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FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Happiness is two kinds of ice cream
Finding your skate key, telling the time
Happiness is learning to whistle
Tying your shoe for the very first time
Happiness is playing the drum in your own
school band
And happiness is walking hand in hand

Happiness is five different crayons
Knowing a secret, climbing a tree
Happiness is finding a nickel
Catching a firefly, setting him free
Happiness is being alone every now and then
And happiness is coming home again
Happiness is morning and evening
Daytime and nighttime, too
For happiness is anyone and anything at all
That's loved by you.
Songwriters: Adam Anderson / Theo Hutchcraft
I am writing this pastoral letter on the 14th of June – the evening before I take a
couple of weeks for a staycation/vacation. I have not taken much time off in my ministry. I have viewed the time that I took to attend seminary, to be with my mother in
her final days of earthly life, to care for my ailing husband and grieve his death, and to
say farewell to my father as time away – AWOL from the duties of a United Methodist
minister. Also, I regard the hours I spend in district and conference duties – while important, necessary and a part of my privilege and responsibility as an elder as time that
I should strive to make up somehow. Honestly, though, I have come to believe this
perspective has not served me very well nor the churches I have served.
Returning from four days away at Annual Conference, I was not amazed that I
was a bit frustrated and very weary. What did surprise me was that a song from the
musical Charlie Brown entered my head and remained there. Happiness is . . .
“anyone and anything at all that’s loved by you.” I love what I do. I love the church;
however, there are other things I love as well that I have not been able to pursue.
(Continued on Page 9)
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Higher Education Committee,
Thank you so much for thinking of me during final’s week with a Subway gift card! It was
so thoughtful of you. Also, very helpful, so I could continue studying and not worrying
about cooking. Back at it again for summer courses! Thank you again. I feel so loved!
Kristina Roth
To all of our church family, we want to thank all of you for the cards and prayers that went
out to Jim and our family. He has had a long recovery. Jim has come a long way since all
of this happened. He is so much better than his chances that were given. He has some pretty powerful people looking out for him. Thank you again.
Jim and Linda Andrew

Thank you to Carol Nemitz and Jeff Thomas who attended Annual
Conference as our Lay Members to the Conference. They were fantastic. Pastor Deb and Pastor Luann
We remain very blessed and grateful for all the thoughtful
cards, calls, supportive concern and many acts of kindness given us. The lovely green plant from our Cum Deo Sunday School
Class and beautifully stitched prayer shawl on behalf of all our
church family are very meaningful. With deep heartfelt appreciation, Richard and Elizabeth Garrels

Card Ministry will be extending thinking of you greetings
to our shut-ins, saying “Happy Birthday” to our senior citizens and
youth, or a big “Thank you” to the many fellow members who so
graciously give of their time and talent. Please join us on Friday
June 8th, at 10:00 a.m. in room 109, to prepare and address the
cards.
If you know someone who could use a thank you or a cheery note please let the church
office know, 385-1740. If you have cards that you will not be using, they will be welcomed
14

Cedar Rapids Women’s Walk to Emmaus will be held in Mt. Pleasant at the

FUMC and IWU on July 19-22nd. It’s a 72 hour spiritual journey with Christ. Take time
for yourself to renew you relationship with Christ!
We have 7 pilgrims going and would like to see more on this journey for our community!
Please keep these walks in you prayers.
For more information contact Ava Seibert, 319-931-2808;
Brian Jones, 515-326-2221; or Marlene Hill , 319-572-4812

FYI—The office hours of the church are now set as:
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Please remember and use the
answering option at the
church is no one answers the
phone or write a note if no
one is present.

If you are interested in helping the families
affected by the ICE raid,

you may make cash donations to the First Presbyterian Church and
indicate IowaWINs or immigrants in the memo line. Food and
household item donations can be taken to the First Presbyterian
Church, Fellowship Cup or Tolson Community Action Center. Additional ways identified to help those families and children affected by
the ICE raid:
 transportation (local, appointments and to ICE headquarters in
Omaha),
 family support (bi-lingual and English speaking only),
 advocates within the school system,
 fund raising, collection of materials and distribution,
 volunteer coordination (phone work),
 advocacy to government officers (letter writing and postcards),
 planning for educational events,
 and legal representation (immigration law). Donations of money
for bonds. Materials needed in addition to money: diapers, formula, wipes, personal care items, laundry soap, and feminine
products.
There are several members of the First United Methodist
Church, including Pastor Deb, who have joined the response and
have assumed leadership roles in the community response. Join us!
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The Council of Bishops is encouraging intentional engagement by United Methodists
worldwide by asking everyone to pause and
pray each day for the special-called General
Conference from 2:23 through 2:26 am or
pm. (If this time is not convenient for you,
choose another time.) The 2:23 to 2:26
time slot, though, was chosen to represent
the dates of the General Conference in February, 2019.
We are also encouraged to observe a weekly Wesleyan 24 hour fast from noon on Thursdays till mid-afternoon on Fridays.
A Sample Format for Praying Our Way Forward
Begin with a moment of holy silence to allow for centering, settling and focusing.
Minute # 1—Prayer of Adoration Good and gr eat God, we r ecognize and celebr ate that
you are loving, kind and faithful. Your are everywhere is this world and beyond. You are also as close as our next breath. With John Wesley we rejoice knowing, “Best of all, you are
with us.” Silent reflection ending with “Hear our prayer, O God.”
Minute # 2—Prayer of Thanks God of gr ace, we thank you that you hear us when we
pray and are ready and able to act in ways beyond anything we could ask or imagine. Thank
you for our brothers and sisters around the world, and especially for those who have offered
to serve by attending the special-called General Conference. Thank you for forgiving us and
for your perfect love that casts out all fear. Silent reflection ending with “Hear our prayer, O
God.”
Minute # 3—Prayer of Confession For giving God, we confess that we have allowed fear
and distrust to place distance between us and our brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ.
Forgive us for making idol of our own thoughts, voices and opinions. Thank you for forgiving us and for your perfect love that casts out all fear. Silent reflection ending with “Hear our
prayer, O God.”
Minute # 4—Prayer of Asking God of peace and wisdom, fr om this time for war d, may
we walk with you in trust and peace, and with our brothers and sisters in the love and unity
you desire. May we truly sing together in harmony a song or praise that draws all to you.
Even now, may you bless those who will attend the special-called General Conference, assuring them of your love, filling then with your wisdom, preparing them with your peace. May
they and we become more sensitive to the voice of your Holy Spirit, so that all we do will
please you and bring you glory. Silent reflection ending with “Hear our prayer, O God.”
All of these prayers we offer in the name of the Risen Christ. Amen
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Vacation Bible School
July 9-12, 2018
6 to 8 pm
Please Pray For Healing and Support
















Up to date as of June 12th, 2018

Joe Oschald and his wife, Gaila
Toby Jacks and his wife, Fran
Warren Garrels
Mike Moothart
Connie Pendell
Christine “Chrissy” Krieger - niece of Marilyn Ridinger
Clinton - Friend of Sandy Howard
Mark Hissem - Relative of Darrel and Rosie Rogers
Betty Parker
Mary Mitchell
Lyle Swan
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world
Families affected by the ICE raid in Mt. Pleasant

Our Sympathy to:

The Family of Marguerite “Pinky” Gohn who mourns her death on June 1st, 2018
The Family of Virginia Nellor who mourns her death on June 14th, 2018.
The Family of Bill Brickey who mourns his death on June 19th, 2018.

Get ready for an action packed
super hero training camp
where kids discover their
strength in God.
Hero Central Kids learn that God’s heroes have
Heart, Courage, Wisdom, Hope and Power!
Get your cape and get ready to fly with
epic music, spectacular science, crafty crafts,
heroic recreation and fantastic Bible stories!
Registration forms will soon be in the mail; but, you
don’t have to wait. Contact the church for a registration form at any time.

Congratulations to: Aric & Alissa Alexander on the birth of a daughter, Avalynn Jo on
May 22. Proud and excited grandparents are Curt & Kathy Alexander and Tony & Kristy
Maxwell, along with great grandparents, Joni & Duane Maxwell and Jim & Connie
Stonehouse.

Chris & Elle Steward on the birth of a son, Easton H. Lee, born on June 4. Proud and excited sisters are Emma & Saydee, along with grandparents Terry & Debra Mabeus.
Jeremy & Jennifer Clark on the birth of a daughter, Nora Lin, born on May 20th. Proud
grandparents are Linwood & Judy Miller.
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easyTithe
The Generosity/Stewardship Ministry Team has set up an account
with easyTithe. If you are interested in giving with your Smart
Phones you can download the app and make your donation to the
church through it. Special offerings and your pledge may be paid
this way. If you have questions please stop in or call the church
office (385-1740)
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1
Diana Collett
Ann Morehouse

21
Beau Hampton
Angela Rodgers
Kathleen
Schimmelpfennig
Alice Zuehlke

2
Jennifer Hunold
Nancy McGohan
Judith Miller
Tim Taylor
Nancy Tometich

22
23
Pat Bensmiller
Aaron Branch
Garrett Newman
Nicky Oldt

3
Tyler Brown
Linda Heise
Brooke Johnson
Donald Johnson III
Julie Liechty
4
Ryker Burden
Michal Caulk
Gage Goody
Alex Hickenbottom
5
Wuanta Hobbie
Sara Weschler
6
Kylee Adams
Rhonda Gholson
William Wilson
Esther Wonderlich
7
Sara Davison
Laura Melzer
8
Penny Burns
Grant Goody
Gretchen Liechty
Joyce Miller
Sarah Wilson
9
John Klopfenstein II
Gannon McNamee

10
Roberta Kinney

III
Richard McNamee
Kathy Nellor

11
Susie Clark
Jakob Hood
Ethan McGohan
Kara Muff
Mary Ruschill

17
Ed Bappe
Dean Campbell
Jeff Davis
Becky Hagensee
Sue King
John Rode

12
Dale Campbell
Richard Tolander

18
Jeff Bensmiller
Angela Blint

13
Keaton Hughell
Hannah Newman
Crystee Stigge

19
Crystal Cole
Ashley Hobbs
Paige Kinney
Helen Snodgrass

14
15
Cindy Watson

20
Ellaina McMullin
Danielle Muhs
Nicholas Steffens

16
Kari Cushion
Lori Glanzman
Jason Johnston
Richard McCellan

24
Brittany Anderson
Allison Maxwell
Brady Muff
Mary Notestein
Jarrett Wilson
25
26
John Barr
27
Laci Palar
Amy Pullis
Nick Ridenour
28
Doyle Dunn
Melvin Messer
Bethany Schlagel
John Thomas
29
Pat Doak
Isabelle Parker
Jackson Styron
30
Pastor Luann Benge
Danielle Davidson
Macy Jones

From the desk of Pastor Luann…
“Are we there yet?” If you have ever had
the privilege of being on a road trip with children, chances are you have heard this question
more than once! I, myself, have heard this
question from my own two children more
times than I can recall.
This month, my husband and I anticipate
hearing this question a lot, as we are taking a
road trip. My family will be going on vacation to Williamsburg, VA. Anyone who has
ever driven there knows it is quite a drive, so it will take a fair amount of time to get
there. Even so, we are looking forward this trip because this is the first “real” vacation
we have ever taken as a family. Plus, we are going to a place where our family has never been, which is also very exciting. Under such circumstances, it can be quite difficult
to be patient, especially for my children.
While we have come to expect such questions as “Are we there yet?” from children,
I would guess that there have been plenty of times in life when we, as adults, have found
ourselves asking similar questions. Patience can wear thin, even among the most patient adults.
We all know that patience is a virtue. Patience is also a fruit of the Spirit. In Galatians 5:22-23, we read, “By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against
such things.” Therefore, we know that patience is important for us as Christians to have
and to practice.
There are many reasons why patience is significant, but I think one of the most important reasons could be because a lack of patience can cause us to miss out on God’s
blessings. When we get in a hurry and try to speed things along, we can sometimes
miss something extraordinary that God wanted us to see. Furthermore, we miss out on
the blessing of experiencing something that God wanted us to experience. Therefore,
even though patience can be difficult, there is a reason it is a virtue. We are meant to
have patience in all circumstances so that we can be sure to experience each and every
blessing God has for us. Whether we are at work, at home, at church, or on a road trip,
may we always be patient and kind. Blessings and peace to you!

Pastor Luann
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Missions
Circle meetings
 Grace Circle Will start again in September
 Friendship Circle
Will start again in September.
 Love Circle, Friday, July 13th, 11:30 a.m., at Sunnybrook. Please call Joyce
Dennison, 385-4723, to let her know you are going or if you need a ride. Lunch is $6.


The church has signed up to help with Summer Sacks,
July 30 - August 3, and then the next week, August 6 10th. The sign up sheets are in the Upper Fireside room.
Please stop and take a sign up for a shift or two (they are
only 1 hour long). Fellowship Cup would also take donations of paper lunch sacks, 100% juice boxes, snack
bars, and any other lunch items.
Prayer and Holy Communion will be on Thurs-

Patient Circle will meet again in September

HELP WANTED FOR RUMMAGE SALE!
Individuals are needed to organize this annual fall event. This experience provides joy in
working with others for the church and in community outreach. This is a short term commitment. Records are available from past rummage sales.

day, 5th, fr o m no o n to 1:00 p.m . Jo in u s and r etreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and concerns
to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will
serve you.

Contact the church office or Jean Reschly 319-931-9749 with questions.
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address changes to: The Messenger, 309 North Main
Street, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Do you need a gift? With the

upcoming Graduations, Bridal
Showers and June Weddings, how
about a United Methodist Women’s cookbook. They are $13.00
each and are available in the
church office.

A Feast of Food
and Fellowship

Do you have any membership care news which needs to be shared? If so, please
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our finance and membership care coordinator. You may reach Debbie via email at debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org, or
by phoning the church office at (319) 385-1740. The church office hours are
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM Monday through Friday.
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SPRC NEWS
On behalf of the SPRC Ministry Team, we would like to update everyone on the status of
our Pastoral Administrative Assistant position and thank everyone who has volunteered to
cover the phones and the front office this summer while we continued our search. We are
pleased to announce that Maria Marrero has accepted the position and will be starting
sometime this summer; the exact date will be announced once the details have been finalized. Maria recently moved back to Iowa from Florida to be closer to family and help
care for her three grandchildren. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Interpersonal &
Group Communications with a minor in Psychology. Maria has served as an administrative assistant for the State of Florida, an admissions counselor for Trinity International
University and Adjunct Professor for Miami Dade College teaching English as a Second
Language. She was seeking an administrative position with a concentration in office
management utilizing her interpersonal and communication skills, so we welcome Maria
to the FUMC staff as our new Pastoral Administrative Assistant.
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(Continued from Page 1)

The Permanent Endowment Fund, as intended, has funded many

So, I have decided that I am going to encourage you by modeling for you the
love of God who wishes us to have joy and happiness and to pursue things that delight us. I ardently believe that God is thrilled by our enjoyment and tickled with
our appreciation of the world God gave us, the people who surround us, and our exploration of skills and abilities with which God has endowed us. Happiness is . . .
“anyone and anything at all that’s loved by you.”
Please join me in answering the following questions from time to time and
seeing where the breath, height, and depth of God’s love may and can take you.
Happiness is two ________________.
Happiness is finding ____________________.
Happiness is playing ______________________.
Happiness is trying _____________________.
Happiness is knowing _______________________.
Happiness is five _______________________________.
Happiness is being ______________________________.
“For happiness is anyone and anything at all that’s loved by you.”

Pastor Deb

Missions

July 1st, will be the start of the School Kit for UMCOR drive. School supplies will soon
be on sale and the perfect time to buy the items needed to fill a school bag.
The items needed are:
1 pair of blunt-end metal Scissors
3 Notebooks
(approx. 8 1/2 - 11 wide rule, 210-250 sheets total)
1 hand held Pencil Sharpener (ONE INCH or larger)
1 - 30 centimeter Ruler with no advertisements
6 unsharpened Pencils with erasers
1 - 2 1/2 INCH or more Eraser
1 - 24 count box of Crayons
PLEASE NO ADVERTISING ON ANY ITEMS!
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major projects here at FUMC plus some smaller ones. The PEFC Team

would like everyone to know what the major ones are and the amount of funds that
the investment has given us toward these projects.
From the original total investment of $1,463,897 we have been able to pull interest
and growth in the amount of $1,021,204 over the last 13 years. For many years, 2%
of this growth was held back so the fund would grow. As of April 30, 2018 the value of the PEF is $1,760,155.

Because of this investment we have:
Put in a new kitchen
Replaced the roof
Tuck pointed the building
Replaced the boiler
Provided Scholarships for many students Decorated the building for Christmas
Upgraded the nursery
Installed new Fellowship Hall Curtain
Installed new first floor restrooms
Repaired the tower roof
Replaced windows (Will finish this year)
Purchased new Audio Equipment and Sound system
Replaced and updated the elevator to ADA code

Reprint of
Special Article

New cabinets and counter in Upper Fireside
Painted classrooms, added credenzas, and replaced carpets
If you would like to leave a legacy gift to the church and aid the ability of FUMC to
continue to upgrade the facility, support our members with scholarships, and sponsor
new programs, please call Al Huisinga, Chairperson of PEFC (319)385-4059.

July 1 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Lamentations 3:22
-33; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43
July 8 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Ezekiel 2:1-5; 2
Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13
July 15 2 Samuel 6:1-5. 12b-19; Amos 7:7-15;
Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29
July 22 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Jeremiah 23:1-6;
Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
July 29 2 Samuel 11:1-15; 2 Kings 4:42-44;
Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21
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1—Sunday
10:00 am Worship
3– Tuesday
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:00 pm Outreach and Member Care
6:00 pm SPRC
7:00 pm Acapella
4—Wednesday
Happy Independence Day!
5—Thursday
8:30 am Knots of Love
12:00 pm Prayer and Communion in Chapel
7– Saturday
5:30 pm Worship—Fellowship Hall
8—Sunday
10:00 am Worship—Acapella Singing
9—Monday
Vacation Bible School
6:00 to 8:30 pm
10—Tuesday
Vacation Bible School
6:00 to 8:30 pm
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Mission’s Meeting
6:30 pm Trustees
7:00 pm Acapella
11—Wednesday
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Vacation Bible School
6:00 to 8:30 pm
12—Thursday
Vacation Bible School
6:00 to 8:30 pm
13—Friday
Beans ‘n’ Franks Day
Embrace Your Geekness Day
14—Saturday
5:30 pm Worship—Fellowship Hall
15—Sunday
10:00 am Worship
16—Monday
6:00 pm Generosity and Stewardship—109
17—Tuesday
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Christian Education
7:00 pm Acapella
19—Thursday
Messenger Deadline
7:00 pm Pleasant Hearts—109
20—Friday
Walk to Emmaus—Women’s
21—Saturday
Walk to Emmaus—Women’s
5:30 pm Worship—Fellowship Hall
22—Sunday
Walk to Emmaus—Women’s
10:00 am Worship
24—Tuesday
2:00 pm Staff Rm. 109
6:00 pm Administrative Council—Rooms 9
-11
7:00 pm Acapella
28—Saturday
5:30 pm Worship—Fellowship Hall
29—Sunday
10:00 am Worship—Sanctuary

If you are interested in doing special
music during the summer,
please talk to Mark Kimzey.

BUDGET NEWS
May 2018 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
4,701.11
Income:
Pledges/Giving
25,946.69
Other Income
287.37
ACH for Mission
805.33
Total Income
$ 27,039.39
Expenses:
(30,458.91)
Liability Difference
1,452.82
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$
$

Funds Available:

$

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
Received
Disbursements:

$ 19,531.21
3,403.99
(7,402.00

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
June 2
June 3
Total:

$ 2,734.41
3,570.00
4,411.44
(5,247.03)

$ 15,533.20
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5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

33
90
123

June 9
June 10
Total:

5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

38
71
109

June 16
June 17
Total:

5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

31
105
136

June 23
June 24
Total:

5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

00
000
146

