
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

      Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 

welcomes, equips and sends 

all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall  

Sunday 
9:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Children’s Sunday School & 

Adult Study Groups at 10:15 am 

11:15 Praise & Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 

E-Mail: fumcmtp@iowatelecom.net 

Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
Rev. Herbert Shafer, Senior Pastor 

Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Pastor for 

       Youth & Young Adult Faith Development 

Jean Evans, Financial Coordinator/ 

        Membership Secretary 

Priscilla Marlar, Office Administrator/ 

        Director of Children’s Music 

Nancy McGohan, Youth Assistant 

Chuck Ring, Custodian   

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 
November 26, 5:30 pm    26 
November 27, 9:00 am  169 
November 27, 11:15 am      57 
Total     262 
 
December 3, 5:30 pm    32 
December 4, 9:00 am          152 
December 4, 11:15 am          70 
Total                                     254 
 
December 10, 5:30 pm         50 
December 11, 9:00 am       155 
December 11, 11:15 am       54 
Total                                    259 
 
December 17, 5:30 pm         54 
December 18, 9:00 am  160 
December 18, 11:15 am       45 
Total    259 
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From Pastor Herb  

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 

do not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Another year is behind us, a new year is before us.  We have reason to be grateful and 

reason to anticipate with joy those things to come.  This is a time to say “thank you” to our 

many ministry volunteers in 2011 and 2012.  You have stayed the course and not “become 

weary in doing good” toward our objective to be a spiritual home that welcomes, equips and 

sends all into the ministry to which Christ has called us: 

 Developing a culture of hospitality within the church using the welcome center as a start-

ing point 

 Growing outreach beyond the church through program development: Wednesday night 

AWANA clubs; Men’s Fraternity; Women’s Study Group; Youth Fellowship and the 

God and Life Program with Boy Scouts; Walk to Emmaus and Walk to Emmaus reunion 

group, Pleasant Hearts 

 Growing our relationship with the Fellowship Cup as fifty families declared interest in 

participating with the Community Garden project 

 The ongoing ministry of the Good Samaritan Fund which in 2011 assisted 56 families 

 Appropriate lighted signage is on Jefferson Street, our new “front door.” 

 A total of 12,744 people gathered for worship in uniquely different worship services dur-

ing the first fifty Sundays of the year.   27 were received into membership through profes-

sions or renewals of faith 

 A Stewardship Team has stepped up to tell the story of how we have and will continue to 

“reap a harvest” 

 A redesigned website 

 Growing a ministry with youth and young adults with Pastor Dave serving both at 1st 

UMC and on the Iowa Wesleyan campus 

So, as we embark upon the year 2012 may the words of Saint Paul in Galatians 6:9 be our 

theme: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 

if we do not give up.” 

Thank you for your service.  Thank you for believing in the work God has laid before us. 

 

Blessings to you in 2012, 

 

Pastor Herb  
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BUDGET NEWS 
November 2011 

Current Budget 
Beginning Balance     $  10,459.38 

Income:     

  Pledges/Giving               $   17,475.19 

Other Income             9,317.81 

Total Nov. Income            $    26,803.00 

  Expenses:          (31,519.82) 

  Liabilities Withheld:             (2,258.46)   

Ending Balance    $     3,484.10 

Liabilities:  

   State Payroll Taxes    $       (738.00) 

   Apportionments    $    (2,322.50) 

Funds Available:            $         423.60 

  

  Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance    $     3,159.99 

Received                  11,573.39 

Disbursements:           (9,416.64)  

Ending  Balance    $      5,316.74  
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Ministry Opportunities 

Looking for opportunities to lend a helping hand?    Check back with 

this section of the Messenger each month to see an updated list of  

ministry opportunities.  This month: 

 

 

Fellowship Cup - The Fellowship Cup is always looking for volunteers!  Contact 

Rev. Melisa Bracht-Wagner, director of the Fellowship Cup, for more information. 

 

Volunteer Forms on the Website: 

Feeling the call to volunteer in the new year?  Check out the church website, fill out 

the volunteer form and submit it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use this page as a resource for finding out how you can be a minister in your own community.  
Not sure how to help?  Fill out a volunteer form and return it to the church office.   
We’ll discover your hidden talents!  For additional information contact the church office. 

Ad Council Minutes 

November 16th, 2011 

7:30 p.m. 

Meeting was called to order by Chuck Albright 

Devotions were given 

Secretaries report was approved 

Jean Evans gave the financial report which reflected we are about $6,000 ahead of last year in 

giving.  Missions giving is current.  We expect apportionments to be paid in full.  Pledges to 

date are $158,177 with an overall increase of $2,196 from last year. 

Missions Committee gave their report and it was discussed that a meal would be hosted by the 

youth before the Community Thanksgiving Service on November 20th from 5-6:30 p.m. 

Worship Committee gave their report. 

Pastor Dave discussed the website as well as how time and talent surveys can be accessed 

online. 

The kid’s recreation league, Upward Sports, was discussed and it has not begun.  It was con-

cluded that Rec League participation may be down.   

The community garden was discussed and fifty families were recorded to have signed up at 

the Fellowship Cup.  Noon Rotary has donated $1,000 for seeds and supplies.  It was decided 

that this will also be part of an Eagle Scout Project. 

The Scouts program was discussed and it was made known that a new charter signed with Cub 

Scout Pack 28.  There are now 40 boys.  The God and Life program has begun with 12 Boy 

Scouts.  Religious life programs are available for Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts.  Volunteers 

with Sunday School teaching experience are recommended. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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(Information current as of December 19th, 2011) 

Ongoing prayers for: 

 Joy Sudbrink, missionary to Northern Azerbaijan. She is the sister of Ava Seibert. 

 Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman, missionaries soon to depart for South Sudan. 

 Residents of the Care Centers and the homebound. 

 Our soldiers who are serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and to those vulnerable  

 populations that are in harm’s way. 

  
 

Prayer Concerns 

Growing a Spiritual Harvest… 
Stewardship Pledges:  

Since Stewardship Sunday on October 30th, 124 pledges 

have been received for a total of $174,717.00 to date and 

$28,584.00 designated to Missions to further the work of 

God’s hand.   

Thank You 
We want to thank you again for remembering our Mt. Pleasant community school children 

with hats, gloves, scarves and mittens.  With the snow and cold temperatures in December, 

we have already had many children needing these clothing items.  Also, we want to especially 

thank Marilyn Young for delivering a box to each of the elementary schools.  It was so help-

ful. 

Again, thank you for your thoughtfulness and wonderful donation.  We wish all of you good 

health and happiness throughout this holiday season! 

Sincerely yours, 

Rose Lauer and Sue Weiss 

MPCSD School Nurses 

Thank You 
We just wanted to thank you so much for allowing us to come to 1st UMC of Mt. Pleasant on 

Sunday, December 11th to share with your congregation about the vision that the Lord has 

laid upon our hearts for the people of South Sudan.  Your congregation was so warm, wel-

coming, and interested.  We really do appreciate your churches' commitment and support.  

May God bless you in your ministry. 

In His Service, 

Thank You 
To my Methodist Family, 

Thank you all so very much for the kind letter and gift certificates that I received prior to fi-

nals week here at Millikin University.  I have looked forward to this annual mailing ever 

since I got my first hand knitted scarf three years ago!  My heart has been warmed just as my 

neck has; to know that there are those thinking of me back home as well as those checking to 

make sure my mailing address is current.   

Thanks again and God Bless, 

Jeffery Bensmiller 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=19192&keywords=prayers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
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Manning Lecture Series 
Joy Carroll grew up in the inner-city of South London, England, 

where her father was an Anglican priest.  In 1978, she spent a year 

working in Haiti with a relief and rehabilitation mission, before re-

turning home to train to be a teacher.  After qualifying with a Bache-

lor of Education, she taught for three years before following a call to 

train in the ministry in the Anglican Church of England.    Joy was 

one of the first women to be ordained as a priest in England in 1994 

and as the youngest elected clergy member of the General Synod 

was able to speak on behalf of women and others marginalized by 

church and society.  Her ministry in inner-city parishes embraced the 

needs of the poor, the homeless, the mentally ill, families and the 

elderly.  
 

Joy is a gifted preacher and communicator. In 1995, the BBC Everyman series made a docu-

mentary to mark the first anniversary of the ordination of women to the priesthood.  They pro-

filed Joy’s work in inner-city London and highlighted the new dimensions that women priests 

are bringing into the church.  Joy was also the advisor to British writer Richard Curtis, as well 

as the inspiration and role model for his hit situation comedy series “The Vicar of Dibley,” 

starring Dawn French 

 

This year’s Manning Lecture series will be Thursday, February 9th at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 

p.m. in the Iowa Wesleyan College Chapel Auditorium. 

 

1st UMC of Mt. Pleasant will also be hosting a series of movie viewings featuring “The Vicar 

of Dibley.”  Movie nights will take place on January 12th, 19th, 26th and February 2nd at 

7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Starting Sunday, January 8th, regular worship times 

will resume. 
 
Saturday Evening Praise and Fellowship 

5:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday Morning Classic Service 

9:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday Morning Praise and Worship 

11:15 a.m. 
 
Sunday School and Adult Classes 

10:15 a.m. 

So in Love 

Mark your calendars for “So in Love,” the Iowa Wesleyan 

College Choir’s annual Valentine’s Day Dinner. This year’s 

dinner will be held on Valentine’s Day, February 14th, in the 

Fellowship Hall at First United Methodist Church and will fea-

ture iconic music from the Great American Songbook, includ-

ing selections by Cole Porter, George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, 

and Richard Rodgers.  Musical selections will be performed by 

soloists and IWC’s music ensembles, including the Broad Street Connection, Jazz Big Band, 

and Jazz Combo. The hall, as always, will be wonderfully decorated for the occasion.  

 

The evening will include a pork-loin dinner and cheesecake dessert served by formally 

dressed members of the IWC Choir. A limited number of vegetarian dinners will be available 

by calling the IWC choral office at 319-385-6354. Tickets are $15.00 per person (singles are 

encouraged to attend!) or $110.00 for a table of eight. Tickets will be available beginning Jan-

uary 9 from IWC Choir members, the First United Methodist Church office, and Brown’s 

Shoe Fit on the square in Mt. Pleasant.  

 

All proceeds will help fund the IWC Choir’s tour to the east coast this March. Thank you for 

your support and we hope to see you on Valentine’s Day evening!  

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95116900&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=&topic_id=&image_source_id=
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1 

OatBaccam 

Robert Batey 

Karen Noble 

Mary Parker 

 

2 

Warren Burns  

Leon Chen 

Edith Day 

Shyann Smith 

 

3 

Leon Goettsche 

 

4 

Maisie Green 

David Miller 

Rick Thomas 

David Timmerman 

Pamela Tipton 

 

5 

Laura Noble 

Scott Waters 

Christina White 

 

6 

Lance Hampton 

 

7 

Marci Adams 

Willow Barton 

Dalton Gardner 

 

8 

Zach Granatowicz 

Jill Worth 

 

 

9 

Dewitt Booth 

John Scott 

 

10 

Vironda Baker 

Ed Donald 

 

11 

Adam Hickenbottom 

Marlene Hill 

Joan Maxwell 

Mitchell Moothart 

Byron Olson II 

E. Rockwell 

 

12 

David Cornick 

Justin Dunn 

Todd Young 

 

13 

Laura Miller 

 

14 

Linda Andrew 

Pauline Willson 

 

15 

Som Baccam 

Hannah Franklin 

Denton Reschly 

 

16 

Anna Dale 

Don Jones 

Shawna Lock 

Faye Miller 

Marissa White 

 

17 

Scott Kauffman 

Deanna Loving 

Lauren Schlagel 

 

18 

Robert Brombaugh 

Taryn Brown 

Jerilyn Horn 

Allie Leichty 

 

20 

Malia Anderson 

Curtis Dunn 

Mary Mitchell 

Madison Pullis 

 

21 

Gary Dustman 

Linzie Hood 

Richard Latta 

Jill Taylor 

Seleta Thomas 

 

22 

Nathaniel Burden 

Tyler Christner 

 

23 

Wendell Beattie 

Martin Mitchell 

Amanda Reynolds 

Tamara Van Schoyck 

Li Wang 

 

24 

Jared Carkhuff 

Brandy Loyd 

Bradley Notestein 

Lauren Oschwald 

 25 

David Loving 

Beth Riley 

Kenna Smith 

 

26 

Richard Garrels 

Jon Harvey 

Tammy Olson-Riley 

Shaylee Tuttle 

Eldon Witthoft 

 

27 

Vada Graber 

Janet Rauenbuehler 

 

28 

Morgan Crane 

Kathy Hites 

Randy Hites 

Nathan Wesely 

 

29 

Leah Freiberg 

 

30 

Rodell Benjamin 

Nathan Comiskey 

Sally Kinney 

Rich O’Neill 

Konnor Peterson 

Karin Rod 

Owen Rod 

Wanda Thomas 

Jarol Waters 

 

31 

Sherry Dietrick 

Korbin Taylor 

2012 Church Officers 
Thank you to all who have served on church committees throughout the year.  Our newest 

committee chairmen and members of Ad Council are listed below: 

 

Ad. Council: Chair, Chuck Albright; Recording Secretary, Donna Gardner; Treasurer, Steve 

Brimhall; Financial Coordinator/Membership Secretary, Jean Evans; Lay Member to Annual 

Conference, Darrel Rogers; UMW President, Susie Clark; UMM President, Darrel Rogers 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Chair, Karol Shaffer; Co-Chair, Bruce Oviatt 

 

Finance Committee: Chair, Sue King 

 

Stewardship Committee: Joe Oschwald, Madonna Worden, Lori Anderson 

 

Worship Committee: Chair, Carol Dustman 

 

Board of Trustees: Chair, Marlin Ford 

 

Missions Committee:  Chair, Rachel Litwiller 

 

Nurture and Outreach: Chair, Deb Beal  

 

(a complete list of church committee members can be found on the church website under 

“News.”  Any committee that isn’t listed currently doesn’t have a chairman or meets as 

called.) 

 

 



6 9 

What’s Dishin’ with Missions 

Your Pledge to Missions Supports Missionaries 
First United Methodist Church  of Mt. Pleasant was privileged this weekend to host medical 

missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman.  Dr. Sharon has Mt. Pleasant connections as 

she is the daughter of Dr. Richard and Marti Goodwin, former superintendent of Mt. Pleasant 

Schools.  The Foglemans have been working as family practice doctors at the Red Bird Mis-

sion Clinic in Kentucky for the past 14 years.  1st UMC has been supporting the Foglemans 

for many years and are committed to continual support as they move into a new assignment in 

Africa.  They expect to leave for South Sudan, the newest country in the world, by late Febru-

ary after more training. 

This past weekend, the Foglemans made presentations at each worship service.  During the 

Sunday School hour, the Missions Committee served a breakfast buffet while the Foglemans 

shared more specifically about the assignment in South Sudan.  The love offering to assist the 

Foglemans in this transition time totaled $1,772.00. 

Our annual $1,800 mission pledge to the Fogleman’s work makes it possible for Lynn and 

Sharon to train village personnel to serve the medical needs of their own villages so hygiene, 

immunization, safe child births and health education will continue in the villages long after 

missionary doctors leave the area. 

District Learning Event 
First United Methodist Church of Mt. Pleasant will be the host for our Southeast District an-

nual learning event on Sunday, January 29, 2012 from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. 

Workshops will be offered for many of the committees of the local church, including Staff 

Parish Relations, Finance, Trustees, and the Church Ad Council.  Participants will be intro-

duced to the basic roles of each committee.  New leaders and members of these committees 

are especially invited to attend.  

Specialized ministries will be discussed as well, including best practices in stewardship, the 

role of the treasurer, the role of the financial secretary, developing an intentional discipling 

system (how to help persons discover and deepen a life of faith), and identifying and applying 

spiritual gifts of members to ministry.   

In addition, worships also will be presented on a variety of creative ministries being em-

ployed by local churches, including community gardening, puppetry, and environmental jus-

tice.  Make plans to join us for an afternoon of inspiration and support to further our witness 

to Christ in our communities. 

Welcome to the Family of God and into the Membership of 1st United 

Methodist Church 
  By Profession of Faith: By Transfer of Membership: 

   Matt Hobbs   Jim and Linda Andrew  

   Jesse Howard   Brian and Linda Enearl and children  

       Bill and LaVerna Gray 

       Ashley Hobbs 

       Brad and Ana Miller 

       Flint and Sara Wilson and children 

Good Samaritan Fund 
Thank you to those who have contributed so generously to the Good Samaritan fund.  Our 

Christmas offering every year is designated as: 1/2 to Good Samaritan, 2/3 of the remaining 

balance is given to Fellowship Cup and the remaining 1/3 is given to Tolson Community 

Action Center. Currently, we have a little over $573.91 in this account.   

Dear 1st UMC Friends, 

Christmas blessings to you and your families.  Thank you for your strong support in 2011.  

Because of your faithful giving, the ministries provided by Frist United Methodist Church 

have been expanded and strengthened.  As long as we stay the course for the remainder of 

2011, we will be able to meet all of our current obligations for the first time in several years 

and enter 2012 in a solid position.   

For our 2012 Pledge Campaign, as of December 13th, we have received 124 pledges total-

ing $174,717.00.  As we wind down our 2012 Pledge Campaign, we are nearing our goal of 

$200,000.00 in pledges.  Once again, thank you for your strong support as together we con-

tinue to “Plant God’s Victory Garden for a Spiritual Harvest.” 

God’s blessings to you and your families, 

The 2012 Stewardship Committee 
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 - Men’s Fraternity 

 - Women’s Bible Study 

 

19th—Thursday 

8:30 a.m.—DCOM 

(Rooms: 9-11, 7, Chapel and Rec Room) 

7:00 p.m.— “Vicar of Dibley” Movie Showing 

 

21st—Saturday 

8:00 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m.—Patience Circle 

5:30 p.m.—Saturday Night Praise and Fellowship 

 

22nd—Sunday 

9:00 a.m.—Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m.—Sunday School and Adult Classes 

11:15 a.m.—Praise and Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

23rd—Monday 

11:00 a.m.—Staff Meeting 

5:00 p.m.—Foster Parent Support Group 

6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts 

7:00 p.m.—Boy Scouts 

7:00 p.m.—Mt. Pleasant Chorale 

 

25th—Wednesday 

5:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 

6:30 p.m.—Chancel Choir 

 - Middle School Youth 

 - AWANA  

 - Men’s Fraternity  

 - Women’s Bible Study 

 

26th—Thursday 

7:00 p.m.— “Vicar of Dibley” Movie Showing 

 

28th—Saturday 

YOUTH SKI TRIP 

8:00 a.m.— Men’s Bible Study 

5:30 p.m.—Saturday Night Praise and Fellowship 

 

 

29th—Sunday  

9:00 a.m.—Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m.—Sunday School and Adult Classes 

11:15 a.m.—Praise and Worship in the Sanctuary 

2:00 p.m.—District Training Event 

(All Rooms Used) 

 

30th—Monday  

11:00 a.m.—Staff 

6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts 

7:00 p.m.—Boy Scouts 

7:00 p.m.—Mt. Pleasant Chorale 
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Happy New Year! 

1st—Sunday 

11:15 a.m.—One Service in the Sanctuary 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

2nd—Monday 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

3rd—Tuesday 

6:00 p.m.—Democrat Caucuses Fellowship Hall 

 

4th—Wednesday 

8:30 a.m.—Knots of Love 

5:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 

6:30 p.m.—Chancel Choir 

 - Middle School Youth 

 - AWANA 

 - Men’s Fraternity 

 - Women’s Bible Study 

 

5th—Thursday 

11:00 a.m.—Grace Circle 

 

7th—Saturday 

8:00 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study 

5:30 p.m.—Saturday Night Praise and Fellowship 

6:30 p.m.—Pleasant Hearts Emmaus Reunion Group 

 

8th—Sunday 

9:00 a.m.—Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m.—Sunday School and Adult Classes 

11:15 a.m.—Praise and Worship in the Sanctuary 

2:00 p.m.—DCMC Rm. 9-11 

4:30 p.m.—District Nominating Rm. 9-11 

 

9th—Monday 

11:00 a.m.—Staff Meeting 

6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts 

7:00 p.m.—Boy Scouts 

7:00 p.m.—Mt. Pleasant Chorale 

 

 

10th—Tuesday 

5:00 p.m.—SPRC 

5:30 p.m.—Missions Committee 

6:00 p.m.—Worship Committee 

6:30 p.m.—Trustees Committee 

7:30 p.m.—Finance Committee 

 

11th—Wednesday 

5:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 

6:30 p.m.—Chancel Choir 

 - Middle School Youth 

 - AWANA 

 - Men’s Fraternity 

 - Women’s Bible Study 

 

12th—Thursday 

1:30 p.m.—Love Circle 

5:15 p.m.—Friendship Circle 

7:00 p.m.— “Vicar of Dibley” Movie Showing 

 

14th—Saturday 

8:00 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study 

5:30 p.m.—Saturday Night Praise and Fellowship 

 

15th—Sunday 

9:00 a.m.—Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m.—Sunday School and Adult Classes 

11:15 a.m.—Praise and Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

16th—Monday 

11:00 a.m.—Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.—Mt. Pleasant Chorale 

 

17th—Tuesday 

6:30 p.m.—Christian Education Committee 

 

18th—Wednesday 

8:30 a.m.—Knots of Love 

5:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 

6:30 p.m.—Chancel Choir 

 - Middle School Youth 

 - AWANA 



 

 

 Umpteenth Annual Senior High 

Super Bowl Subs Fundraiser 
Orders due by January 29, 2012 

 

Name:       Phone:     

 

Number of subs:    

 

Circle your sub combo: 

  Choice of:  Turkey   Ham    Combo   

  Choice of:  Mustard Mayo Ranch 

  Choice of:  All veggies or just          

 

Circle your sub combo: 

  Choice of:  Turkey   Ham    Combo   

  Choice of:  Mustard Mayo Ranch 

  Choice of:  All veggies or just          

 

Circle your sub combo: 

  Choice of:  Turkey   Ham    Combo   

  Choice of:  Mustard Mayo Ranch 

  Choice of:  All veggies or just          

 
Each Sub Sandwich is $5.00. 

 

For fresh sub pickup after worship on Sunday, February 5th select  

   10:00 am Pick up  

    12:15 pm Pick up  

 

Money raised will be used for activities to promote team building and fellowship when completing 

mission projects.   

Youth ski trip 
Saturday, January 28th, the 1st UMC youth (grades 6-12) 

will leave for a ski trip at Sundown Mountain with the 1st 

Presbyterian Youth.  We will be taking the bus and addi-

tional vehicles as needed.  Friends are welcome but a cur-

rent Church Activity Form must be signed prior to leaving 

the church parking lot.  Participants must sign up by Janu-

ary 16th and give a ski rental deposit of $20. 

Either Email Pastor Dave or sign up sheet on his office 

door. 

Confirmation 2012 Begins January 22nd 
Confirmation is an opportunity to immerse an 

emerging youth in the basic teachings of the Christian faith 

and to be trained in the way of discipleship.  All 7th graders 

and 8th graders are invited and encouraged to participate.  

Pastor Dave and the leaders desire to lead kids towards being 

active residents of the kingdom of God, those who are will-

ing to serve Him faithfully all of their days. Everything we 

do has the intent of building the child into a disciple for Je-

sus Christ and a servant of his Kingdom. We have no other 

purpose or agenda.  We build on what their main “life teach-

ers” – parents – have taught them. Parents are the key. The 

leaders must have parental support for the benefit of the youth. 
 

Our methods and components: 

 a) Small groups 

Sunday 10:10 a.m. session taught by leaders who love kids and desire God’s blessings 

for them. 

 Wednesday 5:00-6:20 p.m. sessions taught by Pastor Dave – Students come when 

their small group is scheduled (about 7 times during the school year).  

 b) Service 

Each student will perform 8 hours of community service to community, region, 

church or world. 

 c) Special Events  

A number of field trips, lock-ins and other special activities are part of the program. 



 
Greetings, 

 

The New Year is upon us and if you haven’t heard it yet, you are sure to hear it 

soon; have you made New Year’s Resolutions?  People often start the year, hop-

ing to make changes in their lives: eat better, exercise more, stop smoking, spend 

more time with family, read the Bible more, swear less, and the list goes on.  

However, most tend to quickly disregard these resolutions.   

 

I would encourage you to make some as a family.  That way you have people to 

help hold you accountable.  Also, remember that if you backslide in your resolu-

tions, don’t give up.  God asks us to love Him and not sin.  However, if you are 

like me, you work really hard at being the person God wants you to be, then 

something happens and you sin.  But unlike most people with resolutions, God 

doesn’t give up on us.  God gives us grace and allows us to try again to be the 

people God created us to be. 

 

The New Year is full of potential and so are we.  Each day God gives us another 

wonder filled opportunity to become the people God wants us to be.  We don’t 

have to wait for the New Year, let each day be a new day to live for God. 

 

 

 

Be bold, be strong, 

 

Pastor Dave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 4th—Middle School Youth resumes 

 

January 15th—Senior High Youth resumes 

 

January 22nd—Confirmation Begins 

  

January 25th—Meatloaf Making! (Middle School and Sr. High) 

Meet in the Rec Room at 6:30 p.m. 

 

January 28th—Ski Trip 

 

January 29th—Senior High Sub Sandwich Orders Due 

Every Wednesday Night = Middle School 
Youth Night! 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Every other Sunday Night = Sr. High 
5:30 p.m. (Meal Included) 

Methodist Meatloaf! 
The youth will be selling our famous “Methodist Meatloaf” 

during the month of January to raise money for mission trips 

this summer.  Orders being accepted until January 22nd and 

can be picked up January 29th. (Payment is due at the time 

of order). 

Prices: 

2lb loaf = $7.50 

3lb loaf = $10.00 


