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“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
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Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
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Study Groups
10:00 am Worship
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Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
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Linda Enearl, Office Assistant
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
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FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

SO/But Shift

Dearest Members of God’s Family,

Last month, the Messenger
reported that Pastor Luann, Jean Evans, Linda Enearl and I (Pastor Deb)
were going to the Church of the Resurrection Leadership Institute. You may wish to know what I learned and what value I
gained from participated in the institute.
One workshop I attended was presented by Jim and Jennifer Cowart authors of Start
This Stop That Do the Things that Grow Your Church. The printed introduction to their
talk was, “Churches, like people and organizations, move in cycles. When we get stuck it is
probably time to start doing some new things and stop doing some old things – maybe both.
The skills, programs, and systems that take a church to one level will also keep her there
and prevent forward movement. Many churches are stuck in cycles that worked for past
generations, but are proving effective now.”
Jim and Jennifer blazed a trail for the participants which focused upon leadership.
They championed the necessity of clarifying the task of the church which is found in Matthew 22:36-40 ((NRSV) 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He
said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.”) and 28:18-20 ((NRSV) 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”)
Leadership requires the ability to cast a compelling vision, define the ship and
course, live the vision out personally and overcome obstacles. The tool for overcoming obstacles is the so/but shift. The Cowart’s presented and I agree that very vision – very
dream – includes an element of risk and others will push back against the risk using “but”
statements. But, it has never been done that way. But, we don’t have the money necessary.
But, we’ll never get the people to come. But, but, but . . . a litany of problems. The counter
to every single “but” – each and every problem – is a resounding, “SO.” “So” statements
are the yet untried possibilities. “So” statements are formed in trusting God to see a divine
vision and dream to its realization. “So” statements are the ways/the solution where/by every “but” will be overcome and rendered trivial.
I’ll do a bit of casting. Dream that the First United Methodist Church of Mount
Pleasant is stuck no more. Envision that the church is known for its ministry to children –
Christian Education Ministries, Change a Child’s Story and Kid Adventures Club. Imagine
that the church is celebrated for its mission work in the community and the world and is
known, actually, and sought out, for its vibrant and life transforming ministry and preaching.
Continued on pg. 2
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BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

September 2017—Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
6,160.76
Income:
Pledges/Giving
24,966.78
Other Income
77.60
ACH for Mission
698.33
Total Income
$
25,742.71
Expenses:
(25,969.50)
Liability Difference
438.81
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

6,372.78

$
$

(8,057.36)
(3,333.62)

Funds Available:

$

(5,018.20)

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

3,737.31
2,214.65
(2,554.34

$

3,397.62

Oct. 1, 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 4, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

32
127
159

Oct. 7, 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 10, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

29
140
169

Oct. 14, 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 15, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

25
133
158

Oct. 21, 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 22, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

36
142
178

It’s finally finished!
The elevator renovation is finally completed!
Please have confidence and return for worship and other
church activities!
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Continued from pg. 1

We are back to the normal schedule for

Prayer and Holy Communion. It will be on Thursday, November 2nd, from noon to 1:00 p.m. This is a time to retreat to a quiet place and lift up your prayers and concerns to
God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can read
and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will serve you.

Envision that the church is full of people who recognize that they are children of God and
God has a place for them in the family business which they willing take up for they are not
working alone but along with Christ. No, if, ands, or buts – now, make it so by attending
worship, serving on a ministry team and getting involved in a study/accountability/support
group. We can make this happen.
Pastor Deb

New Column – You Asked!
What is a charge conference?

Won’t you join us at 10:00 a.m. on Friday,
November 10th, in room 109. We will be extending a
greeting to the shut-ins, saying “Happy Birthday” to a
senior citizen, or a big “Thank you” to the many fellow members who so graciously give of the time and
talent.
If you know someone who could use a thank you or a
cheery note please let the church office know, 3851740. If you have cards that you will not be using, they will be welcomed and used here.

November Scripture for Worship Services
November 5: 1 Kings 19:1-18; John 12:27-28
November 12: Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15; 21-24;
John 7:37-38
November 19: Isaiah 9:1-7; John 8:12
November 26: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14; John 14:27
13

“The charge conference is the basic governing body of each United Methodist local
church and is composed of all members of the church council. All members of the charge
conference must be members of the local church. The charge conference must meet at least
once per year. The charge conference:
 directs the work of the church and gives general oversight to the church council,
 reviews and evaluates the mission and ministry of the church,
 sets salaries for the pastor and staff,
 elects the members of the church council, and
 recommends candidates for ordained ministry.” Source: A Dictionary for United Methodists, Alan K. Waltz, Copyright 1991, Abingdon Press. Used by permission.
The district superintendent calls the meeting and presides over it.
That’s the nuts and bolts – the bottom line, if you will; but, why? The reason “why” is
that a human organization needs to take time to plan and evaluate. An organization has to
have an opportunity to assess how it is doing, what has been accomplished, what must/may
be improved, what should be started, what should be stopped, what is the source of its resources, and where are its resources being expended.
The human organization known as the church must do these things as well as reflecting
upon its love of God, its allegiance to Christ and its faithfulness to the Holy Spirit. Is the
church bearing fruit? Is the church making a difference in the world? Is the church making
disciples?
A Charge Conference is convened to do all these things. “To encourage broader participation by members of the church, the charge conference may be convened as the church
conference, extending the vote to all professing members of the local church present at
such meetings (¶ 248 – The Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016).
A Church Conference has been requested of our Conference Superintendent; so, all of
you are invited to the Church Conference meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 3rd,
2017 here at First United Methodist Church.
Glad you asked!
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Please Pray For Healing and Support














Up to date as of Oct. 23, 2017

Ann Glover
Buddy Fowler
Yvonne Rich
Sherry Dietrick
Teresa Logan Schneider - Neighbor of Cleo McKim - Fell & broke her leg.
Jack Klein - Son of Janet Klein
Alice Parks
Darla King - Daughter of Sharon Armstrong
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world
Victims of hurricanes, fires, rescue and relief workers.

Donna O’Neill Dunn on the death of her sister-in-law,
Catherine Diane O’Neill Schneider on Thursday, September 21st

Congratulations to:

Mitchell and Julie Brown on the birth of a
son, Travis, on Saturday, September 9th. He is welcomed home by a sister,
Taryn, and a brother, Tyler. Grandparents are Steve and Ann Mallams.
Tyler and Josie Moeller on the birth of a son, Leopold, on Friday, September
15th.
Grandparents are Jeff Thomas and Seleta Bainter - Thomas, Great Grandparents are Duane
and Wanda Thomas, and Harlan and Josephine Bainter.
Angie and Matt Kloberdanz on the birth of a son, Dax William, on October 1st. Grandparents are Denny and Jean Reschly.
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Sunday, November 5th, 2017, will mark the end of
our campaign, Grounded in Faith Growing to Welcome,
Equip and Send. On that day, the generosity tree will be
decked out for the celebration of generosity and stewardship.
Here’s how we are doing as of Monday, October
23rd. We have received 70 estimates of giving which break
out as the following colors of leaves:
37 green leaves have been added to the tree. Green signifies an estimate of giving that remains at the same
level as 2017 gifts – Thank you
22 red leaves have been added to the generosity tree.
Red notes an increased in giving over 2017 gifts or
a new authorization for automatic withdrawal –
Thank you
6 orange leaves have been added to the tree. Orange
represents a new estimate of giving – Thank you
29 brown leaves have been added to the tree which
symbolizes that an individual has offered a gift or
talent for use in Christ’s ministry through the church – Thank you
2 gold leaves have been added to the tree. Gold denotes notice of a legacy gift has
been provided for First United Methodist Church of Mount Pleasant. Thank you.
So far, 70 estimates of giving have been received; last year, a total of 101 estimates
of giving were sent in. There is still time to send in a reply. I think that it is possible for us
to top last year’s numbers.
Remember, we are grounded in faith – growing to welcome, equip, and send. We
are doing God’s important work and important work is not achieved without support, without resources and without dedication. Join with us in growth and in generosity. Thank
you.

Please turn in your
2018 commitment and
see your leaves go up
on our tree.
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We want to be on
the generosity
tree as well.

From the desk of Pastor Luann…
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Dorothy Brickey
Susan Haffarnan
Jerry Richards
5
Cheryl Borders
Madison Flowers
Darren Hanna
Shay Miller
Dennis White
6
Jay Coble
Elisha McMullin
Tiffany Menke
7
Olivia Bezoni
Beverly Hucker
Debra Rodgers

9
Melvin Rich
Emery Styron

18
Lisa Goody
Phyllis Paine

10
Leah Allen
Lori Davis
Carissa Hughell
Greg Lenz
Malia Lohmann
Kelsey Notestein
George Parker

19
Steve Riley

17
Clara Ryan

26
27
28
Josie Gillmore
29
Kyndall Syfert
30
Ryan Hanna
Lorna Hood
Cleo McKim

20
Patty Carson
Phyllis Conner
21
Marlin Ford
Michelle Krogmeier
Jo Wiegel

11
Jessica Sartorius
Pastor Deb

22
Melissa Crew
Fran Warth

12
Frances Barr
Christina Calhoun
Don Kinney
Hattie Liechty
Mike Peterson

23
Rachel Litwiller
Rick Williamson
24
Gloria Gugeler
Martha Mabeus
Kirk McPheron

13
Emma Davis
Saydee Stewart

25
Kathy Moothart
Marilyn Scott
Kristen Smith

14
15
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Julie Brown
Jacob Kruse

16
Billi Jo Earp
Joel Roberts
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1
Megan Borders
Logan Borders
Lindsey Lees
Bradley Wesely
2
Ben Bower
Donald Davidson
Sawyer Goettsche
Keelyn McNamee
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Kemlyn Bappe
Philip Barr
Emma Humble
Kristi Maxwell

I was recently asked to take a Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator test for a class I am taking in
seminary. This was not my first time taking this
personality test; however, it has been many years
since I had last taken it and I could not recall
what my results were. Therefore, I, along with
all of my classmates, took the Myers-Briggs Indicator test. My results came back as ENFJ. Of
course, I immediately began to research our material to determine what these letters mean. Conclusively, these letters mean that I have the personality type of an encourager or a giver. I
display warmth, hospitality, idealism, practicality, enthusiasm, and responsibility. I tend to
love and care for others and I value making a connection with them. Additionally, I also
have a strong sense of community and compassion. In other words, I believe that we are on
a journey together and together, we can accomplish so much more than any of us could
alone. I want to encourage others in this journey.
Many of my classmates had different personalities from my own. Some were organizers, stabilizers, analyzers, crusaders, and energizers. Each of these personality types possess unique qualities and characteristics. Each of them have different strengths and weaknesses. However, while there are differences in these personality types, there is also a
thread of commonality found in all of them: they all are useful for ministry and service to
God!
This causes me to think of the passage from 1 Corinthians 12:12-25 in which the
Apostle Paul reminds the church at Corinth that while we are all different, we all belong to
one body. There is one body, but it is made of many different parts, each working together
to achieve a common goal. Additionally, each member of the body cares for the other
members, for each part is needed. In many ways, we can look at this passage through a personality lens. While some of us may have one type of personality and some another, all of
those personalities come together in a beautiful way. The strengths of one can accommodate
for the weaknesses of another, thereby allowing this body to move forward in doing the
work it needs to do. Isn’t that a wonderful thought? God can use us, all of us, no matter
what kind of personality we might have. The reason for this is because we all belong to the
body of Christ and we are perfect for the service and ministry to which we have been called.
I feel there are many people in our congregation who have been hearing God speaking to their hearts lately. For some, this has been a quite whisper, and for others it has been
a lot louder. If you are feeling a nudge to volunteer for one of our ministries, or if you feel
a nudge to begin a new ministry, I would love to encourage and support you in that. Let’s
use our unique qualities and characteristics together to achieve the work God has for us to
do.
Blessings and peace, Pastor Luann
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Missions

November 4, 2017 the In-Gathering, for Southeast Iowa,
will beheld on the IWU campus.
Circle meetings
Grace Circle, Thursday, November 2nd, in room 109 at 10:00 pm
Friendship Circle, Thursday, November 16th, at 5:15 p.m.
Patience Circle, Saturday, November 18th, at 9:00 a.m.
Love Circle, to be announced.

Rummage sale results will be published in the December “Messenger”.

The kits, school and health, that our church has put together will be delivered to join those
of the other churches in Southeast Iowa.
(They will be blessed during worship on October 29th.)
At 9:00 am there will be mission displays open and bazaar items for sale.
The worship and communion service, with music by IWU students, will begin at 11:15am.
And of course the Quilt auction will start at 12:30.
If you are in need of a gift, this is the ideal place to look for the handmade, one of a kind
item.
The sale of bread that went to “Bread for the World” totaled $150.00

Thank you so very much to each and every person
who helped in any way with the Harvest Dinner
and Dance we recently hosted for those in our communities with special needs and disabilities. To
say the evening was a huge success would be an
understatement! It was a FANTASTIC evening!

Everyone who came had such a wonderful time,
from the guests to the volunteers. There was
much laughing, lots of dancing and lots of really
good food! We had around 100 guests attend
this event! How wonderful it was to serve them
and see their bright smiles! This event blessed
their lives and I am grateful to you for your help
in making that happen. Thank you once again to
everyone who helped make this event a success.
You have made a difference in the lives of others! ~ Pastor Luann.
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World Communion offering was $80.00
The Noisy offering for “Change a Child’s Story” in October was $290.37
Next month we will have the total numbers of kits and the dollar amount that FUMC has
donated to UMCOR through the In-Gathering.

THE THANKSGIVING OFFERING
for 2017 will be sent to UMCOR.
There have been many disasters have
happened not only in this country, but
around the world. UMCOR responds to
these and sometimes is the only hope
people have for help. Please be generous.
An envelope is enclosed for your use.
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“Christmas on Trial”

A cynical Roman prosecutor is determined to prove that the stories surrounding the Messiah’s birth are
nothing but myths.
Please mark your calendar and join us, Sunday,
December 10th at 9:00 a.m., to find out the verdict.
Worship Ministry Team has set
Wednesday, November 29th,
to decorating the church for Christmas.

They will be providing a soup supper at 5:15pm.
Come join in the fun, share a meal
together and decorate the church.
Continued from pg. 6

August – Jim & Judy Miller, Kathy Nellor, Dick & Jane Nyswonger
September – Mike & Lesa Fitzpatrick, Mike & Anita Hampton, Ken & Ava Seibert
October – Susie Clark, Denny & Jean Reschly, Jason & Debbie Smith
November – Bob & Pat Bensmiller, Jeff & Nancy McGohan, Wes & Karol Shaffer
December – Brian & Arin Jones, Sally Kinney, Jerry & Martha Mabeus
We realize this is a new concept for our church; one which will probably require some
“tweeking” as we go along. Any suggestions, comments or questions are welcome; please
feel free to contact either one of us. We thank everyone in advance for their cooperation
and their participation!
"There will be a meeting on Tuesday evening, Nov. 7, at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
for those team co-leaders who were unable to attend the initial meeting in September."
Anita Hampton
E-mail:amhampton70@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 319-931-6227
Home: 319-385-8796

Melinda Huisinga
E-mail: cmhstudio@aol.com
Cell Phone: 515-490-9338
Home: 319-385-4059
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Hospitality Ministry Teams are
coming to FUMC on January 1, 2018!

The membership of First United Methodist Church
is being divided into 12 monthly teams to provide a
ministry to our fellow members in their time of celebration (such as milestone birthdays and anniversaries), in their time of need (such as funerals of
their loved ones) and annual church fundraisers (such as Master
Gardeners in the spring and the Rummage Sale in the fall).

Currently this is being provided by the various circles associated with the United Methodist
Women; however, it is now being expanded to give ALL members of the church an opportunity to be involved in this ministry. This is not a new concept; we are aware of several
other United Methodist churches, such as Bloomfield and Carlisle, who have been doing
this successfully for many years.
Here is how it works . . . for example, in the event of a funeral, the Funeral Committee will
determine what is needed for volunteers and food, just as they do now. Instead of the
church office notifying a particular circle, the office will now notify the three co-leaders of
that particular month of those needs. The co-leaders then determine how to make the calls
to their team members asking for their support in filling these needs. When you receive this
call, we pray you will be willing to donate your time or an item of food (whether homemade or store purchased) to help a family in our church during their time of need. Everyone’s participation is important in order to expand this ministry of the church.
So what team are you on? A complete listing of the twelve ministry teams will be published in the December newsletter; copies will also be available in the office. As mentioned
before, ALL members listed on the church membership directory are part of the ministry
teams, unless they reside in a care facility and are physically unable to participate. You always have the option of “passing” when you receive a call if it’s not a convenient time;
however, you will remain on the list and be called later.
The teams will take effect on January 1, 2018. We extend a BIG THANK YOU to the following church members who have graciously agreed to serve as co-leaders for a particular
month as follows:
January – Chuck & Linda Albright, Sue King, John & Karla Lance
February – Alan & Melinda Huisinga, Don & Janice Jones, Justin Gesling & Holly Jones
March – Paul & Joyce Dennison, Rich & Elizabeth Garrels, Bruce & Beverly Hucker
April – Karen Hassell, Luis & Chelle Rosell, Tom & Marilyn Young
May – Aaron & Pat Coe, Jim & Judy Kinney, Ann & Rick Thomas
June – Jerry & Sharon Davis, Donna Gardner, Linwood & Judy Miller
July – Patty Carson, Ann Mallams, Karl & Lynn Riley
Continued on pg. 9
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NOVEMBER
CALENDAR
1st - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Rm. 216
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
2nd - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
1:30 a.m. - Love Circle Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts F. Hall
3rd - Friday
4th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
5th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
6th - Monday
6:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m. - Dave Ramsey Study F. Hall
6:30 p.m. - Democrats Rm. 109
7th - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
2:00 p.m. - Staff
5:00 p.m. - Nurture and Outreach Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
8th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Rm. 216
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
9th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
10th - Friday

10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
11th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
12th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
13th - Monday
6:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts
14th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
15th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Rm. 216
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
16th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 109
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle
7:00 p.m. - Republicans Rm. 9-11
17th - Friday
18th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
19th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
20th - Monday
5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - Pack Meeting
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21st - Tuesday MESSENGER DEADLINE
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7

6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
22nd - Wednesday
23rd - Thursday HAPPY THANKSGIVING
24th - Friday OFFICE CLOSED
25th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
26th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
27th - Monday
6:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts

28th - Tuesday
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
29th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Rm. 216
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
5:15 p.m. - Decorate for Christmas and soup
supper
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
30th - Thursday

NOTICE: First United Methodist Church.

Your Church Conference
will be held on Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.

Thank you so much for allowing us to borrow the roasters and crockpot for the Marching
Band Invitational Concessions. It is such a blessing to know the church is always there to
help with all community projects!
Debbie Smith and the Music Boosters
Thank you for your food. Thank you for dinner and dance. Feeding us was real good.
Witte, Nogard, Mary, Andrea, Eric, Susan, Mike, Tony, Tisha and Sarah
Thanks for all the help. I would like to thank everyone for your prayers, phone calls and for
everyone who visited me in the hospital. A special thank to Pastor Deb for visiting me in
the hospital on Monday, if felt like as angel was walking through the door when I saw her
come in. I would like to thank my church family for all prayers and cards.
Roger Graber and family.
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