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The MESSENGER
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Linda Enearl, Office Assistant
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

See Pastor Luann’s article on the
FUMC Mission Trip to St. Louis - Page 4

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Family in Christ,
Firstly, I want to thank you for your prayers and support. I have always been sustained by and grateful for your kindness and love; but, no more so than these last several
weeks as I learned of my father’s declining health and, then, his death. Thank you for the
many, many cards I received; so many comforting words touched and soothed my heart.
You didn’t know my father; but, I’d love to share a bit about him and his life with you.
May I? Thank you. (The ability to share when someone you love passes from this life to
the next is also a gift.)
My father, Robert William Jellison, was born on January 15th, 1922 to Marie and
Ralph Jellison. The joy that might have followed his birth was shattered by the death of his
mother in childbirth. Dad’s maternal grandmother, Ida Mae, took him into her home, raised
and gave him her name, McBride. In time, dad’s father, Ralph, married again and created
another family that gave dad three half-sisters, Pat, Nancy and Betty.
My father and Ida, his mother/grandmother, attended the 3rd United Presbyterian
Church where dad told me that the minister preached hell-fire and brimstone sermons which
kept dad out of trouble until about Thursday when he became mischievous and he needed to
get the devil scared out of him once again. My father played the drums and was in the high
school marching band as well as the American Legion Honor band which played in a Macy’s Parade in New York and won!
Dad and mom met in high school and married as the United States was entering
World War II. Dad enlisted in the United States Navy and served state-side as an aircraft
mechanic and was trained to be a fireman. My father told me assignments were made by
numbering off and that no matter how hard he tired or where in line he stood, he was always
the man nearest to the fire holding the nozzle of the immense hose
Dad and mom’s marriage weathered several miscarriages, the birth of one healthy
child (me) and the birth of my sister, Susan Jane, who died 3 days after her birth. The marriage did not survive that blow.
When dad left, he made his home in the Washington, D.C. area and worked at what
he did best – selling cars and telling stories. Dad told me that he often worked Sundays at
the dealership so other salesmen could be home with their families. The dealership was on
the route that the Secret Service would use to drive President John F. Kennedy to church.
As the entourage passed, dad would stand and call out, “Hey, Jack!” Some weeks later,
Mrs. Kennedy’s car stopped and agents called dad over. Mrs. Kennedy asked dad if he really called the president, “Jack.” Dad, without a hint of hesitation, told Jackie that he did and
she drove away shaking her head and chuckling.
From time to time, dad and I would be able to be together. In the nineteen-sixties,
dad and I were driving in Virginia and had stopped at a restaurant. When the bill came, dad
asked the waitress if they gave discounts to Civil War veterans. The waitress said she didn’t know and that she would ask her manager. When the manager came to table and asked
dad to repeat what he had said, dad did and added, “If you don’t believe me, ask my mother!”
Continued on pg. 2
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CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY
What a difference Change a Child’s Story is making in
Mt. Pleasant. Children are reading and learning!!
As of May17th, we have given out 1,725 new books since June 2016 and
have read to or listened to children read for 204 3/4 hours so far in 2017.
And .... “WE ARE NOT DONE YET!!”
We will be reading and listening again starting in September.
Don’t forget that Noisy Offerings go towards purchasing more books this year.

BUDGET NEWS

May 2017—Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
8,508.06
Income:
Pledges/Giving
23,938.25
Other Income
7.50
ACH for Mission
698.33
Total Income
$
24,644.08
Expenses:
(29,367.68)
Liability Difference
2,991.38

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

May 27 5:30 p.m.
May 28, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

30
141
171

June 3,
June 4,
Total:

5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

40
116
156

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

6,775.84

June 10, 5:30 p.m.
June 11, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

32
98
130

$
$

(4,989.14)

Funds Available:

$

1,786.14

June 17, 5:30 p.m.
June 18, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

38
87
125

June 24, 5:30 p.m.
June 25, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

38
103
141

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

6,551.04
4,796.17
(4,941.00)

$

6,406.21
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Please join us for Holy Communion on Thursday, July 6th from noon to 1:00 p.m. This is a
time to retreat to a quiet place and lift up
your prayers and concerns to God. There
will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or
Luann will serve you.

The special theme for this summer will be
Methodism 101, “The Wesleyan Movement”.

The People, The Policies, and The Passion. Full of Grace
and Gratitude. Join the Methodist Connexion.
July 2 - “Phew! Is it Getting Hot in Here?” The Aldersgate
Experience.
July 9 - Movement to Denomination

Pastor Deb is willing to do a study on Adam Hamilton’s book,
“Revival - Faith As Wesley Lived It”, if there is interest. This
would go along with the UMC 101 on the “Wesleyan Movement”.
Please talk to Pastor Deb or call the church office (385-1740) if
interested.
6 Sessions: Precursors to Revival, A Longing for Holiness, A Crisis of Faith, The Necessity of Grace, Works of Mercy, Persevering
to the End.

13

Continued from pg. 1

Regularly, when dad was asked at a restaurant how he wanted the bill written up – together
or separately, he would say, “Whatever makes it easy for you, I have no intention of paying
anyway.”
Like all of us, my father, Robert W. J. McBride, was a human being with his good
qualities and his not-so-good qualities. Dad was stubborn and had strong opinions that were
often spoken in a loud voice without little care who could hear. Dad found his separation
and divorce from mom so difficult and was in such pain that it was impossible for him to be
around much in my growing up life. Dad blamed the “baby-boomers” for the decline of the
United States which bothered me since I am a “baby-boomer.” Dad wasn’t too excited
about my call to the ministry and once offered to buy a small, slightly dilapidated country
church in Pennsylvania for me so that I could tinker around – “ouch!” But, when I was
small, my father was the one who warmed my clothes on the electric heater before I got out
of my warm bed, who could dry off my skinned knees without hurting them again, who
called me “Princess,” and who wanted me to be happy. I loved him.
Not a “normal” pastoral letter, I know; but this is where my heart is and I wanted
you to know.
Pastor Deb

Missions

July 1st, will be the start of the School Kit for UMCOR drive. School supplies will
soon be on sale and the perfect time to buy the items needed to fill a school bag.
The items needed are:
1 pair of blunt-end metal Scissors
3 Notebooks
(approx. 8 1/2 - 11 wide rule, 210-250 sheets total)
1 hand held Pencil Sharpener (ONE INCH or larger)
1 - 30 centimeter Ruler with no advertisements
6 unsharpened Pencils with erasers
1 - 2 1/2 INCH or more Eraser
1 - 24 count box of Crayons
PLEASE NO ADVERTISING ON ANY ITEMS!
*********************************************
We will be helping with the Summer Sacks program the 2nd week of August. Mark
your calendar and reserve the dates to help. Sign up sheet is on the table in the Upper
Fireside room or call the church office to sign up. The items they need for this is program are: Ziplock bags (sandwich and snack size), brown paper lunch bags, and 100% fruit
juice boxes or pouches.
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Consider using your IRA to donate to the Church –
there’s a tax benefit to it.

Please Pray For Healing and Support













Up to date as of June 26, 2017

Nick Ridenour
Gloria Gugeler
Vada Graber
Wayne King
Wayne Fuller
Doris Brent
Jerry Bradley
Sharri Fillinger
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

John and Jennifer Rode and family on the death of John’s
brother-in-law, Earl Cory, on May 29th.
JoAnn Corell and family on the death of her husband,
Dick, on June 1st.
Pastor Deb on the death of her father, Robert McBride, on Tuesday, June 6th.
Sharon Armstrong on the death of her father, Rex of Des Moines, on June 23rd.

When you don’t feel up to par and a card appears in
the mail box that says, “Hi, I’m thinking about you.
Hope you are better soon.” do you feel loved?
By the responses we get back it means so much to folks to know the
church is thinking of them. We will be getting cards ready to send out at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, July 6th, in room 109. Please join us to address cards and to pray for those we are sending cards to. If you know someone who could use a cheery note and card let the church office know, 385-1740.
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(This article is an excerpt from a helpful and detailed document that is available from the
church office. This larger document offers information concerning Eligibility requirements, Itemized deduction and personal exemption phase outs, Using the standard deduction, Less likely the Social Security benefits will be taxable and Required minimum
distribution (RMD). Remember, it’s always a good idea to speak to a tax expert about
your individual situation if you are unsure or have questions. Generosity and Stewardship
Committee)
Were you aware that you can make charitable gifts directly from your IRA? And that these
gifts have tax benefits? The IRS permits “qualifying charitable distributions” from traditional IRA accounts to be excluded from gross income. The provision first appeared in 2006
and was eventually made permanent in 2015 and has become a powerful incentive to use
IRAs for charitable giving.
Tax benefits of charitable IRA distributions
Charitable IRA distributions offer donors several tax benefits. One of the most significant
tax benefits is avoiding the percentage limitation on charitable contributions. Under standard IRA distribution rules, if a donor takes a $10,000 distribution from their IRA and gives
it to a charity, the $10,000 must first be included in the donor’s gross income. From there,
the donor can claim it as charitable contribution as an itemized deduction. The potential
problem is that the donor’s $10,000 charitable contribution deduction will run into the 50%of-adjusted-gross-income limitation.
As a result, it is possible that the donor will not be able to deduct the full amount in the year
of contribution and will force the donor to pay income tax on the difference between the
charitable gift and the deductible amount. Carryover provisions do allow the excess charitable contributions to be carried forward to subsequent years, but the donor would still have
to pay more income tax than would otherwise be the case.
A charitable IRA distribution would completely avoid this issue. By excluding the charitable donation from gross income, in effect the donor has made a $10,000 charitable contribution deduction since the $10,000 isn’t included in income.
Making charitable IRA distributions can offer tax benefits regardless of your individual situation. If you are 70 ½ and currently make charitable gifts to our church, speak to your financial institution about having your IRA distributions paid directly to First United Methodist Church. The process is easy and usually only requires that you provide to your IRA
intermediary the name of the charitable institution, their address and tax ID. It’s a great
way for you to give as you intended and potentially save paying some tax at the same time.
Consider using your IRA today for long-term charitable giving.
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Richard McCellan III
Richard McNamee
Kathy Nellor

3
Tyler Brown
Linda Heise
Brooke Johnson
Donald Johnson III
Julie Liechty
4
Ryker Burden
Michal Caulk
Gage Goody
Alex Hickenbottom
5
Wuanta Hobbie
Sara Weschler
6
Kylee Adams
Rhonda Gholson
William Wilson
Esther Wonderlich
7
Sara Davison
Laura Melzer

18
Jeff Bensmiller
Angela Blint

9
John Klopfenstein II
Gannon McNamee
10
Wayne Fuller
Roberta Kinney

20
Ellaina McMullin
Danielle Muhs
Nicholas Steffens

11
Susie Clark
Jakob Hood
Ethan McGohan
Kara Muff
Mary Ruschill

28
Doyle Dunn
Melvin Messer
Bethany Schlagel
John Thomas
29
Pat Doak
Isabelle Parker
Jackson Styron
30
Danielle Davidson
Macy Jones
Marvin Ruby

21
Beau Hampton
Angela Rodgers
Kathleen Schimmelpfennig
Alice Zuehlke

12
Dale Campbell
Richard Tolander

22
Pauline Spraker

13
Keaton Hughell
Hannah Newman
Crystee Stigge

23
Pat Bensmiller
Aaron Branch
Garrett Newman
Nicky Oldt

14
15
Cindy Watson
16
Kari Cushion
Lori Glanzman
Jason Johnston

19
Crystal Cole
Ashley Hobbs
Paige Kinney
Helen Snodgrass

27
Laci Palar
Amy Pullis
Nick Ridenour

24
Brittany Anderson
Allison Maxwell
Brady Muff
Mary Notestein
Jarrett Wilson
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Jennifer Hunold
Nancy McGohan
Judith Miller
Tim Taylor
Nancy Tometich

8
Penny Burns
Grant Goody
Gretchen Liechty
Joyce Miller
Sarah Wilson

26
John Barr
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1
Diana Collett
Ann Morehouse

17
Ed Bappe
Dean Campbell
Jeff Davis
Becky Hagensee
Sue King
John Rode
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From the desk of Pastor Luann...
It seems as though the month of June flew right by us! Several good things happened during the month of June, but what I want to talk about the most is our St. Louis Mission Trip. On Sunday, June 4th, a total of 29 people (10 of them representing First United
Methodist Church) left from the church parking lot, and headed toward St. Louis. As we
traveled, a passage of Scripture kept going through my mind. The verse is from John 20:21
and it states, “Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
send you.” I couldn’t help but think of this team of people as missionaries, from the youngest to the oldest. We were all being sent on the mission of being the hands and feet of
Christ.
On our first day, we visited Isaiah 58,
which is a Food Pantry that serves around 800
families per month. On Mondays and Fridays,
Isaiah 58 offers fresh produce and bread to the
families, along with canned goods and other nonperishable items from the food pantry. We were
able to help unload the food truck, put together
bags of food and hygiene kits, as well as work in
their clothing store. It was a wonderful experience and our eyes were opened to the needs of
those in that community.
On Tuesday, we visited Gateway180,
which is a homeless shelter in the St. Louis
area. While there, we played with the children who live with their families in the shelter, and we helped them tie dye T-shirts!
Talk about a fun day, but we all had a wonderful time with the children. Additionally,
we were able to have conversations with several of the women who live in the shelter.
These women are so strong and courageous. They hold dear the same hopes and dreams as
any mother holds for her children. As we talked together, my heart was blessed and I was
thankful for the opportunity to meet these women, who
want only the best for their children and themselves.
On Tuesday afternoon, we travelled to the St. Louis Area Foodbank, where they service dozens of food pantries within a 100-mile radius. While there we packed
“senior boxes”, which are boxes of food that are distributed monthly to senior citizens.
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Continued on pg. 6

After having e-mail issues June 17th thru 20th,
the old e-mail of fumcmtp@iowatelecom.net
will no longer work.
There are no circle meetings until September.
Please put the dates for the Rummage Sale on your calendar. Friday, October 27th,
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with a lunch served from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 28th, 8:00 a.m. until Noon. We will start collecting good clean items after Old
Threshers.
Watch for more information in the August Messenger. If you have questions please call
Jean Reschly (931-9749) or Sally Kinney (217-1904).

Please change the address in your e-mail address book to
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
We don’t want to miss any of your important
questions or information. THANK YOU!!

Yes, it’s that time of year again! Old Threshers is
coming fast and we need to start the process of
getting ready.
One of the first things to do is sign up to work on
the sheets in the Upper Fireside room. If you
want your favorite job and time to work, please
stop at the table before or after church starting July 1st. If you have suggestions on new ways to do a needed job or improve an area, please let one of
the Threshers Team know. They will discuss it to see if they can use your
suggestion.
Tickets are available in the church office for $18 if you sign up to work at
least 2 shifts.

THANK YOU

On behalf of all of those involved with mission trip to St. Louis, I would like
to say THANK YOU to all of you at First United Methodist Church for so generously supporting us with your resources, your prayers, your encouragement, and your
gifts. The trip was a wonderful success and blessing. However, it
could not have happened without each one of you.
Everyone who went on the trip truly enjoyed the experience. Additionally, we were able to do some good work while in
the St. Louis area, which was also a blessing.
Thank you again for all you did to make this trip a success. I am
so grateful for each and every one of you!
Blessings, Pastor Luann
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 10-13
Current Kindergarten-5th graders
9am – 3pm (Monday-Wednesday)
2pm – 6pm Thursday
(pool day & cookout)
ALL members of congregation are invited to the cookout.
After meal, current 3rd-5th graders will have a campout at
Old Threshers Campground.
We will be traveling to a different location each day.
Bring a sack lunch.

NEW THIS YEAR!

Each month the St. Louis Area Foodbank distributes 13,200 of these food boxes. Our group
worked from 4:00 pm until 7:00 pm, and during that time, we packed almost 10 tons of
food! While the work was hard, the blessing we received from this experience was so great!
On Wednesday, we made the journey back to Iowa, but not before taking a trip to
the St. Louis Zoo. It was a fun adventure, but by the time we were all loaded back on the
bus, everyone was very tired and ready to be welcomed back home to Iowa. However, in
spite of being tired, we were also very blessed.
In John 20:21, Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Even though
our mission trip was brief, I feel that we were able to be the hands and feet of Christ to those
we encountered and met. The youth who went were able to see life through very different
eyes, and were made aware of situations and circumstances, which they may not have previously considered. Therefore, as we made our way back home to Iowa, we did so with new
ways of thinking, new hearts for ministry, and the feeling of being blessed by those we
served.
Thank you, First United Methodist Church, for helping to bring this mission trip to
fruition. Thank you for your support, prayers, and encouragement. Thank you for helping
us to be the hands and feet of Christ!
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Luann Benge

Current 2 year olds-Preschoolers
9am-11am Fellowship Hall
Registration sheets are available on the table in the
Upper Fireside room. Sign your children up and then take
some to the neighbor children so they can also participate in
the fun.
Please turn filled our sheets into the office.
There is also a sign up sheet to provide snacks and for
volunteers to share their gifts with children.
Thursday is for the entire congregation. A picnic is planned at
the TTT Shelter in Saunders Park at 5:00 p.m. See the Thursday
Meal sheet to sign up for side dishes to bring.
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Congratulations to the following college grads:
Kelsey Smith - Iowa State
Linzie Hood - Culver-Stockton
Shael Styron - UNI
Janet Rauenbuehler Lee from Morningside with Masters of Education
We know there are more; but, these are the one that we have been
notified about. Thank you for sharing.
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1st - Saturday
11:30 a.m. - Patience Circle at Pizza Ranch
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
2nd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
3rd - Monday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
4th - Tuesday
OFFICE CLOSED
Have a safe and fun 4th.
5th - Wednesday
6th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
7th - Friday
8th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
9th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship
10th - Monday
9:00 a.m. - VBS K - 5Th meet here
VBS for 2yr olds thru Pre-kindergarten F. Hall
11th - Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - VBS K - 5th meet here
VBS for 2yr olds thru Pre-kindergarten F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella Fellowship hall
12th - Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - VBS K - 5th meet here
VBS for 2yr olds thru Pre-kindergarten F. Hall
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13th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
9:00 a.m. - VBS for 2yr olds thru
Pre-kindergarten F. Hall
2:00 p.m. - VBS K - 5th meet at the pool
5:00 p.m. - VBS Potluck @ TTT Shelter
14th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
15th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
16th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
17th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109
3:00 p.m. - Sub Team Generosity/Stewardship
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
18th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
19th - Wednesday
20th - Thursday MESSENGER DEADLINE
21st - Friday
22nd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
23rd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
24th - Monday
25th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
26th - Wednesday
27th - Thursday
28th - Friday
29th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship

30th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary

31st - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109

Dear 1st UMC,
Thank you so much for the magnet and cross necklace! It is so beautiful!
Much love, Alyvia Anderson
Dear FUMC,
Thank you so much for the cross necklace and magnet that you gave me for graduation. I
really cherish my church family and don’t exactly have words to thank you all for growing
with me and helping me become the woman I am today by guiding me through life. Thank
you and may God bless you all.
Sincerely, Kirsten Smith
I sincerely thank you for your support & prayers during Dennis’ recent setback. The prayer
shawl & visit from Donna Gardner were also much appreciated.
Dennis Nellor
Thank you very much for the subway gift card for finals week. It was very helpful.. Sorry
I’m late on the thank you, I’ve had a busy couple weeks. I’ve moved to Ames for an internship and will start at ISU in the fall.
Grace Davidson
Thank you so much for the scholarship funds to attend Perkins School of Theology at
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas this fall. The support and love from all of
you has been so encouraging. I am truly grateful for a loving church family. Please stay in
touch! If you make it down to Texas, I would love to connect! Thank you again. I am so
truly blessed.
Kristina Roth
My family and I would like to thank you all for the many kindnesses you have bestowed
upon our family during the illness and passing of my husband Dick. We appreciated your
prayers, cards, prayer shawl, memorials and the wonderful luncheon you provided after the
service.
JoAnn Corell
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