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The MESSENGER
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”

Information for the April
Messenger is due Thursday,
March 17th

Our Staff
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

Our Worship Schedule:

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am in the Sanctuary

Joan Rodgers, Director of Lay Ministries

10:15 am September thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups

Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Joy Dow, Saturday Night Pianist

11:15 Worship Service

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

lay.director@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org

Chuck Ring, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Change a Child’s Story

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
th

On March 17 , St. Patrick’s Day will be observed – not the most popular holiday
in Iowa, I admit; but, as you might suspect of one whose maiden name is McBride, I have
a natural, familial interest in St. Patrick, Ireland and in things Irish. I enjoy corned beef
and cabbage; I actually think that it is delicious and will prepare it at other times than
March 17th. I love potatoes of all kinds. (A pox upon the Potato Famine!) I get a kick
out of the music of The Irish Rovers, an Irish folk group from the 60’s that, ironically,
was formed in Toronto, Canada (Check out their song, The Orange and the Green to see
what I mean). And, as one who despises snakes, Patrick who is alleged to have driven the
snakes from Ireland is high on my list of favored saints, although many think that it is unlikely that Ireland was ever populated by snakes as the climate is too cold for reptiles to
survive. For many reasons, I think that I would like to travel to Ireland and see the green
Old Country one day.
Friends, there is more to recommend Ireland than food, folk music and a legend
about snake expulsion. The religious houses of Ireland are credited with saving the roots
of Judeo-Christian religion and even civilization as scribes copied, maintained and protected ancient documents that were systematically destroyed throughout Europe in the 15th
century. (This preservation of texts, traditions and history is particularly important as we
study the Gospel of St. John this Lent. For in St. John’s Gospel we are reminded that the
heart, mind and will of God are expressed through words on the page of a divine love letter called the Holy Bible and, of course, Jesus – the living Word of God who is revealed
within the text. Literacy is important. Being able to read is essential for success in life
and for growth in faith which is another reason that I am so thrilled by the United Methodist program, Change a Child’s Story.)
There may be found great beauty and profound theology
in the crafts of Irish artists, particularly stunning is the Celtic
cross. “Irish legend says that the Celtic cross was first introduced by Saint Patrick, who was attempting to convert the pagan
Irish to Christianity. Some of these pagans worshiped the sun, so
it is said that Patrick combined the Christian cross with the circular pattern of the sun as a way to associate light and life with
the Christian cross in the minds of his converts. Another story
has Patrick marking the pagan symbol of the moon goddess (a
circle) with a cross, and blessing the stone, making the first Celtic cross. Another theory suggests that, by laying the symbol of
the cross over the symbol of the sun, Christians were illustrating
the supremacy of Christ over the sun god or moon goddess.”
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Thank you to all who responded to the “Change a Child’s
Story” promotion. The offering for books is now at $1,783.74.
This includes the profit from the sale of Subs and Noisy Offerings though February 22nd.
The need is GREAT so more readers are always welcome.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
March 4th First United Methodist Church will again
host World Day of Prayer. Prayer is so important
and makes a difference and we all surely agree that
our world today needs prayers. We are inviting
all—men and women, all churches, and all people in the community to come together in prayer.
The program this year is “Receive Children Receive Me”. The title
is very fitting for First United Methodist Church as we move for
ward with our “Change A Child’s Story” project. Please join us and bring friends and
neighbors on March 4th at 10 AM in Fellowship Hall for a time of prayer and fellowship.

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT is accepting grant applications for the interest that
was earned on the investments last year. If your Ministry Team has a project that needs
funding please stop in the office and pick up a form. The deadline to apply is March 20th.

continued on pg. 2
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Continued from pg. 1

Dear Church familyI’m excited to share that our church now has access to an extensive, new video library called RightNow Media! It’s like the "Netflix of Video Bible Studies" and has a
VAST library of faith-based videos that you can access whenever and wherever
you want—on your phone, iPad, computer, or at home on your TV.
As a church staff, we’re always looking for ways to help you develop and strengthen your faith. We believe that RightNow Media will be a tool to serve you as you
live out your faith at home, at work and in your neighborhood. RightNow Media has
videos for everyone—kids, youth, parents, married couples, college students, single
adults, working professionals—all aimed at helping you grow.
Soon, you will receive an official invitation email to give you FREE access to
RightNow Media. Be on the lookout! Once you find the email, simply click the link,
sign up for an account, and you’re all set to explore more than 12,000 videos. We
pray that RightNow Media will be a blessing for you and your family!
Launch date will be Sunday, March 7th.

EMMAUS WALK # 169 COMING TO
IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY AND
MT. PLEASANT FUMC
The Walk to Emmaus is a highly structured 3 day experience that is designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian people, and through
them their families, and the world in which they live. Emmaus is open to any denomination. If interested in registering or want to know more, please contact Pastor Ron Bupp,
Marlene Hill, Sally Kinney, or Ava Seibert. Registration for the summer walk is now taking place.
Walk Dates July 14 -17 for Men

Walk Dates July 28-31 for Women
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The design of the cross can inform us as well. The horizontal crossbar may be
thought to represent the past and future with the center point representing the present. Celtic wisdom established westerly direction with a reflective quality (looking back, recollecting) and a forward quality (forecasting, looking to the future) to the east. Celts observed of
the setting sun in the west as a goodbye to the day and the dawning sun in the east as harbinger of newness, a welcome to the future day. The circle around the horizontal and vertical bars of the cross brings an appreciation of unification, totality, wholeness and inclusion.
The cross bars are often embellished by Celtic knots. The basic understanding of a Celtic
knot is that it symbolizes the unending cycle of life. The interweaving points (where the
knots cross over and under) relate to the interdependence and interconnection of physical
and spiritual aspects of our being.
Thomas à Kempis, in The Inner Life, states “In the Cross is salvation; in the Cross
is life; in the Cross is protection against our enemies; in the Cross is infusion of heavenly
sweetness; in the Cross is strength of mind; in the Cross is joy of spirit; in the Cross is excellence of virtue; in the Cross is perfection of holiness. There is no salvation of soul, nor
hope of eternal life, save in the Cross.”
I’ll close with three of my favorite Irish blessings:
May you have food and raiment, a soft pillow for your head, may you be forty years
in heaven before the devil knows you're dead.
Health and a long life to you. Land without rent to you. A child every year to you.
And if you can't go to heaven, may you at least die in Ireland.
May those who love us love us. And, those that don't love us, may God turn their
hearts. And if He doesn't turn their hearts, may He turn their ankles, so we'll know them by
their limping.
And, then a more serious one:
May God grant you many years to live, for sure He must be knowing the earth has
angels all too few, and heaven is overflowing.
Pastor Deborah McBride Stowers
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DO YOU LIKE TO DECORATE FOR HOLIDAYS OR
JUST FOR ANY SEASON OR REASON?

Up to date as of February 22, 2016
Please Pray For Healing and Support:

















Orlo Moehle
Shirley Smith - mother of Susie Clark
Bev Garrels
Betty & Raymond Hunter
Bob Jensen
Doug Kennedy
Wendell & Roberta Kinney
Frances Barr
Charles Millner - Father of Jan Williamson
Helen Snodgrass
Sharri Fillinger - Niece of Joy Gillard
For peace in the Middle East and safety for the people bring displaced
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman in the South Sudan
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

“If so, you would like to help decorate the church for special services like
Christmas, Easter, or Thanksgiving? Any and all help will be appreciated.
You can also honor a loved one with alter flowers.
Please contact the office (385-1740) or Nadine Martin (986-6453) if you want
to help, have suggestions or would like to donate flowers for a special family
occasion.”

Yippee! Camping is just about here!!
Registration is now open for the Iowa UMC Camps of Wesley Woods,
Okoboji and Pictured Rocks. Go to www.iaumc.org/camps to see the
many opportunities that are available. The church will again offer to pay
for 1/2 of your child’s camping registration fee. If you register on line
please call the church office so we will have a list of those going.

Membership:
Tim Taylor and family on the death of Tim’s mother,
Virginia, on Saturday, February 6th.
Joyce Miller and family on the death of her mother, Betty Motz, on Thursday, February
11th.







Average weekly attendance 2015 - 200
Average weekly Sunday School attendance all ages - 79
Male members 341 and female members 483
We do not have addresses for 24 members
There are 499 members that we do not have an email address for

Orlo Moehle and family on the death of his wife, Helen, on Thursday, February 18th. Her
service will be on Saturday, February 27th, at FUMC.
3
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MISSION MOMENTS
We cannot be present when disaster strikes. However, on March 6th, we will do our part
equipping others to go.
One Great Hour of Sharing allows UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) and
the United Methodist Church to respond IMMEDIATELY when disaster strikes. Think of
UMCOR as our "Go Team" who can be there when help is needed.
Through OGHS, lives are literally changed daily. Your support provides clean water, food,
medicines, shelter, healthcare, education and so much more.
By participating in the OGHS offering, we follow God's command to love. Let us give joyously and generously to this offering.

The Noisy Offering and the Easter Offering will be designated to fund the
"Change a Child's Story". FUMC has set a goal of 2000 books to be given to children and
2000 hours of reading to help the conference meet their goal of 1,000,000 hours and
1,000,000 books over the next two years.

BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
Jan. 30, 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 31, 9:00 a.m.
Jan. 31, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

48
132
13
193

Feb. 6, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 7, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 7, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

36
155
14
205

Feb. 13, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 14, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 14, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

23
84
6
103

Feb. 20, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 21, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 21, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

45
132
12
189

January 2016
Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Income:
Pledges/Giving
Other Income
ACH for Mission
Total Income
$
Expenses:
Liability Difference

33,171.74
145.00
675.00
33,991.74
(28,369.22)
(294.18)

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Withholdings

$

6,866.85

$

(3,656.84)

Funds Available:

$

3,210.01

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:
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1,538.51

$

9,880.50
4,026.08
(7,062.50)
6,844.08

Laity
Growing Spiritually
Ministering to others

Something that is always important to me has been
coming up often—in conversations, in articles I read,
and here at work as I prepare my part of the end of
the year statistics. Church attendance. I hope you
don’t stop reading now—thinking we talk about this over and over and over and over! Because no matter how much we talk, how much it changes, how much we worry about it, it
is still important! Mike Wilkins in his article “Formative Fellowship” says “There was
never meant to be any “Lone-Ranger” Christians. I totally agree and actually even the
Lone-Ranger had Tonto because he needed an encourager, friend, and partner.
Which is exactly why I think we need church - we need encourager’s friends, and partner’s in our spiritual journey. But how many times have you had someone say “you can be
a Christian without going to church can’t you?” Well I would have to answer yes, we are
saved not by church attendance, but by Jesus paying the price for our sins on the cross.
But I do believe that you will not mature and preserve in the faith without Christian fellowship - found at the church.
There is a story of a young man who was fed up with church and went to a wise old
Christian to get some advice. He told the old man all the things that were bothering him
about church, and how he felt that he would be better off without the company of other
Christians. As he was speaking, the old man silently took the fire tongs and removed a red
-hot glowing coal from the middle of the fire and set it on the hearth. The coal glowed for
a while, but eventually dimmed and turned black. He let it set there a while and then took
the tongs and placed the coal back in the middle of the fire. Within seconds the coal was
glowing red hot once again. The young man took the wordless lesson and left determined
to stay with church.
I would love to visit with any of you to hear about church—from what it means to you
clear to why you are upset with the church. I would love to help you find a niche at church
where you will give and grow, I want to tell you the opportunities we have to be a part of
fellowship, spiritual growth, fun, and places to experience the presence of God.
“You are the light of the world, but if you try to be a lone light, you will soon blow out,
but if we learn to burn together, we will have a blaze that no one can blow out.” (Mike
Wilkins)
Be God’s
Joan Rodgers
Director of Lay Ministries
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17
Abby Lance
Morgan Menke
18
Tyler Anderson
Austin Buckert
Kailey Peterson
Susie Stalder

1
2
Sherri Leeper
3
Bev Garrels
4
Pastor Ron Bupp
5
Kevin Dunsmore
Loree King
6
Kelly Barton
Abigail Blint
Jeff McPheron
Keegan Pullis
7
Kay Tweedy
Jean Evans
8
Zavier Dale
Sara Miller
Tom Weir
9
Stewart Kinney
Lin Klopfenstein
Dennis Rogers

19
Lauren Bupp
Lee Franklin
Ben Johnson
Debra Schmidt

10
Diane Dunsmore
Irma Swan

20
Kian Hughell
Sue Lovik
Dale Marzolf
Steve Meeker

11
Nolan Keefer
12
Jeff Baccam
Carolyn Jensen
Amy Lowe
Darrel Rogers
Michelle Rosell

21
Patricia Burden
Amanda Dunn
Michael Hatch

13
Sam Bell
Cecile Chrissinger
Paula Lauer
Terry Mabeus
Rena Philp

22
Michelle Gardner
Amee Kauffman
Linda Kruse
Janelle Thomas
Dolores Wilson

14
Seth Martin
Jodie Meeker
Sarah Roth

23
Kiana Miller
Doug Miller
Debra Smith

15
Allie Looker

24
Barbara Messer
Jeanette Rice

16
Linda Albright
Rick Mallams

25
Christina Goettsche
James Kinney
Joe Oschwald
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26
Abby Burden
Carol Carpenter
Ellen Krieger

Card Ministry
Card Ministry continues to meet on the Second Friday of
each month. Please join us March 11th at 10 a.m. to write
notes, address envelopes, put stamps on, etc. Touch a life
with a card!

27
Grant Davidson
Austin Decker
28
Wade Carpenter
Duane Thomas
29
Grace Coble
Kristen Shaffer
30
Chad Doak
Carroll Parks
31
Gary Hackett
Jeff Hood

You might be a United Methodist if:



No one has to say that there will be food at a church function - it’s a
given.
No one has to discuss who’s bringing what dish to that function - it’s been
figured out for years.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to come join us in room 109 for a new Wednesday 6:30 pm study about
the book, “THE CALL” written by, Adam Hamilton, “The Life and Message of THE
APOSTLE PAUL”. This study will last ONLY 6 weeks every Wednesday evening at
6:30 pm beginning on March 16, 2016 thru April 20th. Organizer of this study is Ava
Seibert. Call the office to order your book soon. We have a DVD which will be used
along with a book to guide us.
What would lead a first-century rabbi to travel for thousands of miles by sea and by
land, to be beaten, imprisoned, and ultimately beheaded for his faith? It was a call—
a call to turn the world upside down.
This is the story of the Apostle Paul, whose writings have shaped the lives of onethird of the world’s population, a man second only to Jesus in his influence on Christian faith, and whose witness defines what it means to follow Jesus Christ.
10

If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women, or join a circle, call Joyce
Miller at 385-7037.

I was deeply touched and very surprised recently when Joan delivered a prayer shawl to
me! When you find yourself going through stressful times due to family illness, it helps so
much to know that you have the support and love of your church family at FUMC and also
Knots of Love. The softness and warmth of the shawl are tangible signs of that support. My entire family also appreciates your prayers, which are giving us strength during
these tough days. We are close in spirit even though we are separated by miles and we trust
in God’s plan and timing through this process.
With much gratitude, Jan and Rick Williamson

“Labels for Education” (Campbell Soup Labels)

I want to thank everyone for the prayers, cards, and phone calls. Thank to Pastor Deb for
her visit while I was in the hospital. God bless you.
Frances Barr

Love Circle - Won’t meet until Spring
Friendship Circle - March 10th
Grace Circle - March 3rd Rm 109
Patience Circle - March 19th Rm. 111

Bidwell Riverside Center in Des Moines thanks each of you who cut and save the “Labels
for Education” from the Campbell Soup cans. Bidwell Riverside since 1893 has assisted
people living in poverty. The labels allows Bidwell to purchase items for schools. Thank
for continuing to cut the labels from soup cams. Continue to put them in the box on the table in the narthex (main entrance) of the church.
NOTE: Please cut only the small portion that say’s “Labels for
Education” along with the bar code. It is very important to have
the bar code. We do not need to rest of the label.
“Box Tops for Education” are used by the Mt. Pleasant Schools. It is very
important for them to be in date. Expired ones can’t be used. These are
found on cereal, cake mix, and several other items.

Bible Verse for March:
Psalm 36:7 How precious, O God, is your constant love! We find protection under
the shadow of your wings.

We want to thank you for your donation and support. With you help we are able to have a
positive impact and make a difference in our community.
The Fellowship Cup
Thank you so much for the Prayer Shawl and the prayers for while I was in the hospital and
since coming home. I am doing very well.
Doyle Dunn
To Our Church Family, We would like to express our gratitude for the cards, prayers, and
prayer shawl delivered to Doug. He has completed the forty radiation treatments. How
comforting to feel the power of your prayers! Thank you all so much. God Bless.
Doug and Barb Kennedy

Prayers & Communion
You are invited to the Sanctuary March 3rd from noon to 1
p.m. to pray and receive Holy Communion. This is a quiet
time with God removed from the world’s activities. There is a
list of prayer concerns, there are scriptures and prayers you
can read, there are candles to light and Pastor Deb serves communion when you are ready. Come and go during the hour as
you feel led.
Please note the change of place while the
Chapel is under repair.
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6:30 p.m. - Trustees
7:00 p.m. - Acapella

1st - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Lenten Study
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - SPPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
2nd - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109-111
3rd - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer and Communion Chapel
1:30 p.m. - Memorial Ministry Team
4th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - World Day of Prayer Service
5th - Saturday
8:30 a.m. - Master Gardeners
5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise/Fellowship
To held in the Sanctuary
6th - Sunday (One Great Hr. of Sharing)
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship
3:00 p.m. - Lenten Study

Rm. 7

9th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
10th - Thursday
8:00 p.m. - Henry Co. Ministerial Meeting
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 109
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle
11th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry
4:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Lock In F. Hall
12th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
13th - Sunday (Noisy Offering)
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship Service
3:00 p.m. - Lenten Study
14th - Monday
5:15 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts

18th - Friday

24th - Thursday MESSENGER DEADLINE
7:00 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Service

19th - Saturday
7:00 a.m. - Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle Rm. 111
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship

25th - Friday
7:00 p.m. - Good Friday Service
26th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
27th - Easter Sunday
7:30 a.m. - Sunrise Service Chapel
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship

20th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship
3:00 p.m. - Lenten Study
21st - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. - Finance Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack Meeting F. Hall

28th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff
5:15 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story

22nd - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Lenten Study
6:30 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - Republicans Rm. 109

29th - Tuesday
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
30th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
7:15 p.m. - Youth Rec. Rm

23rd - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
7:15 p.m. - Youth Rec. Rm

31st - Thursday

15th - Tuesday
1:30 p.m. - Lenten Study
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11

7th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff
16th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Dens Rm. 9-11/ Rec. Rm
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Choir
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109-111
8th - Tuesday
17th - Thursday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
6:00 p.m. - Girls Scouts F. Hall
1:30 p.m. - Lenten Study
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 111
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
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