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FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Friends,
Some of you may have noticed that I am driving a different car. The decision to purchase a
new vehicle was based on improved and expanded safety features that were not available on my
previous car. My new vehicle has a sensor that
will tell me when I have drifted from my lane (left
or right); will first warn and then stop the vehicle
if I don’t notice a vehicle or obstruction in front of
the car; will keep a set, safe following distance
from the automobile I am following (even when
the automobile slows down – nice; but, kind of creepy); and will – according to advertised features – warn and then stop me from backing up into cars and people and
things that are crazy enough to get behind me. I haven’t been involved in a
“backing up” situation yet; so, I cannot attest to the truth of its claim. Furthermore,
the automobile automatically applies and releases the parking brake and controls the
high beams – lowering them when a car approaches and then returning them to full
power when it is appropriate and safe for all vehicles on the road. Sweet, huh?
And, it is a striking blue color.
Many of the human duties of driving have been assumed by the vehicle and while
driving to Des Moines lately, I found that I felt a bit extraneous – a little unnecessary
to the whole process. I DO understand that it is not true. I DO understand the privilege and responsibility of being a licensed driver; but, the task is easier for I have
constant help when I lose concentration, have lapses in judgement, downright make
mistakes, or succumb to minor expressions “road rage.” (“Bad pastor, bad!” Slight
whine of contrition and sorrow.)
I share this because this new car has helped me to realize that I am not “alone”
when I drive and I can rely upon assistance from safety advancements and new
technologies in times of difficulty or trouble – for this I am grateful. (It is why I
signed on the dotted line and purchased the car.) However, I suspect that I will, in
time, become less appreciative of the marvel that these features really are. As the
vehicle performs its duties the protection, guidance and life-saving features of the
vehicle will seem more commonplace, more normal – nothing special at all. Whoa, I
think that there is a spiritual lesson contained in this.
I also suspect that I, and many of us, have become less appreciative of the marvel of the Holy Spirit and of the continuous protection, guidance and life-saving actions of the Triune God. The actions and the entrance of God into our lives are so
frequent, so consistent, and so effortless and easy, at least on our part, that they
tend to become commonplace and normal – nothing to get excited about or for
which to be thankful. Of course, our lack of first recognition and then appreciation
are fraught with issues. We stray from our path of faith (our lane, if you will) and
hardly process the warning of God that returns us to a safe course.
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Thank you to the entire congregation of First United Methodist Church for your generous
gift to the Retro Radiothon. We appreciate your continued support of Iowa Wesleyan University.
Amy Frantz
I want to sincerely thank all my friends at 1st UMC for your prayers, cards, visits, phone
calls, and concerns while I’ve been recuperating from a broken foot and surgery. They all
helped so much. I’m doing much better now. Your expressions of kindness and concern
are very much appreciated.
Brian Iles
Thank you so very much for the many best wishes, cards, gifts, and prayers you have given
me for my “Retirement”. I know that I will miss everyone and it will take time to adjust to
a life of leisure (whatever that is). My plans include many events with the granddaughters
and helping their parents with those extra things that come up.
Jean Evans
Thank you to my church family for all the many cards, calls, visits, flowers, food and offers
of help during my recovery from surgery. I so much appreciate the calls from Pastor Deb
and Pastor Luann. Most of all thank you for your thoughts and prayers. BLESSED are the
GIVERS and BLESSED are the RECEIVERS! In God’s Love, V ada Graber
I would like to thank you for selecting me to receive the senior scholarship. I’m very excited about my future plans at Bradley University this fall. The scholarship will go along way
in helping with my future plans. Thank you again.
Sami Rosell
Dear FUMC, Thank you for the Journal and the scholarship. This will really help me out in
the fall.
Ethan McGohan

Sad, but
often
true.
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Memorial Ministry Team would like to report that $12,715.80 of memorial

funds were used for the restroom and new coffee counter/cabinets. This project is a
wonderful addition to FUMC.
The following Memorials were used :
Thelma Young
Ellis DeGrange
James Ruschill
Richard Iles
Dale Hazen
John McDowell
Wendell Beattie
Robert Wilson
Marilyn Tolander
Wayne Fuller
Alanson “Lany” Elgar
Jane LaMore
Melvin Dennison
James Roth

THANK YOU TO ALL THE FAMILIES WHO DESIGNATING THEIR
LOVE ONE’S MEMORIAL FOR THIS PROJECT.

We set our lives on cruise control with little attention to whether our speed and
that of others around us are in harmony and we don’t value the ways that our
speed/our progress is divinely slowed so that we can travel along and with others –
safely, productively and fruitfully.
We may pull over intending a required and important time of rest and renewal
and find that we are not really stopped but are rolling forwards or backwards and
God will set a brake to keep us where we are. We may forget in our need to see the
future and what is ahead that the glare and power of our desire (our high beams)
may blind others to their future and what is ahead of them and Jesus dims the glare
and power of our need so that we may respect and become aware of the needs of
others.
Ephesians 3:20 (TLB) 20 Now glory be to God, who by his mighty power at
work within us is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream
of—infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.
Now glory, respect, attention and appreciation.

Pastor Deb

If you are interested in helping the families
affected by the ICE raid,

you may make cash donations to the First Presbyterian Church and
indicate IowaWINs or immigrants in the memo line. Food and
household item donations can be taken to the First Presbyterian
Church, Fellowship Cup or Tolson Community Action Center. Additional ways identified to help those families and children affected by
the ICE raid:
 transportation (local, appointments and to ICE headquarters in
Omaha),
 family support (bi-lingual and English speaking only),
 advocates within the school system,
 fund raising, collection of materials and distribution,
 volunteer coordination (phone work),
 advocacy to government officers (letter writing and postcards),
 planning for educational events,
 and legal representation (immigration law). Donations of money
for bonds. Materials needed in addition to money: diapers, formula, wipes, personal care items, laundry soap, and feminine
products.
There are several members of the First United Methodist
Church, including Pastor Deb, who have joined the response and
have assumed leadership roles in the community response. Join us!
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Don’t forget that the Cinco de Mayo
event for ushers and greeters has been
rescheduled for this coming Sunday,
June 3rd, after church.
This is an opportunity to thank those
who have served as ushers and greeters and to welcome those who may
wish to join them.
Cedar Rapids Walk to Emmaus will be held in Mt. Pleasant
at the FUMC and IWU. Men’s will be July 12-15th and Women’s
on July 19-22nd. It’s a 72 hour spiritual journey with Christ. Take
time for yourself to renew you relationship with Christ!

We have 7 pilgrims going and would like to see more on this journey for our community!
Please keep these walks in you prayers. For more information contact Ava Seibert, 319-931
-2808; Brian Jones, 515-326-2221; or Marlene Hill , 319-572-4812
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Children, Youth, and Adult Camping
The camp catalogs are here!! If you have a child
Please Pray For Healing and Support

















Up to date as of May 28, 2017

Jim Snodgrass
Warren Garrels
Mike Moothart
Connie Pendell
Christine “Chrissy” Krieger - niece of Marilyn Ridinger
Clinton - Friend of Sandy Howard
Mark Hissem - Relative of Darrel and Rosie Rogers
Betty Parker
Jim Andrew - Recovery after surgery
Mary Mitchell
Lyle Swan
Bill Brickey
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world
Families affected by the ICE raid in Mt. Pleasant

Our Sympathy to:

The family of Dan White upon his death, Tuesday, May 8th.

Warren Garrels and family upon the death of his wife, Barbara, on Tuesday, May 8th.
The family of Ruth Caris upon her death on, Tuesday, May 8th.
Rev. Bonifacio Mequi passed away on Saturday, May 5th, in Killeen, TX. Cards may be
sent to his wife, Kay, at 5209 James Loop, Killeen, TX 76542. He was the Associate Pastor
here at FUMC 1964-68.

Congratulations to: Josh and Brook Hesseltine on the birth of a daughter, Johonnah
Jean. Grandparents are Rick and Christine Stauffer.
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that would like to attend a camp this summer, please
go to the church office to register or go online to
www.iaumc.org/camps. As in the past, we will pay
for one half of the cost to send your child to camp.

easyTithe
The Generosity/Stewardship Ministry Team has set up an account
with easyTithe. If you are interested in giving with your Smart
Phones you can download the app and make your donation to the
church through it. Special offerings and your pledge may be paid
this way. If you have questions please stop in or call the church
office (385-1740)
The first session of
Arukah—an event for restoration and growth was
held on May 19th. Evaluations submitted by participants reveal that opportunities for conversation and
connection, reflection, and
the message on Praying
with Open Hands were well received. One person wrote, “This was an
experience I would love to see repeated often! I’ll recommend to all I
know.” To the question, “What can be improved?” - “more people taking part” and “more sessions” were shared. We are happy to make
those improvements. See you next time.
Pastor Deb and Anita Hampton
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2
Nancy Hackett
3
Shirley Booth
Lauri Buckert
Jennifer Tewell
Jodi Wettach
4
5
6
7
Melinda Huisinga
Becky Johnson
8
Nikolas Coble
Melissa Peiffer
Kathy
Rauenbuehler
9
Kim Evans
Delpha Wallingford
10
Carol Butterbrodt
Jeff Johnson

Grace Sammons
Violet Stafford

18
Reece Coffman
Marge McKim
Ann Noel

26
Rich McCabe
Serie Welcher
11

27
Donnie Arledge
Iola Batey
Jordyn Dingman
Amy Frantz
Ashley Lohmann
Jim Miller
Jeff Wick
28
Laura Beattie
Becky Kauffman
29
Megan Griffen
Betty Miller
30
JoAnn Corell
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Johnny Liechty
Jodi Wilson

19
Jeff Lees
Lynn Riley
11
Jackson
Ted Klopfenstein
Schimmelpfennig
Karol Shaffer
Laura Shaffer
Marlys Turbett
20
12
Mara Hobbs
Amy Buckert
Matt
Mike Gardner
Schimmelpfennig
Mark Kinney
21
Sydni Wilson
Lucy Dingman
13
22
Joanne McCabe
Ryan Borders
14
Cam Gardner
Liam Christner
Michele Peterson
Shelley Doak
23
Allison Elmore
Carol
Dustman
Jacob Mallams
DeAnn Harp
15
Lisa LaFever
Chris Mallams
24
16
Chuck Allen
Jeff Cole
Zella Challen
Viengvilai
Paul Dennison
Keomanivong
Kayden Kinney
Jeanette Michelson
Brooke McClellan
Susan Sammons
Jennifer Rode
Wanda Roth
17
Lee McWilliams
25
Gaila Oschwald
Mike Borders
Gwen Peterson
Joyce Hanks
Sidney Taylor
Jeff Rauenbuehler

THE MESSENGER (USPS 341-140) Published

Joanne
Sourwine

From the desk of Pastor Luann…
Did you attend any graduation ceremonies during the month of May? May
through June is certainly the time for graduations, whether from Kindergarten, High
School or College. Regardless of the time
of year in which they take place, graduations are special. The graduates look forward to graduation with great expectation.
Even so, graduations can some times leave
us with the feeling that we have come to
“the end” of something, something wonderful that may never be experienced in quite the same way again.
I feel this is true particularly among those who attend graduation ceremonies many
years after their own such graduations have commenced. For example, at the elementary school in Morning Sun, they hold a graduation ceremony each year for the sixthgrade class. Because the Morning Sun School is an elementary school only, they want
to celebrate the sixth-graders who will be “graduating” to a different school to complete
their seventh through twelfth-grade years.
I attended the recent sixth-grade graduation at Morning Sun Elementary School,
where my own daughter will be a sixth-grader this fall. As I sat there, watching a lovely
video presentation of the graduating class and seeing the joy and excitement in their faces, along with that of their proud parents, my eyes welled up with tears. I became emotional because the moment was very beautiful, but also very sweet. I felt as though I
was witnessing the end of something precious, and in a way, I was; however, I was also
witnessing something even more spectacular. The children who were graduating hold so
much promise. They are excited about what the future holds for them. Yes, they will
miss their teachers and friends from the Morning Sun Elementary School a great deal,
but they are also joyful because this is not the end for them, it is only the beginning.
Therefore, they choose to cast their eyes toward what lies ahead of them, using as a
springboard the experiences that lay behind them. Perhaps my story resonates with you.
There are times when we can become so focused on what we assume to be the end of
something that we forget about the hope and joy of what is to come. We tether ourselves
to what is or what was, risking what could be. When I spoke at the baccalaureate service
at Iowa Wesleyan University at the beginning of May, I referenced Jeremiah 29:11,
which states, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper
you, and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” This verse was part of a
letter than was written by Jeremiah to the Israelites who had been taken into exile.
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Continued on pg. 9

Missions
Circle meetings
 Grace Circle Will start again in September
 Friendship Circle
Will start again in September.
th
 Love Circle, Friday, June 8 , 11:30 a.m., at Sunnybrook. Please call Joyce
Dennison, 385-4723, to let her know you are going or if you need a ride. Lunch is $6.


Patience Circle, Saturday, June 2nd, 12:00 p.m. at Jerry’s then no meeting until September

HELP WANTED FOR RUMMAGE SALE!
Individuals are needed to organize this annual fall event. This experience provides joy in
working with others for the church and in community outreach. This is a short term commitment. Records are available from past rummage sales.
Contact the church office or Jean Reschly 319-931-9749 with questions.

Do you need a gift? With the

upcoming Graduations, Bridal
Showers and June Weddings, how
about a United Methodist Women’s cookbook. They are $13.00
each and are available in the
church office.

A Feast of Food
and Fellowship

Please Welcome our
Newly Hired Pastoral Administrative Assistant—Theresa Maestro
When you are in the church, take time to introduce yourself to Theresa and, if you
haven’t already, to Debbie Carlson who is our new Finance and Membership Coordinator.
Theresa is a graduate of Iowa Wesleyan University in December of 2017 and holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree. Theresa is also bi-lingual in English and Spanish. Theresa lists
the following qualities: detail-oriented, positive attitude, organized, hardworking and a quick
learner.
Jean Evans has agreed to work an additional week to help train Theresa in her position. Thank you, Jean.
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The church has signed up to help with Summer Sacks,
July 30 - August 3, and then the next week, August 6 10th. The sign up sheets are in the Upper Fireside room.
Please stop and take a sign up for a shift or two (they are
only 1 hour long). Fellowship Cup would also take donations of paper lunch sacks, 100% juice boxes, snack
bars, and any other lunch items.
Watch next month for school kit information. Missions plans to collect during
July and August when supplies are on sale.
Prayer and Holy Communion will be on Thursday, June 7th, from noon to 1:00 p.m. Join us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and concerns
to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will
serve you.

Lay Members, Carol Nemitz and Jeff Thomas, along
with Clergy Members, Pastor Luann and Pastor Deb,
will attend the Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church in Iowa from June 8th through June 11th.
Please pray for us, the conference and the United Methodist Church. Thank you.

Card Ministry will be extending thinking of you greetings to
our shut-ins, saying “Happy Birthday” to our senior citizens and
youth, or a big “Thank you” to the many fellow members who so
graciously give of their time and talent. Please join us on Friday
June 8th, at 10:00 a.m. in room 109, to prepare and address the
cards.
If you know someone who could use a thank you or a cheery note please let the church
office know, 385-1740. If you have cards that you will not be using, they will be welcomed
and used here.
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Graduating High School Students:

Garin Crane
Wayne Klopfenstein
Ethan McGohan
Lane Ridenour
Brady Sartorius

Liam Hood
Jacob Lowe
Kiana Miller
Samantha Rosell
Sydni Wilson

The Permanent Endowment Fund, as intended, has funded many
major projects here at FUMC plus some smaller ones. The PEFC Team

would like everyone to know what the major ones are and the amount of funds that
the investment has given us toward these projects.
From the original total investment of $1,463,897 we have been able to pull interest
and growth in the amount of $1,021,204 over the last 13 years. For many years, 2%
of this growth was held back so the fund would grow. As of April 30, 2018 the value of the PEF is $1,760,155.

Graduating College Students:

Because of this investment we have:

Lee Davis - Iowa State: Son of Jeff and Lori Davis

Put in a new kitchen
Replaced the roof
Tuck pointed the building
Replaced the boiler
Provided Scholarships for many students Decorated the building for Christmas
Upgraded the nursery
Installed new Fellowship Hall Curtain
Installed new first floor restrooms
Repaired the tower roof
Replaced windows (Will finish this year)
Purchased new Audio Equipment and Sound system
Replaced and updated the elevator to ADA code
New cabinets and counter in Upper Fireside
Painted classrooms, added credenzas, and replaced carpets

IF YOU KNOW OF OTHER GRADUATES PLEASE CALL
THE CHURCH OFFICE 385-1740

Continued from pg. 4

This was a message of hope for those people that God had not abandoned them or forgotten God’s purpose for them. This verse was one of hope, and even though they
were in a situation that felt very much like the end, it was only the beginning.
Certainly, our situation is not the same as that of the Israelites who were in exile.
Even so, I’m so thankful that our God is continually going before us, opening new
doors for us, leading us down new pathways, inviting us to explore new opportunities,
and guiding us toward the purposes that God holds for each of us. The very thought of
knowing that our future is safe in God’s hands and that God only wants good things for
us brings me much joy.
So, while a tear may slip down our cheeks from time-to-time as we witness the end
of certain adventures in our lives, or in the lives of those we love, I hope that smiles of
joy will also be upon our faces as we look forward to the good things God has waiting
for us, as we step from one adventure in our lives to another.

If you would like to leave a legacy gift to the church and aid the ability of FUMC to
continue to upgrade the facility, support our members with scholarships, and sponsor
new programs, please call Al Huisinga, Chairperson of PEFC (319)385-4059.

June 3 - Samuel 3:1-10, Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-3:6
June 10 - Annual Conference Sunday—Guest Speaker
June 17 - Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17; Mark 4:26-34
June 24 - Job 38:1-11; Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41

Peace and blessings,
Pastor Luann
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14th - Thursday
2:30 a.m. - Sunnybr ook Communion
15th - Friday
16th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise & Fellowship Wor ship
17th - Sunday FATHER’S DAY
10:00 a.m. - Wor ship
18th - Monday
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 109
19th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Christian Education Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
20th - Wednesday
21st - Thursday Messenger Deadline
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Republicans Rm. 9-11
22nd - Friday
23rd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
24th - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship
25th - Monday
26th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
27th - Wednesday
28th - Thursday
29th - Friday
30th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship

1st - Friday
2nd - Saturday
12:00 p.m. - Patience Cir cle
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
3rd - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
11:30 a.m. - Cinco de Mayo F. Hall
4th - Monday
5th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Outreach/Member/Guest Ministry
Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
6th - Wednesday
7th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
8th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Car d Ministr y Rm. 109
11:30 a.m. - Love Cir. Sunnybrook
9th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
10th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
11th - Monday
12th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Tr ustees Rm. 109
13th - Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109

If you are interested in doing special
music during the summer,
please talk to Mark Kimzey.

BUDGET NEWS
April 2018 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
900.95
Income:
Pledges/Giving
31,559.41
Restricted Fund Income
14,130.43
Other Income
452.75
ACH for Mission
1,109.33
Total Income
$ 47,251.92
Expenses:
(44,005.18)
Liability Difference
553.42
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
Received
Disbursements:
Withholdings
Funds Available:
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE
April 28,
April 29,
Total:
May 5,
May 6,
Total:

5:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

36
111
147

5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

29
147
176

May 12, 5:30 p.m.
May 13, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

26
120
146

$ 13,702.22
11,423.21
(5,594.22)

May 19, 5:30 p.m.
May 20, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

32
114
146

$ 19,531.21

May 26, 5:30 p.m.
May 27, 10:30 a.m.
Total:

33
110
143

$ 4,701.11

$

$
$

0.00

2,958.62
1,742.49
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