
     First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 

welcomes, equips and sends 

all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall  

Sunday 
9:00 am in the Sanctuary 

 

10:15 am  September thru May 

Children’s Sunday School & Adult  

Study Groups   
 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 

Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org   
       

Joan Rodgers, Director of Lay Ministries 

lay.director@fumcmtp.org 
 
 

Jean Evans, Office Administrator 

office.admin@fumcmtp.org 
 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 
 

Chuck Ring, Custodian   
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 

Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 
 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  

Mt. Pleasant – page 
 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the July 

Messenger is due 

June 23rd 
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Dear Folks 

 Way back in January, I received a phone call from our 

resident bishop. Julius Calvin Trimble, who asked me to preach at 

the Retirement Service at the upcoming Annual Conference of the 

United Methodist Church.  The retirement service is scheduled 

for Sunday, June 5th.   

 I, personally, think that there are two appropriate answers 

to a bishop’s question – either, “Yes, sir.” or “Yes, ma’am.”  So, I 

answered the appropriate, “Yes, sir.” and added, truthfully, “I 

would be honored.”  

 After the bishop’s call, I spent a few hours consulting the 

biblical text for references to retirement (found one, only one, reference in Deuteronomy 

about the length of service a Levite may offer) and then expanded my research to the 

World Wide Web (found a plethora of advice and cautions).  By the time, I had finished, I 

had accumulated 25 single spaced pages of thoughts and references and quotations.  And, 

then, I, not really, forgot about it but allowed the message to be “placed on the back burn-

er” of my brain and simmer for a while as we moved through Lent and Easter.  Now, four 

months have passed and it is two weeks before the worship service and simmering time is 

over – way over.  It is time for results – a finished product.  Do you sense a bit of urgency 

and panic?  You should.  Where in the world did all that time go?   

 For me, preaching the retirement service before assembled friends, colleagues and 

their families and the clergy and laity members of the Annual Conference is a great honor 

and it is an enormous problem.  You see, I believe that we do have an excellent retirement 

plan as disciples of Christ – as baptized and confirmed believers – but the plan is not for 

this life.  From the way I understand it, we are expected to serve God – to be in the minis-

try of all believers continually – until we die.  There may be and should be times of re-

newal and respite; but retirement, nope.  Retirement is a heavenly reward.   

I do not believe that this is the type of message those retiring pastors and their 

families are expecting.  This truth, this reality, is not a bit like thank you for your amazing 

even sacrificial work, accept this lovely certificate suitable for framing – applause, ap-

plause – and depart into your well-deserved life of leisure.  My message will be more 

thank you for your amazing and even sacrificial work, here is a lovely certificate suitable 

for framing – applause, applause – so what are you going to do now? 

 I imagine saying, “Retirees, go ahead, take a deep breath or two.  You deserve a 

breather; but, how are you going to continue to serve God and be loyal to the church 

through your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your faithful witness to 

the world?  If you are to be faithful to your vows, you can’t leave.  We are counting on 

you to cheer us on and encourage us when we are weary.   We need you to share the  

                                            continued on pg. 2 

 Change a Child’s Story 
 

  Number of books given: 721 Hours of reading: 385 

Are you headed to college this fall?  If so the First United Methodist Church 

members who are going to attend college during the academic year 2016-2017 may apply 

for a scholarship of up to $1,000 through the Higher Education Ministry Team of FUMC.     
 

To apply, please send or e-mail a letter of application to Mary Elgar, 403 W. Courtland, Mt. 

Pleasant, IA 52641 or to marye@lisco.com   The letter of application should include appli-

cant’s past church activities, letters of recommendation from ministers, Sunday School 

teachers or youth group leaders and future plans.  

Applications are due by Friday, June 24.   

Check out the web site, li.cor.org, for a list of all the events and workshops. 
 

Equip yourself and your ministry team with practical ministry ideas for any context. 

 Speakers and Practitioners with innovative ideas 

 Nationally recognized speakers leading Pre-Institutes 

 More than 80 different ministry workshops 

Renew your passion and commitment to ministry leadership. 

 Connect and Learn from dynamic, visionary leaders 

 Experience powerful worship, prayer, keynotes, and encouragement 

 Fellowship with peers from across the country 

Inspire your congregation and community. 

 Create plans and concrete ideas for your congregation to reach new people 

 Cast vision for ideas to transform your community 

 Renew the church in its mission to making disciples of Jesus Christ 
 

Wednesday September 28-30.  We will leave September 27 in the afternoon and return evening of 

September 30th. If you are interested in going please let the office know.  Registration and motels 

will be arranged by the office as a group.  It is a wonderful experience.  Please consider attending. 

mailto:marye@lisco.com
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Continued from pg. 1  

wisdom that you have gained;  prevent us from wasting time and reinventing the wheel – 

especially, when it seems that we don’t want to listen.  We want you to stop us from bang-

ing our heads against walls that will not collapse and show us the ways to go over, under or 

around in order to achieve our, and, hopefully, God’s aims.  We are relying upon you to 

inspire us, to model for us how to serve when we are not being paid to do so, to be account-

able when there is no District Superintendent or Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

over our shoulders, and to show us the way to lasting faithfulness by your example, your 

witness, and your lasting love to Jesus.”   

I share this with you this month because my message is not just for clergy but for 

all who claim the name of Christian and have made promises to uphold the church and 

serve God now and forever.  Christian service, devotion to the reign of Christ and support 

of the ministry and mission of the church in a broken world and among and with needy 

people never, NEVER ends.  There is no excuse that holds water.  It doesn’t matter how 

young or how old you are.  It doesn’t count how long you did “it” before.  It isn’t important 

whether there are others who have not taken their turn.   

New believers look to you.  New believers model their lives after yours.  New be-

lievers are inspired and heartened by the example of your lives.  The paths of new believers 

are lit by the fire of your devotion and are sustained by your prayers.  When new believers 

are lost or confused, it is your footprints that lead them to greater belief and service.  It is 

the consistency and the longevity of your service that is a testimony that rings true.  

(Inspired by the anthem, “Find Us Faithful,” by Jon Mohr) 

Great retirement benefits, brothers and sisters, just not in this life.  Keep on keeping 

on.  You can and you must make a difference in someone’s life today. 
 

         Pastor Deborah Stowers                

EMMAUS WALK # 169 COMING TO 

IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY AND MT. 

PLEASANT FUMC  
 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a highly structured 3 day experience that is designed to strengthen 

and renew the faith of Christian people, and through them their families, and the world in 

which they live.  Emmaus is open to any denomination.  If interested in registering or want 

to know more, please contact Marlene Hill, Sally Kinney, or Ava Seibert.  Registration for 

the summer walk is now taking place.  

Walk Dates July 14 -17  for Men     Walk Dates July 28-31 for Women 

Project Wesley 
The Faith, Friends and Fellowship Sunday School Group invites you to join them in  

Project Wesley. On Saturday, July 16, they will be serving a spaghetti lunch to the resi-

dents of the Heidelburg Motel, Mt. Pleasant’s most transient location. There will be a col-

lection box in the Upper Fireside Room for soap, shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes. 

Cash donations can be left in the office for the purchase of gas cards and laundry cards. 

Volunteers are welcome to help that Saturday to perhaps share their faith, but more im-

portantly, just sit and be an attentive listener to their stories. For more information, contact 

Linda or Brian Enearl, Mark Kimzey, Mike Fitzpatrick or any member of the group.   

Meet our new members who joined May 22. 
 

Helen and Jim Snodgrass have lived in Mt Pleasant since 1974 

and have many friends in the community and the church.  They 

are both retired, Jim from the telephone company and Helen 

worked at a bank.  Jim enjoys fishing and hunting and Helen is 

a golfer although in later years they have not been able to 

spend as much time with their hobbies as they would like.  They have two sons, one lives 

in MN, and Dave and Barb, also members here, live in Mt Pleasant. In November they will 

celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary. 
 

Cindy Watson works at the Fellowship Cup and Wemiga Waste.  She grew up in the New 

London community, attended Iowa Wesleyan.  She lived in Chariton for 18 years.  Cindy 

loves sports and keeps busy with many activities.  She and her husband Curt have 3 sons 

and 5 grandchildren which help to keep her busy.  Cindy is a cancer survivor—past the 5 

year mark! She is active on the Nurture and Outreach Ministry Team and is in Patience 

UMW circle. 
 

Arin and Brian Jones have been sweethearts for many years!  They began dating in their 

early teen years and have now been married for 16 years with two daughters, Emma (14) 

and Macy (8). Arin works for the Extension Service.  She enjoys educational activities.  

Brain works for Pilot Grove bank. He is a baseball fan.  They both attended Iowa State 

University.  Brian is currently serving on the Generosity and Stewardship Ministry team. 
 

We welcome these beloved children of God to our family at First United Methodist 

Church.  
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Up to date as of May 23, 2016  

Please Pray For Healing and Support: 
 Luann Benge - Our newly appointed Associate Pastor 

 Traci Hardeman - Daughter of Doyle Dunn 

 Nancy - Carla McNamee’s mother 

 Jim Andrew 

 Jo Thornton 

 Helen Snodgrass 

 Sharri Fillinger - Niece of Joy Gillard 

 For peace in the Middle East and safety for the people bring displaced 

 Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers 

 Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo 

 Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman in the South Sudan 

 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world 

       The Family of Kenneth Hatch on his death Saturday,  

       May 14th.   His funeral was held here on Thursday,   

       May 19th.  
 

Mike and Anita Hampton and family on the death of Mike’s mother, Doris of Centerville, 

on Sunday, May 22.  

12 

Card Ministry  
 

Card Ministry continues to meet on the Second Friday of each month.  Please join us June 

10th at 10 a.m. to write notes, address envelopes, put stamps on, etc.  Touch a life with a 

card! 

Camping starts in June! 
 

Registration is now open for the Iowa 

UMC Camps of Wesley Woods, 

Okoboji and Pictured Rocks.  Go to 

www.iaumc.org/camps to see the many 

opportunities that are available.  The 

church will again offer to pay for 1/2 

of your child’s camping registration 

fee.  If you register on line please call 

the church office so we will have a list 

of those going. 

VBS for 2016 is June 13 - 16th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.    

Once again they will be visiting the Public Library, Oakland Mills 

Nature Center, East Lake Park and Saunders Park/Pool. They will be 

camping out on Thursday night.  Below is a list of items that are 

needed.  Can you help support VBS by donating an item or two?   
 

Items needed are:   

 Cookies 

 Terra cotta pots (variety of sizes, around 40) 

 Thread - bright colors 

 Tempera paints - bright colors 

 Name tags (2 packages) 

 Sponge brushes 

 Sunscreen 

 Bug spray 

Wesley Woods 

Indianola,  

Iowa 

Wesley Woods, will again have camping available here at FUMC.  There will be two 

overnight camps for 7-9 year olds and a day camp for 5-6 year olds.  The dates are July 10-

12 and July 13-15 for the 7-9 years olds.  July 13 for the day camp.  There are camp books 

available in the Narthex or call the church office. 



CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
April 30, 5:30 p.m.                            32 

May 1, 9:00 a.m.     142 

May 1, 11:15 a.m.       10 

Total:     184 
 

May 7,  5:30 p.m.       38 

May 8,  9:00 a.m.      124 

May 8, 11:15 a.m.        8 

Total:        170     
 

May 14,  5:30 p.m.       28                                 

May 15,  9:00 a.m.      142   

May 15, 11:15 a.m.         5        

Total:     175 
 

May 21,  5:30 p.m.        38         

May 22,  9:00 a.m.                  120  

Total:                  158 
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Laity 

Growing Spiritually 

Ministering to others 

BUDGET NEWS 
April 2016 

Current Budget 

Beginning Balance    $        5,107.81 

Income:     

  Pledges/Giving                            31,767.89  

       Other Income                1,102.50 

ACH for Mission           670.00 

Total Income                          $       33,540.39 

Expenses:                    (24,361.77) 

Liability Difference             (3,055.16) 

Ending Balance          $      11,231.27  

Liabilities:  

   Withholdings      $        (1,318.51)

Funds Available:                  $        9,912.73 

 

   Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance    $        3,310.51  

Received                       3,841.70 

Disbursements:                               (5,185.00) 

        $         1,967.21 

MISSION MOMENTS  

The Mission Ministry Team is working on three local projects. 

  

  Summer Sacks: Still needed … delivery volunteers.   

  Please call the  church office. 

 
 

      Layette Kits: Monetary contributions of  

      $22 per layette would be appreciated.    

 

 

    

    

 

School Kits:  

 

We will begin purchasing and putting together in July. 
 

September 11 has been designated as Compassion Sunday … watch for details. 

Be God’s 

Joan Rodgers 

Director of Lay Ministries  

A new adventure!  In June I am part of a small mission trip to South Dakota. We will be at 

“Tree of Life” (treeofliferelief.org) a relief agency on the Rosebud Reservation. The agen-

cy is sponsored by the Dakotas Conference of the United Methodist Church.  We will host 

a VBS experience for local children-mostly of the Lakota (Sioux) Indians.  There are many 

unknowns as we plan and pack (such as how many children might come, what ages, the 

weather, what the “tent” for our lessons will be like, etc.).  But the biggest adventure for 

me is when they said we may have children who have never heard of God or Jesus!  Now I 

have been involved in many church activities over the years with children, but I do not 

know that I have ever taught children who have no background at all.  (Guess that is what 

living in southeast Iowa, protected and naive to the world does—isn’t it great? It is my fa-

vorite place on earth) 

I am not backing from the adventure at all, but this has made me stop and think deeply.  

How do we present the bible stories—the Good Shepherd, Feeding the 5000, the Sower 

and the Prodigal Son to a child who has no background with church, the bible, God or Je-

sus?   

I do not have an answer yet; it would be easy to worry excessively about this mission trip, 

but thanks to a book study I am feeling peaceful about it. We are discussing the book 

“Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World” by Joanna Weaver. We learned that instead of 

worrying, pray. Well that isn’t a new concept!  Joanna Weaver says “If my God isn’t big-

ger than life, then my life is bigger than God—and that’s when anxiety takes over.”   Oh, 

that makes me think a little more about worry and prayer!  Maybe when I have prayed I 

have kept right on worrying too. Applying the examples she shares in the book I decided 

instead of worrying about how I can teach these children about God, I am simply praying 

for the children.  I know God will handle the rest.  And I now have peace about the time 

with the children!  

I am trying this technique any time I find myself worrying. It is praying about the situation 

but with a different focus than “the worry.”  I am finding it very helpful.  Try the technique 

if you are worried about something! And if you would, support our mission team with 

prayer?  And would anyone like to have a study here with Joanna Weaver’s book?  

P.S. We are trying to fill the back of a pickup with 

new and slightly used shoes for Tree of Life.  The 

agency said this is one thing they always run short on.  

If you would like to donate just drop them in my of-

fice.  We will take all sizes, men’s, women’s, and 

children’s but we hope to have the largest number of 

children’s shoes  
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John Liechty 

Jodi Wilson 
 

2 

Nancy Hackett 

Bryce Miller 
 

3 

Shirley Booth 

Lauri Buckert 

Jennifer Tewell 

Jolynn Wettach 
 

4 

Lexi Brown 

Lily Cordes 

Jane LaMore 
 

5 
 

6 

Kimberly Sorrels 
 

7 

Melinda Huisinga 

Becky Johnson 
 

8 

Nik Coble 

Melissa Peiffer 

Kathy Rauenbuehler 
 

 

9 

Kim Evans 

Delpha Wallingford 
 

10 

Carol Butterbrodt 

Jeff Johnson 

Joanna Sourwine 
 

11 

Ted Klopfenstein 

Karol Shaffer 

Marlys Turbett 
 

12 

Amy Buckert 

Michael Gardner 

Mark Kinney 

Sydni Wilson 
 

13 

Joanne McCabe 
 

14 

Liam Christner 

Shelly Doak 

Allison Elmore 

Jacob Mallams 
 

15 

Christopher Mallams 

 

16 

      Jeff Cole 

Viengvilai  

          Keomoanivong 

Jeanette Michelson 

Susan Sammons 
 

17 

Lee McWilliams 

Gaila Oshwald 

Gwen Peterson 

Sidney Taylor 
 

18 

Reese Coffman 

Marjorie McKim 

Ann Noel 
 

19  

Jeff Lees 

Lynn Riley 

Jack  

    Schimmelpfennig 

Laura Shaffer 
 

20 

Mara Hobbs 

Matt  

   Schimmelpfennig 
 

21 

Lucy Dingman 
 

22 

Ryan Borders 

Cam Gardner 

Michele Peterson 
 

23 

Carol Dustman 

DeAnn Harp 

Lisa LeFever 
 

24 

Chuck Allen 

Zella Challen 

Paul Dennison 

Kayden Kinney 

Brooke McClellan 

Jennifer Rode 

Wanda Roth 
 

 25 

Michael Borders 

Joyce Hanks 

Lindsay Kauffman 

Jeff Rauenbuehler 

Grace Sammons 

Violet Stafford 
 

26 

Richard McCabe 

Serie Welcher 
 

27 

Donovan Arledge 

Iola Batey 

Jordyn Dingman 

Amy Franz 

Ashley Lohmann 

Jim Miller 

Jeff Wick 
 

28 

Laura Beattie 

Rebecca Kauffman 
 

29 

Megan Griffen 

Betty Miller 
 

30 

JoAnn Corell 
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Knots of Love Ministry 
The first Thursday morning of the month you will find members of Knots of Love gathered 

and quietly working on prayer shawls.  If you listen you will hear the needles clicking or the 

soft sounds of counting stitches. 
 

A variety of patterns and colors of yarn are used but one thing is constant, the love that goes 

into each shawl.  If you have received a shawl you are aware that its length is the same as 

arms outstretched, fingertip to fingertip so that when the shawl is wrapped around your shoul-

ders it is a hug. 
 

The first shawl was given in 2007.  Our Prayer Shawl Ministry has given over 250 shawls to 

help in times of sorrow, share and rejoice in happy times, as well as show healing concern.  In 

addition to the shawls, warm scarves are sent to college freshman in December to remind 

them of the care of their home church. 
 

Knot of Love is self funded.  If you wish to help with the ministry, monetary donations to aid 

in the purchase of bags, cards and yarn are appreciated. 

 

You are invited to be a part of our Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Knots of Love welcomes you and 

invites you to bring your knitting needles or crochet hook, to help us to deliver our shawls, or 

to simply come to be with us as we prayerfully create our gifts. 



We want to thank everyone for the prayers, cards, and visits during this difficult time.  It’s 

truly a blessing to be part of this wonderful and caring church. 

         The family of Wendell Kinney 
 

A big thank you to my church family for all the visits, cards, flowers and food during my 

hospital stay and since returning home.  Your many kindness will always be remembered. 

God is good!           Mary Mitchell 
 

I wish to thank everyone for the prayers, cards, and phone calls.  Thank to Pastor Deb for 

her visit while I was in the hospital.  God bless you.    Kenneth Barr 
 

Thank you so much for thinking of me during finials week!  I appreciate the Subway card 

that I received in the mail!  It’s so nice to have such a big support system back home.  Hope 

to see you all soon.        Kelsey Smith 
 

Thank you to Marlin and Eva Ford for their service at the 11:15 a.m. service.  They were the 

ushers, greeters, and anything else that Pastor Deb needed done.  Thank You!! 
 

Thank you to each one for thoughts, prayers, visits, calls, cards and for any way that you 

expressed your sympathy when our son Jerry died.  We appreciate the love and caring of the 

church.                Bob and Violet Stafford 
 

The Pleasant Hearts Emmaus Reunion group wishes to thank the members of FUMC who 

so generously supported the May 15 pancake breakfast.  Your support again was above and 

beyond anything we expected! 
 

We look to the July walks with great anticipation for spiritual renewal for many.  Ava 

Seibert, web site contact, or any reunion group member would be happy to sponsor any one 

interested in attending.  Dates for walks are JULY 14-17, men's, and JULY 28-31, women's. 

You are invited to the Sanctuary June 2nd,  from noon to 1 p.m. to 

pray and receive Holy Communion.  This is a quiet time with God 

removed from the world’s activities.  There is a list of prayer con-

cerns, there are scriptures and prayers you can read, there are candles 

to light and Pastor Deb serves communion when you are ready. Come 

and go during the hour as you feel led.  Please note the change of 

place while the Chapel is under repair. 

 

Communion in June will be on June 11th and 12th.  Pastor Deb will 

be at Annual Conference on June 3rd through June 6th. 
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Love Circle - June 16th  Fellowship Hall 

Friendship Circle - No Meeting 

Grace Circle - No Meeting 

Patience Circle - June 18th  Kitchen 
 

FYI:  UMW has begun thinking about the fall rummage sale.  In addition to gently used 

items and bake sale items, we are expanding this year.  We would like to have a craft table 

for your handmade items (such as woodworking projects, needlework, etc.) and a table for 

collectibles.  Please keep us in mind when you do your spring and summer cleaning. 
 

June Bible Verse:  Psalm 25:4 “Make me to know your way, O Lord; teach me your paths.” 
 

If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women, or join a circle, call Joyce 

Miller at 385-7037. 

 Do you like to take pictures?  If YES, then you are   

 the one we are looking for!  There are many opportunities to   

 use your camera here at FUMC to record the events (funny     

 ones, serious ones and who knows what kind) so they may be    

 posted to our Web site, on Facebook, and for our history books.    

 Please call the church office (385-1740) if this a project that you 

can help us with.      

The Welcome for Pastor Luann will be held on Sunday, July 24
th

, at the TTT 
Shelter house in Saunders Park.  10:00 a.m. worship followed by a potluck 
dinner and games.  Watch for more information! 



26th - Sunday       

 9:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
   

27th - Monday  

 5:00 p.m. - Worship   Rm. 109 

28th  - Tuesday 

 6:30 p.m. - Ad Council  Rm. 9-11 

 7:00 p.m. - Acapella 
 

29th - Wednesday  
 

30th - Thursday   

 

1st - Wednesday 

 6:00 p.m. - PEO   F. Hall 
 

2nd - Thursday 

12:00 p.m. - Prayer and Communion 
  

3rd - Friday  ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

           BEGINS  
 

4th - Saturday 

 5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
 

5th - Sunday  

 9:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

6th - Monday  ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

  ENDS 
 

7th - Tuesday 

10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion 

  5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach   Rm. 7 

  6:00 p.m. - SPPRC  Rm. 109 
 

8th - Wednesday 
 

9th - Thursday 
 

10th - Friday 

 10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry 

    Wedding Rehearsal 

11th - Saturday 

    Wedding 

 5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
 

12th - Sunday  (Noisy Offering) 

 9:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

13th  - Monday 

 9:00 a.m. - Vacation Bible School 
10:30 a.m. - Staff 

 5:00 p.m.  - Change a Child’s Story  F. Hall 
 

14th - Tuesday 

  9:00 p.m. - Vacation Bible School  

  5:30 p.m. - Missions    Rm. 109 

  6:30 p.m. - Trustees     Rm. 7 

  7:00 p.m. - TTT in Fellowship Hall 
 

15th - Wednesday 

 9:00 a.m. - Vacation Bible School 
 

16th - Thursday  

 8:00 a.m. - Knots of Love   Rm. 109 

 2:00 p.m. - Vacation Bible School 

 5:00 p.m. - Camp Fellowship  TTT Shelter 

        At Saunders Park 
 

17th  - Friday 

 4:00 p.m. - Girls Scout lock –in 
 

18th  - Saturday   

 9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle    Kitchen 

 5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship 
 

19th - Sunday    

 9:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

20th - Monday 

10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting  

  3:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship 

  6:00 p.m. - Finance  Rm. 9-11 
 

21st - Tuesday     

  6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed   Rm. 109  

  7:00 p.m. - NAMI  Rm. 9-11 
 

22nd - Wednesday  
 

23rd - Thursday   

 MESSENGER DEADLINE  
 

24th - Friday 
 

25th  - Saturday 

 5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship 
 

  A Feast of Food 

   and Fellowship   
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Starting July 1st, our new Associate Pastor will be Pastor Luann 

Benge who has been serving the Bethel UMC in Sigourney, Iowa, for the past four years.  

Pastor Benge’s husband, Carl, has been appointed to the United Methodist Church in 

Morning Sun where the family will live.  Pastors Luann and Carl have two daughters, Sara, 

age 11 and Lydia, age 9.  I, Pastor Deb, have been encouraging you to write notes of wel-

come and introduction to Pastor Luann; but, I suspect that Sara and Lydia would love to 

receive a welcoming note as well.   
 Pastor Luann will be appointed to serve the folks in our area through the 1st United 

Methodist Church ¾ time.  Pastor Luann will use the rest of her time to pursue her Master 

of Divinity degree through Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky – which is of benefit 

to all of us. 

 Please join us in welcoming Pastor Benge to our family.  Please join in the Inten-

tional Prayer Challenge.   

JUNE EVENTSJUNE EVENTSJUNE EVENTS   

Do you need a shower, wedding 

or graduation gift? 

One of the First United Methodist 

Women Cookbooks is a great 

gift.  Stop in the church office 

and pick one up for $13. 


