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The MESSENGER
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Linda Enearl, Office Assistant
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I suppose that January 1st of each year or
one’s birthday are logical dates to mark as renewed beginnings, fresh starts, and new opportunities; however, I feel that same way about each new
month. I have a wooden perpetual calendar from
which I derive a fair amount of satisfaction as I
rearrange the numbered tiles to create the new
month. I am filled with hope and a sense of potential as I view the new month. Some of the tiles are
painted with holiday scenes and placing the tile
representing an upcoming holiday seems to help
me order my life and begin to gear up for a celebration or an observance.
Of course, this month is the national celebration of Labor Day (or, here, more
accurately, Old Threshers Reunion) for which the entire town and the city’s surroundings gear up. Patriot Day is on September 11th and each of us has an opportunity to reflect on the vulnerability of life, on the stupidity of violence, on the costly
waste of hatred and upon the daily sacrifice of public officials who work tirelessly
for our protection and safety. September 19th is “Talk like a Pirate Day” and I encourage you to join me in practicing (ARRR, walk the plank, shiver me timbers,
hornswoggle, and YO HO HO) so that we will be ready. September 21st is the date
of my husband’s birth. So many reasons to mark time!
The psalmist who wrote 90:12 advises us, “So teach us to count our days that we
may gain a wise heart.” I believe those who have a “wise heart” are filled with gratitude and appreciation for all the days that they have lived. A “wise heart” is found in
people who have an understanding of the past and have learned from their errors but
who are not trapped by past mistakes. People have “wise hearts” if they are willing
to admit that the world is broken and people are needy; but, neither are hopeless if
the people are willing to work diligently for change and to join with like-minded others. “Wise hearted” people are people who refrain from judging others and forgive
others as much as is humanly possible. Those who have “wise hearts” realize that
each day is a new beginning.
I invite all to observe the beginning of September and with a new mindset allow a new focus to be revealed. Make new starts that are based upon fresh and improved intentions. And, be ready to gain new results.
Pastor Deb

CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY
It’s time to gear up for fall student reading! Please
contact Karla Lance via mail: karla_k69@hotmail.com
to sign up again to read in the Mount Pleasant Community Schools. She will be working on the fall schedule
in the near future. If you have never volunteered to
read before, this is your opportunity to join this ministry and change a child’s life. For
those who do not use email you can reach Karla at 385-9987.
The T-shirts that you ordered are in. Inquire at the church office for pick up.
WE CAN ALWAYS USE DONATIONS TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF BOOKS.

We have given children 1,847 books since the beginning of this ministry and we want to
keep the ball rolling.
BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

July 2017—Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
4,036.45
Income:
Pledges/Giving
33,761.60
Other Income
77.06
ACH for Mission
703.34
Total Income
$
34,542.00
Expenses:
(32,661.26)
Liability Difference
446.60
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

6,363.79

$
$

(1,220.13)
(2,765.66)

Funds Available:

$

2,378.00

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

2,825.94
2,565.42
(2,409.00

$

2,982.36

41
115
156

Aug. 12, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 13, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

33
130
163

Aug. 19, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 20, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

25
101
136

Aug. 26, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 27, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

14
1

Aug. 5, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 6, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

Please note the change of day for Prayer and

Holy Communion. It will be on Thursday, September 14th, from noon to 1:00 p.m. This is a time to retreat to a quiet place and lift up your prayers and concerns to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that
you can read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or
Luann will serve you.
Pastor Deb and the Members of the
Nominations Ministry Team will take up
their work after Old Threshers Reunion
has wound down.
Last year, for a number of reasons, Pastor
Deb and members of nominations lagged
and ministry teams did not have the
complement of people that they needed
to be successful.
This year, we are praying for a far different outcome. When we call – or, even
before we call, call us – share something
that excites you, something you really care about, and/or something that you
would feel grief concerning if it didn’t happen. The vision of the United Methodist Church is grand enough. The mission of First United Methodist Church is
noble enough. The work of Christ in the world is important enough. Allow these
to pull you into active ministry here and now.

Upcoming Scripture Readings for Worship Services
September 10th: Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a

You are invited to a Celebration and
Commissioning of the
newly refurbished
Elevator at the
First United Methodist Church
309 N. Main St.
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641
Sunday, September 17th, 2017
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Classes
For all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship
Potluck to follow Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall below.
Ride the new elevator down and up and down, etc.

NEW OFFICE DAYS FOR PASTOR LUANN! Effective the week of August
28th, Pastor Luann’s office days will be Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Be
sure to connect with her if you happen to be in the office on these days!

The members of the church staff - Pastor Deb, Pastor Luann, Jean Evans and
Linda Enearl - will travel to the Church of the Resurrection Leadership
Institute Tuesday, September 26th to Friday, September 29th. Pastoral care
needs may be forwarded to Pastor Deb’s phone through the church’s phone
system.

September 17th: Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14
September 24th: Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17
13
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Please Pray For Healing and Support















Up to date as of August 28, 2017

Roger Graber
Arica Moreno - daughter of Christine Stauffer
Esther Anderson
Mary Rich - mother of Joan Rodgers
Rosie Rogers
Pauline Spraker
Helen Snodgrass
Doyle Dunn
Wayne Fuller
Jerry Bradley
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Donna Smith on the death of her sister, Joan Mathers on
Saturday, August 19th.
Toby and Fran Jacks on the death of her father, John
McDunn

We will be getting cards ready to send out at 10:00 a.m. on
Friday, September 8th, in room 109. Please join us to address cards for our shut-ins, those who could use a spiritual
lift, or those having a birthday. We also send many “Thank
You” cards to those who so generously give of their time and
talents. If you know someone who could use a thank you or a cheery note please let the
church office know, 385-1740. If you have cards that you will not be using, they will be
welcomed and used here.
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On Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m., starting on Wednesday, September 13th, Eva Seibert will facilitate a group study and discussion on
Half Truths, author Rev. Adam Hamilton. The group will meet in
Room 9 across from the church office.
Join Adam Hamilton in this 9-week Bible study to search for the
whole truth by comparing common Christian clichés with the wisdom
found in Scripture.

Due to many conflicts on Sunday mornings, Pastor
Luann and Pastor Deb will offer an additional
weekly session of the Confirmation curriculum on
Wednesday evenings at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. The
Wednesday evening session is offered in addition
to the Sunday morning classes at 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. During each week, two sessions of the
same material will be offered. Attendance at one or the other class session is required.
Confirmation of this year’s eighth graders will occur on Sunday, September 17th at the
10:00 a.m. worship service. Those who are to be confirmed this year must schedule an appointment to speak with Pastor Deb. This interview about church membership, expectations, and questions will last between 30 and 45 minutes. Additional details about the worship service on September 17th will be communicated by letter.

There is still time to sign up for Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University. Cost is $100 with scholarships available.
Child care will be provided. Call the church office 319-3851740 or contact Kathy Nellor at 319-931-3451 or the church
office at 319-385-1740 for details or to sign up for the classes
which run 9 Mondays, September 11th through November
6th, at FUMC
This class really helped my husband and I get on the same page with our spending and
goals, which in itself would be worth it. Before the class, we weren’t living paycheck to
paycheck but did find ourselves taking loans out to pay for small things. Since the
class, in a matter of a few years, we’ve more than doubled our net worth and went
from the bottom 40th percent net worth for our age and are now in the upper 20th
percent for our age!!
Anonymous 2013 Graduate of FPU
12

3
Hayden Keefer
Karla Lance
Kurt Palar
Kathy Young

22
Mila Howard

10
Greg Kinney
Deanna Swan
Chase Wilson

23
Cole Burns
Nelly Latta
Joe Miller
Jody Olson
Dianna Roth
Molli Wilson

11
Emily Baccam
12

5
Tim Carson
Betty Fuller

14
Blair Buffington
Donna Smith

6
Ellen Campbell
Zachary Parker
Helen Rogers
Jeff Ruschill

15
David Beal
Natlie Burgus
Jacob Lowe
Betty Slagell

7

16
Catherine Bappe

8
Gordon Hackett

21
Richard Cornick

9
Harrison Enearl
Justin Gesling

13
Susan Eaves
Dallas Miller
Cooper Pullis
Ann Riley
Joyce Voss
Janet Williamson

29
Mike Fitzpatrick
Paul Gugeler
Kaiden Hughell
Cynthia Marzolf
Leah Roberson
Mike Tometich
Merlyn Williams

20
Abel Alexander
Eva Ford
Blake White
Breana White

Emerson Syfert
Peyton Syfert

4
Sydney Doak
Emmily Haffarnan
Wayne King
Ray Stigge
Harriet Waters

19
Kasi Howard

30
Doris Aicher
Jean Brombaugh
Ashley Elmore
Kendra Klein

24
Matthew Christner
Steve Dovenspike
Savannah Rice
Darrel Ridenour
Gabrielle Wilson
25
Rebecca Beavers
Randy Keith
Phyllis Klopfenstein
Karley Ruschill
26
Bob Patterson
27
Martha Allen
Lucy Lance
28
Dave Adams
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Jennifer Clark
Lauren Menke-Turbet
William Paine
Josie Thomas

Loraine Baccam
Dixie Crane
Ashley Eaves
Marianne Williams
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1
Brian Carter
Ouida Naylor
Gary Oldt

18
Wanda Curtis
Jay Hackett
Paula Kinney

From the desk of Pastor Luann…
One of the most beloved and favored Bible verses of the modern age has to be Jeremiah 29:11. The majority of people can possibly recite this verse from memory without
even needing to see a word of it written on paper, for every letter of it is etched into their
hearts. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” These words, for many, are so
comforting because they are filled with such immense hope. Just knowing that no matter
what today holds, or even tomorrow, our loving Creator, the God who knows us more intimately than we know ourselves, has only good plans for us…plans to prosper us and not to
harm us, plans to give us hope and future. And, these words are filled with just that – hope.
However, as we look around our world today, and even at the situations that may be
occurring in our own lives, it can sometimes seem as though hope is wavering. It’s as if
hope is floating helplessly, as a feather on a puff of wind, and we cannot reach it and have
no idea when, or if ever, it will return. It seems that all around our world, we see places of
unrest. People standing against people. People taking sides against one another, each side
daring to secure their place as the right side. Unrest, protests, harsh words, violence, and
rage. These are words we have become accustomed to in this day and age, and we long for
hope to return.
When I was growing up, I dearly loved the PBS show, “Mr. Rogers Neighborhood.”
Do you remember that show? Oh, what a great show that was! I adored Mr. Rogers, even
though I only knew him as the character he played on his show. A few years ago, I read an
article, which included a snippet of an interview with Mr. Rogers from several years back.
In the interview, he said that when he was young, he would sometimes see scary things in
the news. He recalled talking about this with his mother and asking her what to do should
something scary happen in their community (such as what is happening in parts of our
world today). His mother calmly told him, “Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.”
I can imagine the amount of comfort these words from his mother gave Mr. Rogers.
Along with comfort, I believe these words gave him something more, hope. They gave him
hope in knowing that even in the midst of unrest and uncertainty, helpers would also be present. People who represent peace, love, compassion, caring, comfort, and hope. People who
reflect Christ in their lives. People who want others to know that no matter what, they care
and there is hope. People….like us, the church!
I believe that we, as the church, represent Christ’s love to the world. We are the
body of Christ. We have been “given birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:3). I pray that anytime we feel as though we are in a state of unrest or
that we do not have hope, we will hold close to our hearts the words of Jeremiah 29:11 and
remember who we are and whose we are. And, I pray that as the body of Christ, we can be
the helpers who take His peace and hope into a broken world.
Peace and Blessings, Pastor Luann
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Missions
Mission Ministry Team says “Thank You” for your generous donations for school kits. At
their September meeting they will be putting the kits together to see how many kits we
have and then use your donations to buy more items.
Circle meetings
Grace Circle, Thursday, September 7th, in room 109 at 10:00
Friendship Circle, Thursday, September 14th, at 5:15 p.m.
Patience Circle, Saturday, September 16th, at 9:00 a.m.

Rummage Sale and Bake Sale
Friday, October 27th from 7 am to 5 pm
Lunch served on Friday 11 am to 1 pm

Saturday, October 28th from 8 am to Noon
All items will be 50 cents unless marked,
$2 BAG SALE on Saturday from 11 to 12
Money raised for this goes to many useful projects
around the church and various mission that can benefit
all of us.
Bring good clean items to the stage until October 22nd. Also baked
and homemade items by Friday AM or before will be appreciated.
Also sign up sheets to help with this project will be available soon. If
you would like to help or have any questions please call
Jean Reschly (931-9749) or Sally Kinney (217-1904).

You are invited to a 60th Anniversary Celebration for Wayne and Loree King, on Sunday,
September 3rd. It will be held at Arbor Village
South, 126 W. Stonebrook Dr., Mt. Pleasant,
from 2 - 4 p.m. No gifts please.
5

We will not do Layettes this year. UMCOR is not sending Layettes to Nigeria so it was
decided that we would do Health Kits.
Below is the list of items needed.
1 new hand towel (15”x25” up to 17”x27”)
1 new washcloth
1 bath-sized bar of soap in wrapper (3 oz. or
larger); No Ivory or Jergens
1 large, sturdy comb (not-pocket-sized)
1 new toothbrush in original sealed wrapper
(not child sized)
1 nail file or fingernail clipper (no emery
boards or toenail clippers)
6 band aids (3/4” – 1”)
Lay out hand towel and lay washcloth flat
in center. Place rest of items on top of
washcloth. Fold sides of towel to cover
items. Fold one end of towel so it covers all items. Grasp bundle of items and roll over
rest of towels tightly.
Place rolled bundles in zip-lock bag.

WANTED!! Anyone with a heart to serve interested in sewing back-to-school
bags for the children of Nigeria and other needy countries!! All fabric is pre-cut
and directions are provided along with an example of a completed bag. The machine sewing can be done by a novice (ONLY 3 PIECES PER BAG). You may sew any
number of bags—just a few or many. Materials are available on the table display
in the Upper Fireside room. Completed bags must be returned to UMC by October
9th so they can be filled with supplies before the In-Gathering. Call Madonna
Worden at 385-3299 with any questions or requests. I’d be happy to show you
how to sew the bags, pick up finished bags or bring you material/instructions.
10

Rally Day!
Sunday School starts at 9:00 am
September 10th
Following the 10:00 am
service everyone is invited to
the South Lawn for a Picnic
meal provided by the
Education Ministry Team
We will have a bouncy house,
parachutes will available,
and water games.
See you there!!
We are so excited! Kid Adventures Club will be starting on Wednes-

day, September 13th from 3:30 pm until
5:15 pm. We are looking forward to sharing in some great and fun adventures
with the children in our community. If
you know of any children in the area
from Kindergarten through 5th grade who
would like to join us, please let us know
by calling the church office at 385-1740 or stopping by for a registration form. Also,
please let Pastor Luann know if you would like to help support Kid Adventures Club either
through resources or volunteering. Kid Adventures Club is a wonderful ministry that will
not only bless the lives of the children, but also of all those who participate. Thank you for
considering helping with Kid Adventures Club. This is a wonderful ministry and, working
together, it can be an even greater blessing!
9
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New FUMC Hospitality
Ministry Update

The roll-out continues! Team coleaderships for each calendar month have been
finalized, and dividing all members of the
congregation into hospitality teams has begun. HUGE thanks to
the following co-leaders who so readily agreed to serve:
January - Sue King, Chuck & Linda Albright, John & Karla Lance
February - Alan & Melinda Huisinga, Don & Janice Jones, Justin & Holly Jones
March - Rich & Liz Garrels, Paul & Joyce Dennison, Bruce & Bev Hucker
April - Tom & Marilyn Young, Luis & Chelle Rosell, Karen Hassell
May - Aaron & Pat Coe, Jim & Judy Kinney, Rick & Ann Thomas
June - Jerry & Sharon Davis, Linwood & Judy MIller, Mike & Donna Gardner
July - Ann Mallams, Karl & Lynn Riley, Patty Carson
August - Kathy Nellor, Jim & Judy Miller, Richard & Jane Nyswonger
September - Mike & Lesa Fitzpatrick, Mike & Anita Hampton, Kenneth & Ava Seibert
October - Susie Clark, Denny & Jean Reschly, Jason & Debbie Smith
November - Bob & Pat Bensmiller, Jeff & Nancy McGohan, Wes & Karol Shaffer
December - Sally Kinney, Jerry & Martha Mabeus, Brian & Arin Jones

There is an important meeting of all monthly co-leaders on Wednesday, September 20, 7 p.m., Fellowship Hall, to address process and make possible adjustments,
go over hospitality teams, and answer questions. Co-leaders, please mark your calendars and plan to attend. Should you be unable to make it September 20, please
call Melinda Huisinga 385-4059 or Anita Hampton 385-8796.

Thank you!! Together we will assure the needs of our congregation
continue to be met and will bring us into closer community!!
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13th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Rm. 216
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109
14th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle
15th - Friday
16th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
17th - Confirmation Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
Dedication of the Elevator
18th - Monday
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Dave Ramsey Study
19th - Tuesday
8:00 a.m. - District Ethics Meeting F. hall
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
20th - Wednesday
MESSENGER DEADLINE
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Rm. 216
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109
21st - Thursday
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 111

1st - Friday
2nd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
3rd - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
4th - Monday OFFICE CLOSED
5th - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
2:00 p.m. - Staff
5:00 p.m. - Nurture and Outreach Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
6th - Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - Choir Sanctuary
7th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Love Circle Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts F. Hall
8th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
9th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
10th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School RALLY DAY
10:00 a.m. - Worship
11:30 a.m. - Potluck on South Lawn
11th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Dave Ramsey Study
12th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - TTT F. Hall
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella Sanctuary
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7:00 p.m. - Republicans Rm. 9-11
22nd - Friday
23rd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
24th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
25th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109
26th - Tuesday MAIL THE MESSENGER
3:00 p.m. - Leave for COR

7:00 p.m. - Acapella
27th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - NO CONFIRMATION TODAY
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109
28th - Thursday
29th - Friday
6:00 a.m. - Mt. Pleasant Football Breakfast
30th - Saturday

As our church-member students are preparing to begin academic year 2017-2018 we ask you to please send your school address to the church office so we can mail care packages in December and
April.
Students who turn in their school address to the church office prior to September 30, 2017 will receive an extra $5 Subway gift Card.
We wish all of our church-member students a great academic year! We will
look forward to welcoming you home on weekends!
Higher Education Committee

Thank you so very much for all your prayers and support during our daughter Shari’s illness
and passing. May God Bless all of you in a very special way.
Don and Donna Fillinger
Dear Members of United Methodist Church,
Thank you for the necklace, magnet and card that you sent me for my graduation it means
so much to me! I am sorry that I wasn’t able to receive these nice gifts in person.
Abby Liechty
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