
     First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 
welcomes, equips and sends 
all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Sanctuary till elevator is fixed  

Sunday 

9:00 am Sunday School  
August thru May 

Children’s Sunday School & Adult  
Study Groups   

10:00 am Worship 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 
Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 
pastordjs@fumcmtp.org  

 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

      
 

Jean Evans, Office Administrator 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Linda Enearl,  Office Assistant 
 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 
 

Chuck Ring, Custodian   
 
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant – page 

 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the June 
Messenger is due Thursday, May 18th.  
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
  April 1,     5:30 p.m.       28     
  April 2,   10:00 a.m.     163 
  Total:     191 
 

  April 8,    5:30 p.m.       38 
  April 9,  10:00 a.m.      168 
  Total:        206 
 

  April 14,  Good Friday       57 
  April 15,   5:30 p.m.       50 
  April 16,   7:15 a,m.                     20                                  
  April 16, 10:00 a.m.      282          
  Total:     409 
 

  April 22,  5:30 p.m.        38 
  April 23, 10:00 pm     134               
  Total:     172  
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Sisters and Brothers, 
 

 I passed by Cascade Park as I drove to be with my fa-
ther last week.  Cascade Park was once a full-fledged amuse-
ment park in New Castle, Pennsylvania (my hometown).  When 
I was growing up, Cascade Park featured a merry-go-round, go-
karts, shooting galleries, many children’s rides, Ferris wheel, 
dance hall, three swimming pools that to my young eyes cov-
ered acres, and a roller coaster called, The Gorge, (a truly terri-
fying name matched by a truly frightening ride into – you 
guessed it – an honest-to-goodness Western Pennsylvania Ap-
palachian Mountain gorge).  Now, Cascade Park is a shadow of 
its former self existing as an urban green space with the original 
merry-go-round pavilion as an anchor and small vestige of its 
former greatness. 

 I also remembered that I was once too young or 
too small to ride some of the rides – like The Gorge.  In those 
long past days of my childhood, I don’t remember seeing any posted warning signs – “You 
must be this tall to ride this ride.”  Children were kept safe by careful parents who accompa-
nied their children on rides holding them tightly and by watchful park attendants who pro-
tected children and teens from their youthful enthusiasm and belief that nothing bad would 
ever happen to them.    

I am not advocating a return to the more laissez-faire entertainment habits of this 
previous time; but, I do kind of miss the role that loving closeness and intimate knowledge 
played in the protecting other family members from potential danger and distress.  Parents, 
grandparents, older siblings, and aunts and uncles combined to be a protective unit and de-
cided what was appropriate and wise for those whom they loved.  For example, “Denise” 
may have been a very responsible little girl and could be counted upon to obey the rules; so, 
“Denise” could ride.  On the other hand, “Doreen” may have been a little dickens – a risk 
taker who constantly pushed the limits of what she could do and couldn’t be counted upon 
to hold tightly; so “Doreen” could not ride or could not ride without an accompanying adult. 

In the amusement park of life, it is not so simple to decide – so effortless to manage.  
We have no choice about participation in life.  We live.  We have no option but to ride all 
the rides at some time or another.  We get in line, wait for the approaching ride to come to 
full and complete stop, and get on.  We may not be ready to climb on the merry-go-round 
and reach for the brass ring that signifies success or failure.  We may not be ready to be 
swept up by the Ferris wheel and we, certainly, are not ready to be struck helpless at the top 
with no way to get down or get off.  We may not be prepared to take hearts (and stomachs) 
in our hands, grasp onto the bars of roller coaster and plunge at breakneck speeds into the 
gorge of the dark unknown and dangerous future.  But, we do it.  And, it can be so frighten-
ing when we have to go on the thrill ride of life alone. 

         Continued on pg. 2 

Dear Pastor Deb, Pastor Luann, and members of Mount Pleasant, First United Methodist Church, 
 

On behalf of the District and with a grateful heart, I appreciate the gathering worship that you pre-
pared and the music offered celebrating our Bishop Laurie Haller.  The choir, the duet, and the or-
gan were definitely heavenly. 
 

The reception was elegant and very well done.  The table decorations were as sweet as the cookies 
and punch.  Everything truly embodied what it means to offer generous hospitality to all. 
 

Thank you for all that you do for our District.  God bless all of you who labor for The United Meth-
odist Church. 
 

Your fellow servant, Rev. Lilian Gallo Seagren 
 
“ To Ms. Hassell,  Thank you for your time here with us at Clark Elementary (New Lon-
don).  Thank you CHURCH for the books.  The book I picked is pretty funny!”   From 
Zane 
 
I thank our church and all who sent prayers, cards, calls and other remembrances at my brothers 
passing.  Thank you all.             Richard Tolander 

BUDGET NEWS 
March 2017—Current Budget 

Beginning Balance    $         4,333.04 

Income:     

  Pledges/Giving                            28,282.89  

       Other Income                     66.85 

       ACH for Mission                  670.53 

Total Income                           $       29,202.57 

 Expenses:                     (30,292.53) 

Liability Difference                   665.16)  

Ending Balance           $        2,395.92 

Liabilities:  

  Apportionments     $                  

  Withholdings       $      ( 2,834.92)

Funds Available:                   $          (439.30)  

 

   Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance    $         5,312.74 

Received                        4,021.27 

Disbursements:                                 (3,923.10)

          $         5,410.91 
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Please join us for Holy Communion on May 4
th

 from 
noon to 1:00 p.m.  This is a time to retreat to a quiet 
place and lift up your prayers and concerns to God.  
There will be scriptures and prayers that you can read 
and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will 
serve you.   

Card Ministry is a small but 
very appreciated way to 
brighten a shut-ins day.  By 
the responses we get back it means 

so much to folks to know the church is thinking of them.  We will be sending cards to 
make those kinds of feelings happen at 10:00 a.m. on Friday,  May 12th, in room 109.  
Please join us to address cards and to pray for those we are sending cards to.  If you 
know someone who could use a cheery note and card let the church office know, 385-
1740. 

Missions 
 

May is 1st UMC’s month to collect items for the Food Bank at 
the Fellowship Cup.  The pantry needs are:  Canned meat, 
canned fruit, complete boxed meals, cereal and hygiene products.  
If you would like to donate cash instead, the Fellowship Cup can 
buy more for your $1 at their suppliers than we can at the local 
store. 
 

We will be helping with the Summer Sacks program the 3rd week of June and the 2nd 
week of August.  Mark your calendar and reserve the dates to help.  Sign up sheets will be 
pass the in May or call the church office to sign up.  The items they need for this is program 
are: Ziplock bags (sandwich and snack size), brown paper lunch bags, and 100% fruit juice 
boxes or pouches. 
 

The Easter offering as of April 24th totals $2,221.37  It has been designated to go to the 
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman who are working in a Uganda hospital.   
 

Heifer Project total was $335 which will help many families,  They will receive an ani-
mal that will supply them with much needed food, learn how to care for the animals they 
receive, and then share the offspring from it with others.  It is always better to teach how to 
grow your own food, than hand out a meal or two. 

Continued from pg. 1 

Praise God, though, for those who are willing to ride with us when we not the right 
size or have the correct strength for the life’s challenges before us.  Praise God for those 
who are willing to accompany us when we are spinning around in circles and getting no-
where in our quest to grasp the brass ring of success, happiness and contentment.  Praise the 
Lord for those friends who stay with us when we are struck, remind us that help is coming 
and encourage us to make the best of the situation – like simply leaning back and enjoying 
the breeze that usually comes from being up so high.  Thank you, God, for family members 
who know us well and who are strong enough to hold us tightly when we are careening 
around at breakneck speeds.   And, hallelujah, for the family whom we have in Christ who 
are ready to plunge with us into the gut-wrenching and heart-stopping moments of the dan-
gerous thrill rides of life because . . . because, they love us and that is what brothers and sis-
ters do.      

  Thank you, my sisters and brothers in Christ, for riding this portion of my life with 
me.  I value your willingness to accompany me.  I have felt your strength and your love sus-
taining me.  You have kept me safe and protected.    

         Pastor Deb 

The special theme for this summer will be 
Methodism 101, “The Wesleyan Movement”.  It 
will start in June after Annual Conference and cover:  The 
People, The Policies, and The Passion.  Full of Grace and 
Gratitude.  Join the Methodist Connexion.  More infor-
mation will be available in the near future. 

Chuck Ring, our custodian for the last 22 years, will be retiring May 15th.  
In honor and appreciation for his service and dedication a “Love Offering” 
will be taken.  If you are interested in contributing please bring it or mail it to 
the church office, 309 N. Main, Mt. Pleasant.   THANK YOU, CHUCK!! 
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Please Pray For Healing and Support  Up to date as of April 25, 2017  
 Dick Corell 
 Pastor Deb and her father, Robert McBride 
 Ken Seibert 
 Kai - 4 year old granddaughter of Diane Roth 
 Cory - Brother-in-law of John Rode 
 Sharri Fillinger 
 For peace in the WORLD 
 Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers 
 Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman  
 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world 

 Richard Tolander and Family on the death of his brother,   
 Kenneth, Monday, April 10th. 
 

 The family of Jim Bryan on his death, Friday, April   
 21st. 
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From the Wit & Wisdom of Pastor Luann  

It is difficult to believe that May is already upon us! We have already come through Ash 
Wednesday, the days of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday. Before long, we will be in 
the midst of high school and college graduations and graduation parties.   Our children will 
be finishing their school year and they will be excitedly looking forward to summer vaca-
tion.    
 We, here at First United Methodist Church, 
also have a very exciting summer to look forward to 
as well.  We have our Mission Trip, which is sched-
uled for June 4th through June 7th, during which time 
we will be traveling to Saint Louis, MO to work with 
several different ministry and outreach organizations 
they have in that city.  We are very excited about this 
trip and we anticipate many blessings as we use our 
hands and feet to do God’s work among the people of 
Saint Louis. 
 We also look forward to Annual Conference, which will be held in Des Moines from 
June 10th through June 12th.  This will be our first Annual Conference with Bishop Laurie 
Haller, and we are all looking forward to working with her during this time.  

 Also, don’t forget about Vacation Bible School!  
What an exciting week of Bible stories, learning, crafts, 
and fun this will be.  Vacation Bible School will begin on 
Monday, July 10th and will end on Thursday, July 13th.  
More information will be sent out regarding Vacation Bi-
ble School in the near future. However, if you would like 
to volunteer to help us with this fantastic ministry, please 
let Pastor Luann or any member of the Christian Educa-
tion Team know! 
 Indeed, we have a very exciting summer ahead of 
us!  However, when I think about all the plans we have 

made, my thoughts also turn to a passage of Scripture, found in Colossians 3:17, which 
says, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  This is what we are doing at First United 
Methodist Church.  Every plan we have made, every idea we have put into action, every 
goal we have set, it has all been done for God’s glory in the name of Jesus Christ. What a 
privilege it is to serve God through serving others, and that is exactly what we are doing 
here at FUMC!  What an exciting summer this will be! 
 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Luann  

Congratulations to: Jennifer and Nick Tewell on the birth of a 

son, Barrett Nicholas, on Tuesday, March 7th.  He was welcomed home by a 
sister, Hannah.  Grandparents are Bob and Pat Bensmiller. 

        CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY 
 

           What a difference Change a Child’s Story is making in  
             Mt. Pleasant.  Children are reading and learning!!   

 

As of April 12th, we have given out 1,594 new books and have read to or listened  
to children read for 135 3/4 hours January thru March.  

And ....  “WE ARE NOT DONE YET!!” 
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Jackson Bell 

Rosemary Marley 

Mary Peterson 
 

2 

Shael Styron 

Emma Szewczyk 
 

3 

Jeff Anderson 

Grace Van de Berg 
 

4 

Thuan Baccam 

Jason Benedict 

Jesse Howard 

John Lance  

Louis Schemmelp- 

fennig 
 

5 

Karen Hassell 

Debra Mabeus 
 

6 

Gradon Rodgers 
 

7 
 

8 

Alissa Alexander 

Jennifer Bupp 

Becky Calhoun 

Flint Wilson 
 

9 

Karen Carter 

Peter Kilbourn 

Codi Sammons 
 

10 

Elaine Walters 
 

11 

Mose Caulk 

Haley Fitzhugh 

Mike Hampton 

Jill Kilbourn 

Richard Wonderlich 
 

12 

Scott Lowe 
 

13 
 

14 

Aiden Fiedler 

Martha Ridenour 
 

15 

Ted McTee 
 

16 

Dot Bappe 

Meghann Davis 

Ryan Lauer 

17 

Terry Shull 

Scott Wichhart, Jr. 
 

18 

Esther Anderson 

Wes Shaffer 
 

19 

Mark Burns 
 

 20 

Carla Byrum 

Katie Detrick 

Marilyn Ridinger 

Sheri Schlagel 
 

21 

Carla McNamee 

Nicholas Wesely 
 

22 

Dan Dorn 

Maggie Fitzpatrick 

Mabel Goettsche 

William Kinney 

Elijah McGohan 

Austin Smith 
 

23 

Garin Crane 

Roy Gilleard 

Carl Moehlman 
 

24 

Alisha Jennings 

Ann Sartorius 
 

 25 

Robert Kinney 

Phyllis Overton 
 

26 

Matthew Kinney 
 

27 

Betty Baker 

Mikayla Brown 

Jack Davis 

Philip Wilson 

28 

Bob Bensmiller 

Jamie Schadt 
 

29 
 

30 

Bryce Eaves 

Rachel May 

Ben Sourwine 
 

31 

Kelli Keefer 

William Marley 

Jackson Newman 

Kelsey Sourwine 
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MISSION TRIP 

Our mission trip details are beginning to come to-
gether!  The plan is to leave from FUMC in Mount 
Pleasant at 2:00 pm on Sunday, June 4th.  We will 
begin our mission projects on Monday morning as 
we help and assist at local food banks and other min-
istries, such as the Gateway 180 Homeless Shelter.  
We will return on Wednesday, June 7th.  Our return 
time has not been finalized, but it will most likely be 
in the late afternoon/early evening.   
 Since there are three churches involved in this 

mission trip, (FUMC, Winfield/Mt. Union and Finley Chapel) Pastor Jim and I have 
planned a “getting-to-know-you” event.  This meeting will be a very informal gath-
ering where we will come together, talk with each other, and hear important details 
about the mission trip.  If you are planning to go on the mission trip or just want to 
hear more about it, then please plan to join us on Sunday, May 7th at 7:00 p.m. in 
the fellowship hall here at FUMC for an informative mission trip gathering.  Re-
freshments will be served, and we hope you will be able to join us! 
 Originally, we felt the price of this mission trip would be between $80 and 
$100 per person.  However, if you feel led to 
help financially support this mission trip, then 
the cost per person would be even less, as we 
would have additional funds for fuel and food.  
If you have any questions regarding how you 
might be able to help support this wonderful 
ministry, please contact Pastor Luann at 385-
1740. 
 Thank you for your support, prayers, and encouragement as we embark on 
this missional journey.  My prayer is that each and every person who is involved in 
any way with this mission trip, whether it is through prayer, financial support, join-
ing us on the trip, or offering encouragement, will receive abundant blessings in 
knowing that he or she has made a difference in the life of someone else.   
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Luann 



1st - Monday  
  5:30 p.m. - Scouts Rm. 9-11 
  5:30 p.m. - Scouts F. Hall 
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts  Rm 9-11 & F. Hall 

 

2nd - Tuesday 
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion 
  2:00 p.m. - Staff 
  5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach   Rm. 7 
  6:00 p.m. - SPRC  Rm. 109 
  7:00 p.m. - Acapella  F. Hall 
 

3rd - Wednesday 
  6:00 p.m. - Scout Leaders  Rm. 9-11 
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
 

4th - Thursday 
  8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love 
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle  Rm 109 
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion  Chapel 
  6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts  Rm. 7 
 

5th - Friday 
  1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Club 
    

6th - Saturday 
  5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
 

7th - Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
  7:00 p.m. - Mission Trip Planning  Rm. 109 
  

8th - Monday 
  9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm 109 
  5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story 
  5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts  Rm. 9-11  
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts  Rm. 9-11 & Rec. Rm 
 

9th - Tuesday 
  2:00 p.m. - Staff  Rm. 109 
  5:30 p.m. - Missions  Rm. 109 
  6:30 p.m. - Trustees  Rm. 7 

  7:00 p.m. - Acapella  F. Hall 
 

10th - Wednesday 
  6:00 p.m. - Scout Leaders  Rm. 9-11   
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
 

11th - Thursday 

  9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners  Rm. 9-11 
 
 

12th - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry  Rm. 109 
  1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures  Rec. Rm. 
 

13th - Saturday 
  5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
 

14th - Sunday   Noisy Offering/Senior Day  
  9:00 a.m. - Last Day of Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

15th - Monday 
  3:00 p.m. - Sub Team Generosity/Stewardship 
  6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship  Rm. 9-11 
  6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack Meeting  F. Hall 
  

16th - Tuesday  
  5:30 p.m. - Worship  Rm. 7 
  6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed   Rm. 109  
  7:00 p.m. - Acapella 
  7:00 p.m. - NAMI  Rm. 9-11 
 

17th - Wednesday 
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
 

18th - Thursday  MESSENGER DEADLINE  
  5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle  
  6:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts  Rm. 9-11 
  6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts  Rm. 7 
  7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts  Rm. 111 
 

19th - Friday 
 

20th - Saturday 
  9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle   
  5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship 
 

21st - Sunday  
10:00 a.m. - Worship  
   

22nd - Monday 
  9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109 
  5:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Den Rm. 9-11  
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 
 

23rd - Tuesday  5 6 

  2:00 p.m. - Staff  
  6:00 p.m. - Ad Council  Rm. 9-11 
  7:00 p.m. - Acapella   
 

24th - Wednesday 
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
 

25th - Thursday 
 

26th - Friday 
 

27th - Saturday 
  5:30 p.m.  - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
 

28th -  Sunday 
10:00 a.m. - Worship 
 

29th - Monday  OFFICE CLOSED 

 

30th - Tuesday 
  2:00 p.m. - Staff 

HIGHER ED CHANGES 2017-2018 SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION PROCESS 
 

Members of the Higher Education committee met in February and April and 
re-evaluated the criteria for selecting scholarship recipients.  It was deter-
mined that scholarships should be offered to graduating seniors who are par-
ticipating members of FUMC.  Scholarships will only be given for one year.  
Depending on the number of qualified applicants, students will be awarded 
up to $1,000.   
 

Application forms are available in the Church office.  Students will need to 
complete and return the application form to the Church office by May 10 and 
be interviewed by the Higher Education committee.  An interview schedule 
will be determined after applications are submitted. 
 

Students will also need to ask for a recommendation from Pastor Deb Stow-
ers or Pastor Luann Benge.  Recommendations from members of the congre-
gation will not be accepted.  
 

Students that receive the 2017 – 2018 scholarship will be required to either 
assist one time during Saturday night or Sunday morning worship service OR 
a church activity approved by Pastor Deb Stowers or Pastor Luann Benge.   
 

Students in grades 9-11 are encouraged to document their FUMC activities in 
preparation for applying for a scholarship when they are seniors.  Underclass-
men are encouraged to attend church, assist in the nursery during church, 
help with Bible School or the Wednesday afternoon children’s program, work 
at Old Threshers or the church kitchen, sing in the choir or help with the vide-
o/sound system during church.  
 

For further information, contact Mary Elgar (385.4785). 


