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First Church was founded in 1836

Our Staff

Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School &
Adult Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Linda Enearl, Office Assistant
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

I’m in a Lenten Frame of Mind
Lent is a season of sober reflection about our lives, how
we live in community and how we live as children of God
and brothers of sisters of Christ Jesus. Honest Lenten reflection and serious stock taking, I think, lead most to the
outcome that we could do better. I know that this is the
case for me.
This particular season of Lent has led me to the realization that I need to improve as a pastor, a preacher, a teacher, a church leader, a disciple maker, a colleague, and a
mentor. I need to step up as a Kiwanian and an ex officio
member of the Board of Trustees of Iowa Wesleyan University. I leave much to be desired as a chairperson of the
Board of Ordained Ministry and member of the conference
Kaizen SLI Leadership Team. And, I really miss the mark
as a citizen, a friend and a child of God. What else is there? Like the saying, “Other than
that, Mrs. Lincoln, how did you like the play?”
I think that this Lenten frame of mind in which I find myself comes from the Wesleyan
belief that “perfection is possible in this life.” And, I know that I am, at times, light years
away from perfection. (Am I speaking to the choir?) Wesleyan perfection, though, is not being without sin. Wesleyan perfection involves thoughts, words and actions that are perfectly
intended as loving. The intent is pure. The motivation is true. The purpose is support and
care; but, we are all humans who fumble to translate our thoughts into words. We are also
human beings who struggle with clear communication as speakers and listeners. We all, I
believe, have touchy subjects and sore spots. We all, I think, have unique experiences that
color our worldview and temper our responses to issues in life. It is a blessing of God that we
are unique and bring many views, opinions and viewpoints to the table. God be praised that
each of us holds strongly diverse beliefs. God, accept our thanksgiving that every one of us
displays passion that we bring to others and to the world. The pain of relationships – both
human and divine – is not disagreement; it is world-weariness. Friedrich Nietzsche (who, admittedly, is not usually the citation for an article on the Christian walk of life) states, “Against
boredom even gods struggle in vain.”
Yet, within the period of Lent, with its sobering, same old – same old, focus upon reflection, repentance, guilt and confession; there is the ancient message of hope and a promised
release from discouragement, dismay and depression – Easter. Resurrection Sunday is the
holyday when we recognize that Jesus whose sacrifice atoned for all our sins and whose resurrection defeated humanity’s – our – enemy death, lives and lives for each one of us regardless of what we or others think about us. Jesus died for us so that we might move out of a
Lenten frame of mind into a resurrection spirit and life. We are worthy. We are beloved.
And, there is nothing that we can do to change God’s mind about us.
Go ahead. Say it. “I am worthy. I am beloved. And, there is nothing that I can do to
Continued on pg. 2
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Thank you for the cards and expressions of sympathy on the deaths of my (Virginia’s) sister
and Emery’s father.
Virginia and Emery Styron

Knots of Love
A couple of weeks ago, the creative
ministry of Knots of Love was featured and highlighted within the
worship service. We hope that you
were impressed by this ministry and
wish to help out. Those who knit,
crochet, make fringe, attach fringe
and pray will assemble on Thursday,
April 5th, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.
The members are more than willing to show you how it is done and to help put stitches
and prayers together. By the way, it is a great deal of FUN!

What would you as members/guests like to see done to enhance your relationship with God here at FUMC?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to join our team or willing to be called on to assist us? _______________
________________________________________________________________________
Member/Guest Ministry Team: Lesa, Ava, and Cindy
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Below is a list of “Inactive Members” and a list of those we have
no address for.
If you know their address please call the church with it and then invite them back to church.
If we get an address they will be contacted by the church; however, it is your contact that is
more likely to get a response.
No Address

Inactive who might respond to YOUR invitation to return

Amanda Caulkins
Meghann Davis
Billi Jo Earp
DeAnn Harp
Ben Johnson
Donald Johnson III
Makayla McClellan
Richard McClellan IV
Ron and Melissa Peiffer
Dr. Terry Shull

Kathy Adrian
Dean and Doris Aicher
Lucinda Boese
Curt and Barbara Crane
Gene and Sandy Christner
Curt and Lisa Dunn
Ruth Ann Hagist
Jeff and Lorna Hood
Julie Jennings
Mikayla Jennings
Matthew Kinney
Paige Kinney
Rob Lance
Sherri Leeper
Barbara and Melvin Messer
Dave Muhs
Steve Riley and Tammy Olson Riley

Karley Ruschill
Sara Weschler
Dennis and Mary
White
Pam Wilson

Welcome these members back to God’s fold.

Cedar Rapids Walk to Emmaus will be held in Mt. Pleasant at
the FUMC and IWU. Men’s will be July 12-15th and Women’s on
July 19-22nd. It’s a 72 hour spiritual journey with Christ. Take time
for yourself to renew you relationship with Christ!
We have 2 pilgrims going and would like to wee more on this journey for our community!
Please keep these walks in you prayers. For more information contact Ava Seibert, 319-931
-2808; Brian Jones, 515-326-2221; or Marlene Hill , 319-3/85-9617
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change God’s mind about me.” Say it again and again till all the vestiges of your Lenten
frame of mind vanish before the light and the glory of forgiveness, acceptance, love and
delight and you believe it with all your heart.
Pastor Deb

New Column – You Asked! - Pastor Deb
What Is a Good Way to Begin the Day?

“I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”
The above prayer is the Covenant Prayer that was adapted by John Wesley from the Puritan
tradition. “The prayer describes the life of a participant with Christ in his mission. It is a
practical description of what Jesus was talking about when he said, ‘If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me’ (Luke
9:23).” - Rev. Steven W. Manskar, D. Min., author of Disciples Making Disciples.

Card Ministry will be extending thinking of you greetings to
our shut-ins, saying “Happy Birthday” to our senior citizens and
youth, or a big “Thank you” to the many fellow members who so
graciously give of their time and talent. Please join us on Friday
March 9th, at 10:00 a.m. in room 109, to prepare and address the
cards.
If you know someone who could use a thank you or a cheery note please let the church
office know, 385-1740. If you have cards that you will not be using, they will be welcomed
and used here.
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Children, Youth, and Adult Camping
The camp catalogs are here!! If you have a child

Please Pray For Healing and Support















Up to date as of March 26, 2017

Brian Iles
Wayne King
Carson Bagles - son of Mike and Maxie Bagles
Mark Hissem—Relative of Rosie and Darrel Rogers
Lyle Swan
Gary Hucker - Brother of Bruce Hucker
Bill Brickey
Nate Burden
Vern Peterson - Arbor Ct.
Prayers for Bishop Laurie and the Appointive Cabinet
IWU and its impact on education, SE Iowa, and the world
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

that would like to attend a camp this summer, please
go to the church office to register or go online to
www.iaumc.org/camps. As in the past, we will pay
for one half of the cost to send your child to camp.

Laity Day with Bishop Laurie
Saturday, April 14, 2018, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
3600 75th St., Urbandale, IA 50322

Emery and Virginia Styron and family on the death of
Emery’s father, Vern, on Saturday, March 3rd.

Starting at 9:00, enjoy coffee and treats, fellowship , pick up materials for the day and
check the displays. The program begins at 9:45 and includes worship, missional presentations, a networking lunch, and two presentations with Bishop Laurie, one, an extensive Q
& A session! A communion service will conclude laity Day.

Rosie and Darrel Rogers on the death of Rosie’s aunt, Sue Somerville, on Monday, March
5th.

Bishop Laurie’s provocative title is “Running Away with Jonah” and will preceded by
scripture presented in a readers; theater format.

Brian and Karen Carter on the death of Karen’s father, Melvin Rich, on Sunday March 11th.

The two Missional Presentations will be of great interest because of their applicability to
work in our local churches and communities. One, How Welcoming is Your Church?
(How Unintended Bias Can Sabotage Good Intentions) will provide helpful insight into
how newcomers experience us. The second, Child Abuse in Iowa; What We Can Do
will educate and equip about a problem far greater than usually recognized.

Our Sympathy to:

The family of Rev. Jim Stiles who passed away very suddenly, Monday, March 19th.

Change a Child’s Story readers: We have the

books available now and a new shipment has just arrived.
If you need to pick out books stop in the office and we
will show you where they are at.
3

Laity Day is free and while advanced registration is not required, it will be extremely helpful for planning. Questions may be directed to Barb Mann at the Conference Center 515974-8905 or Margaret Borgen, Lay Leader, 515-490-9328.
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3
Kaley White
4
Dietrich Bappe
Eleanor Bjork
Doug Conner
Spence Evans
5
Charles Dyall
Dylan Hagensee
Mikayla Jennings
Ron Peiffer
6
Ian Franklin
Warren Garrels
Mary Koontz
Paul May
Matthew Moothart
Jason Smith
Madonna Worden
7
Addyson Calhoun
Amanda Caulkins
Emma Jones
8
Kaela Welcher

19
Heather Cole
Jane Dotson
Ruth Hagist
Andres Horn
KynLee White

29
Jeff Dotson

9
Tammy Shroyer

20
Carson Bagles

10
Mitchell Brown
Liam Hood

21
Alexandra Achen
Kathy Alexander

11

22
Samuel Beatty

12
Judith Bower
Faith Kruse
Jason Loving
Duane Maxwell
Kylie Sourwine

30
Sherri McPheron

23
Scott Augsburger
Mary Bixler
Sharon Davis
Lori Johnson - Vick
Mark Kimzey
Judy Kinney
John Klopfenstein I
Jan Roach

13
Brian Enearl
Beverly Haines
14
Kayden Fitzhugh
William Morehouse
Benjamin Olson

24
Matthew Millspaugh
Cameryn Styron
25
Patricia Goettsche
Kate Newman
Pat Thomas
Dale Waters

15
Steve Brimhall
Lacey Miller
16
Chloe Haffarnan

26
Zander Fraker
Kinzington Keaster
Lexis Miller

17
Jerry Barker
Janet Olson
Jan Rankin
Carson Ryon

27
Sandra Christner
Jerry Davis
Florence Kinney
Lola Swan

18
Jennifer Bell
Bruce Hucker
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From the desk of Pastor Luann…
In this semester of seminary, one the classes I
am taking is Exegesis of Luke. I was recently
given an assignment in which I needed to read
Luke 18:24-30, in Greek, and pick out the participles within those verses. Not only did I need to
tell my professor what the participles were, but
also their function in the sentences, as well as
translate them into English. Piece of cake!
Right?? Well….this assignment was really not
as simple as it might seem. Participles, in their
Greek form, can closely resemble verbs, so it is
important to be able to distinguish them from
other parts of speech. Even though this assignment was tedious, my professor assured my
classmates and me (and even calmed our spirits) by stating that he was going to be graceful
to us in the grading of the assignment in that most of us have only had one or two semesters
of Greek and Greek is not our native language. Furthermore, he recalled how patient his
professors were with him as he was learning Greek. “As long as I see sufficient effort was
applied to this assignment,” the professor said, “I will extend grace during the grading process.” The professor held true to his word and was very graceful in his grading, for which I
am most grateful.
The professor was quite generous in his extension of grace to us regarding this assignment. Certainly, the professor had the option to give the grades he felt we deserved based
on the work we submitted, and he would have been within his rights as the professor in doing so. However, he did not give us what our knowledge of Greek depicted that we deserved; he instead gave us grace because he could see the amount of effort we placed into
that assignment.
This causes me to think about the grace we have received from God. Does God give us
what we deserve? I pray not! There is nothing we could do that would ever be “good
enough” to deserve God’s grace. And yet, God has given grace to each and every one of us.
What a splendid blessing and gift. Therefore, we have God’s grace. What are we to do with
it?
In second Corinthians, Paul is encouraging the church at Corinth to give generously, according to their means. Paul was not speaking only of material possessions, but also of
grace. In verse seven, Paul states, “But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of
grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7). Just as we ourselves have so generously received the gift of God’s
grace, or even grace from others, we should excel in generously giving grace to others. Is
this not a wonderful and beautiful way to live? I certainly think so!
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Continued on pg. 5

Missions
Circle meetings
th
 Grace Circle, Thursday, April 5 , 10:00 a.m., in Rm. 109
th
 Friendship Circle, Thursday, April 19 , 5:15 p.m. at Pizza Hut. All are welcome to
join us for a short program, a meal, and fun time together.
th
 Love Circle, Thursday, April 19 , 11:30 a.m., at Sunnybrook. Please call Joyce
Dennison, 385-4723, to let her know you are going or need a ride. Lunch is $6.


Patience Circle, Saturday, April 21st, 9:00 a.m. in Rm. 111

SOUTHEAST IOWA DISTRICT UMW “DAY APART”
Where: Washington United Methodist Church, 206 West 2nd. St., Washington, IA
When: Saturday, April 21, 2018
Time: Coffee and rolls 9:00 am, Gathering/Music 9:30 am.
Speakers: Marsha Gerot “Living as a Covenant Community”
Linda Stansky “Jubilee Project”
Lunch: $8.00 with reservation by April 16th
Call or e-mail Shirley Pfeifer, 319-653-5283 or sapfeifer@iowatelecom.net
HELP WANTED FOR RUMMAGE SALE!
Individuals are needed to organize this annual fall event. This experience provides joy in
working with others for the church and in community outreach. This is a short term commitment. Records are available from past rummage sales.
Contact the church office or jean Reschly 319-931-9749 with questions.

The Mission Ministry Team, at their February meeting, voted to
have the Easter Offering go towards the support of our
Missionaries, Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman, who are working in African hospitals. Please be generous.

Prayer and Holy Communion will be on

Thursday, April 5th, from noon to 1:00 p.m. Join us
and retreat to a quiet place to lift up your prayers and
concerns to God. There will be scriptures and prayers
that you can read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or
Luann will serve you.

You are invited to join the Becomers class in this new
study beginning April 8 @ 9 am in Rm 210

Whether we know it or not, we are living with a playlist. Caused by
schedule overload and multiple distractions, the playlist sounds like
this: You have to do everything. You have to say "yes" to everything.
You are supposed to be in all places at all times.
Jesus gives us a different playlist. It says: You are supposed to do two
things: love God and love your neighbor. Saying no is often the best
yes. You can only be one place at a time. This book addresses the
anxiety, distraction addiction, and schedule overload that result from
listening to the world's playlist and gives us permission to hear and
live by Jesus' words.

Continued from pg. 4

I pray that you feel God’s grace in your life today, and I pray that you will give grace just as
generously as you have received it. Grace is a beautiful gift, which can do so much in a person’s life—no matter if that person is a seminary student, trying to discern Greek participles, or a person who just needs to know that he or she is loved and appreciated. Praise
God for grace!
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Luann

Bishop Laurie Haller will present a time of learning and holy conversation on the

work of our Council of Bishops and the Commission on our Way Forward regarding the
deliberations concerning full inclusion of LGBTQ. This event will take place on Saturday,
April 7th from 2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at St. Mark’s UMC in Iowa City. Laity are welcome and
encouraged to attend.
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March 25th, 2018 – 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday
Worship Service
Sunday – Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
Monday – Jesus Clears the Temple
Tuesday – Jesus on the Mount of Olives and his
teaching about the withered fig tree
Wednesday – Silent Wednesday The Scriptures do
not reveal what Jesus did on this day during Holy
Week.
March 29th, 2018 – 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday
Worship Service at the First Presbyterian
Church featuring the Sacrament of Holy Communion
Thursday – Celebration of the Passover and Institution of the Lord’s Supper
th

March 30 , 2018 – 12:00 noon – The Way of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Cantata and Worship Service – “At His Name” – Composer and Arranger Joel Raney
Friday – Jesus’ Trial, Crucifixion, Death and Burial
Saturday – Jesus in the tomb guarded by Roman soldiers
st

April 1 , 2018 – Easter Resurrection Sunday
7:00 a.m. Resurrection Service – Greeting the Dawning of a New Day
8:00 a.m. Gathering at table to break our fast (Continental breakfast)
9:00 a.m. Sunday School and Christian Education Classes for all ages
10:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship Service with the Sacrament of Holy Communion

First Floor Restrooms
We are getting close to the end.
The contractors have said that they should be
ready to use on Easter.
The new drink counter will not be done as the
counter top will not be in until late next week.

ARUKAH Hebrew for Healing and Restoration
A Gathering for Restoration and Growth
Facilitated by Anita Hampton and Pastor Deb

Saturday, May 19 11:30-1:30 p.m.
FUMC Upper Fireside Room
Please Register by May 11 using form below
A light lunch will be served
There will be an opportunity for giving of gifts,
monetary or otherwise

BRING A FRIEND FOR A WONDERFUL TIME OF
CREATION AND RENEWAL
Name ____________________________________ Phone ____________________
Email _________________________________________________________________

April

April 1: John 20:1-18, Psalm 118:21-29
April 8: John 20:19-31, Psalm 145:13-21
April 15: Acts 9:1-19, Matthew 6:24
April 22: Acts 16:16-34, Luke 6:18-19, 22-23
April 29: Acts 17:16-31, John 1:16-18
9

Please list any dietary restrictions _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Please return slip to the church office by May 11. Thanks
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1st - Sunday
7:00 a.m. - Worship
8:00 a.m. - Breakfast
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
2nd - Monday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rm. 9-11
3rd - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
5:00 p.m. - Member/Guest Ministry Rm. 9-11
5:00 p.m. - Outreach Ministry Rm. 15
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
4th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
5th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
6th - Friday
7th - Saturday
2:00 p.m. - Bishop Laurie @ St. Mark’s UMC
Iowa City for Commission on the Way Forward
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
8th - Sunday

7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts

NOISY OFFERING for Change a Child’s Story

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
9th - Monday
5:30 p.m. – Cub Scouts
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10th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 109
11th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
12th - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Henry County Ministerial
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
13th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
14th - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Bishop Laurie @ Aldersgate
UMC in Urbandale for Laity Day all are invited
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
15th - Sunday
Native American Offering
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
16th - Monday
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
17th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Christian Education Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
18th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.

5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
19th - Thursday Messenger Deadline
9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 9-11
11:30 a.m. - Love Cir. Sunnybrook
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Cir.
6:00 p.m. - Special Needs Dinner & Dance
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 109
20th - Friday
21st - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
22nd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
23rd - Monday
5:30 –7:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
24th - Tuesday

2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
25th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
26th - Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11

27th - Friday
7:00 p.m. - CEF F. Hall
28th - Saturday
9:30 p.m. - Southeast District Conf. &
Learning F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
29th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
30th - Monday
5:30 –7:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
Received
Disbursements:

BUDGET NEWS
February 2018 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 4,100.45
Income:
Pledges/Giving
29,103.59
Other Income
25.50
ACH for Mission
799.34
Total Income
$ 29,928.43
Expenses:
(28,601.80)
Liability Difference
(817.06)
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$
$

Funds Available:

$ (4,646.16)

$ 14,744.97
1,754.89
(3,700.80)
$ 12,729.06

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

$ 4,610.02
7,138.68
2,117.50
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March 3, 5:30 p.m.
March 4, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

33
109
142

March 10, 5:30 p.m.
March 11, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

32
131
163

March 17, 5:30 p.m.
March 18, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

33
117
150

March 24, 5:30 p.m.
March 25, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

21
151
172

