
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 
welcomes, equips and sends 
all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 

8:00 am Worship  
9:00 am Sunday School  

August thru May 
Children’s Sunday School &  

Adult Study Groups   
10:00 am Worship 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 
Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 
pastordjs@fumcmtp.org  

 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

 

Maria Marrero, Pastoral Assistant 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debbie Carlson 
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org 

 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 

Robert Luth, Custodian  
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant – page 

 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the December 
Messenger is due Thursday, November 15th, 2018 
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Welcome to New Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paige Dietel joined First United Methodist Church on September 30th.  
Paige is a Branch Office Administrator for Edward Jones.  She transfers from 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Norwood, MN.  Paige enjoys running, bak-
ing, watching movies, and spending time with her family. 
 

Alex Huisman joined First United Methodist Church on September 30th.  
Alex is the Head Coach of Iowa Wesleyan University’s Men’s Basketball 
program.  Alex transfers from Elan Lutheran Church in Randall, IA.  Alex 
enjoys sports and movies. 
 

Josie Gilmore joined First United Methodist Church on September 30th.  
Josie was received as a member through confirmation.  Josie is an extremely 
active student in her school. 
 

Please take time to welcome all these new folks! 
 

 

Family of God, 
  It hasn’t been hard to notice that the world in which we live has become 
more contentious and more tolerant of what would have once been considered 
“bad” behavior.  There is nothing wrong with being honest and speaking the 
truth in love; but being brutal is way over the edge.  We understand from person-
al experience that people are tired, busy, stretched, pulled in many directions – 
asked to do and be more than we are able.  We have boundaries that are too fluid 
and we are overwhelmed.  When this happens to me, I become less likely to try 
to understand.  I become short in my speech and in my body language.  I be-
come closer to my own worst self than my best self. 
  In addition, the church is an interesting group of people – called, blessed, 
ordained by God with gifts, talents and abilities; but we are still human beings 
with all possible human faults.  Yet, we are judged by a much, much higher 
standard – the standard of God’s son which we will never meet.  The church is 
the body of Christ, the family of God, and we need all the members of the body 
to be joined together in love and service.  I have been searching the Internet for 
some guidelines in this difficult national and local culture and I found some that 
I think are helpful.  I offer them to you for whatever help they may be. 
1 Know who Jesus is and what he did. Read the Bible to learn more about 

him. Acts 20:32 says that the Word of God is able to build you up. 
 
2 Love him. Radiate that love with others. Jesus said in John 13:34-35 that 

people would know us if we had the agape love of God and demonstrate it to 
the world.  Have the right heart.  

Proverbs 4:23, "Above all things keep your heart for out of it  
are the issues of life."  

Proverbs 3:5, "Trust in the Lord with all your Heart  
and rely not on your own understanding." 

 

4 Care for other people. Treat others as you would like to be treated 
(Golden Rule of Jesus in Matthew 7:12); think beyond yourself. Jesus for-
gave Peter even though Peter betrayed Jesus. Peter betrayed Jesus but Jesus 
would never betray Peter. 

(Continued on Page 18) 
 
 

4 Be learned and wise. Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and favor with 
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Dearest Family of God, 
 

At First United Methodist Church, we have adapted the 
2017 Generosity and Stewardship theme, “Grounded in 

Faith – Growing to Welcome, Equip and Send”, to the theme, 
“Leafing it up to You – Ministry for All”.  The members 
of the team are partial to the tree as a symbol for faith.  
Trees begin small (acorns, nuts and pinecones) and grow 
into productive and fruitful giants.  In the life of a decidu-
ous tree, there are cyclical times of growth and dormancy.  
Buds appear.  Green leaves unfurl and provide for the en-
ergy needs of the tree and the environment.  The green 

leaves age and change.  The leaves fall and wither.  Then, in winter time, bare of 
leaves, the tree rests and prepares for a new cycle of growth, productivity and 
fruitfulness. 

It is time at the church for growth and action again.  And, we are “Leafing 
it up to You”.  This is an appeal for everyone and a ministry for all of us.   

 On Sunday, October 21st, a bare branch tree will appear in the chancel 
area of the church – right up front.  Each time an estimate of giving is received, a 
new leaf will be added to the tree.  The colors of the leaves have meaning as well 
as beauty. 

 

A green leaf for an estimate of giving which has been received from a current 
donor  

A brown leaf for identifying a way that an individual is willing to use his/her 
gifts and talents for God and God’s children in the world 

A crimson leaf for an increased estimate of giving which has been received 
from a current donor or an individual signing up for ACH 

An orange leaf for an estimate of giving which has been received from a new 
donor 

A gold leaf for an estimate of giving that informs us of a legacy gift 
(remembering the church as a part of one’s estate) 

 

How we are “Leafing it up to You – Ministry for All?” – Four (4) simple 
steps.  

Pray and ask God’s will for your life and your gifts. 
Fill in the enclosed estimate of giving form.   (Continued on Page 5) 
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both God and Man (Luke 2:52). 
 
5  Be humble. After  Jesus washed His disciples feet, He said, " An example 
I have given you, that you should do likewise (John 13:15).  

Deal with your pride and any boastfulness. Phil 2:5 says, "Let this 
humble mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus". 

 
6  Be prepared to say you’re sorry when you get something wrong. 
Be considerate of others in all that you do. I Corinthians 13:4 says that love is 
always patient and kind.  
 
7 Watch your tone of voice, your style of language (don't curse, blas-

pheme, etc.). Always speak kindly of others and try to see things from 
their perspective. Jesus on the Cross said, "Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do (Luke 23:34). 

 

  Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let 
me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, 
joy.  O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to 
console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; For it is in 
giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying 
that we are born again to eternal life.  (The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi) 
 

  Becoming like Christ is a long, slow process of growth. Spiritual maturi-
ty is neither instant nor automatic; it is a gradual, progressive development 
that will take the rest of your life. Referring to this process, Paul said, "This 
will continue until we are . . . mature, just as Christ is, and we will be com-
pletely like him." (Ephesians 4:13 CEV)  You are a work in progress. Your 
spiritual transformation in developing the character of Jesus will take the rest 
of your life, and even then it won't be completed here on earth. It will only be 
finished when you get to heaven or when Jesus returns.  

 

From a fellow work in progress, 
 

Pastor Deborah 
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Get Ready! 
Get Set! 
Come to the next installment of 
ARUKAH! 
 

The last time, we met our dual focus was prayer and be- ing the hands of God in answer-
ing prayer. 
 

When we come together again, our focus will be a discipline that helps to reveal the liv-
ing, relevant word of God found in the Holy Bible.  The discipline is called Holy Reading 
and Holy Reading helps us to allow the Holy Spirit to communicate fresh inspiration 
and wisdom with us using an ancient text.  
 

There is no charge for this event and its meal but there will be an opportunity to donate to 
a local mis- sion project.  
 

Regis- ter now for the next ARUKAH event (remember that ARUKAH is simply a Hebrew 
word for growth and restoration) held on Thursday, October 25th, starting at 5:30 p.m.  There 
event will begin with a meal and table talk and progress to the lesson of Holy Reading. 
       ———— ————————————————————————————————— 

November Hospitality Team 
 

Laura Beattie      *Robert and Patricia Bensmiller 
Jeffery Bensmiller     William Bensmiller   
Courtney Bowman     Patricia Burden      
Carla Byrum      Corey Calhoun      
Katie Detrick      Tamara Detrick      
Susan Eaves       Kevin Elmore 
Waunita Gibbons     Gary Hackett  
Julie Jennings      Scott and Rebecca Kauffman 
Donald Kinney      Paula Kinney 
Lisa Lefever       Gregory Lenz  
Timothy and Julie Liechty  *Jeffery and Nancy McGohan 
Cleo McKim      Jeffrey and Sherri McPheron 
Laura Noble       David Price  
Lisa Price       Kathleen Rauenbuehler     
Steve and Patricia Rod   *Weslie and Karol Shaffer     
Shawn and Tammy Shroyer  Donna Smith 
Tim and Jacquie Szewczyk  Tim, Jill and Korbin Taylor  
Thomas and Anne Weir   Trev and Kelly White 
 
If any need for hospitality arises during November, 
the church office will call one of the members of 
the Kitchen Committee.  A member of the Kitchen 
Committee will call the first leader with necessary 
information and instructions (how many salads, 
desserts, workers, etc.)  If the first leader is unavail-
able to make the calls and requests, the first leader 
will call the second leader.  The leader will then call 
down the monthly list until the need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.)   By the 
way, if you see your name and don’t remember you volunteered for this ministry, you 
are probably correct.  The names of all current church members were divided and 
placed into the 12 monthly lists.  Think about it as a benevolent draft.  Thank you! 
 Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of people 
for whom to plan.  Karol Shaffer and Jean Evans have prepared a book, “Gospel of the 
Kitchen according to Jean,” that is stored under the microwave in the kitchen and in 
the church office.  Also, the leaders of the previous month, in this case October, are 
ready and willing to share their experience and to offer what support and help they 
can.   

FYI—The office hours of the church are now set as: 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Please remember and use the  
answering option at the 

church if no one answers the 
phone or write a note if no 

one is present. 

Do you need a house warming, hostess gift 
or a gift for a new married couple?  Do 
you want to try some mouth –watering 
recipes to delight your guests this holiday 
season? 
 
One of the First United Methodist Women 
Cookbooks is a great gift.  Stop in the 
church office and pick one up for $13. 
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Please Pray For Healing and Support  
Up to date as of October 22nd, 2018  

 

 Bill Marley 
 Roger Graber home recovering from surgery 
 Carl Davis - liver transplant 
 Frances Barr - who will have hip replacement 

surgery 
 Connie Pedersen - foot pain and vision issues 
 Maria Marrero  
 Judy Reed 
 Clara Ryan 
 Dr. Robert S. Wettach  
 Pastor Carl Benge 
 Toby Jacks  
 Carson Bagles - migraines 
 David Fegan - leukemia 
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman  
 Our armed service members who are deployed throughout the world 

 Prayers to the people of the Philippines who were devastated by the Typhoon Mangkhut that 
triggered a massive landslide destroying hundreds of homes.  Please pray they find the miss-
ing and to the families who have been affected by the deaths of their loved ones.    

 Prayers to the people of Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina as they are still dealing 
with the devastation left behind by Hurricane Florence.  

 

Our Prayers of Celebration:  Wanda Miller  (90th Bir thday),  Rev. Dr . Edward Peterson 
(75th Birthday), Veda Graber back worshiping with 5:30 Saturday evening folks 
 

Our Prayers for Christian Sympathy and Love 
 

Donna O’Neill Dunn, Doyle Dunn and Melanie O’Neill and her family. Donna’s son and Mel’s 
husband, Rich O’Neill, passed away on September 29th. 
 

Jeff and Becky Beavers and Angie Blint after the death of Evelyn Beavers on October 3rd. 
 

Laura Beattie and her family on the death of Laura’s brother, Stuart W. Kelly, 89 of Quincy, for-
merly of Hamilton. 
 

Violet Stafford and Family on the death of her husband, Robert J. “Bob” Stafford, 102,  on 
Thursday, October 11, 2018, at Savannah Heights. 
 

Jan Roth, her husband Bob and their families on the death of Jan’s son, Scott Van Der Heyden, 
55 of Ankeny, on October 7. 
 

Lori & Ken Baylor and Families on the death of Lori’s brother, Jerry Watson.  Jerry, a former 
member of our church, passed away in Texas.   
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There is a place for cash 
gifts, Automatic With-
drawal (ACH) gifts, and 
gifts of service. 

Return the estimate of giv-
ing form by Sunday, No-
vember 11th – in person 
at worship services or by 
mail.  

Watch the leaves appear on 
the tree. 

 

Remember, we’re 
“Leafing it up to You.”  Con-
sider both financial gifts and 
gifts of talents, abilities, skills 
and time.  Be as generous as 
you are able.  The members of 
the Generosity and Stewardship 
Committee, the leadership of 
the First United Methodist 
Church in Mount Pleasant, the 
staff, your brothers and sisters 
in Christ, Pastor Luann, and I 
(Pastor Deb) thank you for your 
gift to the ministry and mission 
of this church – your church.  

  

2019 ANNUAL GIVING              
 COMMITMENT  

 
NAME __________________________ 
 
ADDRESS  
________________________________ 
 
CITY/ZIP 
________________________________ 
 
PRIMARY EMAIL 
________________________________ 
 
MAIN PHONE 
________________________________ 
 
YES! I/we commit to give: 
 
$________weekly for 52 weeks or 
 
$______monthly for 12 months or 
 
$______ as follows:____________ 
 
If you want, envelopes (weekly or monthly) 

are available, please check:  weekly ___  
monthly ____ 

 

New or Changes to ACH 
$______________ Monthly 
 
For new ACH or changes in bank account, at-
tach a voided check or account and routing 
numbers.  Thank you. 
 
 

________________________________
_ 
SIGNED                                       DATE 
 
______I/we have provided for First United 
Methodist Church in my/our will. 
 

______ I/we would like information on how 
to provide for First United Methodist 
Church in my/our will. 

 

PLEASE DETACH AND  RETURN TO 
THE CHURCH ON/BY NOVEMBER 

11th  



1 

Megan Borders 

Logan Borders 

Lindsey Lees 

Bradley Wesely 

2 

Ben Bower 

Donald Davidson 

Sawyer Goettsche 

Keelyn McNamee 

3 

Julie Brown 

Jacob Kruse 

4 

Dorothy Brickey 

Susan Haffarnan 

Jerry Richards 

5 

Cheryl Borders 

Madison Flowers 

Darren Hanna 

Dennis White 

6 

Jay Coble 

Elisha McMullin 

Tiffany Menke 

7 

Olivia Bezoni 

Beverly Hucker 

8 

Philip Barr 

Emma Humble 

Kristi Maxwell 

9 

Emery Styron 

10 

Leah Allen 

Lori Davis 

Carissa Hughell 

Greg Lenz 

Malia Lohmann 

Kelsey Notestein 

George Parker 

11 

Jessica Sartorius  

12 

Frances Barr 

Christina Calhoun 

Don Kinney 

Hattie Liechty 

Mike Peterson 

13 

Emma Davis 

Saydee Stewart 

16 

Joel Roberts 

17 

Clara Ryan 

18 

Paige Deitel 

Lisa Goody 

Phyllis Paine 

19 

Steve Riley 

 20 

Patty Carson 

Phyllis Conner 

21 

Marlin Ford 

Michelle Krogmeier 

Jo Wiegel 

22 

Melissa Crew 

Fran Warth 

23 

Rachel Litwiller 

Rick Williamson 

24 

Gloria Gugeler 

Martha Mabeus 

Kirk McPheron 

 25 

Kathy Moothart 

Marilyn Scott 

Kristen Smith 

28 

Josie Gilmore 

29 

Kyndall Syfert 

30 

Ryan Hanna 

Lorna Hood 

Cleo McKim 
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Charge Conference Report—Wildly Important Goals 
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Prayer and Holy Communion will be on 
Thursday,  November 1st, from  noon to 1:00 p.m .  
Join us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers 
and concerns to God.  There will be scriptures and pray-
ers that you can read and when you are ready, Pastor 
Deb or Pastor Luann will serve you.   
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Do you have any membership care news which needs to be shared?  If so, please 
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our finance and membership care coor-
dinator.  You may reach Debbie via email at  debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org, or 
by phoning the church office at (319) 385-1740.  The church office hours are 
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

 

Thank you to the caring and gener-
ous women involved in creating 
the Prayer Shawls which Audrey 
and I received just before the fu-
neral service of my daughter/
Audrey’s mom, Rebecca Krause.  
Truly a comfort during a very sad 
time.  Faith Krause and Audrey 
Murphy 
 
Thank you to caring women who 

prepared the meal following the funeral service of Rebecca Krause.  We had many 
out of town attendees.  It was truly a comfort to be able to share such a wonderful 
meal with everyone.  Again, thank you.  Faith and Bruce Krause, Audrey and John 
Murphey, Scott and Jen Krause and their boys. 

 
For all the kindness you have shown,  

We thank you so much.   
For sympathy in sorrowing days,  

For friendship’s healing touch  
With gratitude our hearts are full, 

Though words cannot convey 
The tender thoughts and thankfulness 

We hold for you today.  By the family of Rich O’Neill 

Date 5:30 pm 8:00 am 10:00 am Total 

08/05/18 - Bap-
tism 

50   85 135 

08/12/18 30   104 134 

08/19/18 39   100 139 

08/26/18 26   95 121 

        Average/week 
132 

09/09/18 26 27 127 178 

09/16/18 26 30 126 182 

09/23/18 24 29 88 141 

09/30/18 22 26 99 145 

10/07/18 - IWU 18 26 159 203 

        Average/week 
170 

Adding the 8:00 a.m. Worship Service—Boon or Bust? 
 

It has been about five weeks since the 8:00 a.m. Worship Service was added and 
there is now enough data to consider the effect of this third service.  There is no 
doubt that attendance in the Saturday evening and the 10:00 a.m. worship ser-
vices have decreased.  And, it is as heartbreaking to your pastors as it is to you 
that the 10:00 a.m. service looks so empty.   
 
However, when the attendance numbers are consulted, it shows that there has 
been a weekly increase in attendance of about 40 worshipers.  The extra ser -
vice has allowed a nice group of people to attend who were not attending regular-
ly before.  In addition, the folks who are attending have offered many positive 
comments about the service. 
 
So, the 8:00 worship service has made a positive impact and will continue.  Now, 
our task begins to amend and improve the other two services to help them be as 
strong and healthy and fruitful. 
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Scripture Readings - 
Narrative Lectionary 
 

November 4th 
Elisha Heals Naaman 
2 Kings 5:1-15a, [16-19] Matthew 
8:2-3 
 

November 11th  
Micah 
Micah [1:3-4]; 5:2-5a; 6:6-8 Mat-
thew 9:13 
 

November 18th 
Swords into Plowshares 
Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; 2:1-4 
Matthew 5:14 
 

November 25th 
Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11 Matthew 
21:12-13 
 

 1 - Thursday 
   8:30 am Knots of Love 
     No Grace Circle today 
 3 - Saturday  
   5:30 pm Worship Service 
 4 - Sunday   
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
   4:00 pm Old Threshers’ Halloween  
     Workers’ Party 
 6 - Tuesday 
   2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:00 pm Outreach/Member Care 
   6:00 pm SPRC 
 7 - Wednesday 
  3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm Bells 
  6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 9 - Friday  
 10:00 am Card Ministry 
  6 - Saturday 
  9:00 am Safe Sanctuary Training 
  5:30 pm Worship 
10 - Saturday 
  5:30 pm Worship 
11 - Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 

 Noisy Offering and Recognition of  
 Veterans and Service Personnel 
13 - Tuesday  
   2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:30 pm Missions 
   6:30 pm Trustees 
14 - Wednesday 
   3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
   5:30 pm Bells 
   6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
15 - Thursday 
   6:30 pm Pleasant Hearts/Emmaus 
17 - Saturday 
   5:30 pm Worship 
18 - Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in the Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
   5:00 pm Potluck Celebration  
19 - Monday 
  6:00 pm Generosity & Stewardship 
20 - Tuesday 
      2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm Christian Education 
21 - Wednesday Thanksgiving Eve 
   All events canceled  
22 - Blessed Thanksgiving to All 
23 -  Friday 
   6:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal 
24 - Saturday 
   1:00 pm Wedding  
   5:30 pm Worship 
25 - Sunday UM Student Day Offering 
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
27 - Tuesday 
  2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm Administrative Council 
28 - Wednesday  
  3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm Bells 
  6:30 pm Chancel Choir   

I imagine that you may not know 
that there are daily devotions on –
line for the Narrative Lectionary 
that Pastor Luann and Pastor 
Deb are using to guide their mes-
sages. 
Simple type in Clergy Stuff into 
your search engine and Worship 
Planning and Congregational Re-
sources will appear.  Click on 
Daily Devotions and a calendar of 
images will appear and then click 
on the date.  You’re in. 

November 



    CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 

September 15   5:30 p.m.  26 
September 16   8:00 a.m.  30 
September 16  10:00 a.m.      126 
Total:               182 
 
September 22   5:30 p.m.   24 
September 23   8:00 a.m.        29 
September 23 10:00 a.m.      88 
Total:             141 
 

September 29  5:30 p.m.      22 
September 30  8:00 a.m.  24 
September 30   10:00 a.m.      99 
Total:                  145 
    

October 6    5:30 p.m.  18 
October 7     8:00 a.m.  26 
October 7      10:00 a.m.      159 
Total:                203 
 
October  13    5:30 p.m.        28 
October  14   8:00 a.m.   38 
October  14    10:00 a.m.          86 
Total:                152 
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BUDGET NEWS 
 

September 2018 — Current Budget 

Beginning Bank Balance   $      5,787.91 
Income:     

Pledges/Giving              21,042.93    

Restricted Fund Income 

 Other Income              198.10 

       ACH for Mission            799.33 

Total Income                             $      22,040.36 

Expenses:  

  Operating Expenses      $     (27,609.87) 

  Liability Difference                            136.78 

Ending Bank Balance  $          355.18 

Liabilities:  

    Apportionments          $      (10,710.00) 

   Withholdings/CC                         (2,364.19) 

Funds Available    $  (12,719.01 

September 2018—Missions Budget  

Beginning Bank Balance $     10,678.36 

Received                                      2,485.07 

Disbursements                                 (4,959.00)

Ending Bank Balance   $        8,204.43 

Liabilities:   

 Apportionments               0.00 

Funds Available    $        8,204.43 

 

  On the first day of Novem-
ber, a few years ago, a Facebook 
friend in Mississippi posted a 
message on her timeline that 
caught my attention.  She entitled 
the message, “Thirty Days of 
Thankfulness.”  For the entire 
month of November, she inten-
tionally wrote a message that gave 
thanks for someone or something 

in her life.  She also encouraged others to do the same.  Soon, many of my 
Facebook friends were filling their timelines with words of gratitude and 
heartfelt messages about their family, friends, and possessions.  While some 
were able to keep on task with the 30 days of thankfulness, I noticed that 
some quit posting midway through the month, some even sooner.  Even so, 
on December 1st of that same year, I noticed that the messages of thankful-
ness had ceased all together.  People, it seemed, were transitioning their 
thoughts from Thanksgiving on to Christmas and all the tasks that seem to 
come along with that time of year. 

While I can certainly appreciate the sentiment behind the “Thirty 
Days of Thankfulness” movement, it causes me to pause, for our thankful-
ness should be exclaimed every day of the year, and not secluded to only 
the days of November.  In the Bible, we can find many passages in which 
thanks is given to God.  For example, 1 Chronicles 16:8 says, “Oh give 
thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the 
peoples!”  This verse is a good reminder for us to be thankful each day, not 
just during the month of November, and to remind others to be thankful as 
well. 
 I pray that your November is blessed and filled with peace, and I pray 
that your Thanksgiving holiday is filled with love, laughter, and warmth. 
Remember, there is so much to be thankful for each and every day. God 
bless you! 
 

Peace and blessings, 
 

Pastor Luann 



Everyone is invited to the 
Potluck Supper on Sunday, 

November 18th, 2018  
at 5:00 p.m. 

 
The meal will be a celebra-
tion of the Year 2018 and a 
time of thanksgiving for a 
successful, we hope and 

pray, conclusion of the 2018 Stewardship Campaign - 
“We’re Leafing it up to You.” 

 
Don’t miss out.  There will be amble dishes to share 
and you will be able to “RAKE IN” all the delicious 

food you could ever care to eat. 

10 11 

The 39th Annual Thanksgiving Ingathering 
will be held on Saturday, November 3, 2018 

The Thanksgiving Ingathering is a way for Iowa United Methodists 
to address hunger problems locally and around the world. 

Micah 6:8 says that the Lord requires us  
"TO ACT JUSTLY AND TO LOVE MERCY 

AND TO WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD.” 
When we share from our abundance, we are  

acting justly and reflecting our desire to serve God. 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
  
PLEASE HAVE ALL ITEMS HERE BY 9:00 am  
  
8:00 to 10:00 am Check-in of kits outside Howe Activity Center   
Remittance forms and money taken inside Howe Activity Center  
  
PLEASE HAVE YOUR KITS HERE NO LATER THAN 10:00 am  
  
9:00 to 10:30 am Bazaar and mission displays open  
8:00 am ongoing Coffee and rolls available by bazaar area  
10:15 am Special Music  
10:45 am Celebration and Communion – music by IWU music students 11:45 am 
Professionally-called quilt and antiques auction  
  
Lunch is available in the Iowa Wesleyan cafeteria beginning at 11:00 am.  The 
cafeteria is located on the upper level of the Student Union. There may be some 
sack lunches available outside Social Hall.  All volunteers will receive a lunch and 
any extras may be purchased for $5.00.  

Cedar Rapids Emmaus Community 
is pleased to announce 
Women’s Walk # 178 

Thursday, November 8th to Sunday, November 11th, 
2018 

Camp Io-Sis-E-Ca 
Solon Area 

 

If you have experienced a Walk to Emmaus, please 
give prayerful consideration to sponsoring a Pilgrim.  

For information on sponsorship, please call Pam at 309
-657-3434 


