
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

ñTo be a spiritual home that 
welcomes, equips and sends 
all into the ministry to which 
Christ has called us.ò 

 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 

8:00 am Worship (starting Sept. 9th) 
9:00 am Sunday School  
August thru May 

Childrenôs Sunday School &  
Adult Study Groups   
10:00 am Worship 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 
Fax: (319) 385-1745 

Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 
pastordjs@fumcmtp.org  

 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

 

Maria Marrero, Pastoral Assistant 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debbie Carlson 
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org 

 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 

Robert Luth, Custodian  
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant ï page 

 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the September 
Messenger is due Thursday, September 20th 
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Notice:  
Charge Conference 

 

The annual goal set-
ting and business 
meeting of the church 
is scheduled for 

Monday, October 1st, 
2018 at 6:30 pm. 
Boards and ministry 
teams will be work-
ing diligently this 
month to prepare the 
reports that are nec-
essary for this meet-
ing with our Superin-
tendent, The Rev. 
Lilian Gallo-Seagren. 

mailto:pastordjs@fumcmtp.org
mailto:Office.Admin@fumcmtp.org
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What was included in this gift of bright, autumn leaves was a childôs wish 
granted that they could be together without acrimony and, at least a bit, we could be 
or feel like a family.  Mom had always given and sacrificed for me; but, in this joint 
gift of time and effort, Mom AND Dad had given TOGETHER for me.  With a 
chuckle, I accepted my dadôs gift of patience for I was certain that Mom didnôt just 
accept any old leaf ï the leaf had to be perfect.  Selecting fifty perfect leaves (as 
judged by my mom) would have involved far more inspection, evaluation and deci-
sion making than Dad would have deemed necessary.  In the selection of these 
leaves, the woman and man who gave me life were together in one purpose and act-
ing out their love for me, their daughter.  I had done nothing to merit it.  I had not 
asked for their gift.  I simply had shared with Mom that I was sad.  I opened up and 
admitted that I grieved being away from home.  I gratefully received and joyfully ac-
cepted the gift of reconciliation, the amazing sense of family and the blessing of love 
and connection. 
I share this story because it reminds me of the faith life that each human being has 
with God.  There is often a time when we feel distant from God.  We miss something 
beautiful that is personally life-living and life-sustaining that we cannot provide for 
ourselves.  We are sad and helpless to improve our mood or situation.  We are in 
need of connection and love.  If and when we admit our distance, our need, and our 
helplessness, God sacrificially acts to provide for us what we need for reconciliation 
ï the brilliant and vibrant colors of a vital faith and a renewed and demonstrative 
connection with God.  God will give us anything we need, provide for us not merely 
a sense of family but true lasting and forever family in Christ Jesus and bless us with 
love and the connection through the Holy Spirit.   
 

Pastor Deborah  
 
As the apostle, Paul, writes in Romans 8:  ñThere is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has set you, free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and to deal with sin,[c] he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just require-
ment of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but ac-
cording to the Spirit.  5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on 
the things of the Spirit.ò  
 
 

Dear Family in Christ, 
 
 Have I ever told you 
about the greatest gift 
that I ever received from 
my mother and father?  
No?  Well . . . when I 
first moved to Iowa, I 
missed the autumnal 
colors of Pennsylvania 
terribly; my mother and 
father went to a Penn-
sylvania state park, 
gathered a shirt box full 
of brightly colored 
leaves ï brilliant reds 

and vibrant purples that are present in leaves of trees not indigenous to Iowa  ï and 
sent it to me.  I cried at the wonder and the immense love of their gift.  I still tear up. 
 Allow me to explain the loving extent of their gift a little more.  My mother and fa-
ther separated when I was going into first grade.  They later divorced and had been 
apart for around 30 years at the time.  During those years, if my mother and father 
were unavoidably in the same room, the temperature of the room seemed to drop and 
the atmosphere became quite frigid.  After Ted and I were married and I was not in my 
motherôs house, my father felt that it was safe or safer to reach out and we began to 
talk. 
 Years later, Mom and Dad reconnected a bit.  They went to dinner together.  They 
went for drives in the farmlands of Western Pennsylvania and through the Appalachi-
an Mountains.  They traveled to Lake Erie because my mother loved the water; and, 
they, at one time, enjoyed being there and, perhaps, remembered taking me to play on 
the beach and in the shallow waters.  I have come to believe that they reconnected 
with each other because of me and I would deem their renewed companionship a mod-
ern miracle.   

One fall day, Mom and Dad (two elderly people who had been deeply hurt by 
one another and who really did not trust what the other person would do) got in my 
fatherôs van and drove to a state park.  They bent painful backs and arthritic knees up 
and down to select the brightest and best of autumn leaves.  Mom and Dad wrapped 
the leaves up and sent them to me because I, their daughter, was sad.  Truly, the best 
gift ever! 

(Continued on Page 19) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28105c


From the desk of Pastor Luanné 
 
If you know me very well, you will know that I 
have a deep love for all things Hobby Lobby. 
Have you ever been to that store?  Oh, it is such a 
delight for me to go in there!  I love walking up 
and down the aisles, which are always full of 
beautiful trinkets and items that bring a smile to 
my face.   
 

Recently, I needed to make a trip to Hobby Lob-
by.  My older daughterôs birthday was coming up and, as I always do, I was making a 
homemade cake for the occasion.  I, however, discovered that I needed some more cake 
boards, as well as a new cake leveler, so that her cake could be as beautiful as I could 
make it.  Before I entered the store, I told myself that I was only going to purchase those 
two items. Even though I knew the shelves and aisles would be filled with beautiful 
Thanksgiving and Christmas d®cor, I told myself I needed to be strong and stand firm.  
Besides, Thanksgiving and Christmas are still several months away and I could wait until 
they were closer before purchasing any new Thanksgiving or Christmas items. 
 

Well, I walked into the store and the smell of pumpkin spice and apple cinnamon immedi-
ately overwhelmed my senses.  Visions of the festive Thanksgiving and Christmas decora-
tions dazzled before my eyes, and I could feel my resolve growing weak.  Upon one of the 
shelves, I saw a spectacular arrangement of candles in various holiday scents. Oh, they 
were indeed beautiful. I told myself that I was only going to pick up one of the pumpkin 
candles, just to see if it truly smelled of pumpkin. Oh, my!  Before I knew it, a pumpkin 
candle, a cinnamon candle, and an apple pie candle had found their way into my cart.  
Even though I did not intend to burn the candles prior to the holidays (it was only August, 
after all), I was convinced that it was a good idea to buy them now.  Once safely placed 
inside my cart, I suddenly remembered the reason I had come into Hobby Lobby in the 
first place ïthe cake board and leveler!  
  
I made my way back to the baking/decorating section and found the two items I needed, 
and placed them in my cart next to the candles.  And then, right there in the middle of the 
cake decorating aisle, it struck me ï why am I buying candles now that I wonôt use for an-
other three to four months?  Because I did not have an immediate need for them, waiting 
until a more appropriate time to buy them (such as the time when I would actually use 
them) seemed to be a better idea.  Furthermore, waiting to purchase them until a later time 
would give me a reason to make another trip to Hobby Lobby in the future.  Therefore, I 
carefully removed the candles from my cart and placed them back on their shelves, filled 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Pastor Deb will offer a study opportunity on Thursday 
evenings using Adam Hamiltonôs recent book, Un-
fraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain 
Times.  What follows is a portion of what the Rev. 
Hamilton uses to explain his reason for offering this 
book at this time. 
 ñPeople have always experienced fear, and always 
will, says the Rev. Adam Hamilton. Itôs part of who we 
are and how we are wired. In many ways, fear is even 
a good thing that warns us of potential dangers. 
 ñWe have this wonderful capacity to sense threat, 
and as we do, our body responds,ò said Hamilton, the 
senior pastor of Church of the Resurrection in Lea-
wood, Kansas. ñOur eyes, ears, sense of smell, taste, 
touch, and internal senses and organs were all de-
signed by God to protect us and keep us safe.ò 
 But sometimes, our fears may be based on false in-
formation and threats that are not real. And even 

when fears are valid, people need healthy ways to face them, Hamilton said.  ñWe 
need to be able to tamp down our fears and get a handle on them,ò he said. 
 In his new book, ñUnafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain 
Times,ò Hamilton draws upon research, stories and Scripture to examine the na-
ture of fear and anxiety today and how people can learn to face them. 
 ñWeôll never eliminate fear from our lives, and we donôt want to,ò Hamilton said. 
ñItôs a necessary part of our lives, but we can live with courage and hope despite our 
fears.ò 
 If you wish to participate in this you will require a copy of the book 
which is currently available from Cokesbury for $12.99 (regular price is 
$24.00).  It is also available as an e-book.  The church office will order 
the book for you if you wish.  Please register: 
 
Name ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address _______________________________________ 

 
I will order my own book.  I wish the office to order a book for me. 
          ($12.99 plus tax and shipping)    
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The hand bell choir under the di-
rection of Jerry Lalaga will begin  
practicing on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 12th at 5:30 p.m. 
 
This is a place where you can 
join others and ring out your joy 
and happiness and serve God. 

September Hospitality Team  * = Team Leaders 
 
Jim and Linda Andrew    Lucinda Boese 
Ronald Buckingham     Dale Campbell 
Dean and Ellen Campbell   Eugene and Sandra Christner 
Jeffrey Cole       Andy Crane 
Gary and Carol Dustman   *Michael and Lesa Fitzpatrick 
Mason and Nicole Fraker   Betty Fuller 
Patricia Goettsche     Jim and Susan Haffarnan 
*Michael and Anita Hampton Timothy Heusel 
Matthew and Ashley Hobbs  Betsy Johnston   
Brent and Nikole Keaster   Jerry Lalaga    
David and Sara Miller    Matthew and Lisa Miller  
Ouida Naylor       Byron and Jody Olson   
Darrel and Martha Ridenour  Jamie Schadt    
Matthew and Tabitha Schimmelpfennig   
           Debra Schmidt   
*Ava Seibert       Rosalie Stipe    
John Thomas       Fran Warth    
Cindy Watson       Melissa Welcher-Fiedler  
Robert Wettach      Esther Wonderlich 
  
If any need for hospitality arises during September, the church office will call one of 
the members of the Kitchen Committee.  A member of the Kitchen Committee will 
call the first leader with necessary information and instructions (how many salads, 
desserts, workers, etc.)  If the first leader is unavailable to make the calls and requests, 
the first leader will call the second leader.  The leader will then call down the monthly 
list until the need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.)   By the way, if you see your 
name and donôt remember you volunteered for this ministry, you are probably correct.  
The names of all current church members were divided and placed into the 12 monthly 
lists.  Think about it as a benevolent draft.  Thank you! 
 Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of people 
for whom to plan.  Karol Shaffer and Jean Evans have prepared a book, ñGospel of the 
Kitchen according to Jean,ò that is stored under the microwave in the kitchen and in 
the church office.  Also, the leaders of the previous month, in this case August, are 
ready and willing to share their experience and to offer what support and help they 
can.   

FYIðThe office hours of the church are now set as: 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Please remember and use the  
answering option at the 

church if no one answers the 
phone or write a note if no 

one is present. 

The members and friends 
of First United Methodist 
Church welcomea two little 
ones into the family of 
God. 
 

On July 29, 2018, Leopold 
Augustus Moeller, son of 
Josephine Bainter Tomas 
and Tyler Charles Moeller 
received Christian baptism. 
 

On August 4, 2018, Ember-
ly Rose Lamirande, daugh-
ter of Makayla Lorrayne 
Ann and Cody Robert 

Lamirande received Christian baptism.  Arenôt we blessed! 
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Please Pray For Healing and Support  
Up to date as of August 18th, 2018  

 

¶ Robert Wetteck 
¶ Bill Marley facing tests and heart surgery 
¶ Bob Bishop awaiting a heart transplant (Jan Williamsonôs cousin) 
¶ David Fegan - Pastor Debôs friend with AML and ALL 
¶ Doug Dirks - death of his infant granddaughter 
¶ Holly Angus - back surgery (friend of Beverly and Bruce Hucker) 
¶ Gary Hucker - health concerns (Bruce Huckerôs brother 
¶ Kendra - Ava Seibertôs daughter 2nd hip surgery 
¶ Linda Albright - a revision of her hip prosthesis 
¶ Pastor Carl Benge 
¶ Maxie Bagles for strength and comfort as she faces medical tests and Carson 
Bagles as he continues to suffer from migraines 

¶ Helen Rogers who is at Park Place 
¶ Joe Oschwald and his wife, Gaila 
¶ Christine Stauffer who is recovering from surgery 
¶ Toby Jacks and his wife, Fran 
¶ Warren Garrels 
¶ Mike Moothart 
¶ Christine ñChrissyò Krieger - niece of Marilyn Ridinger 
¶ Clinton - Friend of Sandy Howard 
¶ Mark Hissom - Relative of Darrel and Rosie Rogers 
¶ Betty Parker 
¶ Lyle Swan 
¶ Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers 
¶ Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman  
¶ Our armed service members who are serving throughout 
the world 

¶ Families affected by the ICE raid in Mt. Pleasant 
¶ IWU students, faculty, and staff 
 
Our sympathy to the family of Wilma Jean Foster who passed away on July 10th, 
2018 and to the family of Betty Maddix whose funeral will be held on Thursday, 
August 23rd, at Olson-Powell. 
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easyTithe  

The Generosity/Stewardship Ministry Team has set up an account 
with easyTithe.  If you are interested in giving with your Smart 
Phones you can download the app and make your donation to the 
church through it.  Special offerings and your pledge may be paid 
this way.  If you have questions please stop in or call the church 
office (385-1740) 

 
with the anticipation of purchasing them at a later time, when I would actually use 
them.  I left the store with only the items I had intended to purchase from the begin-
ningðthe cake board and cake leveler.  Even though I did not buy the candles, I am 
quite okay with my decision to wait on them, because waiting does not mean ñnever,ò 
but only ñnot right now.ò 
 

Sometimes we might feel that waiting for something means it will never happen. We 
may even have this mindset when God tells us to wait for something for which we 
have been praying/asking.  When we do not get what we want right away, it can 
sometimes feel as though we have been let down or that we have lost out on some-
thing that we will never have. Nevertheless, this is not necessarily true.  Lamentations 
3:25 says, ñThe Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.ò 
This means that waiting is not always a bad thing, and in fact, can produce a result 
that even exceeds our original expectations.  
 

I know that my decision to wait on purchasing those candles in no way compares to 
waiting upon the Lord. Even so, in making that decision, I am teaching myself to 
have patience so that when God asks me to wait I will be able to do so without feel-
ing that I have missed out on something.  I will have faith and trust that God knows 
what I need and when I need itéeven better than I do! 
 

I will go back to Hobby Lobby within the next few months and will perhaps purchase 
a new festive candle or two to fill my home with the warm scents of the holidays.  I 
look forward to that time because it will be a time of the year in which I can truly en-
joy them.  More importantly, however, whenever God asks me to wait on something I 
have been praying about, I will do so with great anticipation, for I know that if God is 
asking me to wait, then whatever God is planning for me is going to be far better than 
I ever imagined.   
 

I pray you have a blessed and happy September! 
 

Peace and blessings, 
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Missions 
September and October Project 

 

Hygiene Kit Materials 

¶ One hand towel (15 x 25 ï17 x 27 inches)  

  No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels  

¶ One washcloth 

¶ One comb  

  Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 

  No pocket combs or picks 

  Rattail and combs with handles are acceptable  

   but must have at least 6 inches of teeth 

¶ One toenail or fingernail clipper  

  No emery boards or metal nail files  

¶ Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)  

  No Ivory or Jergen's soap 

  Do not remove from packaging 

¶ One adult toothbrush  

  Do not remove from packaging 

  Personal advertising not acceptable 

¶ 10 adhesive bandages (Ĳ by 3 inches)  

  Common household bandages acceptable  

¶ One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 

Two roses were placed on the altar during the month of Au-
gust. 
 

One rose celebrated our joy and best wishes as Rich and Jodi 
Reisdorf, of Salem announce the birth of their son, Rigsby 
Jase Reisdorf, on Friday, July 13th . Rigsby is welcomed 
home by big brother, Rhett.  Proud grandparents are Jim and 
Ann Reisdorfe of Winona, MN and Byrl and Billie Taylor of 
Flat Rock, IL.  
 

The second rose celebrated the birth of Aria Mae Fraker, who 
was born on August 4th at 3:18 a.m..  She is the daughter of 
Mason and Nicole Fraker and the little sister of Zander.   



Prayer and Holy Communion will be on 
Thursday, September 6th from noon to 1:00 p.m.  
Join us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers 
and concerns to God.  There will be scriptures and pray-
ers that you can read and when you are ready, Pastor 
Deb or Luann will serve you.   

Circle meetings 
 
HELP WANTED FOR RUMMAGE SALE! 
 

Individuals are needed to organize this annual fall event.  This experience provides joy in 
working with others for the church and in community outreach.  This is a short term com-
mitment.  Records are available from past rummage sales. 
 

Contact the church office or Jean Reschly 319-931-9749 with questions. 
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Do you have any membership care news which needs to be shared?  If so, please 
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our finance and membership care coor-
dinator.  You may reach Debbie via email at  debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org, or 
by phoning the church office at (319) 385-1740.  The church office hours are 
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  
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9-9-9 
The ninth month, the ninth day and the ninth 
hour, the characters of Deep Blue and the 
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program welcome all back to the beginning of 
the 2018 -2019 session.  Registration forms 
available at the rear of the Sanctuary.   
 

Remember, the program begins on September 
9th, at 9:00 am.  
 

We missed seeing you this summer!  

The Chancel Worship Choir will begin its 
rehearsals on Wednesday, September 5th, 
at 6:30 pm. 
 

There is space for you. 
Plus, the pews are padded. 

 

Mark, our choir director, has been stalking recruiting IWU student 
singers. 


