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FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Thank you for the prayers and cards after our accident.
Belinda Ford Allen and Aubry Allen
Dear Member of God’s Family,

Thank you for your prayers during my accident. I’ve started back to work and am healing.
Your concern has been very much appreciated.
Nate Burden

I have been asked by a few people what happened at the recent meeting with Bishop Laurie
Haller in Iowa City on April 7th; so, I am combining my pastoral letter and the column, You Asked,
this month.
The meeting at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church was very well attended – 369 people
crowded the sanctuary and fellowship hall to hear Bishop Laurie Haller share about the work of the
Commission on the Way Forward. The 32-member Commission on a Way Forward was appointed by
the Council of Bishops to assist the bishops in their charge from the 2016 General Conference to lead
the church forward amid the present impasse related to LGBTQ inclusion and resulting questions
about the unity of the church.

Dear Church family, Thank you so much for the delicious meal prepared by the April Hospitality team. We also were comforted by all the cards and well wishes from our church
family.
Blessings, Gwen Peterson and Nadine Martin

A video about loving and living together even when individuals are at opposite ends of a spectrum of thought was shown; I imagine that this video was included to offer hope for unity of a conflicted church in the future. Those who attended had the opportunity to reflect upon important personal values and convictions and core convictions of our faith as United Methodists.
Two sketches, ONE CHURCH MODEL and MULTI-BRANCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL,
were presented along with the disclaimer that the sketches are works in progress and may change. The
following is a summary of the two sketches:

On Sunday, May 6th, after the worship service, we will
honor Jean Evans for Jean’s ministry among us here at First
United Methodist Church. For 33 years, Jean has dedicated
her life, her abilities, and her passion to the United Methodist Church. Jean will retire from her position as Office Administrator on May 31st.
To show our appreciation for everything Jean has done
for our church, we will host a United Methodist Church potluck in her honor following the 10:00 am service. Please
bring your favorite dish to share with Jean and her family. Drinks and table service will be
provided.
You have a chance to greet and congratulate to Jean at that time. There will also be a
love offering for Jean. You may leave your gift with either Pastor Deb or Pastor Luann or
put it in a designated box located in the back of the sanctuary each Sunday.

I’ll share immediately that nothing has been decided and there were no
“hints” given about the decision.





ONE CHURCH MODEL
The One Church Model gives churches the room they need to maximize the presence of United
Methodist witness in as many places in the world as possible. The One Church Model provides a
generous unity that gives conferences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their
missional context in relation to human sexuality without changing the connectional nature of The
United Methodist Church.
MULTI-BRANCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL
This model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and services and one Council of Bishops, while also creating different branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability, contextualization and justice. The five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three
connectional conferences, each covering the whole country, based on theology and perspective on
LGBTQ ministry (i.e. progressive, contextual, traditional branches). Annual conferences would
decide which connectional conference to affiliate with; only local churches who choose a branch
other than the one chosen by their annual conference would vote to join another conference.
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
JEAN EVANS!
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New Employee Welcome
Please join us in welcoming Debbie Carlson as our new Finance and Membership Coordinator. She will be joining our FUMC staff on Monday, April 9th.
Debbie’s family is originally from the Mt. Pleasant area. She recently moved back after
spending most of her career and raising her family of four children in California. She graduated from San Diego State University with a Master of Science Accounting, earned her
CPA designation and managed the tax department for Price Waterhouse in San Diego.
Debbie also co-authored a book on income tax fundamentals and was a managing partner for a restaurant in Durango, Colorado. In her spare time, Debbie has a passion for horses. Her husband, Mark, is currently a veterinarian in the Iowa City area. They both share a
love for animals and the outdoors.
Since returning to Mt. Pleasant in 2016, Debbie has operated a full service bookkeeping
business on a part-time basis. She utilized QuickBooks which is the same program used by
our church.
Please give Debbie a warm welcome as a new member of our FUMC staff.
Melinda Huisinga
SPRC Chair
On Mother’s Day, May 13th, members of the Membership Care
Ministry Team will offer to each person a flower in honor or
memory of their mother. Please choose a white flower in memory
of your mother. Please select a colored flower in honor of your
mother if she still lives. There will be moments within the service
to reflect upon the importance of women in our lives.

Cedar Rapids Walk to Emmaus will be held in Mt. Pleasant at
the FUMC and IWU. Men’s will be July 12-15th and Women’s on
July 19-22nd. It’s a 72 hour spiritual journey with Christ. Take time
for yourself to renew you relationship with Christ!

We have 3 pilgrims going and would like to wee more on this journey for our community!
Please keep these walks in you prayers. For more information contact Ava Seibert, 319-931
-2808; Brian Jones, 515-326-2221; or Marlene Hill , 319-572-4812
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If neither of the two sketches are approved and accepted, the current statements concerning
LGBTQ individuals within The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016 will
be upheld. (All individuals are of sacred worth to God. ¶304.3 “The practice of homosexuality
is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not
to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in the United Methodist Church. ¶2702 states in part that a chargeable offense for a clergyperson is “conducting ceremonies which celebrate homosexual unions or performing same-sex wedding ceremonies.”)

The timeline for the decision about full-inclusion of LGBTQ individuals was shared:
 March 19-22, 2018: Commission on a Way Forward, Meeting # 8
Purpose: Based on the Council of Bishops feedback, the Commission will create a final draft
report to send to the Council of Bishops.
 April 29 – May 4, 2018: Council of Bishops Meeting
Purpose: Receive the final draft report from Commission on a Way Forward. Consider, amend,
and vote on final report to go to the 2019 Special Session of General Conference. Additionally,
the Council of Bishops will draft talking points for Bishops to use at Annual Conferences as
well as a press release to release to the church.
 May 14-17, 2018: Commission on a Way Forward, Meeting # 9
Purpose: Receive final report from the Council of Bishops and plan for the Commission to support Bishops and provide presentations to Delegations as needed.
 May 18, 2018: Final Report Completed
Final report is sent to publisher and translators to translate and put into full electronic release
format (total time needed to translate and paginate will be based on size of report)
 May 23-25, 2018: Judicial Council Meeting
 July/August 2018 Final Report Released
Final report in full release format is officially sent to the Secretary of the General Conference
and released electronically by the Council of Bishops to the whole church.
 Summer and Fall of 2018: Preparation
Delegations meet to read report and prepare.
 February 23-26, 2019: Special Session of the General Conference
If the decision of the 2019 General Conference should necessitate Constitution Amendments
(the MULTI-CHURCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL does), the approval of 2/3 of the annual
conferences is required. For approval within each annual Conference, 2/3 of the members
must vote approval.

Bottom line, the United Methodist Church is a long way from a finalized decision; however, there is concern and rumors are flying. Therefore, "The Council of Bishops encourages the entire church to continue in deep, unceasing prayer
for Holy Spirit breakthroughs for the Commission on a Way Forward and the special session of
General Conference," said Bishop Bruce Ough, the president of the Council of Bishops, in a letter
released April 25. – Interpreter.

Pastor Deb
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Children, Youth, and Adult Camping
The camp catalogs are here!! If you have a child
Please Pray For Healing and Support















Up to date as of April 24, 2017

Tom Evans - Son of Jean Evans
Betty Parker
Jim Andrew - Recovery after surgery
Mary Mitchell
Brian Iles
Wayne & Loree King
Lyle Swan
Gary Hucker - Brother of Bruce Hucker
Bill Brickey
Prayers for Bishop Laurie and the Appointive Cabinet
IWU and its impact on education, SE Iowa, and the world
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Our Sympathy to:

Gwen Peterson and Nadine Martin family on the death of
husband, father and grandfather, Vern, on March 27th.

that would like to attend a camp this summer, please
go to the church office to register or go online to
www.iaumc.org/camps. As in the past, we will pay
for one half of the cost to send your child to camp.

easyTithe
The Generosity/Stewardship Ministry Team has set up an account
with easyTithe. If you are interested in giving with your Smart
Phones you can download the app and make your donation to the
church through it. Special offerings and your pledge may be paid
this way. If you have questions please stop in or call the church
office (385-1740)

The family of Daniel Dorn who passed away on March 31st.

Change a Child’s Story Readers:

Congratulations to: Joslyn and Dalton Bryant on the birth of a daughter, Ava Lynne,
on March 26th. Grandparents are James and Susan Haffarnan.

Joshua and Brook Hesseltine on the birth of a daughter, Johonnah Jean, on April 6th. Grandparents are Rick and Chris Stauffer.
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The church no longer keeps track of your reading hours now
that the Bishop’s initiative is past the two year period. Hours
recorded during that two-year period were also used as part of
the RSVP program through the Fellowship Cup. If you signed
up to be a RSVP volunteer and are reading in the schools you should turn in your hours directly to the RSVP coordinator at the Fellowship Cup.
Our church believes that Change a Child’s Story is an important ministry and will continue
reading and providing books to area children even though the conference initiative has ended.
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18
Wes Shaffer
19
Mark Burns

1
Jackson Bell
Rosemary Marley
Mary Peterson
2
Shael Styron
Emma Szewczyk
3
4
Thuan Baccam
Jason Benedict
Jesse Howard
John Lance
Louis
Schimmelpfennig
5
Karen Hassell
Debra Mabeus
6
Gradon Rodgers
7
8
Alissa Alexander
Becky Calhoun

20
Carla Byrum
Katie Detrick
Marilyn Ridinger
Sheri Schlagel

Flint Wilson
9
Karen Carter
Peter Kilbourn
Codi Sammons

21
Carla McNamee
Nicolas Wesely

10
Elaine Walters
11
Mose Caulk
Haley Fitzhugh
Mike Hampton
Jill Kilbourn
Richard Wonderlich
12
Scott Lowe
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22
Maggie Fitzpatrick
Mabel Goettsche
William kinney
Elijah McGohan
Austin Smith
23
Garin Crane
Roy Gilleard
Carl Moehlman

24
Alisha Jennings
Ann Sartorius

14
Aidan Fiedler
Martha Ridenour
15
Ted McTee

25
Robert Kinney
Phyllis Overton

16
Dot Bappe

26
Matthew Kinney
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28
Robert Bensmiller
Jamie Schadt
29

30
Bryce Eaves
Rachel May
Ben Sourwine
31
Kelli Keefer
William Marley
Jackson Newman
Kelsey Sourwine
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17
Terry Shull
Scott Wichhart Jr.

27
Betty Baker
Mikayla Brown
Jack Davis
Philip Wilson
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From the desk of Pastor Luann…
I am sure you have heard the expression, “April
showers bring May flowers.” While I am not certain if
this statement includes snow showers, that is precisely
what many Iowans received during the month of April
as winter seemed to hold on tight during those final
days of the season. Nevertheless, as we knew it would,
spring came, and along with it comes all the things we
love and cherish about the season. Green grass, beautiful flowers, gorgeous sunlight, soft breezes and warm
temperatures are only a few of the characteristics I love most about the month of May. May
is, without a doubt, the height of the spring season.
While May is a great month, it is also a busy month. There are graduations and graduation parties to attend. There is Mother’s Day and Memorial Day to remember and observe. There are school programs and church activities, such as the potluck we are having
on May 6th to celebrate and thank Jean Evans for her many years of dedicated service. Yes,
May is indeed a special month and spring is a wonderful time of the year.
Even though these are busy days, spring is also a time for growth. During this season, all of nature’s elements (rain, sunlight, etc.) work together to promote the growth of
new grass, flowers, buds on the trees. The earth clears away the remnants of winter and restores with glowing vibrancy what was cold, dark, and seemingly lifeless. In the spring, we
can see the earth coming alive in new growth. What a joy!
Spring, however, is not only a season of growth for the earth; it is a season of
growth for us, too. It is a time for us to do some “spring cleaning” within ourselves and allow God to restore those parts of us that have perhaps grown dim in the coldness of winter.
I am reminded of a verse from Psalm, which states, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). This verse stands out to me as a gentle reminder that just as the earth is restored and refreshed in the spring, so can my heart and spirit be restored and refreshed by our loving God.
I pray that the month of May and the spring season is a blessed time for you, filled
with many wonderful days. I also pray that you should you feel the need for a little spiritual
spring-cleaning, remember that God can—and will—give you all that is needed for a clean
heart and a renewed spirit.
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Luann
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Missions
We have had a request to fix and serve a meal at Fellowship Cup on the third Wednesday of
each month. They serve around 25-30 people. If interested please contact the church office, 319-385-1740 or Mission chairperson Darrel Rogers, 319-986-6095.
Circle meetings
nd
 Grace Circle, Thursday, May 2 , 10:00 a.m., in Rm. 109
th
 Friendship Circle, Thursday, May 17 , 5:15 p.m. at Pizza Hut. All are welcome to
join us for a short program, a meal, and fun time together.
th
 Love Circle, Thursday, May 17 , 11:30 a.m., at Sunnybrook. Please call Joyce
Dennison, 385-4723, to let her know you are going or need a ride. Lunch is $6.
th
 Patience Circle, Saturday, May 19 , 9:00 a.m. in Rm. 111
HELP WANTED FOR RUMMAGE SALE!
Individuals are needed to organize this annual fall event. This experience provides joy in
working with others for the church and in community outreach. This is a short term commitment. Records are available from past rummage sales.
Contact the church office or Jean Reschly 319-931-9749 with questions.

Prayer and Holy Communion will be on Thursday, May 3rd, from noon to 1:00 p.m. Join us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and concerns
to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will
serve you.

Card Ministry will be extending thinking of you
greetings to our shut-ins, saying “Happy Birthday” to our senior
citizens and youth, or a big “Thank you” to the many fellow
members who so graciously give of their time and talent.
Please join us on Friday May 11th, at 10:00 a.m. in room 109, to
prepare and address the cards.
If you know someone who could use a thank you or a cheery note
please let the church office know, 385-1740. If you have cards that you will not be using,
they will be welcomed and used here.
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May, is one of the months, that we take an offering for the Fellowship Cup Food
Pantry. There will be a table in the Upper Fireside room for you to put items on and also
a basket for donations. Remember that the Fellowship Cup can buy more at the coops with
your money than you can at the local stores. The list of items needed are:

Juice Boxes
Nutri-Grain Bars
Canned Meats
Baked Beans
Box Meals (Like Hamburger helper)

Ziplock bags (Sandwich and Snack Size)
Brown Lunch Bags

May 25th – 28th is Memorial Day Weekend. It is the first
holiday of the summer – packed with picnics, parades,
parks, and parties. Memorial Day is a time to honor the
service of American men and women in defense of this
country. Memorial Day is a day to remember the sacrifices of American men and women who died for the ideals of
this free land.
First United Methodist Church will honor and remember the lives of men and women who
served this country and extend our comfort and sympathy to their families and to families
of our own congregation who grieve the death of loves ones in the past year.

“Cinco de Mayo”
All are welcome!
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HIGHER ED SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Graduating high school seniors who are participating members of
FUMC are eligible to apply for a one-year scholarship. Depending on the number of qualified applicants, students will be awarded up to $1,000.
Students will need to write a letter of application and return it to
the Church office by May 11. The letters of application should include a listing of Church
activities such as: attending Sunday School, participating and/or helping with Bible
School, singing in choir, assisting with nursery children, helping with Wednesday after
school program, helping with video/sound during Church, working at the Old Threshers
booth or the Church kitchen during Old Threshers, ushering or any other approved Church
volunteer activity. Applicants will then be interviewed by the Higher Education committee. An interview schedule will be determined after applications are submitted.
Students will also need to ask for a recommendation from Pastor Deb or Pastor Luann.
Recommendations from members of the congregation will not be accepted.
Students that receive the 2018 – 2019 scholarship money will be required to either assist
one time during Saturday night or Sunday morning worship service OR a church activity
approved by Pastor Deb or Pastor Luann.
Students in grades 9-11 are encouraged to document their FUMC activities in preparation
for
applying for a scholarship when they are seniors.
For further information, contact Mary Elgar (385.4785).

Pastor Deb is offering a small group opportunity based on

the popular movie, I Can Only Imagine. The study seeks to
answer questions posted by the movie: How can we overcome loss, release guilt and conquer fear in a world that is
affected with constant hurt and struggles. There will be 4
sessions starting Sunday, April 29th at 2:00 p.m. or Wednesday, May 2nd at 5:30 p.m. You may attend either session as it
fits into your schedule.

ARUKAH Hebrew for Healing and Restoration
A Gathering for Restoration and Growth
Facilitated by Anita Hampton and Pastor Deb

Saturday, May 19 11:30-1:30 p.m.
FUMC Upper Fireside Room
Please Register by May 11 using form below
A light lunch will be served
There will be an opportunity for giving of gifts,
monetary or otherwise

BRING A FRIEND FOR A WONDERFUL TIME OF
CREATION AND RENEWAL
Name ____________________________________ Phone ____________________
Email _________________________________________________________________

May

May 6: Philippians 1:1-18a, Luke 9:46-48
May 13: Philippians 2:1-13, Luke 6:43-45
May 20: Acts 2:1-21, Philippians 4:4-7
May 27: Isaiah 6:1-8 (Trinity Sunday)
9

Please list any dietary restrictions _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Please return slip to the church office by May 11. Thanks
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9th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
10th - Thursday
2:30 a.m. - Sunnybr ook Communion
11th - Friday
Deadline for Arukah Registration
10:00 a.m. - Car d Ministr y Rm. 109
12th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
13th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING

22nd - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
23rd - Wednesday Messenger Deadline
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
24th - Thursday
25th - Friday
26th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship

27th - Memorial Sunday
Peace with Justice Offering
10:00 a.m. - Worship
28th - Monday OFFICE CLOSED
29th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
30th - Wednesday
31st - Thursday

Sr. Day/ Mother’s Day/Last day for Sunday
School

1st - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Member/Guest Ministry Rm. 9-11
5:00 p.m. - Outreach Ministry Rm. 15
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
2nd - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
3rd - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
4th - Friday
5th - Saturday
3:00 p.m. - Cinco de Mayo F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise and Fellowship Wor ship
6th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
11:30 a.m. - Jean’s Retirement Celebration
7th - Monday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rm. 9-11
8th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Tr ustees Rm. 109
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9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
14th - Monday
5:30 p.m. – Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
15th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Christian Education Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
16th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
17th - Thursday
11:30 a.m. - Love Cir. Sunnybrook
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Cir.
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Republicans Rm. 9-11
18th - Friday
19th - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Cir cle
11:30 a.m. - ARUKAH Upper Fireside Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Pr aise & Fellowship Wor ship
20th - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Wor ship
21st - Monday
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack Meeting F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts

BUDGET NEWS
March 2018 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 5,574.02
Income:
Pledges/Giving
24,761.72
Other Income
57.80
ACH for Mission
928.35
Total Income
$ 25,747.87
Expenses:
(29,744.64)
Liability Difference
287.70

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
March 31, 5:30 p.m.
April 1,
7:00 a.m.
April 1, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

32
50
229
311

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$ 1,864.95

April 7,
April 8,
Total:

$
$

April 14, 5:30 p.m.
April 15, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

33
124
157

Funds Available:

$ (9,248.27)

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
Received
Disbursements:

April 21, 5:30 p.m.
April 22, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

34
133
167

$ 12,729.06
3,713.15
(2,739.99)

8,708.02
2,405.20

$ 13,702.22
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5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

32
124
156

