plan.  Karol Shaffer and Jean Evans have prepared a book, “Gospel of the 
Kitchen according to Jean,” that is stored under the microwave in the kitchen and in 
the church office.  Also, the leaders of the previous month, in this case August, are 
ready and willing to share their experience and to offer what support and help they 
can.   

FYI—The office hours of the church are now set as: 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Please remember and use the  
answering option at the 

church if no one answers the 
phone or write a note if no 

one is present. 

The members and friends of First United Method-
ist Church welcome another little one into the 
family of God. 
 

Rigsby Jase Reisdorf, son of Jodie and Rich Reis-
dorf and little brother of Rhett Jaxson Reisdorf.  
Baptized on Sunday, September 23rd, 2018, at the 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

Welcome to church membership: 
  
Brittany Paige Whalen who received Christian baptism 
and entered into membership on Sunday, September 16th, 
at the 8:00 a.m. Prayer and Praise Service.  
 

Paige Dietel who is a Branch Office Manager for Edward 
Jones and enjoys running, baking, watching movies, and 
spending time with family, and  
 

Alex Huisman who is Head Men’s Basketball Coach at Iowa Wesleyan University.and 
enjoys sports and movies.  Paige and Alex came into membership on Sunday, September 
30th. 
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Please Pray For Healing and Support  
Up to date as of September 21st, 2018  

 
 Carl Davis - liver transplant 
 Frances Barr - who will have hip replacement surgery 
 Glenna Voyles - Sharon Barron and Cindy Watson’s mother 
 Maria Marrero  
 Dr. Robert S. Wettach  
 Pastor Carl Benge 
 Toby Jacks  
 Carson Bagles - migraines 
 David Fegan - leukemia 
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman  
 Our armed service members who are deployed throughout the world 
 Prayers to the people of the Philippines who were devasted by the Typhoon 

Mangkhut that triggered a massive landslide destroying hundreds of homes.  Please 
pray they find the missing and to the families who have been affected by the deaths 
of their loved ones.    

 Prayers to the people of North and South Carolina as they are still dealing with the 
devastation left behind by Hurricane Florence.  

 
Our Prayers of Celebration 
 Joe Oschwald - able to be out and has returned to church 
 The birth of Josephine Isabelle Allender, daughter of Lau-

ren and Blake Allender, granddaughter of Joe and Gaila 
Oschwald and Tom and Christine Allender. - September 
15th, 2018 

 
Our Prayer for Christian Sympathy and Love 
 
The family of Jack Voyles, who passed away on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9th.  Please remember his wife, Glenna, and daugh-
ters, Sharon Barron and Cindy Watson, in your prayers. 
 
The family of Irma Swan, who passed away on Wednesday, 
September 12th. Please remember Irma’s family in prayer.  A 
committal service is scheduled for Monday, October 15th.  
Pastor Luann is officiating. 
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are truly a blessed way to not only make disciples, but also equip others to 
make disciples as well.  Once a small group grows larger than eight people, a 
new small group will form, and so the growth (and disciple making) continues. 
 I would love to offer to begin a small group with a few of you, who are hun-
gering for more.  I have some great books that can potentially be used as a start-
ing point for the small group.  If you believe that being in a small group is 
something that would not only nourish your spirit, but also better equip you in 
making disciples while strengthening your own faith, then I encourage you to 
reach out to 
me.  
 Making dis-
ciples does not 
have to be a 
complicated 
business; we 
only need to be 
a disciple.  
What better 
way to be a dis-
ciple than to 
come together 
in a way that 
will nourish 
one another’s 
spirits, 
strengthen our 
faith, and equip 
us to share 
Christ with oth-
ers?  I hope to 
speak with you 
soon! 
 
Peace and 
Blessings, 
Pastor Luann 

 



1 
Waunita Gibbons 
Matthew Mallams 

Brady Sartorius 
2  

Rosie Rogers 
Kelsey DeWitt (nee Smith) 

3 
Joshua Lees 

Grace Lefever 
John Millspaugh 

4 
Garret Burgus 
Adam Humble 
Erin Humble 

Richard Kinney 
Jeffery Thomas 

5 
Jessica Streeter 

7 
Robert Gholson 

Edward Peterson 
9 

Luke Beal 
Hugh Miller 

Robert Parks 

Vanessa Perez 

10 
Dana Parker 
Mary White 

11 
Grace Davis 

Renee Smith 
12 

Nolan Hunold 
13 

Jenna Gilmore 
14 

Tom Allen 
Ava Seibert 

15 
Corey Calhoun 

16 
Joslyn Bryant 

Anita Hampton 
Mariella McClellan 

17 
Peggy Hickenbottom 

 18 
Patricia Rod 

19 
Matthew Hobbs 

Leslie Taylor 
20 

Charles Albright 
21 

Anthony Blint 
Debbie Graber 

23 
Wanda Miller 

Nancy Stevens 
 24 

Irene Norris 
25 

Gavin Christner 
Lee Davis 

26 
Gloria Bishop 
Ashley Cole 
Steve Heise 
Brock Palar 

Jerald Ruschill 
27 

Knox Caulk 
28 

Jim Andrew 
Emily Hunold 

29 
Brian Smith 

Marlene Statler 
30 

Samantha Decker 
Shyanne Johnston 

Robert Stafford 
31 

Lindsay Honts 
Reece McNamee 

Nicole Syfert 
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Missions 
September and October Project 

 

Hygiene Kit Materials 

 One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches)  

  No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels  

 One washcloth 

 One comb  

  Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 

  No pocket combs or picks 

  Rattail and combs with handles are acceptable  

   but must have at least 6 inches of teeth 

 One toenail or fingernail clipper  

  No emery boards or metal nail files  

 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)  

  No Ivory or Jergen's soap 

  Do not remove from packaging 

 One adult toothbrush  

  Do not remove from packaging 

  Personal advertising not acceptable 

 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches)  

  Common household bandages acceptable  

 One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 

Bridges Out of Poverty is a community support 
program that provides a family of concepts, 
workshops, and products to help employers, com-
munity organizations, social service agencies, 
and individuals address and reduce poverty in a 
comprehensive way. Bridges brings people from 
all sectors and economic classes together to im-
prove job retention rates, build resources, im-
prove outcomes, and support those who are mov-
ing out of poverty. 

The Missions Ministry Team shares that volunteers are needed to prepare a light 
meal for about 15—20 people at the Fellowship Cup on the first and/or third Mon-
days of each month.  Contact Darrel Rogers for more information. 

Please add $2.00 per kit for 
the purchase of toothpaste 
and to help cover shipping.   



Prayer and Holy Communion will be on 
Thursday,  October 4th, from noon to 1:00 p.m.  Join 
us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and 
concerns to God.  There will be scriptures and prayers 
that you can read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or 
Pastor Luann will serve you.   

7 
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Do you have any membership care news which needs to be shared?  If so, please 
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our finance and membership care coor-
dinator.  You may reach Debbie via email at  debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org, or 
by phoning the church office at (319) 385-1740.  The church office hours are 
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

Hey kids, are you ready for 
some Bible adventures? Do you 
want to hear Bible stories, play 
games, and have fun?  If so, 

then you’ll want to be a part of                                                 
KID ADVENTURES CLUB                                  
at First United Methodist 

Church, Mt. Pleasant. 
 

 
 
 

Who: Children ages Kindergarten through 5th grade 
What:  Kid Adventures after school club 
When: Wednesdays, beginning September 5th, from 3:30 pm until 5:00 pm 
Where: First United Methodist Church, 309 N. Main Street in Mount 
Pleasant, IA 
Why:   Because we have a lot of exploring to do!       
Parents, if you would like your child to be a part of this FREE Wednesday 
after school Kid Adventures Club, please complete the registration form 
available at the rear of the Sanctuary. You can also contact Pastor Luann 
Benge at the First United Methodist Church by calling (319) 385-1740     

 

The Chancel Worship Choir has be-
gun its rehearsals on Wednesdays at 
6:30 pm. 
 

There is space for you. 
Plus, the pews are padded. 

 

 

Notice: Rummage Sale News— 

Our Annual Fall Rummage 
Sale has been canceled this 
year.  If there is interest for 
one in the spring, please con-
tact the church office.  Thank 
you to everyone who has 
helped with the project in any 
way over the years.  

Jean Reschly 

Canceled 

We’re all ready to learn.  
Are you ready to teach 
us?  The Kid Adventures 
Club and Sunday School 
program are in great need 
of co-teachers and assis-
tants.  If you have a love 
of children and youth in 
your heart, let the love 

out and volunteer! 
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Scripture Readings - 
Narrative Lectionary 
 

October 7th 
Covenant and Commandments 
Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 
 
October 14th 
Joshua Renews the Covenant 
Joshua 24:1-15 [16-26] 
 
October 21st 
David and Bathsheba 
2 Samuel [11:1-5. 26-27]; 12:1-9 
 
October 28th  
Solomon’s Wisdom 
1 Kings 3:4-9, (10-15), 16-28 
 

 1 - Monday 
6:30 pm Charge Conference 

 2 - Tuesday  
   2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:00 pm  Member Guest/Outreach 
   6:00 pm SPRC 
 3 - Wednesday 
  3:30 pm Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm Bells 
  6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 4 - Thursday 
  8:30 am Knots of Love 
    12:00 pm Prayer & Communion 
  6:30 pm Unafraid 
 6 - Saturday 
  9:00 am Safe Sanctuary Training 
  5:30 pm Worship 
 7 - Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 

World Communion Sunday 
 9 - Tuesday  
   2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:30 pm Missions 
   6:30 pm Trustees 
10 - Wednesday 
  3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm Bells 
  6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
11 - Thursday 

    10:00 am Grace Circle 
      5:00 pm Change a Child’s Story 
  6:30 pm  Unafraid 
13 - Saturday 
  5:30 pm Worship 
14 - Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in the Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
15 - Monday 
  6:00 pm Generosity & Stewardship 
16 - Tuesday 
      2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm Christian Education 
17 - Wednesday 
  3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm Bells 
  6:30 pm Chancel Choir 

18 - Thursday  Messenger Deadline 
      6:30 pm Unafraid  
20 - Saturday 
  5:30 pm Worship 
21 - Sunday Blanket Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
23 - Tuesday 
  2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm Administrative Council 
24 - Wednesday  
  3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm Bells 
  6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
25 - Thursday 
      5:30 pm ARUKAH 
27 - Saturday 
   5:30 pm Worship 
28 - Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in Chancel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 

As our church-member students pre-
pare to begin the 2018-2019 academic 
year, we ask you to send your school 
address to the church office so that we 
can remember you with mail care 
packages in December and April.  Stu-
dents who turn in their school address 
to the church office prior to Septem-
ber 30th, 2018 will receive an extra $5 
Subway Gift Card. 
We wish all our church-member stu-

dents a great academic year!  We look forward to welcoming you 
on weekends!   

THE MESSENGER (USPS 341-140)  Published monthly 
by United Methodist Church, 309 N. Main,  Mt. Pleasant, 
IA 52641, 319-385-1740, Fax 319-385-1745.  Periodical 
postage paid at Mt. Pleasant, IA.  Subscription price $1.50 
a year.   Postmaster:  Send address changes to: The 
Messenger, 309 North Main Street,  Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 

1st UMC 



  CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 

August 18    5:30 p.m.   39 
August 19  10:00 a.m.      100 
Total:               139 
 
August 25     5:30 p.m..   26 
August 26   10:00 a.m.        95 
Total:             121 
 

September 1     (no service) 
September 2   10:00 a.m.       40 
    

September 8    5:30 p.m.     26 
September 9    8:00 a.m.      27 
     10:00 a.m.   125 
Total:               178 
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BUDGET NEWS 
 

August 2018 — Current Budget 

Beginning Bank Balance   $    2,057.59 
Income:     

  Pledges/Giving     30,641.82 

Restricted Fund Income 

 Other Income            128.52 

       ACH for Mission          799.33 

Total Income                             $     31,569.67 

Expenses:  

  Operating Expenses      $    (27,762.86) 

  Liability Difference                          (76.49)

Ending Bank Balance  $     5,787.91 

Liabilities:  

    Apportionments          $      (7,140.00) 

   Withholdings/CC                       (2,227.41) 

Funds Available    $  (3,579.50) 

 

August 2018—Missions Budget  

Beginning Bank Balance $    12,453.81 

Received                                      1,134.55 

Disbursements                                 (2,910.00)

Ending Bank Balance   $     10,678.36 

Liabilities:   

 Apportionments              0.00 

Funds Available    $     10,678.36 

 

United Methodist Church and Jeff McPheron, 
 Thank you for thinking of my 
home and residents with the ex-
tra food left from Old Threshers.  
All donations help keep my ex-
penses down and then I can in 
turn pass savings on to residents. 
- Thanks again, Kay Miller, Van 
Vorhies Haus. 
 
Dear United Methodist Church -  
 Thank you for generously 
sharing your space with us every 
Tuesday night!  We appreciate 
your community so much! -  

Acappella 

I call nine blessings from above 
 
In the name of God: the creator, the giver of life, the holder of time 
In the name of Jesus: the savior, the healer, the lifter of pain. 
In the name of the Spirit: the comforter, the consoler, the sustainer of life. 
 
I knit a mantle of caring 
I knit a mantle of protection 
I knit a mantle of wholeness 
 
I knit a mantle of strength 
I knit a mantle of healing 
I knit a mantle of patience 
 
I knit a mantle to enfold you 
I knit a mantle to encircle you 
I knit a mantle to empower you. 
 
- Cathleen O’Meara Murtha, DW 

Two Sunday 

Worship  

Services 
 

8:00 am 

In the Chapel 

10:00 am 

In the Sanctuary  

Knots of Love, our prayer 
shawl ministry, meets the first 

Thursday of each month. 
 

In October it is Thursday, the 
4th.   

 

Presented here is an example of 
a prayer that may be used 

while knitting. 



CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY 
READERS AND SUPPORTERS 

 
It’s time to gear up for fall student 
reading!  Please contact Karla 
Lance via e-mail kar-
la_k69@hotmail.com to sign up 
again to read in the Mount Pleas-
ant Community Schools.  Karla will 
be working on the fall schedule in 
the near future.  If you have never 
volunteered, this is your oppor-
tunity to join this ministry and 

Change a Child’s Story - Change a Child’s Life.  For those who do not 
use e-mail, you may reach Karla at 319-385-9987.  WE CAN ALWAYS 
USE DONATIONS TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF BOOKS.   We 
have given children 2,997 books since the beginning of this ministry due 
to your generosity.  Thank you for all of your support. 

10 11 

Welcome to New Members 
 

We asked each of the confirmands 
to answer two questions:  1) In-

teresting things about you to 
share with your brothers and sis-
ters in Christ and 2) How do you 
want to use your membership in 
the church?  How do you wish to 

be involved? 
 

Here are their answers! 
 

Grace Coble 1) Grace participates 
in volleyball, basketball, track, or-
chestra, 4H and Chorus.  Grace’s 
family includes her parents, Jay 
and Carrie, and a brother, Nik. 2) I 

am available to help when needed. 
 

Reece Coffman 1) This is my first year of traveling soccer.  2) I want to 
be a helper. 
 

Ella McNamee 1)  I like to write in my free time unless I’m talking to my 
friends; but, I also like to play softball and volleyball.  I am also involved 
with flags/color guard. 
 

Weston Miller 1) I have a twin brother.  I live in New London and I like 
to play golf, basketball and baseball.  2) I want to help out at Old Thresh-
ers and continuing going to Sunday School. 
 

Wyatt Miller 1)  I have a twin brother.  I live in New London.  I play foot-
ball, basketball and my favorite sport is golf. 2) I enjoy working at Old 
Threshers and participating in church services.  I would like to go on an-
other mission trip. 
 

Kate Schimmelpfennig 1)  I enjoy spending time with friends and fami-
ly, traveling, and playing basketball, volleyball, and running in track.  2)  I 
want to use my membership to grow as the person I want to be, everyone 
in the church is so supportive and I can use (their support) to develop into 
the Christian-adult I hope to be. 
 
Josie Gilmore—Josie will be confirmed and brought into membership on 
Sunday, September 30th, 2018 

Cedar Rapids Emmaus Community 
is pleased to announced 

Men’s Walk # 177 
Thursday, October 25th to Sunday, October 28th, 2019 

and 
Women’s Walk # 178 

Thursday, November 8th to Sunday, November 11th, 
2018 

Camp Io-Sis-E-Ca 
Solon Area 

 

If you have experienced a Walk to Emmaus, please 
give prayerful consideration to sponsoring a Pilgrim.  For information on 

sponsorship, please call Pam at 309-657-3434 


