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The MESSENGER
Information for the July
Messenger is due Thursday, June 22nd
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Linda Enearl, Office Assistant
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Chuck Ring, Custodian
Robert Luth, Custodian (5/30/17)

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Sisters and Brothers,

Project Wesley

Evidence of the upcoming holiday, Memorial Day, is all over: flowers
and wreaths are seemingly in every store. Yesterday, I observed a shopper’s
cart almost overflowing with bouquets destined for the graves of loved ones –
to decorate the graves of family members. Decorate – Decoration Day – that
is what my grandmother called Memorial Day. My growing up family was a
small one, only my grandmother, mother and I; so there was only one grave in
our family.
There was, though, quite a ritual in our household as Decoration Day
approached. We cleaned and repainted the heavy, cast-iron urn, selected of the
requisite plants (3 geraniums, 3 dusty millers, 3 ivy plants, 3 marigolds, and
one sticker), arranged the plants in the shiny, refurbished urn and lugged water
from a distant tap. I remember that I often lobbied for different and more exotic plants for the urn but my grandmother was insistent on her choices. I also
remember that during this extended Decoration Day ritual stories were shared
about the lives of our loved ones – those who had passed away and those who
were yet living. We recalled lives and we made memories.
I moved away from my home in Western Pennsylvania after I married;
so, participation in the family ritual became sporadic and then impossible.
Even though, it has been a long time since I entered into my family’s Decoration Day ritual; I have adopted my own Decoration Day ritual.
My ritual involves memories and instead of decorating the gravestone, I
“decorate” my life with the lessons and the love that have been handed down
to me. A few examples: I remember stories of my grandfather who even
though he was exhausted from work made time to pay loving attention to his
youngest daughter, my mother, who was absolutely smitten with him, her father. I remember my grandmother who was the head cook of a junior high
school. Grammy thought hamburgers were junk but she realized that the kids
loved them. To satisfy her thoughts and the wishes of the students, she compromised by agreeing to serve hamburgers only when she was able to make
and bake hamburger buns from scratch. (This involved getting up at 4:30 in the
morning in order to have hamburger buns for 600 students and staff ready by
noontime.) I remember my mother who literally lived her life for me and believed in me. Mom told me, “There is nothing that you cannot do when you
put your mind to it.” I remember my husband, Ted’s, willingness to follow
God’s call regardless of the personal cost.
Continued on pg. 2
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On June 24 at 12:00 we will be serving a meal to the residence of
The Heidelburg Motel, a transitional home to many of our areas
transient residents. We will be taking many different
brochures that offer them any assistance they need to help get
their life in order such as, addiction counselling, programs available at the Fellowship Cup, how to quit smoking, etc. During the
month of June we will be collecting donations of cash or items that
can be useful to this group of people. We have included a list of acceptable items below. With the cash collected we will be purchasing gift cards for such items as laundry,
gas, food, clothing, etc. These will be given out to the individuals and families after the
meal. A church member has volunteered her time to give free haircuts! We also will be
taking several age specific sets of Bibles to hand out and also Change-a-Child’s Story is
donating a book to each child. We would love to hear from you if you have any talent
or skill to bring along! Are you good with making balloon animals? How about reading to a group of kids or providing a fun game to play. We would love for this to turn
into a picnic of fun and fellowship! We hope we will see you there!!
If you would like to help in any way please contact Linda Enearl either through the
church office or at her number (319)385-1983.
Items needed: Shampoo/conditioner
Razors/Shave Cream
Card or Board games

Deodorant
Feminine hygiene products
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Please join us for Holy Communion on June 1st from
noon to 1:00 p.m. This is a time to retreat to a quiet
place and lift up your prayers and concerns to God.
There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann
will serve you.

Church Custodian Update
We thank Chuck Ring for his twenty-two years of loyal service to our church as our
custodian and wish him well in his retirement. We also thank him for offering to
stay on until the end of this month until our new custodian, Robert Luth, is able to
start on Tuesday, May 30.
Robert has currently been working for a cleaning service and performing janitorial
duties at Century Link and Alliant Energy offices in Fort Madison, Keokuk and Burlington. He looks forward to working with our church on a full-time basis and particularly not having to commute to three other communities from Farmington, where
he currently lives. Please join us in welcoming Robert to our church staff.

Continued from pg. 1

On Decoration Day, I allow these stories and memories to come into my mind
and the memories of these peoples’ lives to teach and to influence my life. I
try to be kind as my grandfather was kind, strong as my grandmother was
strong and self-sacrificing as my mother was. I try to achieve the passion of
my husband’s faith. I adorn my life with their virtues. I gratefully accept their
legacy and resolve to do all that I can to pass those bequests on to others.
There is another whose life and lessons I remember and whose legacy
I have received that I try to decorate my life with every day not simply one
day a year, and that life is Jesus’. The best that I can do, what we can and
should do, is remember and be changed by the life of Jesus and his sacrifice.
“When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you
are in me, and I am in you.” (NLT – John 14:20)
Pastor Deb

Missions
The Easter offering of $2,222 has been sent to The Mission Society for Drs. Lynn and
Sharon Fogelman who are working in a Uganda hospital.

SPRC Ministry Team

Heifer Project offering of $385 has been sent on to the Heifer Project to help purchase
chicks and other animals for families around the world.

Card Ministry is a small but very appreciated
way to brighten a shut-in’s day. By the responses
we get back it means so much to folks to know the church is
thinking of them. We will be sending cards to make those
kinds of feelings happen at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, June 9th, in
room 109. Please join us to address cards and to pray for those we are sending cards
to. If you know someone who could use a cheery note and card let the church office
know, 385-1740.
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There is still time to bring items for the Food Bank at the Fellowship Cup. The
pantry needs are: Canned meat, canned fruit, complete boxed meals, cereal and hygiene
products. If you would like to donate cash instead, the Fellowship Cup can buy more for
your $1 at their suppliers, than we can at the local store.
We will be helping with the Summer Sacks program the 3rd week of June and the 2nd
week of August. Mark your calendar and reserve the dates to help. Sign up sheets are on
the table in the Upper Fireside room or call the church office to sign up. The items they
need for this is program are: Ziplock bags (sandwich and snack size), brown paper lunch
bags, and 100% fruit juice boxes or pouches.
2

Continued from pg. 4

Please Pray For Healing and Support












Up to date as of May 24, 2017

Nancy Pross - Daughter of Roger and Debbie Graber
Jerry Bradley
Dennis Nellor
Dick Corell
Pastor Deb and her father, Robert McBride
Cory - Brother-in-law of John Rode
Sharri Fillinger
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

the answers to those questions, I find even more questions. Even so, I know without a
doubt that I am on the path God has carved out for me, and even though some days can feel
overwhelming, I still press on toward the goal, which God has given to me. I do this because I know that no matter what the day holds, it is God who holds me, and what might
seem impossible for me, is possible with God (Luke 18:27). And, completing the work that
is before me, such as this first year of seminary, gives me a great sense of accomplishment.
Do you have work to do for God? Allow God to sustain you and equip you; then, get busy!
You will have a wonderful sense of accomplishment if you press on toward that goal!
Blessings and peace,

Pastor Luann

MISSION TRIP
THANK YOU

La lad Phanthouvong and family on the death of husband
& father, George, on Saturday, April 29th.

There are times when the workload of
seminary is quite heavy and very challenging. There are
times when it seems I have more questions than answers,
and while searching for

Al and Melinda Huisinga on the death of Al’s uncle, Alfred Huisinga.
Scott Ausburger and family on the death of Scott’s father, Richard, on Wednesday, May 3rd.
Roger Graber and family on the death of Roger’s sister-in-law, Juanita Graber.

CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY
What a difference Change a Child’s Story is making in
Mt. Pleasant. Children are reading and learning!!
th

As of May17 , we have given out 1,725 new books since June 2016 and
have read to or listened to children read for 204 3/4 hours so far in 2017.
And .... “WE ARE NOT DONE YET!!”
We will be reading and listening again starting in September.
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On behalf of all of those involved with mission trip
to St. Louis, I would like to say THANK YOU to each and
every one, who so lovingly supported us with your resources, your prayers, your encouragement, and your gifts. This trip could not happen without each one of you. Being missional
takes a community of believers, working together for the good of another. That’s what you
have done! You have reached beyond yourselves and you have touched the lives of others,
and you are changing lives. Thank you again for all of your support. It is so appreciated,
and I am very grateful to you all.
Blessings,
Pastor Luann
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Reece Coffman
Marj McKim
Ann Noel
19
Jeff Lees
Lynn Riley
Jackson
Schimmelpfennig
Laura Shaffer

3
Shirley Booth
Lauri Buckert
Jennifer Tewell
Jodi Wettach
4
5
6
7
Melinda Huisinga
Becky Johnson
Tryson Oliver
8
Nick Coble
Melissa Peiffer
Kathy Rauenbuehler
9
Kim Evans
Delpha Wallingford
10
Carol Butterbrodt
Jeff Johnson
Joanne Sourwine

21
Lucy Dingman

12
Amy Buckert
Michael Gardner
Mark Kinney
Sydni Wilson

30
JoAnn Corell
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Ryan Borders
Cam Gardner
Michele Peterson

13
Joanne McCabe
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Carol Dustman
DeAnn Harp
Lisa LeFever

14
Liam Christner
Shelley Doak
Allison Elmore
Jacob Mallams
15
Chris Mallams
16
Jeff Cole
Viengvilai
Keomanivong
Viengsamai McCarty
Jeanette Michelson
Susan Sammons
17
Leland McWilliams
Gaila Oschwald
Gwen Peterson
Sidney Taylor

29
Megan Griffen
Betty Miller

24
Chuck Allen
Zella Challen
Paul Dennison
Kayden Kinney
Brooke McClellan
Jennifer Rode
Wanda Roth
25
Mike Borders
Joyce Hanks
Jeff Rauenbuehler
Grace Sammons
Violet Stafford
26
Richard McCabe
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Mara Hobbs
Matthew
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Ted Klopfenstein
Karol Shaffer
Marlys Turbett
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Donnie Arledge
Iola Beatty
Jordyn Dingman
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Laura Beattie
Becky Kauffman
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From
Pastor Luann
Have you done something recently that
brought you a sense of accomplishment? Maybe
you finally finished a project that you have been
working on for quite some time, or maybe you
finally read that book you’ve been wanting to
read. Whatever the task, you have a great sense
of achievement and accomplishment for having
done it. I am experiencing just such a moment as
I have officially completed my first full year of
seminary, and what a year it has been!
Throughout this past year, I have taken
many classes through Asbury Theological Seminary, and I have learned more than I could
have imagined. I have studied in the middle of airports, taken midterm exams in hotel
rooms, and have learned to navigate the backroads of Kentucky. I have been stretched and
challenged by the teachings from my professors, encouraged by my fellow seminary students, and supported by my family and all of you. I have also been spiritually fed and nourished as I have sat in classes on campus, had meetings with classmates via Skype and completed work in the online classroom. It has been an incredible year and I have such a feeling
of accomplishment, even though I still have a few years of seminary work ahead of me.
When I think about the amount of seminary work that still lies ahead of me, it would
be easy to allow it to overwhelm me. Even though I have come a long way in the past year
as far as my studies, I still have a way to go before I will have completed my program at
Asbury. Do you ever find that you become overwhelmed or anxious when thinking about
something that lies before you? It can be easy to do. We are human, and we can become
overwhelmed at times.
This past week I was reading the book of Philippians. Even though I have read this
book numerous times, I love how it speaks to my heart, as though I am reading it for the
very first time, with new eyes.
One of my favorite passages in that book is Philippians 3:14, which states, “I press
on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” Of course,
Paul was speaking of a heavenly nature in this passage, but this passage also speaks to me
in regards to my seminary studies.
There are times when the workload of seminary is quite heavy and very challenging.
There are times when it seems I have more questions than answers, and while searching for
4

Continued on pg. 12

Update from Sharon and Lynn Fogleman ~ April 2017
The Lord is leading the Foglemans on a new journey! The challenges and unrest continue
in South Sudan, and they are unable to return to Yei, their location at the time of their July,
2016 emergency evacuation. More than 700,000 South Sudanese refugees have fled to
northern Uganda because of this violence.
In January 2017 the Foglemans flew to Arua, Uganda to explore options for serving these
refugees. There they met with Medical Teams International (MTI) and witnessed the efforts
to welcome the families (mostly women and children) into the settlement camps by UNHCR
(United Nations High Commission on Relief) and other partners.
While waiting for their MTI paperwork approval, the Foglemans responded to an urgent request from the Maua Methodist Hospital in Kenya to help during a National Doctor’s Strike.
They had served the Maua Hospital from 1987 to 1997, and were able to spend time with
friends and their son Mark and his family who work in Nyahururu, Kenya.
March 14, 2017 they returned to Moyo, Uganda and await Medical License and Work Permit approval. During this transition, they have been led by God to volunteer at the Moyo
District Hospital, a referral facility for the thousands of refugees settled in nearby camps.
From Yei, South Sudan to Kenya to Moyo, Uganda, the Foglemans feel they have come full
circle – and just 8 km from the South Sudanese border! Unable to cross into the country
they were called to serve, they are able to serve the people they have come to love.
God has been so faithful to the Foglemans in the midst of transition, and they ask that we
join them in praying for South Sudan and the struggling refugees.
First UMC Missions Committee
(Sharon Goodwin Fogleman is a former resident of Mt. Pleasant.)

Congratulations to FUMC
Mt. Pleasant High School Grads
Alyvia Anderson
Harrison Enearl
Reece McNamee
Kirsten Smith
Cameryn Styron

Samantha Doak
Abbie Liechty
Lauren Schlagel
Kylie Sourwine

Higher Education Scholarship Recipients Named
Members of the Higher Education committee interviewed two candidates for the $1,000
First United Methodist Church Scholarships. Kirsten Smith and Reece McNamee were
awarded FUMC Scholarships for academic year 2017-2018.
Kirsten is the daughter of Jason and Debbie Smith. She was baptized and confirmed at
FUMC. She has participated in Sunday School, Bible School, Youth Group and Old
Threshers. She plans to attend Iowa State where she will major in Kinesiology & Health.
Reece is the son of Rich and Carla McNamee. He also was baptized and confirmed at
FUMC. He, too, has participated in Sunday School, Bible School, Youth Group and Old
Threshers. He plans to attend Kirkwood Community College where he will major in Agricultural Business.
We wish these two young people the best as they pursue their college education. We look
forward to seeing them at Old Threshers and church.

SPRC Ministry Team has also awarded scholarships from the Endowment Fund to Kris-

Memorial Sunday Service

The Sunday of Memorial Weekend offers an opportunity
for all to light a candle in memory of a loved one.
That’s Sunday, May 28th at 10:00 am.
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tina Roth who will be attending seminary at Perkins this fall and Pastor Luann for her continuing studies at Asbury Seminary. We wish them both well in their seminary studies.

If you have a College Graduate please let the office know.
Congratulations to Linzie Hood, Kelsey Smith, and Shael Styron graduated this
month.
10

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 10-13

New Ministry for Congregational Members
Beginning this fall to better serve our congregational community we will be rolling out a
new ministry, one which will revitalize our entire membership. As you know, our facility is
utilized for many functions besides worship. Many of those functions, particularly in the
case of funerals, require the preparation of a reception or meal. There are fewer and fewer
church persons available to assure a pleasant experience to those who ask for our services.
As part of our outreach ministry not only to outside groups but for our members as well
(funerals, receptions, etc.) we will be assigning every family in the entire church membership to one month of the year. Each monthly team will be headed by three ‘team leaders'.
When a need arises during that month, the church office will call one of the team leaders
who will then turn to those members assigned to their month to meet the need whether it be
for kitchen duty, food donation, or other possible host services. Our hope is that the congregational family will look at this assignment as a 'service month' and willingly serve if called
upon. Of course, members can opt out if they are called and serving this time is not convenient for them. This process not only meets the immediate need of serving those groups utilizing our facilities, but also provides opportunity for members to get involved and acquainted with one another and serve as a means of congregational revitalization.
The first step in rolling out this ministry is to name the team leaders for each month. Calling for leaders will begin in the next few days, so if you are called, we hope you say yes.
Assigning the rest of the membership to a 'service month' will begin once the leaders are in
place. Remember, assignments are only for a month a year, so you're not signing up for a
forever responsibility! Involving all members will make lighter work for all. We hope you
will embrace this opportunity to serve in a most necessary outreach ministry. Thanks in advance!!
Pat Coe
Liz Garrels
Marlene Hill

Melinda Huisinga
Jane Nyswonger
Karol Shaffer

Joyce Dennison
Anita Hampton
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Sally Kinney
Jean Reschly

Current Kindergarten-5th graders

9am – 3pm (Monday-Wednesday)
2pm – 6pm Thursday
(pool day & cookout)
ALL members of congregation are invited to the cookout.
After meal, current 3rd-5th graders will have a campout at Old
Threshers Campground.
We will be traveling to a different location each day. Bring a
sack lunch.

NEW THIS YEAR!

Current 2 year olds-Preschoolers
9am-11am Fellowship Hall (more details to come!)
BUDGET NEWS

April 2017—Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
2,395.92
Income:
Pledges/Giving
31,508.72
Other Income
6,312.47
ACH for Mission
735.84
Total Income
$
38,557.03
Expenses:
(31,565.44)
Liability Difference
(879.45)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

April 29 5:30 p.m.
April 30, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

29
154
183

May 6, 5:30 p.m.
May 7, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

34
114
148

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

8,508.06

$
$

May 13, 5:30 p.m.
May 14, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

28
125
153

( 1,998.32)

Funds Available:

$

6,510.40

May 20, 5:30 p.m.
May 21, 10:00 pm
Total:

32
127
159

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

5,410.91
6,273.47
(5,133.34)

$

6,551.04
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1st - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
2nd - Friday
3rd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
4th - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
5th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm 109
6th - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
2:00 p.m. - Staff
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
7th - Wednesday
8th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
9th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
10th - Saturday ANNUAL CONF. STARTS
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
11th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
10:00 a.m. - Worship
12th - Monday ANNUAL CONF. ENDS
13th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella Sanctuary
14th - Wednesday
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4:00 p.m. - Memorial Committee Meeting
15th - Thursday
16th - Friday
17th - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
18th - Sunday Peace with Justice Offering
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
19th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109
3:00 p.m. - Sub Team Generosity/Stewardship
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
20th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
21st - Wednesday
22nd - Thursday MESSENGER DEADLINE
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle
23rd - Friday
24th - Saturday
PROJECT WESLEY AT HEIDELBURG
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
25th - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship
26th - Monday
27th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
28th - Wednesday
29th - Thursday
30th - Friday

I thank our church and all who
sent prayers, cards, calls and
other remembrances at my
brothers passing. Thank you
all. Richard Tolander
Thank you for providing great
space for Acapella to practice
on Tuesday nights! We
appreciate your generosity and love of the blessing of music! Acapella
Thank you for your kind thoughts, prayers, cards and beautiful prayer shawl. It means a lot
knowing so many people are thinking of me during this time. A special thank you to Pastor
Deb and Pastor Luann for visiting me in the hospital. Blessings, Dick Corell
Thank you for the use of the Fellowship Hall to hold our annual Volunteer Appreciation
event. We appreciate your support. Machelle, Volunteer Coordinator HCI Hospice Care
FUMC Family, Thank you so much for the nice letter and subway gift card that I received
during finals week. I love getting to use those as a way to take a study break! I graduated
from Iowa State this past weekend with a degree in Child, Adult, and Family Services. It’s
crazy how fast time flies. Thank you all for your continual support. It means so much.
Love always, Kelsey Smith
The family of Beverly Garrels would like to thank you for your many prayers, cards and
memorial donations given in her honor. All were deeply appreciated.
Becky Kauffman
__________________________________________________________________________

The special theme for this summer will be
Methodism 101, “The Wesleyan Movement”. It
will start in June after Annual Conference and cover: The
People, The Policies, and The Passion. Full of Grace and
Gratitude. Join the Methodist Connexion. Beings the
weekend of June 18th with “Opening the Family Album The Wesley Family”
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