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FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I noticed and was drawn to this Rueters internet offering Friday, December 18, 2015.
“Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the Nobel laureate known for dedicating
her life to helping the poorest of the poor, will be made a saint of the Roman
Catholic Church, the Vatican said on Friday. Pope Francis has cleared the
way for sainthood by approving a decree recognizing a second miracle attributed to her intercession with God - a necessary event for such a move in
the church.
“Mother Teresa, who died in 1997 at the age of 87, become an international icon of charity in the 20th century but has also been criticized for
trying to convert people to Christianity.
“She was beatified in 2003 by the late Pope John Paul II. Beatification, which requires one miracle, is the last step before sainthood, which
requires two. The church believes saints are holy men and women who
lived extraordinary lives of virtue and are believed to be in Heaven with God.
“Francis, who has made concern for the poor a major plank of his papacy, was keen to make Mother Teresa a saint during the Church's current
Holy Year, or Jubilee, in which Catholics are called on to emphasize the
need for mercy and compassion in the world.
“Mother Teresa’s second miracle involved the inexplicable healing of a
Brazilian man who was suffering from a viral brain infection that resulted
in multiple abscesses with hydrocephalus, according to Church officials.
Relatives prayed to Mother Teresa and he recovered, leaving his doctors at a
loss to explain how. A Vatican medical commission deemed the sudden recovery ‘inexplicable in the light of present-day medical knowledge,’ according to Father Brian Kolodiejchuk, the chief promoter of the sainthood
cause.” – Rueters, Philip Pullella
I understand that Mother Teresa was on the fast-track to sainthood
(only 18 years). Others have had to wait for decades or even centuries before they are elevated to sainthood. When I have noticed someone who has
done something remarkable – sacrificial, exceptionally loving and miraculous – I have often commented that I am going to nominate them for sainthood. Those who have some knowledge of process are a bit offended at my
suggestion for the first step is that the individual has to have died. I quickly retort that it takes hundreds of years and I am just getting the process
going. Of course, this is silly; but Mother Teresa’s sanctification has
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 Elders are ordained

clergy who lead the church through worship, scriptural education
(preaching and teaching), nurturing spiritual vitality, administration of the sacraments
of baptism and Holy Communion, and ordering the life of the church for service in
mission in ministry.

If God is calling you to become a clergyperson, but you don’t see seminary as an option
for you, then you may want to consider becoming a Licensed Local Pastor, whose authority is restricted to the local congregation they serve. You may not feel called to vocational ministry but still feel inclined to leadership in the church. Work with your pastor or
other church members to identify ways you can serve. Try out different ministries to discover what you enjoy doing and where your skills are. The Church has many options for
lay (non-ordained) service.

Music Notes – Will You Make Some?
A new year is upon us – in both the church calendar and traditional calendar. The
FUMC Music Dept. would love to have you join them in worship. Don’t think you’re
good enough! Well, we’re here to tell you not to sell yourself short. Even though our
groups produce beautiful music, we are, for the most part, a collection of average musicians who love to make music to praise the Lord. Please – this year – consider joining
one of our groups.
 CHANCEL CHOIR – Open to everyone from middle school age to…no limit! You
don’t have to read music well (and possibly not at all). See Mark Kimzey, the Chancel Choir Director
 RINGTONES – The FUMC Bell Choir – Playing is easier than you might think. See
Jerry Lalaga, the Ringtones Director.
 PRAISE BAND – Kristina Roth, the Praise Band Director is always searching for
new talent. Guitar players and singers of all sorts are especially welcome.
 DON’T FORGET – Joy Dow and Heidi Ryon would like to have your youngsters in
the Children’s Choir. It’s a great way to start the habit of worshiping in music.
 KEEP TUNED – Do you play an instrument in school? Maybe you played one years
ago (it’s like riding a bike – you don’t forget). Mark Kimzey would like to get an
instrumental group started. Let Mark know if you play or played an instrument.
 O SOLO MIO – Maybe you have thought “you know, I wouldn’t mind singing/
playing this one song as a solo for church”. FUMC can always use soloists and/or
small groups to provide special music for all three of our worship services. Contact
Mark Kimzey to get scheduled.
This year, make it a point to make a joyful noise to the Lord.
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More about the Culture of Call
Yes – you are called. Each of us “is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:7, NRSV) Though
we’re all called by God, the ministries we’re called into may not be
the same. “There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and
there are different ministries and the same Lord; and there are different activities but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6, CEB)
A vocation is performed as a response to God’s gifting and the gospel. It’s more purposeful than a “job” or an “occupation”. We’ll use the term vocational ministry to refer to
those serving in professional ministry within the structure of the church. Through affirmations from God and from people around you, you may feel called into vocational ministry.
There are many ways we can be communicated with. We can hear words spoken, read
words written, or feel stirrings in our spirit. Communication occurs during personal devotions, public worship, private conversations, books of varying subjects, retreats, missions,
and any place where you’ve made yourself available to God and others.
You may be “spoken to” loudly enough to ring over the noise of the world but often
God’s voice is “thin and quiet”. (1 Kings 19:12, CEB) Often, if we’re not paying attention, communication can be missed.
These exercises are just a few that may help you listen:
Meditation
Prayer
Fasting
Study
Solitude
Worship
Guidance
You’ve heard God’s call, but how do you know what it means? Discernment is the determining of what the best solution is given the available options. Discernment is best done
by searching outside of yourself. This could be done through research, conversations with
God, conversations with others, or any other way you’re able to weigh options. walls of
the church, caring for those with deep needs.
Here’s information on the options available through vocational ministry:
 A United Methodist Chaplain is an ordained clergyperson who ministers outside the
walls of the church, caring for those with deep needs.
 Deacons are ordained clergy who lead the church in relating Christians to their ministries in the world through worship, scriptural educational (preaching and teaching),
nurturing spiritual vitality, service to the community, and ministries of justice and
compassion.
Continued on pg. 14
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inspired me.
Understand that in the United Methodist Church, one does not have
to wait till death in order to be sanctified. The children of the Wesleyan
movement have always held out not only the possibility but the probably
of perfection in this life. Wowzers! Our theology maintains that perfection
is not a sinless state but one in which we are perfect in love of God and
love of neighbor. Our thoughts and our feelings – our intentions – are perfectly lovingly in our relationship with God and with other people.
I have recently shared an example of how I believe that we can be
perfect in intention but still miss the mark, so to speak. It is easy for me
to understand how a perfectly loving thought and the wonderful complexity and totality of emotion that are born and exist in my heart may suffer
from the inadequacies and limitations of mere human speech. And, then,
how my human words may be misunderstood and interpreted by my listener/s in an entirely different way than I intended. From this accidental,
unavoidable and entirely natural human flaw in communication, someone
may experience hurt, disappointment and alienation. Hence, perfect, but
not sinless.
Anyway, I am looking forward and lift up all of us for sainthood in
2016. We, United Methodists, are all going on to perfection and sainthood
this year. Don’t lose heart! Don’t think that it is impossible; it’s not!
Don’t settle for second best or mediocrity!
Matthew 5:48 "In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.” The
Message
Pastor Deb
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What’s Dishin’ with Missions

Up to date as of December 21, 2015
Please Pray For Healing and Support:




















Charles Millner - Father of Jan Williamson
Angel - daughter of Christine Stauffer
Marlene DeMarlie
Madonna Worden
Clara Ryan
Matt Young - son of Tom and Marilyn Young
Irene Shutt
Helen Snodgrass
Janet Marcus
Sharri Fillinger - Niece of Joy Gillard
Jerry Bradley
Wayne Fuller
Helen Moehle
Patricia Burden
For peace in the Middle East and safety for the people bring displaced
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman in the South Sudan
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Pat Bensmiller and family o the death of her father,
Dr. William Ehling, on Tuesday, November 24th.
Susie & John Kuhens on the death of Susie’s sister, Carol McGinnis, on Saturday, December 5th.
Steve Dovenspike on the death of his brother-in-law, Glenn Coleman, on Sunday,
December 5th.

Congratulations to Steve Brimhall and crew for another successful “Operation Potato
Drop.” 14,500 pounds of potatoes is a lot of potatoes for needy families and organizations. The potato drop was founded at the society of St. Andrew in Virginia in1979 by
two Methodist ministers. FUMC has participated in the program for ten years and now
serves as a regional distribution point. 4,000 # went to the Fellowship Cup where they
were distributed to needy families. Other local churches in the region promptly picked up
their share even with the inclement weather.
The Noisy offering has been very successful. We received $5,799.91 through November.
This completes the money for the new well in Nigeria! Extra funding will help as they
see fit; etc., maintenance or the start of another well. The December Noisy offering and
all of 2016 will go to the Change a Child’s Story project.
The total for the Thanksgiving offering was $1,145.15, this will be sent to the World
Hunger project.
The Christmas offering stays local with a percentage distribution to Tolson Community
Action Center, Fellowship Cup and Samaritan Fund.
The Missions Committee is proud to say we have met or exceeded all of our budget
pledges for 2015 thanks to your ongoing support! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Culture of Call

Pastor Deb will be doing a sermon series on “Culture of Call” starting January 3rd.
For a congregation, culture is comprised of those underlying commonalities shared by the
whole. Music can be a part of a congregation’s culture—so can architecture, worship traditions, and the various methods used to educate and socialize. But “call” can also be a
part of a culture. Some congregations have an underlying expectation that God will raise
up new leaders from among them. Not just pastors—but missionaries, teachers, and youth
leaders, too.
What makes a difference? How are people hearing God’s call?
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Kay Rogers and family on the death of her son, John, on Thursday, December 10 .
The Max Deal family on his death on Thursday, December 17th
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Many things start new at the “beginning” of the year. In fact many times we
put off things saying “I will start that at the beginning of the year”. It may feel
like we can wipe away wrongs, put things undone behind us, or maybe we just
want to start something new and need a starting point.

Iowa Wesleyan University is starting a new Adopt - a Student program for the international students arriving in January. If you are interested in participating in this, please contact
Rev. Ron Bupp at 385-8021.

BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
Nov. 28, 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 29, 9:00 a.m.
Nov. 29, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

35
123
18
176

Dec. 5, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 6, 9:00 a.m.
Dec.6, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

37
149
16
202

Dec. 12, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 13, 9:00 a.m.
Dec. 13, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

33
185
15
233

Dec. 19, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 20, 9:00 a.m.
Dec. 20, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

32
159
15
206

November 2015
Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
2,365.93
Income:
Pledges/Giving
30,613.22
Other Income (O. T.)
5,445.79
ACH for Mission
615.50
Total Income
$
36,674.51
Expenses:
(30,248.57)
Liability Difference
1,112.12
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Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Withholdings
Apportionments
ACH for Missions

$

9,903.99

$

(3,981.04)
(2,868.66)
(615.50)

Funds Available:

$

2,438.79

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

6,914.33
13,566.82
(9,562.56)

$

10,918.59

I ask you today to think about starting the New Year evaluating your church
involvement. Are you growing spiritually? Are you making a difference in Jesus name? Are you serving but not feeling the passion or God’s direction in
your area of service?
The goal set through Administrative Council for the church is “In 2016 each of
our committees will commit to a new activity to minister to the unchurched
and nominally churched through Christian example and outreach.” This goal
fits within our mission statement of “Welcome, Equip, Send” and the United
Methodist mission “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world.”
But goals and missions are meaningless until we can say what we as individuals and we as a church do to fulfill our goal and mission. Listen to God’s nudges. What are you going to do different this year? There are a multitude of
ways to serve, committees that need members, ministry areas that need help.
Please come talk to me if you are struggling with “your new start” or want
support in brainstorming your spiritual direction or if you want to just tell me
what your plan is.
Let’s start anew right now—
II Corinthians 5:17
Be God’s
Joan Rodgers
Director of Lay Ministries

Laity
Growing Spiritually
Ministering to others
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18
Robert Brombaugh
Taryn Brown
Jerilyn Horn
Allie Liechty
19

1
Oat Baccam
Robert Batey
Karen Noble
Mary Parker
2
Warren Burns
Shyann Smith
3
Leonard Goettsche
Shawn Shroyer
4
Maisie Green
David Miller
Rick Thomas
Pam Tipton

20
Malia Anderson
Tessa Burden
Curtis Dunn
Mary Mitchell
Madison Pullis

John Scott
10
Ed Donald
11
Marlene Hill
Joni Maxwell
Mitchell Moothart
Byron Olson, II
Mary Rockwell
Kristina Roth

21
Gary Dustman
Linzie Hood
Richard Latta
Jill Taylor
Seleta Bainter
22
Nathaniel Burden
Tyler Christner

12
Justin Dunn
Todd young
13
Laura Bjork

23
Marty Mitchell
Amanda Reynolds

14
Linda Andrew
Pauline Willson

24
Brad Notestein
Lauren Oschwald

6
Lance Hampton

15
Hannah Franklin
Denny Reschly

7
Marci Adams
Willow Barton
Dalton Gardner

16
Anna Dale
Don Jones
Faye Miller

25
David Loving
Beth Scholefield
Kenna Smith

8
Zach Granatowicz
Averee McMullin

17
Scott Kauffman
Deanna Loving
Lauren Schlagel

5
Laura Noble
Christina White

9
Dewitt Booth

26
Rich Garrels
Jon Harvey
Tammy Olson-Riley
Shaylee Tuttle
Eldon Witthoft
27
Olivia Forseen
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Card ministry

Vada Graber
Janet Lee

is beginning another year. I was asked if
anyone ever says they enjoy receiving cards from the church. I have
heard:

28
Morgan Crane
Ricardo Dow-Anaya
Kathy Hites
Randy Hites
Nathan Wesely

“Card ministry was the only card we received when my brother died.”
“Thank you for the birthday card. It was much appreciated. I miss the
church circle meeting and the church.” (from someone who lives away
from here).

29
Leah Freiberg
30
Rodell Benjamin
Nathan Comiskey
Sally Kinney
Rich O’Neill
Konnor Peterson
Karin Rod
Owen Rod
Wand Thomas
Jarol Waters
31
Sherry Dietrick
Korbin Taylor

We send cards at a certain age level (not telling what it is!).
We send a thank you for those helping with worship services, and
many ways people serve.
We send congratulation cards for new babies.
We send anniversary cards for significant anniversaries.
We send sympathy cards.
We send thinking of you.
We send get well.
We have someone who makes beautiful cards for us to use in our ministry.










Please let us know if you have feedback for Card Ministry. And let us know if there are
those we should be reaching out to by cards. And join us the second Friday of each month
at 10 am to address and write in cards, laugh and fellowship with others, and make a difference!

Change a Child’s Story
Do you remember being read to as a child? Do you remember learning to read and the person who listened and helped you with difficult words? You can make a difference for others just as someone made a difference for you.
The Change A Child’s Story committee is looking for people who want to read/listen to
children. The committee is also looking for someone who would coordinate our readers—
link them up with opportunities, teach them hints on how to best spend
the time with children, etc. If interested please talk to someone on the
committee—John & Jennifer Rode, Linda Albright, Carol Dustman,
Anita Hampton, Jan Williamson, or Joan Rodgers.
And be on the lookout for other ways to participate in Change a
Child’s Story coming soon….
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Love Circle - Won’t meet until Spring
Friendship Circle - January 14tth Place to be announced
Grace Circle - January 7th Rm. 109
Patience Circle - January 16th Rm. 111

My heartfelt (thanks) to all who made my 90th birthday memorable! I had a great day many, many cards, flowers, gifts and emails, besides the open house. Truly a day to remember! Thanks again - Cleo McKim.
I would like to thank Grace Circle ladies for the poinsettia, their visit, and the loaf of banana
bread. May God bless you. Merry Christmas to all. Marilyn Tolander

If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women, or join a circle, call Joyce
Miller at 385-7037.

FUMC Family, I wanted to thank you for thinking of me during my finials week. The Subway gift cards were fabulous! It is great to know that I have such a wonderful support system back home. Happy holidays to all! Love always - Kelsey Smith

UMW NEWS

Thanks to church members for the cards and prayers. Special thank to “Knots of
Love” for the shawl. I love it and the color purple. With love. Clara Ryan

Circle leaders, please get all additions and corrections for the 2016 UMW year book to me
as soon as you can. I will start work on the new book first week of January.
A reminder to all UMW members, in 2016 each Circle will be in charge of the entire unit
meeting. You will host, give devotions, and be in charge of the program. And it will be
held on the day and time of your circle meetings.
th
 Grace Circle will be first, so this means our February Unit meeting will be February 4
at 10:00 a.m.
 Love Circle will host May
 Friendship Circle will host September
 Patience Circle will host November

I extend my gratitude to all those who have supported me and offered prayers for my
health. I am glad to report that I believe I am on the mend. Where before food was
not my friend and I could not keep food in or down; now, for the most part I am not
troubled by diarrhea or vomiting and, occasionally, find myself anxious to chow
down. This is good. Thank you, Pastor Deb

I am looking forward to see how this works! Circle leaders, if you have questions please
call me.

Prayers & Communion

Joyce Miller, UMW President

Grace Circle News: The new study books have now arrived and are available in the
church office. The price is $5.00; the study is Ecclesiastes, Chasing after Meaning and beings on January 7th, 10a.m. in room 109. New members will be welcomed!
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You are invited to the chapel January 7th from noon to 1 p.m. to pray and
receive Holy Communion. This is a quiet time with God removed from
the world’s activities. There is a list of prayer concerns, there are scriptures and prayers you can read, there are candles to light and Pastor Deb
serves communion when you are ready. Come and go during the hour as
you feel led.
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6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts

20th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109-111
7:00 p.m. - Youth
1st - Friday HAPPY NEW YEAR
OFFICE CLOSED

11th - Monday
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts

2nd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise/Fellowship

12th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella

3rd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
11:15 a.m. - Worship

13th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
7:15 p.m. - Youth Rec. Rm

4th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Dens Rm. 7 & 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 7
5th - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - SPPRC

14th - Thursday
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle

26th - Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 - Acapella

21st - Thursday MESSENGER DEADLINE
9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 109
9:30 a.m. - Extension Service F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 111

27th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
7:00 p.m. - Youth

22nd - Friday

28th - Thursday

23rd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship

29th - Friday
30th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship

24th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship

31st - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship

25th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff

15th - Friday

6th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109-111

16th - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle Rm. 111
1:00 p.m. - Girls Scouts F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship

7th - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer and Communion Chapel

17th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship

8th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109

18th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. - Relay for Life Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - Finance Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Boy Scout Pack Meeting Rec. Rm.

9th - Saturday
5:00 p.m. - Republicans Rm. 9-11
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
10th - Sunday (Noisy Offering)
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship Service
7

19th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11

Committee Training this year will be at the first meeting of each individual
committee in January. Please try very hard to be at the first meeting. We decided that anyone not there is nominated for chairperson and we will vote that night!!! (Just kidding).
Committee work is how the church functions. It is hard work. It is fun work. It is not always fun but, it is important. Committee work is a way we can fulfill our mission for making disciples for Jesus Christ. If you are not on a committee and would be willing to serve
please let Joan Rodgers or Pastor Deb know your interest. We have a place for everyone!
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