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Sloth
(Image of a really adorable and remarkably
happy looking sloth)
I don’t believe in coincidences; so, when
we joined our Presbyterian brothers and sisters
for the Ash Wednesday worship and I noticed
a poster of a cute sloth and then read Frederick
Buechner’s comments about sloth in his book,
A Crazy, Holy Grace The Healing Power of
Pain and Memory, I knew that I needed to pay
some attention to sloth – one of the seven

deadly sins.
Sloth is defined as “reluctance to work or make an effort, laziness.” Synonyms for
sloth are idleness, inactivity, inertia, apathy and listlessness.
Frederick Buechner’s take on sloth was inspired by Jesus’ parable of a master who
gives three of his servants 10 talents, 5 talents and 1 talent, respectively. You probably know
the first two invest their talents and double their investments. The third servant feared his
master and buried the single talent in the ground and when his master dug it up and presented
the one talent to his master. The master was pleased with the actions of the first two servants
and rewarded them but was more than miffed at the third and called him wicked and slothful.
Buechner advances that sloth is not only one of the seven deadly sins but it may be the
worst of the sins. “Sloth is getting through life on automatic pilot. Not really being alive.
Not really making use of what happens to you. Burying what you might have made something out of. Playing it safe with your life. To bury your life, to bury your pain, to bury your
joy. To bury whatever it is that the world gives you, and then live as carefully as you can
without really living at all.” – (Location 352, 18% - Kindle speak)
Sisters and brothers, do you, like me, tend to be slothful? I, particularly, believe that
am guilty of sloth when I respond to the situations of the world, the challenges of the Iowa
Annual Conference and the church, and personal memories and current hurts by burying my
life, my pain and my joy. Sloth is taking the easy way out found in solitude. Sloth is shunning life-transforming connections and fleeing from the opportunities for human relationships. Buechner believes, as I am coming to believe, that trying to avoid the messiness of life
results in losing the richness of life. Refusing to deal in a healthy way with the disappointments and distresses of life compromises also the joy of life. And, that is unacceptable.
Life is a gift – a divine gift – meant to be received in thanksgiving, opened in trust,
used in service, relished in every moment of every day (the good, the bad and the really ugly
moments of each day) and shared with those to whom we may be of help and those who can
help us.
Psalm 23 (KJV) 1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie
down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he
Continued on pg. 2
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Thank you for the many cards, thoughts and prayers during the time of my mother’s passing.
Dave and Barb Snodgrass and family
A big thank you to my church family for your prayers, cards, and visits while I was in the
hospital and since returning home.
Wanda Miller
Thank you to all of our church family for the prayers and concerns shown during my hospital stay and since my return home. All the cards and other acts of kindness mean a lot. A
special thanks for the Prayer Shawl, and the visits by Pastor Deb and Pastor Luann.
Thank you all. Richard Tolander
Thank you to my church family for sharing our sorrow with the sudden passing of my husband, Ken. He was father to Kendra Seibert and Anna (Aaron) Dale, grandfather to Vincent,
Olivia, Zavier, Sylvie Dale and Rylee Seibert. Words cannot begin to express to you how
much all the cards, love and kindness, and prayers offered up, have meant to us at this time.
Thanks again.
In Christ, Ava Seibert
Our records indicate that your church paid 100% of your apportionments. Thank you for
your leadership and thank your congregation for the gifts that made this possible. Our
Methodist connectional system will remain strong because of churches like yours.
Your Iowa Conference Treasurer, Maggie Biggs
Dear First UMC,
Thank you for the Subway card during finals. I always appreciate nice surprises like that!
Thank you for thinking of me.
Keegan Pullis

Prayer Shawl Ministry
A couple of weeks ago, the creative ministry of Knots of
Love was featured and highlighted within the worship service. We hope that you were impressed by this ministry
and wish to help out. Those who knit, crochet, make
fringe, attach fringe and pray will assemble on Thursday,
March 1st, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.
The members are more than willing to show you how it
is done and to help put stitches and prayers together.
By the way, it is a great deal of FUN!
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Prayer and Holy Communion will be on Thurs1st,

day, March
from noon to 1:00 p.m. Join us and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and concerns
to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will
serve you.

Continued from pg. 1

leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Pastor Deb

Card Ministry will be extending thinking of you greetings to our
shut-ins, saying “Happy Birthday” to our senior citizens and youth, or a
big “Thank you” to the many fellow members who so graciously give of
their time and talent. Please join us on Friday March 9th, at 10:00 a.m. in
room 109, to prepare and address the cards.
If you know someone who could use a thank you or a cheery note please let the church
office know, 385-1740. If you have cards that you will not be using, they will be welcomed
and used here.

Permanent Endowment Fund Applications for 2017 funds are now available in
the church office. They will be accepted through March 15th. All requests must come
from a Ministry Team inside the church.

Save the Date – May 19th,
2018
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Gathering for Restoration
and Growth
“Arukah” – (Hebrew for
healing and restoration)
A time for sharing, caring and blessing
Facilitators: Anita Hampton and Pastor Deb
Additional information will be in next month’s
newsletter.
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New Column – You Asked! - Pastor Deb

Why does the United Methodist Church get involved in the secular world?

It is part of our DNA as a Christian denomination. The crucial, foundational beliefs for the United Methodist Church’s involvement in the secular world come from Jesus,
the Christ, and John Wesley, founder of the Wesleyan movement of accountability that
gave birth to the Methodist movement and the United Methodist Church.
Jesus spoke in the Gospel according to St. John, “I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another (John
13:34-35).
John Wesley built on the teaching of Jesus when Wesley stated that “Solitary religion is not
to be found there. The gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness but
social holiness. Faith working by love, is the length and breadth and depth and height
of Christian perfection.” John Wesley, Hymns and Sacred Poems (1739), page viii.
Our faith is not to be expressed only within a solitary relationship with God but also
within a relationship with God’s children and creation. It is not “either-or” but “both.”
Every four years, General Conference delegates deliberate, discuss, pray, decide on and
publish hundreds of resolutions involving: The Natural World, The Nurturing Community,
The Social Community, The Economic Community, The Political Community and The
World Community.
“The United Methodist Church has a long history of concern for social justice. Its
members have often taken forthright positions on controversial issues involving Christian
principles. . . . The Social Principles, while not to be considered law, are a prayerful and
thoughtful effort on the part of the General Conference to speak to the human issues in the
contemporary world from a sound biblical and theological foundation as historically
demonstrated in United Methodist traditions. They are a call to faithfulness and are intended to be instructive and persuasive in the best of the prophetic spirit. The Social Principles
are a call to all members of The United Methodist Church to a prayerful, studied dialogue
of faith and practice.” – Preface to The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist
Church, 2012, page 43.
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Please Pray For Healing and Support













Up to date as of Feb. 26, 2017

Tom Young
Bill Brickey
Irene Shutt
Nate Burden
Vern Peterson & his wife and care giver, Gwen
Vada Graber
Prayers for Bishop Laurie and the Appointive Cabinet
IWU and its impact on education, SE Iowa, and the world
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Our Sympathy to:

VBS time is fast approaching! Sunday, March 11 ,
at 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, we will be hosting a VBS workshop for area churches. The event will
be presented by Mobile United Methodist Missionaries
(MUMM’s). This is a wonderful opportunity to look at
the material available and learn about using it.

Children, Youth, and Adult Camping
The camp catalogs are here!! If you have a
child that would like to attend a camp this summer,
please go to the church office to register or go
online to www.iaumc.org/camps. As in the past,
we will pay for one half of the cost to send your
child to camp.

Emery and Virginia Styron and family on the death of
Virginia’s sister, Judith Garringer, on February 18th.

Missions
The Mission Ministry Team, at their February meeting, voted to
have the Easter Offering go towards the support of our
Missionaries, Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman, who are working in African hospitals. Please be generous.
A new thing for Missions: sponsoring a special needs Mt. Pleasant student to go to Camp
Courageous this year.
Watch for more information about, In Gathering Kits and the Blanket Offering, for the 39th
Iowa Thanksgiving In-Gathering to be held the first Saturday in November.
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As you have an opportunity and take time to reflect
in private, catch the March issue of the Tissue Times.
There are short articles about Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, and Good Friday. Plus a calendar of events
and thoughtful humor.
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Irma Swan

Debra Schmidt
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Nolan Keffer
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Kian Hughell
Sue Lovik
Dale Marzolf
Steve Meeker
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Jeff Baccam
Tobin Jacks
Carolyn Jensen
Amy Lowe
Darrel Rogers
Michelle Rosell

3
4
5
Kevin Dunsmore
Andy Flowers
Loree King
6
Kelly Barton
Abigail Blint
Jeff McPheron
Keegan Pullis

23
Kiana Miller
Debra Smith
Jim Snodgrass

14
Seth Martin
Jodie Meeker

24
Barbara Messer
Jeanette Rice

15
Allie
Looker

25
Christina Goettsche
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Kay Tweedy

16
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Zavier Dale
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Tom Weir
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Abby Burden
Carol Carpenter
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Abby Lance
Morgan Menke
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Wade Carpenter
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Stewart Kinney
Lin Klopfenstein
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Grace Coble
Kristen Shaffer
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Lee Franklin
Ben Johnson
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From the desk of Pastor Luann…
“The flowers appear on the earth, the time of
singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.” Song of Solomon
2:12
By the time you read this newsletter article, March will be upon us! How glorious,
this month of March! In March, many good
things happen. We switch our clocks forward
one hour on Sunday, March 11th. On Tuesday, March 20th, we officially welcome
the first day of spring. The days get longer and the air a bit warmer. Now, I know
that we can (and most likely will) still have wintery weather in the month of March
and potentially even in April; however, there is something about the anticipation of
spring that brings a certain happiness to my heart. It is not that I absolutely abhor
winter, with its short, darker, and colder days; for winter has its place and the cold
snow it brings is important for the earth. Even so, while I am in the midst of winter,
I long for the spring that I know is coming.
The season of Lent, in some ways, can be looked upon as the “Christian winter.” Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It
is a time of self-examination and reflection. However, in the days of the early
Church, Lent was also the time for preparing new Christian converts for baptism.
Therefore, Lent, while still and solemn, is also a very important time for us as we
prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Easter.
So, how are you observing this Lenten season? One very common method
for observing Lent is to give something up, which falls in place with self-denial.
What one chooses to give up can vary a great deal from person-to-person. Some
choose to give up certain foods or beverages during Lent while others may choose to
give up social media. Some may choose to give up television, and some even give up
reading non-Scriptural books during Lent. However, no matter what we decide to
give up, we can also observe Lent by taking up something.
Taking up something for Lent can also be a useful and beneficial way to observe this season. For example, you may decide to read your Bible an extra 10
minutes each day. You may decide to begin a prayer journal in which you write
down your prayers as well as the answers to those prayers. You may choose to volunteer your time within the community, or you may choose to reach out each day to
help someone in need. Whatever it is, the acts of laying something down and taking
something up during this season can be quite useful in helping us to prepare for Easter. It helps to shift the focus from ourselves to Jesus Christ.
Continued on pg. 10
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Continued from pg. 4

Circle meetings
st
 Grace Circle, Thursday, March 1 , 10:00 a.m., in Rm. 109
th
 Friendship Circle, Thursday, March 15 , 5:15 p.m. at Pizza Hut. All are welcome to
join us for a short program, a meal, and fun time together.

Lent officially began on February 14th. However, there is still time for us to
observe this season and prepare our hearts for Easter. If you have not decided how
you will observe the remainder of this Lenten season, I encourage you to pray about
it. We are still several weeks from Easter and that means there is still plenty of time
for us to make this Lenten season count. May God bless you and keep you throughout the remainder of Lent as we longingly cast our eyes toward the hope of Easter.
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Luann

Love Circle, Thursday, March 15th, 11:30 a.m., at Sunnybrook. Please call Joyce
Dennison, 385-4723, to let her know you are going or need a ride. Lunch is $6.
th
 Patience Circle, Saturday, March 17 , 9:00 a.m. in Rm. 111


Sunday, March 18th, 2018
Celebrate the Hope of a Cure
for Cancer

Join the Chancel Choir for Lent.
You are invited to join the Chancel Choir during the Lenten season, as this year, they will be supporting the worship services with selections from “In His Name”, a cantata by Joel Raney.
The entire cantata will be the center of the Good Friday
worship service on March 30th. Choir rehearsal is 6:30 PM
on Wednesdays in the sanctuary choir loft. Please consider joining the choir in enhancing the
worship services during Lent, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

Pastor Luann will be leading a NEW Sunday
School class. It will be called POLO” (which
stands for parents of little ones). This class
will be held at 9:00 AM on Sunday mornings,
during the regular Sunday school hour. It is
especially designed for parents of young children. While the parents are in Sunday school,
the nursery will be open and will be a wonderful space for your young ones to interact with
other children their age. If you would be interested in attending this exciting new
Sunday School class, please speak with Pastor Luann! More details will be coming
very soon!!
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Revel in the beauty of well
over 50 bunches of daffodils –
the flower of hope – gracing
our sanctuary.

Help us grace the sanctuary with lilies and spring flowers for
Easter, April 1st. The flowers may be brought in March 30th and
picked up after the services on Easter Sunday.
Please fill out below if you would like your donation listed in
the bulletin. This information will be needed no later than Sunday,

March 25th.

In honor of ____________________________________________
In memory of __________________________________________
Given by ______________________________________________
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March 25th, 2018 – 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday
Worship Service
Sunday – Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
Monday – Jesus Clears the Temple
Tuesday – Jesus on the Mount of Olives and his
teaching about the withered fig tree
Wednesday – Silent Wednesday The Scriptures
do not reveal what Jesus did on this day during
Holy Week.
March 29th, 2018 – 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service at the First Presbyterian
Church featuring the Sacrament of Holy
Communion
Thursday – Celebration of the Passover and Institution of the Lord’s Supper
March 30th, 2018 – 12:00 noon – The Way of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Cantata and Worship Service – “At His Name” – Composer and Arranger Joel Raney
Friday – Jesus’ Trial, Crucifixion, Death and Burial
Saturday – Jesus in the tomb guarded by Roman soldiers
April 1st, 2018 – Easter Resurrection Sunday
7:00 a.m. Resurrection Service – Greeting the Dawning of a New Day
8:00 a.m. Gathering at table to break our fast
9:00 a.m. Sunday School and Christian Education Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship Service with the Sacrament of Holy Communion

JOB OPENINGS
Jean Evans has announced her retirement as of the end of May 2018 from her position here at FUMC. After 30+ years of service and ministry to our church, she will
be greatly missed; we thank her hard work and dedication. We wish her well as
she enjoys spending more time with her family; her granddaughters are quite excited.
Jean’s duties have been divided into two part-time positions. The Pastoral Administrative Assistant will be responsible for meeting and greeting visitors, answering the telephone, processing the mail, scheduling meetings, typing agendas
and minutes, maintaining the files, publishing the weekly bulletin and monthly
messenger and assisting both of our pastors. The Finance and Membership Coordinator will be responsible for all matters relating to the financial transactions of
the church which include monthly and annual financial reports, budget, payroll,
accounts receivable, accounts payable, memorials and membership records. This
person will also attend team ministry meetings of the Ad Council, Board of Trustees, Memorial, Generosity and Stewardship, and Permanent Endowment.
Ads will be placed in local newspapers and on social media during the month of
February; interviews will be conducted in March. We are seeking candidates who
are preferably not a member of our own church; however, if you have a personal
interest or know of someone you would like to recommend, please let us know.
We would be glad to answer your questions and provide additional information.
Thank you.
SPRC Ministry Team
Melinda Huisinga, Chairperson

First Floor Restrooms

March

March 4: John 18:12-27, Psalm 17:1-7
March 11: John 18:28-40, Psalm 145:10-13
March 18: John 19:1-16a, Psalm 146
March 25: John 19:16b-22, Psalm 24
9

Trustees, Generosity/Stewardship Ministry Team, and
our Administrative Council has approved new restrooms
to be built in the area that is now our handicapped restroom, small office and ushers’ station off the back of
the sanctuary. We will also be constructing a new counter area where we will serve coffee and cookies on Sunday morning. This remodeling project is progressing
well. Hopefully it will be done for Easter. Please be patient during the process.
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9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
2:00 p.m. - VBS Showcase for 2018
12th - Monday
5:30 p.m. – Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
13th - Tuesday
1st - Thursday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
14th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
2nd - Friday
6:30 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
3rd - Saturday
15th - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Master Gardeners
11:30 a.m. - Love Cir. Sunnybrook
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Cir.
4th - Third Sunday of Lent
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
16th - Friday
5th - Monday
17th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 a.m. - Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rm. 9-11
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle
6th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
5:00 p.m. - Member/Guest Ministry Rm. 9-11 18th - Fifth Sunday of Lent
Daffodil Sunday
5:00 p.m. - Outreach Ministry Rec. Rm.
9:00
a.m.
- Sunday School
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 9-11
10:00
a.m.
- Worship
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
19th - Monday
7th - Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 109
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack Meeting
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
20th - Tuesday
8th - Thursday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Optima Life F. Hall
6:00 p.m. - Christian Education Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
9th - Friday
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
21st - Wednesday
5:00 p.m. - Cub Scout Blue and Gold Banquet
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
10th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
11th - Fourth Sunday of Lent
22nd - Thursday Messenger Deadline
NOISY OFFERING for Change a Child’s Story
7 9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 9-11

6:30 p.m. - PEFC Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
23rd - Friday
24th - Saturday
1:00 p.m. - Democrats F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
25th - Palm Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
26th - Monday
5:30 –7:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
27th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11

28th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary

29th - Thursday
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Service
30th - Good Friday
12:00 p.m. - Way of the Cross
7:00 p.m. - Cantata
31st - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship

BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

January 2018 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 12,847.71
Income:
Pledges/Giving
22,940.91
Other Income
259.43
ACH for Mission
271.34
Total Income
$ 23,471.68
Expenses:
(32,436.26)
Liability Difference
217.32
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$ 4,100.45
$
$

Funds Available:

$ (2,343.99)

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
Received
Disbursements:

$ 12,663.14
7,273.23
(5,191.40)

3,569.34
2,875.10

$ 14,744.97

8

Feb. 3, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 4, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

25
117
142

Feb. 10, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 11, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

20
105
125

Feb. 17, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 18, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

29
159
188

Feb. 24, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 25, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

21
130
151

