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The MESSENGER
Information for the October
Messenger is due September 21st
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Joan Rodgers, Director of Lay Ministries

lay.director@fumcmtp.org

Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Chuck Ring, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Change a Child’s Story

Dear Sages of the Age,
Continuing to capitalize on the wisdom of Wes Seeliger, author and illustrator of a
book entitled, One Inch from the Fence. Seeliger’s book is a series of brief stories about
living our lives in free and responsible commitment to be God’s person. Reading this book
has inspired me to share some of them with you, add a few of my own and encourage you to
live courageously sustained by an armor of faith in what is, often, a difficult and challenging world.
There were times when I first began in ministry that doubted my call. I wondered if
I had misinterpreted the signs and entered into ministry contrary to God’s plan. I would
calm myself that I had a back-up plan. I could return to the laboratory. I still had skills,
knowledge and training. I had contacts and investigators who I could call for a position and
I know that they would have hired me. Fast forward, five, ten, fifteen – twenty-five years
and the skills, knowledge and training are generations behind current scientific investigation. I cannot even be certain that my contacts are still alive.
I harshly realized that, with time, knowledge and even experience let me down.
Knowledge always does. The amount of data, facts and figures, and the breadth and depth
of investigation causes information/knowledge to increase exponentially. You simply can’t
keep up with it; but, wisdom . . . wisdom is entirely different. Wisdom is a word that cannot
be boxed in – limited. Again from Wes Seeliger, wisdom is vision – insight into someone’s
heart. Wisdom is courage to live into your vision and willingness to suffer if your vision
requires suffering (and, by the way, visions usually do). Wisdom demands some grounding
knowledge and a reference point. Wisdom has a deft hand and a creative touch. Wisdom is
timing – the right thought and the right time. Wisdom puts vision, courage, grounding
knowledge, creativity and timing together. “Wisdom is being a great human being in the
specific situations of life.” From the text of Proverbs 2.
My child, if you accept my words and treasure up my commandments within you, 2
making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; 3 if you indeed cry out for insight, and raise your voice for understanding; 4 if you seek it like silver,
and search for it as for hidden treasures— 5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord
and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding; 7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to
those who walk blamelessly, 8 guarding the paths of justice and preserving the way of his
faithful ones. 9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good
path; 10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;
11
prudence will watch over you; and understanding will guard you.
Come on, those who are wonderful and wise, take the raw materials of your experience and your education and add a touch of your unique personality, add a whole bunch of
prayer and be wise.
Pastor Deb Stowers
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Number of books given: 777
Hours of reading: 777.75
We will be continuing our program in full force this fall. If you are interested in being a part
of “Change A Child’s Story” this school year talk to Joan so we can have you ready to
“Make a Difference”.
Peggy Iles reading experience: My students seemed to enjoy the one-on-one reading and
listening to them. It is also important to do whatever the teachers wants you to work on that
day with each student. The readers especially liked to picking out their own books and getting to take them home.

There is still time to volunteer for Old Threshers Reunion.
Many opportunities. Some are air conditioned, like the
church kitchen. Some you can even do at home (baking
coffee cakes and cakes for the morning rush.) Call the
church office to sign up.
We can accept homegrown tomatoes and cucumbers.
One new item we will be selling is a side salad. For
this we can use cherry tomatoes. So if you have many
of the little ones send them over, we can use them all.

Chancel Choir-People who Sing Pray Twice
As summer winds down and autumn looms on the horizon,
schools and churches begin to buzz with activity. One of the
most fun activities is the Chancel Choir at FUMC. Mark Kimzey,
director, encourages anyone who would like to make that “joyful
noise” to come to the first rehearsal. That rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 7,
2016 in the choir loft in the Sanctuary. The only audition is to show that you have a
love of music. Singing in the Chancel Choir offers the benefit of wearing a robe, so you
don’t have to decide what to wear to church – anything will do! We hope to see you on
that Wednesday.
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Church Conference will be held, Sunday, September 18th at

Trenton UMC, 502 5th St, Trenton. All UM churchs in Henry County are to be present. This annual meeting led by our Superintendent
Lilian Gallo-Seagren and Phil Carver will receive reports, set salaries,
approve the budget, and get ministry goals for 2017 and beyond.
All officers are to be present and ready to vote.

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., September 15th through November 10th
Please call the church office (385-1740) to sign up or for more information call Kathy
Nellor (319-931-3451).

“A Life Changing Event.” That is what Maddy Murphy/Hobbs said in Facebook post-

ing the evening she and Jeremy graduated from First United Methodist Church’s 2015 Financial Peace University class. They have now moved from financially troubled to being
able to purchase their first home together 10 months later. Maddy and Jeremy aren’t the only ones to reap the benefits from Financial Peace University. Here are quotes from others
who have put Dave Ramsey’s biblically based financial principles to work for them after
attending one of Mount Pleasant’s recent Financial Peace University classes:
“We just bought a new (to us) car and for the first time in 43 years paid cash! My husband asked me how I got so smart? I said, Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University!”
“Five years ago, we were so far in debt I didn’t know what we were going to do. Now
we have only our home and student loans, have saved money to pay cash for home
improvements and a graduate class and we are tithing.”
“I’m now at ease with my upcoming retirement and feel we have the tools to make it a
comfortable time in our lives.”
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University is a biblically based financial management class
bringing these benefits to graduates through the implementation of 7 Baby Steps. A class
will be offered again beginning Thursday, September 15th. To register or ask questions,
please contact the church office, 319-385-1740.
This is another way that First United Methodist Church is reaching out and changing
someone’s life today.
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Remember the Sunday worship service begins at
10:00 a.m. We suspect that the change of time
will help some of our members who have difficulty getting started and ready in the morning as
well as those looking for a later time to worship
plus we believe more children will be in worship.

Sunday school has begun! This fall the children of
First United Methodist Church are being taken on an exciting
journey as we set out on a weekly exploration of the Bible
through the Deep Blue Adventure series. This program incorporates Bible stories, activities, arts and crafts, and animated storytelling into a faith experience that will help children to become followers of Christ. Please be in prayer for
the children and the teachers as we begin this Sunday school
program at 9:00 a.m..
2

Card Ministry

Up to date as of July 25, 2016

Make a difference . Join us for
Card Ministry September 9th at
10 am.
Enjoy fellowship as we reach out
by mail to those in our care .

Please Pray For Healing and Support:















Maisie Green
Nick McTee
Betty Parker
Marilyn Tolander
Violet Stafford
Earl Cory - Brother-in-law of John Rode
Rosie Rogers
Sharri Fillinger - Niece of Joy Gillard
Prayers for the six days of Old Threshers: 75ºF days, gentle breezes, and 0.2 inch of
rain Friday night to keep down the dust.
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman in the South Sudan
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Congratulations to:

Chris and Whitney Amburn on the birth of a daughter, Trinity
Lyn on August 15th. She is welcomed home by a brother, Zander and Great Grandmother,
Phyllis Conner.

To the Gary Oldt family on the death of his sister, Janet
Butterfield on, Monday, August 8th.

The well we funded in Nigeria has been assigned. The village is called Bakere and is
somewhat close to the Kainji Lake National Park. The arrow points to the approximate location of the village whose people we have helped to have clear, safe water.
To the west is the country of Benin and to the east is the country of Cameroon and to the
south the Gulf of Guinea, a part of the South Atlantic Ocean.

Jerry & Sharon Davis and family, Mark & Susie Stalder and family on the death of Jerry’s
sister and Susie’s aunt, Dorothy Graber on, Monday, August 8th.
3
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MISSION MOMENTS
The Ministry Team has been very busy this summer. We have completed 120 layette kits
and are assembling school kits. We are in need of more supplies to fill the approximate 250
school bags being sewn.
After reviewing our current budget, we would like to ask our congregation to consider giving a little extra to Mission Ministry Team to help achieve the goals set for this year. There
are many needs and we are blessed.

Are you overwhelmed right now? I am. I feel like I can not keep up and even worse I
get forgetful--ok, "more forgetful" when I have lots of projects going on. But, there is good
in all things and the good is all the wonderful things that are happening in life.
Here at church, we have started an exciting new Sunday School year, Change A Child's
Story is gearing up for reading at school this fall, the first Congregational Care Ministry
(CCM) training is completed and the ministry is moving forward which will expand our
care of those in their homes, nursing home residents, and follow-up after illness; all that
followed by expanding CCM to those who miss church, members absent for a long time
and more!
But how do I catch up right now? There is a Chinese proverb, "A journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single step." So I need to take a small step and then another and another. Know my first step? Say a prayer.
Please join me in prayer, steps forward, and the joy of good things happening.

HELP NEEDED SEWING SCHOOL BAGS!! If
you can operate a sewing machine and have a heart to
serve, we have many pre-cut bags along with sewing directions for volunteers. We've picked up several
bolts of fun, colorful fabrics to add to the more common choices. Please join us by calling Madonna
Worden at 385-3299 or the church office.

Be God’s
Joan Rodgers
Director of Lay Ministries
Laity
Growing Spiritually
Ministering to others

Progress in the building:
September 11th has been designated
as Compassion Sunday. Our Lay
Leader, Kristina Roth, will be
preaching that Sunday, telling us
about her involvement in sponsoring
a child through this program.
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A new lattice facade on the chapel wall has been placed and stained to support the
stones.



New furniture in Pastor Deb’s office. She has moved up to the corner office and it
is so functional and elegant. Check it out.



New thermostat to regulate the A.C. temperature in the sanctuary
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What a flurry of activity this past month has been here
at First United Methodist Church! We have been working on several projects through our ministry teams, preparing for Sunday school, preparing for charge conference, and in the midst of all of this, getting ready for
Old Threshers. These are exciting times for us, but
along with that excitement has come a lot of work, dedication, and commitment from our members who give
so much of themselves for ministry.

Savannah Rice
Darrel Ridenour
Gabrielle Wilson

1
Brian Carter
Ouida Naylor
Terra Newman
Gary Oldt
2
Lauren Turbett
Jennifer Clark
Bill Paine
Jose Thomas
3
Hayden Keefer
Karla Lance
Kurt Palar
Kathy Young
4
Sydney Doak
Emmily Haffarnan
Wayne King
Ray Stigge
Kathryn Warner
Harriet Waters
5
Tim Carson
Betty Fuller
6
Ellen Campbell
Zachary Parker
Helen Rogers
Jeffrey Ruschill
7

8
Gordon Hackett
Emerson Syfert
Peyton Syfert

16
Catherine Bappe
17
Deanna Petersen

9
Harrison Enearl
Justin Gesling

18
Wanda Curtis
Jay Hackett
Paula Kinney

10
Greg Kinney
Deanna Swan
Chase Wilson

19
Kasi Howard

11
Emily Baccam
Kallie Yoder
Kelby Yoder

20
Eva Ford
Blake White
Breana White
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21
Richard Cornick
Ashlee Harvey

13
Susan Eaves
Dallas Miller
Cooper Pullis
Ann Riley
Joyce Voss
Janet Williamson

22
Mila Howard
23
Cole Burns
Nelly Latta
Joe Miller
Jody Olson
Dianne Roth
Molli Wilson

14
Blair Buffington
Donna Smith
15
David Beal
Natalie Burgus
Jacob Lowe
Betty Slagell
Emma Wilkins

24
Lee Benjamin
Matthew Christner
Steve Dovenspike
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25
Rebecca Beavers
Randy Keith
Phyllis Klopfenstein
Karley Ruschill
26
Robert Patterson
27
Martha Allen
Jody Brown
Lacy Lance
28
Dave Adams
Loraine Baccam
Dixie Crane
Ashley Eaves
Marianne Williams
29
Mike Fitzpatrick
Paul Gugeler
Kaiden Hughell
Cynthia Marzolf
Leah Roberson
Mike Tometich
Merlyn Williams
30
Doris Aicher
Jean Brombaugh
Ashley Elmore
Kendra Klein

When I first came to First United Methodist Church, one of the things that stood out to me the
most was just how much this body of believers is dedicated to service for God. I see people
coming together to work on and plan for events. I hear people talking about the wonderful
ministries we currently have and even dreaming about what those ministries could be in the
future. I see people seeking out additional ways in which they can serve. It is truly a remarkable and beautiful thing to witness.
As I have witnessed these great acts of service, my heart is drawn to Hebrews 12 which
speaks about being surrounded by “such a great cloud of witnesses.” As I look at the people
of First United Methodist Church, I see a great cloud of witnesses who are not only serving
God today within our church, our community, and our world, but who are also paving the
way for others who will also one-day serve. What a legacy we have had, do have, and will
continue to have here.
If there is an area where you feel led to serve or if you have an idea for a ministry that you
feel led to begin, I invite you to please speak with Pastor Deb, Joan, or me. I would be honored to work with you as you seek ways in which you can serve God. May God bless you as
you continue to faithfully serve God in all that you do.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Luann Benge
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Love Circle - September 15th at 1:30 p.m. in F. Hall
Friendship Circle - Hosting the General UMW meeting at 5:15 p.m. See note below.
Grace Circle - September 8th at 10:30 a.m. in Rm. 109
Patience Circle - September 17th at 9:00 a.m. in Rm. 111

FYI: UMW is making plans for the fall rummage sale. In addition to gently used items
and bake sale items, we are expanding this year. We would like to have a craft table for
your handmade items (such as woodworking projects, needlework, etc.) and a table for
collectibles. Please keep us in mind when you do find an item that you no longer need.

September Bible Verse: Joshua 24:15 “Choose today whom you will serve….but as for
me and my family we will serve the Lord.”
If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women, or join a circle, call the
church office at 385-1740

The Friendship Circle of United Methodist Women
wishes to invite all Circle members, all friends of
U.M.W. and guests (yes, men, too) to a basket dinner
and program, Thursday, September 8th at 5:15 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. The program will be “Building
Churches in Haiti” by Joan Miller Padley (Wanda Millers’ daughter). Please bring a dish to share and service. Drinks will be provided.

We would like to thank our Church family for all your expressions of sympathy on Janet's passing.
We greatly appreciated the cards, flowers, food that was brought to the house, reassuring words,
thoughts and prayers. Thank you Pastor Deb and Luann for a comforting and uplifting service at the
funeral and burial. Our family and friends greatly enjoyed the luncheon served afterwards thanks to
Jean and the UMW.
Gary and Nicky Oldt, Shelley, Chad, Samantha and Sydney Doak, Justin Oldt
The Cedar Rapids Emmaus team and local Pleasant Hearts Reunion Group wish to thank the FUMC
Mt. Pleasant for the use of the church for the July walks. The size and beauty of the church are remarkable. Thank you for opening the doors to the pilgrims and servants.
We would like to thank our church family for the cards, prayers, calls and hugs since the passing of
Jerry’s sister Dorothy. We have many wonderful memories from the long life she lived. Thanks to
all.
Jerry & Sharon Davis
Thank you very much for the use of your church bus. It really was helpful in transporting our kids
to Kremer’s farm for Vacation Bible School on July 11-15. We appreciate your kindness and help in
making our 2016 VBS a success!
Patty Madden & Pat Heusmann
First Presbyterian Church
Thank you for helping me accomplish my dreams. It almost doesn’t seem real that I will be graduating this spring. Time sure has flown by. Looking back I know that there was no way I could have
gotten this far alone. Your help over the past years has allowed me to pursue dreams and reach
heights that I never thought possible. Thank you, so much, for the continuous support.
Linzie Hood
Thanks so much for the Old Threshers’ Famous Methodist Meatloaf Dinner. Everyone enjoyed it.
There were lots of compliments!
Esther Wonderlich
Iowa Methodist Conference Archivist
Thank you so much for your generosity in providing space for Acappella to practice every Tuesday
PM. Your welcoming spirits fill our hearts (voices!) with joy!
All the women of Acappella
Thank you church for the money to help send us to camp. It was really fun. We did a Bible study
every morning and got to meet friends and got to go in a cave! My favorite was going to Camp
Courageous and swimming.
Wyatt Miller

Please join us for Holy Communion on September 1st from noon to
1:00 p.m. This is a time to retreat to a quiet place and lift up your prayers and concerns to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you
can read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will serve you
communion.
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Thank you for the money to help send us to camp. We had Bible study every night. We got to go
canoeing. My favorite part was zip-lining. We also got to Camp Courageous to go swimming that
was fun. I can’t wait to go back next year.
Weston Miller
Thank you very much for selecting me to receive the First United Methodist Scholarship. I greatly
appreciate this opportunity to use this at Kirkwood Community College.
Marcus Moothart
6

September
1st - Thursday
12:00 p.m. - Prayer and Communion
2nd - Friday
3rd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
4th - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
5th - Monday OFFICE CLOSED
6th - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
2:00 a.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - SPPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7th - Wednesday
5:00 p.m. - Old Threshers Tear Down
6:30 p.m. - Choir
8th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
10:30 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
4:45 p.m. - UMW Exc. Rm. 109
5:15 p.m. - UMW Unit Meeting F. Hall
9th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry
2:00 p.m. - Kid Adventures Club
10th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
11th - Sunday (Noisy Offering)
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
12th - Monday
5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11

13th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
14th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
15th- Thursday
9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Dave Ramsey Class F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 111
16th - Friday
17th - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle Rm 111
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
18th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. - Charge Conference
19th - Monday
3:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Sub Team
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
20th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
21st - Wednesday

MESSENGER DEADLINE
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22nd - Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Dave Ramsey F. Hall
23rd - Friday
6:30 a.m. - Football Breakfast F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Girls Scout Lock in
24th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
25th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
26th - Monday

27th - Tuesday
3:00 p.m. - Staff leave for COR
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
28th - Wednesday
Staff at COR
29th - Thursday
Staff at COR
6:30 p.m. - Dave Ramsey F. Hall
30th - Friday
Staff returning from COR

BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

July 30, 5:30 p.m.
July 31, 9:00 a.m.
Total:

36
105
141

Aug. 6, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 7, 9:00 a.m.
Total:

40
132
172

Aug. 13, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 14, 9:00 a.m.
Total:

36
98
134

Aug. 20, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 21 10:00 a.m.
Total:

45
145
190
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July 2016
Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
7,178.37
Income:
Pledges/Giving
30,024.62
Other Income
233.35
ACH for Mission
680.00
Total Income
$
30,937.97
Expenses:
(29,668.02)
Liability Difference
(3,040.90)
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Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

5,407.42

$
$

(2,409.25)
(467.01)

Funds Available:

$

2,531.16

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

4,032.00
3,590.50
(3,473.72)

$

4,178.78

