
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 
welcomes, equips and sends 
all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 

9:00 am Sunday School  
August thru May 

Children’s Sunday School &  
Adult Study Groups   
10:00 am Worship 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 
Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 
pastordjs@fumcmtp.org  

 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

      
 

Office Administrator 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debbie Carlson 
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org 

 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 

Robert Luth, Custodian  
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant – page 

 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the September 
Messenger is due Thursday, August 17th 
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 Thank you so much for the use of your church bus during out week of Vacation Bible 
School. It was very helpful transporting our kids to the Kremer Farm each day for such 
fun-filled days of VBS! We have enclosed a check for $100. We appreciate your kind-
ness and value the relationship we share with you all. Thanks again, Peace in Christ, 
Rev. Sarah Hegar. 

 

 Thank you so much for the Subway gift card. It was a great surprise and was very useful 
during finals! Blessings, Holly Jones.  

 

 It’s difficult to put into words how much receiving a scholarship from the church means 
to me. Graduate school was a big endeavor and support from the church community has 
been integral to my success. Some people search their entire life for a community which 
supports and loves them throughout life’s journey. I’ve had this from my church family 
my entire life. I am truly blessed. With love and gratitude—Holly Jones 

 

 Thank you very much to everyone for a great luncheon after  Bill’s service. –The family 
of Bill Brickey 

 

 I look forward every month for the Messenger to keep track of my Methodist friends. 
Thank you and God Bless. - Irma Swan 

 

 A heartfelt thank you for the support you have been not only to me but also my extended 
family. For several years my mother has thoroughly enjoyed the visits of Sally Kinney, 
Sharon Davis, Pastor Deb and others. She anxiously shows me the lovely card you send 
her. During my mother-in-law's second illness, I rarely walked into the room that she 
wasn’t wearing the prayer shawl that I gave her which you had given Dennis following 
his knee surgery, and I’ve now passed the shawl on to her husband. In the last days Pas-
tor Deb was there in minutes to comfort Dennis and our family with prayer. May God 
bless you all, with love and appreciation - Kathy Nellor 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
 The vision statement of the Iowa 
Conference of the United Methodist 
church is “God’s hope for the 
world made real through faithful 
leaders, fruitful communities, and 
fire-filled people.” 
 I would like to share with you a 
great example of faithful leaders, 

fruitful communities, and fire-filled people from the Iowa Annual Conference in June.  
Kinnick Driscoll (pictured with Bishop Laurie Haller) gave the benediction at the 
close of the AC2018 Episcopal Address.  Kinnick told Bishop Laurie, "I will pray my 
very best prayer!"  And, Kinnock did.  Read and be amazed. 

"Dear God, thank you for leading us down the road here. 
Thank you for our worship day and night. 

Thank you for making this a holy conferencing, not a kind of arguing conferencing. 
Help us to recognize you more and to show courage when making decisions about the 

church. 
Thank you for this day together at Annual Conference. 

Show us the path forward to future Annual Conferences. 
Help us to trust you and stop worrying like David and to help like Jesus. 

And to win by always being fair. 
Help us to be your great followers. 

God, please watch over our pastors that are moving and keep them comfortable and 
safe. 

Thank you for being here with us at Annual Conference. 
And please fill this room with faith, hope and courage.  Amen." 

 

 Kinnick Driscoll is a Kid Pastor at Broadway United Methodist church in Council 
Bluffs.  I tried to learn more about the Kid Pastor program at Broadway but I wasn’t 
successful.  What I understand, though, is that the children are encouraged, prepared 
and trained to participate and lead worship.  I know that the children can create and 
offer a fantastic benediction as Kinnick did.   
 If Broadway United Methodist Church can and does offer such a program for kid 
involvement in worship, couldn’t we?  Shouldn’t we?  A child is a most precious gift 
to a family, to a community and to a church.  A child is not the future of the church; a 
child is the present of the church.  The time to provide ways for children to develop 
and demonstrate their faith is now.  Who is with me?    

Pastor Deb 



 Thank you kindly for the lovely journal and including me in your graduation program 
even though I did not attend. You are all very special people and I continually appreciate 
all your kind gestures!    Sincerely, Kiana Miller 

 

 Pastor Luann let me know that I have received scholarship funds from the church. 
Thank you so much. Words cannot express my appreciation and joy. I feel so loved even 
from afar! This year went by so fast. I cannot believe I have one year of seminary al-
ready behind me. I learned so much, and even got an A on my 30 page Credo I worked 
so hard on. I am certainly still interested in systematic theology even after the course – 
picked up two Sallie McFague texts this past weekend. I am at it again this summer for 
UM History, Polity, and Doctrine. Those classes go until July 6th when I’ll have sum-
mer! Ryan and I are taking a trip to Iceland right after! I am also going to Savannah in 
August to spend time at a retreat center. Next fall I will actually be the Vice President of 
the Perkins Student Body and the treasurer of our Feminist group. I am also moving to 
Bonhoeffer House this summer, a different intentional New Monastic Community, 
working closely with the homeless friends in East Dallas. And yes, Ryan and I have 
been dating since August, almost a year! He just graduated from Perkins, and is moving 
to Wichita to do Asset Based Community Development, so we will be long distance for 
a while, only five hours though. Anyhow, things are going really well here in Dallas. I 
have found balance, and continue to strengthen that everyday. Looking forward to get-
ting to Iowa soon! Thanks again! - Kristina Roth.  

 

 Thank you so much for donating the space and kitchen to the event “Run for the Fallen.” 
Without you, this event would not have been possible. –Iowa Wesleyan University 

 

 Thank you for the very generous donation to the Fellowship Cup. We can help a lot of 
people with your generosity. Peace & Grace. 

 

 Thank you so much for contributing $200 for me to go to camp! I had so much fun and 
met many new people. I faced a lot of fears, heights, caves, being outgoing, etc. Again, 
thank you! Love, Kylee 

 

 Thank you for the generous scholarship that I will be able to use at Iowa Wesleyan this 
coming school year. Your faith and dedication to all recipients and their education pur-
suits is very appreciated. This award is such a blessing. God Bless  –David Adams. 

 

 

From the desk of Pastor Luann… 
  My mother used to say, “When it comes 
to life, take it one day at a time, because 
things can change very quickly.”  As I have 
grown older, I have found her statement to 
be so very true. Things do change quickly.  
In just one day, our lives can move from the 
familiar and comfortable, to something that 
we barely recognize as ours.  Sometimes, 
such change does not even require a full 
day, but just a moment will suffice. 
 One such change occurred in my life at 
the end of June.  As many of you know, on 
Sunday, June 24th, my husband suffered a 
grand mal seizure while in the pulpit of one 
of the churches he serves.  My daughters 
were in attendance at the worship service 
that morning.  Seeing someone have a grand 
mal seizure can be a frightening experience, 

even more so when you are a child and the person having the seizure is your dad. As 
soon as I learned of this event, I left our worship service at First UMC to go and be 
with my husband, who was taken to Great River Medical Center in Burlington.  He re-
covered while at the hospital and he was able to go home later that afternoon. 
 Since that time, our lives have been different.  That seizure caused change in our 
lives, even if only for a season.  For the time being, my husband is not driving.  He is 
waiting for the results of the tests requested by his neurologist, and we are (of course) 
praying for good results.  This means that we have been required to find a different 
way of doing things, a different way of carrying on with our lives in the midst of this 
change.   
 Even though we are faced with doing things a little differently for the time being, I 
am comforted by that fact that so many people have been praying for us, thinking of 
us, and offering assistance in any way necessary. For example, members of my hus-
band’s congregations have rallied together to make sure he gets to and from the church 
services on Sunday mornings. Additionally, some of his members have offered assis-
tance with helping him accomplish his other pastoral duties.  While this is different 
from the usual routine, and while we pray it is only temporary, my heart is blessed by 
the fact that we have received so much comfort from others. 

Continued on Page 5  
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If you are interested in helping the families  
affected by the ICE raid 

  

 Thanks so much for your interest in IowaWINs’ work with immi-
grants affected by the ICE Raid in Mt. Pleasant in May.  While we are 
pleased that 24 men have been released on bond, they do not yet 
have work permits.  The work permit application process is compli-
cated, requires assistance from an attorney, the fee is $750 and the 
process to receive is slow.  
 We have had a wonderful response in Mt. Pleasant, in Iowa and 
from people across the country with cash and physical dona-
tions.  We have had enough response to be able to reserve $2,000 
in rent/utilities and another $2,000 for legal fees for each family af-
fected that has been in touch with us.  However, as we are entering 
the third month since the raid, families are beginning to max out 
those amounts for rent/utilities and for legal fees.  
 We want to be able to increase the maximums for each family but 
need additional donations to make that happen.  We are seeking 
grants from religious organizations but also need to appeal to indi-
viduals who are in a place that they could help with a contribution 
small or large.   Donations can be made online at http://
www.firstpresbyonline.org/ or by check to the First Presbyterian 
Church (see address in my signature block below)  In either 
case,  please note that the donation is for IowaWINs in the memo or 
comment section.  Donations are tax deductible.  Martha Wiley and 
Ed Kropa are providing the financial oversight for the IowaWINs ac-
count. 
 Again, thank you so much for your support whether it is through 
volunteering your time, bringing items for the food pantry, cash do-
nations or your prayers for these families.  All are much needed and 
appreciated. 
 

Tammy Shull, IowaWINs (Iowa Welcomes Immigrant Neighbors 

August Hospitality Team  * = Team Leaders 
 

Dave and Marci Adams    Sharon Armstrong 
Keith Baccam       Oat and Thuan Baccam 
James Beatty        Becky Calhoun   
Cecile Chrissinger      Curtis and Barbara Crane  
Ed Donald         Jeffery and Lorna Hood  
Bernice Jennings      Cheryl Johnson   
Doug and Barbara Kennedy  Paula Lauer    
James Leduc        Fred and Jan Miller   
*Judy & Jim Miller     Carl and Dorothy Moehlman  
David Muhs        *Kathy Nellor    
George and Mary Parker    John and Amy Pullis      
Ron Pulse         Harold and Janis Rankin     
Janis Roach        Chris and Ellee Stewart     
Marlys Turbett       Dale and Harriett Waters     
William and Jodi Wilson   Pamela Wilson 

 
The pineapple has long been a symbol of hospitality. 

 
 If any need for hospitality arises during August, the church office will call the 
first team leader.  If the first leader is unavailable to respond to the call, the first 
leader will call the second leader.  The leader will then call down the monthly 

list until the need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.)   By the way, if you 
see your name and don’t remember you volunteered for this ministry, 
you are probably correct.  The names of all current church members 
were divided and placed into the 12 monthly lists.  Think about it as a 
benevolent draft.  Thank you! 
 Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of 
people for whom to plan.  Karol Shaffer and Jean Evans have prepared a book, 
“Gospel of the Kitchen according to Jean,” that is stored under the microwave in 
the kitchen and in the church office.  Also, the leaders of the previous month, in 
this case July, are ready and willing to share their experience and to offer what 
support and help they can.   

FYI—The office hours of the church are now set as: 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Please remember and use the  
answering option at the 

church is no one answers the 
phone or write a note if no 

one is present. 
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Please Pray For Healing and Support  
Up to date as of July 18th, 2018  

 

 Maxie Bagles for strength and comfort as she faces medical tests and Carson 
Bagles as he continues to suffer from migraines 

 Helen Roger who is at Park Place 
 Joe Oschwald and his wife, Gaila 
 Christine Stauffer who is recovering from surgery 
 Toby Jacks and his wife, Fran 
 Warren Garrels 
 Mike Moothart 
 Christine “Chrissy” Krieger - niece of Marilyn Ridinger 
 Clinton - Friend of Sandy Howard 
 Mark Hissem - Relative of Darrel and Ro-

sie Rogers 
 Betty Parker 
 Lyle Swan 
 Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers 
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogel-

man  
 Our armed service members who are serv-

ing throughout the world 
 Families affected by the ICE raid in Mt. 

Pleasant 
 

Our Sympathy to:   
The Family of Virginia Nellor (Dennis and 
Kathy Nellor) who passed away on June 14th. 
 
The Family of Neil Philp (Rena Philp) who 
passed away on July 6th, 2018 
 
The Family of Wilma Jean Foster (Mark and 
Brent Foster) who passed away on Tuesday, 
July 10th, 2018 in her home in Salem. 
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easyTithe  
The Generosity/Stewardship Ministry Team has set up an account 
with easyTithe.  If you are interested in giving with your Smart 
Phones you can download the app and make your donation to the 
church through it.  Special offerings and your pledge may be paid 
this way.  If you have questions please stop in or call the church 
office (385-1740) 

 I am reminded of a passage of a Scripture from 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 which 
states, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so 
that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consola-
tion with which we ourselves are consoled by God.”   It is so wonderful to know 
that we are now receiving comfort from people in our lives who care for us, are 
praying for us, and desire to help.  And, this comfort does not stop with us; it is 
continuous as we will continue in our ministry of comforting others, just as we 
ourselves have been comforted. But you know what?  This verse not only speaks 
for my situation, but for all of us.  We all can reach out to others and offer comfort 
because of the comfort we have received from God and others. It is a beautiful, 
wholesome gift which we are blessed to pass on again and again.  What a comfort 
it is to be surrounded by such wonderful communities of faith, and what a joy it is 
to pass this same comfort on to others. 

Peace and blessings, 
Pastor Luann 

SPRC NEWS 
 

On behalf of the SPRC Ministry Team, we would like to update everyone on the status of 
our Pastoral Administrative Assistant position and thank everyone who has volunteered to 
cover the phones and the front office this summer while we continued our search.  We are 
pleased to announce that Maria Marrero has accepted the position and started Thursday, 
July 19th.  Maria will work on Thursdays and Fridays until school starts.   
Maria recently moved to Iowa from Florida to be closer to family and help care for her 
three grandchildren.  She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Interpersonal & Group Com-
munications with a minor in Psychology.  Maria has served as an administrative assistant 
for the State of Florida, an admissions counselor for Trinity International University and 
as an Adjunct Professor for Miami Dade College teaching English as a Second Lan-
guage.  She was seeking an administrative position with a concentration in office manage-
ment utilizing her interpersonal and communication skills, so we welcome Maria to the 
FUMC staff as our new Pastoral Administrative Assistant. 
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Chris Henkel 
 

2 

Curtis Alexander 

Lynn Butterbroldt 

Clayton Loving 
 

3 

Heather Roberson 

Pamela Wilson 
 

4 

Lyle Swan 
 

5 

Ron Buckingham 

Carrie Coble 

Nicole Fraker 

Alice Parks 
 

6 

Mary Elgar 

Shawna Goettsche 
 

7 

Fran Jacks 

Anastasia Parker 

Yvonne Rich 

Steve Rod 

Bradley Woerde-

man 
 

8 

Ella McNamee 

Judy Miller 

Annette Reynolds 

Faye Tipping 
 

9 

Gary Wiegel 
 

10 

Donna Batey 

Cheryl Johnson 

Thomas Moore 
 

11 

Martha Brown 

Rosalie Stipe 

Bob Waters 
 

13 

Lori Baylor 

Gene Christner 

Kadie Johannson 

Izaak Krieger-Coble 

Melanie Lees 

Michael Mitchell 

David Price 
 

14 

Clifford Hunsaker 

Noah Keefer 
 

15 

Lesa Fitzpatrick 

Cindy Smith 
 

16 

Bernice Jennings 

Ruth White 
 

17 

Ellen Spillers 
 

18 

Virginia Styron 

Tom Tipton 

Martha Wick 
 

19 

Susan Kerr 
 

 20 

Al Huisinga 

James LeDuc 
 

21 

Katelynn Gardner 

Bruce Krause 

Cameron Watson 
 

22 

Dolores Mathews 

Dorothy Moehlman 
 

23 

Debra Deal 

James Beatty 
 

24 

Peggy Crew 

Terri Miller 
 

 25 

Joyce Dennison 

Marcie Givans 

Juanita Johnson 

Krystal Perez 

Janet Roth 
 

28 

Marvin Mallams 

Marcia Millspaugh 
 

29 

Jill Kirby 

Pam McSorley 

Colby Newman 
 

30 

Rob Lance 
 

31 

Robert Bixler 

Pat Coe 

Marie Davidson 

Joy Dow 

 

6 
15 

Missions 
July 1st was the start of the drive 
for school kits for UMCOR drive.  
School supplies are now on sale and the 
perfect time to buy the items needed to fill 
a school bag. 
 

The items needed are:    
1 pair of blunt-end metal Scissors 
3 Notebooks (approx. 8 1/2 - 11 wide 
rule) - 70 pages each 
 

 1 pkg of loose lead paper wide-ruled 100-200 pages 
     1 hand held Pencil Sharpener (ONE INCH or larger) 
     1 - 30 centimeter Ruler with no advertisements 
   6 unsharpened Pencils with erasers  
    1 - 2 1/2 INCH or larger Eraser 
   1 - 24 count box of Crayons       PLEASE NO ADVERTISING ON ANY ITEMS! 
 

The church has signed up to help with Summer Sacks, 
July 30 - August 3, and then the next week, August 6 - 
10th.  The sign up sheets are in the Upper Fireside 
room.  Please stop and take a sign up for a shift or two 
(they are only 1 hour long).  Fellowship Cup would al-
so take donations of paper lunch sacks, 100% juice 
boxes, snack bars, and any other lunch items.   

 
 
 

Milestone Area Agency on Aging is seeking individu-
als who would like to volunteer one hour in the morn-
ing to deliver hot meals to homebound seniors living 
in Mount Pleasant.  Must have valid driver’s license 
and a good driving record.  Mileage reimbursement 
is available.  Time involvement is one hour per day, 
Monday-Friday, one or more times a week/month or 
on-call.  Please contact Shelley at 319-758-5084 for 
details. 



Prayer and Holy Communion will be on 
Thursday, August 2nd,  from noon to 1:00 p.m.  Join 
us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and 
concerns to God.  There will be scriptures and prayers 
that you can read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or 
Luann will serve you.   

Circle meetings 
 
HELP WANTED FOR RUMMAGE SALE! 
 

Individuals are needed to organize this annual fall event.  This experience provides joy in 
working with others for the church and in community outreach.  This is a short term com-
mitment.  Records are available from past rummage sales. 
 

Contact the church office or Jean Reschly 319-931-9749 with questions. 
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Do you have any membership care news which needs to be shared?  If so, please 
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our finance and membership care coor-
dinator.  You may reach Debbie via email at  debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org, or 
by phoning the church office at (319) 385-1740.  The church office hours are 
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

THE MESSENGER (USPS 341-140)  Published 
monthly by United Methodist Church, 309 N. Main,  
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641, 319-385-1740, Fax 319-385-
1745.  Periodical postage paid at Mt. Pleasant, IA.  
Subscription price $1.50 a year.   Postmaster:  Send 
address changes to: The Messenger, 309 North Main 
Street,  Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 

Can God Really Love Me? 
I struggle to feel accepted and loved by my Savior. I also feel as if I must al-

ways present myself in a perfect manner in order to be accepted. I have 
struggles, which I could never ask for help or prayer from the congregation 

because of this.  
You’ve shared a really important question and one lots of people struggle with. 

For Methodists, we remember that John Wesley struggled with similar feelings. He 
talked about wanting a sense of assurance. He had quite a crisis of faith before his Al-
dersgate experience, where he finally experienced a life-changing assurance that God 
loved him. He writes in his journal, “I felt that God loved me. I experienced that God 
loved me. It was no longer something that was in my head, but it’s something that I felt 
in my heart.” 
 We often have little trouble believing God is gracious to others, but do have a hard 
time believing God could possibly accept us. We know the worst of ourselves — just 
how imperfect we are — and we wonder if God could ever love someone like us. 
We're so used to the idea that there is almost always some fine print somewhere; some 
strings attached, that if something sounds too good to be true, it probably is. That's the 
way our world works. But it's not the way God works. Psalm 103 tells us that God is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. It goes on to say 
that God does not deal with us according to our sins, but has compassion, like a loving 
father. 
 God knows our hearts, and expects that we will stumble and falter and make some 
of the same mistakes over and over until our new life in Christ has taken root down 
deep. If that seems hard to swallow, read the story in Matthew 18, where a disciple 
asks Jesus how often we have to forgive. Remember that Jesus answered him "not just 
seven times, but seventy times seven." If God wants us to show this forgiveness toward 
one another, surely God will offer this kind of patient love to us, and even more. 
 United Methodists see the church as the place to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.” The church is not the place for perfect people, but for 
those who are “going on to perfection.” For us, being made in the image of Christ is a 
lifelong process that begins with acknowledging God's grace and love and accepting 
that we are forgiven. 
 It sounds like you have some fear of judgment from the people in the church. The 
church should be a safe place where we work on our imperfections and struggles. We 
regret that this is not always the case. This is one of the reasons why we are proponents 
of Covenant Discipleship groups and other small group ministries where people can 
build relationships that include a level of trust where we can confess our struggles, and 
be encouraged to grow beyond them.  Copied from INFOServ, a ministry of UMCOM 
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“The month of August had turned into a 
griddle where the days just lay there and 

sizzled.”  
― Sue Monk Kidd, The Secret Life of  

Bees 
2 - Thursday 
  8:30 am Knots of Love 
    12:00 pm Prayer & Communion 
4 - Saturday 
  5:30 pm Worship 
5 - Sunday 
 10:00 am Worship 
7 - Tuesday  
   2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:00 pm Outreach-Member/Guest 
   6:00 pm SPRC 
10 - Friday 
 10:00 am Card Ministry 
 11:30 am Love Circle @Sunnybrook 
11 - Saturday 
 10:00 am Walk to Emmaus (FH) 
   5:30 pm Worship 
12 - Sunday 
 10:00 am Worship Noisy Offering 
   6:30 pm Ice Cream Social 
13 - Tuesday 
   2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:30 pm Missions 

 6:00 pm Trustees 
16 - Thursday 
 7:00 pm Pleasant Hearts - 109 
18 - Saturday 
  9:00 am Patience Circle 
  5:30 pm Worship 
19 - Sunday 
 10:00 am Worship 
20 - Monday 
  6:00 pm  Generosity & Stewardship 
21 - Tuesday 
  2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm Christian Education (109) 
24 - Friday 
  5:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal 
25 - Saturday 
  3:30 pm Smith Wedding  
  5:30 pm Worship 
26 - Sunday 
 10:00 am Worship 
28 - Tuesday 
  2:00 pm Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm Ad. Council (9-11) 
 
 

August 30 - through September 3rd 
  

Thank you to all the Superheroes who 
donned their masks and capes and flew in 
to help with Hero Central Vacation Bible 
School.  Our peerless leader:  Amanda 
Reynolds and her heroic team—Lesa Fitz-
patrick, Anita Hampton, Beverly Hucker, 
Peggy Iles, Ann Mallams, Martha Allen, 
Grant Davidson, Brittany Whalen, Sara 
Benge, Pastor Carl Benge, Pastor Luann 
and Pastor Deb.  Plus, many others who 

donated their time, shopping talents, food or other contributions 

Suggested Scripture  
Readings—Year B 
 
August 5th -  
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15  
Psalm 78:23-29  
Ephesians 4:1-16  
John 6:24-25 
 
August 12th -  
1 Kings 19:4-8  
Psalm 34:1-8 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2  
John 6:35, 41-51 
 
August 19th -  
Proverbs 9:16  
Psalm 34:9-14  
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 
 

 
August 26th -  
Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18  
Psalm 34:15-22  
Ephesians 6:10-12  
John 6:56-69 



CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
   

   
  June 23         5:30 p.m.                     31 
  June 24        10:00 a.m.                    83               
  Total:                  114 
 
  June 30          5:30 p.m.          27 
  July 1           10:00 a.m.         107 
  Total:         134   
      

  July 7             5:30 p.m.           37        
  July 8           10:00 a.m.              107     
  Total:                    144 
 
 

  July 14           5:30 p.m.          35                  
  July 15           10:00 a.m.        101                          
  Total:                   136  
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BUDGET NEWS 
 

June 2018 — Current Budget 

Beginning Balance        $    2,734.41 

Income:     

  Pledges/Giving                            26,824.74 

 Other Income          386.35  

       ACH for Mission                       819.33 

Total Income                           $   28,030.42 

 Expenses:                         (27,003.06) 

 Liability Difference                 (661.08) 

Ending Balance               $    3,100.69 

 Liabilities:  

    Apportionments         $    (7,140.00) 

    Withholdings               $    (3,880.38) 

 

Funds Available    $ (7,919.69) 

 

June 2018—Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance     $   15,533.20 

Received                                     1,527.18 

Disbursements                                (5,855.84)

Liabilities:   

 Apportionments            0.00 

Funds Available        $11,204.54 

 

  If you are interested in doing special  
music during the summer,  

please talk to Mark Kimzey.   

Y ou Asked for It; You’ve got it . . . 
The 8 am Sunday worship ser-

vice will return in the fall after Old 
Threshers.  Please take the follow-
ing survey and have a say in the ser-
vice and return to the office or offer-
ing plate.  Thank you! 
 

Would you attend an 8 am worship service?  Circle   Yes  or  No 
 

If you circled Yes, please continue: (circle your answers) 
Length of service?    less than 30 minutes  or  30 to 45 minutes 
How important is music?  Could do without   or  Must have 
What you like the focus to be on? 
          Prayer  or  Scripture  or  Other (what) 
What is most important to you?  ____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Lord, please bless these needles of mine.  

That I may make a shawl of strength, faith, health 

and love. Give this shawl the ability to  comfort, the 

ability to heal, the ability to give strength where it is 

needed and of your will it to be.  May the recipient 

be able to know that you are with  them and that 

they are not alone.  That they are cared for and 

loved and prayed for.  That your loving arms are 

around them, to protect them for whatever reason they should need, 

whenever they put this shawl on.  Lord, thank-you for the blessings that this 

shawl is given. Amen. (Tish Hoar, 2018) 

Knots of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry - First Thursday of Each Month   

Come to knit; Come to Sit.  Stay to Pray. 



The Council of Bishops is encouraging 
intentional engagement by United Meth-
odists worldwide by asking everyone to 
pause and pray each day for the special-
called General Conference from 2:23 
through 2:26 am or pm.  (If this time is 
not convenient for you, choose another 
time.)  The 2:23 to 2:26 time slot, though, 
was chosen to represent the dates of the 
General Conference in February, 2019. 

 

We are also encouraged to observe a weekly Wesleyan 24 hour fast from noon on 
Thursdays till mid-afternoon on Fridays.  
 

A Sample Format for Praying Our Way Forward 
 

Begin with a moment of holy silence to allow for centering, settling and focusing. 
 

Minute # 1—Prayer of Adoration  Good and great God, we recognize and celebrate 
that you are loving, kind and faithful.  You are everywhere is this world and beyond. 
You are also as close as our next breath.  With John Wesley we rejoice knowing, “Best 
of all, you are with us.”  Silent reflection ending with “Hear our prayer, O God.” 
 

Minute # 2—Prayer of Thanks  God of grace, we thank you that you hear us when we 
pray and are ready and able to act in ways beyond anything we could ask or imagine.  
Thank you for our brothers and sisters around the world, and especially for those who 
have offered to serve by attending the special-called General Conference.  Thank you 
for forgiving us and for your perfect love that casts out all fear.  Silent reflection ending 
with “Hear our prayer, O God.” 
 

Minute # 3—Prayer of Confession  Forgiving God, we confess that we have allowed 
fear and distrust to place distance between us and our brothers and sisters in the Body of 
Christ.  Forgive us for making idols of our own thoughts, voices and opinions.  Thank 
you for forgiving us and for your perfect love that casts out all fear.  Silent reflection 
ending with “Hear our prayer, O God.” 
 

Minute # 4—Prayer of Asking  God of peace and wisdom, from this time forward, 
may we walk with you in trust and peace, and with our brothers and sisters in the love 
and unity you desire.  May we truly sing together in harmony a song of praise that 
draws all to you.  Even now, may you bless those who will attend the special-called 
General Conference, assuring them of your love, filling them with your wisdom, prepar-
ing them with your peace.  May they and we become more sensitive to the voice of your 
Holy Spirit, so that all we do will please you and bring you glory.  Silent reflection end-
ing with “Hear our prayer, O God.” 
 

All of these prayers we offer in the name of the Risen Christ.  Amen 
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 Have you signed up for your shifts at 
Old Threshers Reunion yet? 
 

Have you purchased your 5-day en-
trance band for $18.00? 
      

       There are still some openings: 
      In Short-order,  
      Serving line, 
      Salads,  
      Dish washers,  
      Kitchen  at Old Threshers, 
      Dining Room, 
      Potato Masher/Asst.  
         Runner 
      Runners 
      Church Kitchen (a few) 
      Chicken Fryers 
      Coffee Cakes and Cakes 

Sign up 
and take a 
selfie with 

our 
Thresher- 
aurus rex. 

   


