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The MESSENGER
Information for the February
Messenger is due Thursday, January 19th
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Chuck Ring, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Sisters and Brothers,
Golly, I love the following kind of story.
“Two battle ships assigned to a training squadron
had been at sea on maneuvers in heavy weather for several
days. The visibility was poor with heavy fog, so the captain remained on the bridge keeping an eye on all activities.
Shortly after dark, the lookout reported, “Light,
bearing on the starboard bow.”
“Is it steady or moving astern?” the captain called
out.
The lookout replied, “Steady, Captain.” This meant they were on a dangerous collision course with that ship.
The captain called to the signalman, “Signal that ship: ‘We are on a collision course,
advise you change course twenty degrees.”
Back came the signal, “Advisable for you to change course twenty degrees.”
The captain said, “Send: “I’m a captain, change course twenty degrees.’”
“I’m a seaman second-class,” came the reply. “You had better change course twenty degrees.”
By that time the captain was furious. He spat out, “Send: ‘I’m a battleship. Change
course twenty degrees.’”
Back came the flashing light, “I’m a lighthouse.” (Copied from Inspired Evidence
Only One Reality by Julie Von Vett and Bruce Malone
Laugh out loud. Isn’t that great?! Isn’t it true as well? Don’t you know someone
or, more painfully, haven’t you been that person who has set her course, knows she is right,
embraces her plan and expects everyone to make way for her progress? Maybe, not all the
time; but, you might admit to a few times? How did that work out for you? True confession, now! Sailing forth riding on waves of self-importance, propelled by currents of what
should be and powered by ego has never worked well for me. When I forget to consult the
charts (the biblical text), when I rely upon my own sense of direction instead of the guidance that may be received through prayer and meditation and
when I attempt to go too fast when the way is unlit and unclear, I am likely to run aground.
Like many churches, First United Methodist Church,
can be likened to a vessel that sails upon the ocean of ministry
opportunities and challenges. A new year offers our church a
chance to chart, check and correct our course (offer ourselves
up to disciplines of worship and study). Each day is an opportunity to set our sights upon the true light that has come into
the world (God’s son) that is unmoving and unchangeable.
Pastor Deb
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Dear Church Family, I would like to send thanks to all who sent cards, and for all the
kind thoughts, and prayers. I wish all a Merry Christmas.
Alice Zuehlke
Thank you for all the prayer and concerns, flowers, food and hugs. We are most
grateful and blessed.
Paul and Joyce Dennison
Merry Christmas to all at First Methodist! Thank you for the lovely cards you send
me.
I spent many years in that church teaching little children, cooking dinners to build a
new church after the old burned. So many good times with friends. My best wishes
to all and God bless you.
Zella Challen
Dear Methodist friends, Words can’t express my thanks and appreciation of all the
cards, kind words, thoughts, and especially prayers during my recent illness and hospital stays. I truly believe a miracle happened for my final diagnosis. Thank you so
much for your love. Deb, thank you for your personal visits.
Jill Taylor
Dear FUMC Family, Thank you, thank you for your thoughts and prayers for my
niece Sharri Fillinger. It has been a year since she was rushed to the hospital in Flordia. Today she is with her parents in Lockridge. God is answering our prayers to
give the doctors the knowledge to keep her stabilized and comfortable. She tolerates
her chemo well which has allowed he to volunteer at the Fellowship Cup a few hours
each week. God is Good!! Thank you again for all the prayers.
Love in Christ, Joy Gillard
Thanks to all who sent Christmas cards and brought in treats for the church staff.
We are truly blessed to be part of this church family.
The Staff of FUMC
Dear UMW members, The Cards, visits, phone calls, baked goods and poinsettia are
very much appreciated. Thank you for your thoughtfulness. Thanks also to Pastor
Deb for her visits.
Carl and Dottie Moehlman
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The Kid Adventures Club took a short break
for the Holidays, but will begin meeting again
on Friday, January 6, 2017, from 1:30 pm until
3:30 pm in the REC room.
If you interested in helping with or supporting
Kid Adventures Club, please contact Pastor
Luann by calling the church office at (319)
385-1740. There are many ways in which you
can help with this fantastic ministry, and Pastor Luann would be delighted to speak with
you about them.
We have many wonderful things planned for
Kid Adventures Club over the next few
months, and it will be exciting! Thank you to
everyone who has worked so diligently to
make this ministry successful. Because of
your efforts, children in our community are learning about God’s love for them.
What a beautiful gift this ministry has become!

Please join us for Holy Communion on January 5th
from noon to 1:00 p.m. This is a time to retreat to a
quiet place and lift up your prayers and concerns to
God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will
serve you communion.

How do you say “We Care” and “We are thinking of you”? By joining us on Friday, January
13th for Card Ministry. Will be meeting at
10:00 a.m. in room 109 so please join us to address cards and to pray for those we are sending
to.
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Madison Sue is getting baptized on Sunday,

January 15th at the 10 AM service at First United Methodist Church.She will be wearing the baptismal gown
that both her Grandma Frank and I wore in our baptisms.
We will not be choosing baptismal sponsors, and instead
want to invite all of our family and friends to partake in
the event. We believe it takes a village to raise a child and would like you to be
a mentor and help us nurture Madison in the Christian faith. If you are not able to
attend, we appreciate your thoughts and prayers.
We do not believe the sacrament of baptism is a requirement to enter the kingdom of
heaven; salvation is a gift of God. We believe baptism is a means of grace where
Madison will be joining the universal church, a community of believers charged to
carry out God's mission. Andy and I will be making vows on behalf of Madison as
she is baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (where we get forgiveness of sins). If it is God's will, Madison will make a public profession of her
faith and reaffirmation of her baptismal vows in her Confirmation.
If you are able to join us on January 15th, we hope you take the opportunity to remember your baptism.
Andy and Melissa Flowers

New Members will be received shortly. If
you are interested please speak to one of the
pastors.

Christian Education classes resume on Sunday, January 8th, at
9:00 a.m. We have classes for every age, very young and those
who are still very young at heart.
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Up to date as of December 28, 2016
Please Pray For Healing and Support:











Elaine Walters - Kathy Nellor’s mother
Jane LaMore
Barb Fegan - Friend of Pastor Deb
Earl Cory - Brother-in-law of John Rode
Sharri Fillinger
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

To the Jeff Beavers family on the death of his uncle,
Clifford Shafer.
Gretchen Liechty and family on the death of her brother, John “Brad” McDowell, on December 11th.
Steve Rod family on the death of Pat’s mother, Norma Young of Ft. Madison on December
26th.
To the Adam Humble family on the death of his grandmother, Doris Humble, on December
26th.

Congratulations:

Able Russell Alexander on his baptism on December 18th.
His parents are Aric and Alissa Alexander.
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Happy New Year! The year of 2017
is upon us, and it is time to bid farewell to
2016 and look forward with renewed enthusiasm and anticipation for what the New
Year holds. The New Year is a wonderful
time because it holds so many opportunities
for us and the promise of hope that this year
could be our best year yet. How thrilling it
is to think about all the possibilities that are
in store for us.
Are you someone who enjoys making New Year resolutions? I know many people
who have—and do—make New Year resolutions; but I admit, I know very few people who
actually keep them. However, resolutions can be good for us because they afford us the
chance to look at what we need to change about ourselves or our lives in order to be better.
Perhaps you may have a resolution to exercise more, to read more, to spend more time with
loved ones, or to volunteer in the church or the community. Maybe you have made the resolution to go back to college, to try a new hobby, or learn a new skill. Whatever the resolution might be, chances are it was born from your own desire to be better. Even so, resolutions can still be very difficult to keep and sometimes we may feel that we have “let ourselves down” by not keeping them. However, while making resolutions are fine, and even
beneficial, we should also remember that because we belong to Christ, we are already
“better” than we could ever be on our own.
2 Corinthians 5:17 states, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” I love this passage from 2
Corinthians. In this passage, Paul is giving the reminder that once we belong to Christ, we
are no longer the people we once were, and therefore are not to be bound by only worldly
standards; instead we are new creations in Christ. We live as people who have been redeemed, and the old is gone because the new has come. Doesn’t that sound fantastic? The
fact that we belong to Christ means that we are already “better” and no matter which resolutions we make or keep, nothing will change the immense love that Christ has for us. How
blessed we are!
I want you to know how blessed I am to be among you here at First United Methodist Church. I am so excited about the ministries and the missions we have here. I am excited
about all the wonderful opportunities we will have throughout this New Year, and I am
looking forward to serving, growing, and learning along with each of you.
Whatever New Year resolutions you might make, keep, or not keep, I pray that this
year will be one the best ones yet for you. I pray that you know how loved and how special
you are. And, I pray that we can all see what a beautiful new creation we have become
through Christ, who loves us all.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Luann
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Birthdays
1
Oat Baccam
Robert Batey
Karen Noble
Mary Parker

Joni Maxwell
Mitchell Moothart
Byron Olson, II
Mary Rockwell
Kristina Roth

2
Warren Burns
Shyann Smith

12
Justin Dunn

3
Leonard Goettsche
Shawn Shroyer
4
Maisie Green
Rick Thomas
Pam Tipton
5
Laura Noble
Christina White

Curtis Dunn
Mary Mitchell
Madison Pullis
21
Gary Dustman
Linzie Hood
Richard Latta
Jill Taylor
Seleta Thomas

13
Laura Bjork

22
Nathaniel Burden

14
Linda Andrew
Pauline Wilson

23
Roger Graber
Amanda Reynolds

15
Hannah Franklin
Denny Reschly

24
Lauren Allender
Brad Notestein

6
Lance Hampton

16
Anna Dale
Don Jones
Shawna Lock
Faye Miller

7
Marci Adams
Willow Barton
Dalton Gardner

17
Scott Kauffman
Deanna Loving
Lauren Schlagel

26
Rich Garrels
Tammy Olson-Riley
Shaylee Tuttle

8
Averee McMullin

18
Robert Brombaugh
Taryn Brown
Jerilyn Horn
Allie Liechty

27
Olivia Forseen
Vada Graber
Janet Lee

9
Dewitt Booth
John Scott
10
Ed Donald
11
Marlene Hill

25
David Loving
Kenna Smith

Nathan Wesely
29
Leah Freiberg
30
Sally Kinney
Rich O’Neill
Konnor Peterson
Wanda Thomas
Jarol Waters
31
Sheery Dietrick
Korbin Taylor

For the first time ever???, First United
Methodist Church will hold a New
Year’s Eve Watch night celebration
and service.
It will begin at 5:30 p.m. and last till
the cows come home – however, remember that your Lead Follower is
now a senior citizen and has a very strict bedtime schedule. A
worship Service in honor of the passing of time and the gift of a
new year will be held. Holy Communion will be celebrated.
There will be food (especially, if you bring Christmas left-overs),
games, community sharing and building of family relationships.

If you missed the decoration party for the Sanctuary and feel left out please
don’t miss this one. We will be un-decorating the Sanctuary on January 7th
at 9:00 a.m. The more hands the more fun we will have and the faster we will
be done.

Change a Child’s Story
Number of books given: 1173 in 2016
Account Balance $3,109.35

28
Morgan Crane
Ricardo Dow
Kathy Hites
Randy Hites

19
20
Malia Anderson
Tessa Burden
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1st - Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
2nd - Monday Office Closed
3rd - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
4th - Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Choir
5th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle F. Hall
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 7
6th - Friday
1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Club
5:00 p.m. - Girls Scouts F. Hall and Rm. 9-11
7th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
8th - Sunday Noisy Offering
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
9th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11 and F. Hall
6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts Leaders Rm. 109
10th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
11th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir

6:00 p.m. - Scout Leaders Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Choir
12th—Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle
6:30 p.m. - Democrats F. Hall
13th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Club
14th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
15th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
16th - Monday
3:00 p.m. - Sub Team Generosity/Stewardship
5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack meeting F. Hall
6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
17th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
18th—Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
19th - Thursday

MESSENGER DEADLINE

6:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 7
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20th - Friday
1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
21st - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
22nd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
23rd - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Den
24th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
25th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir

6:30 p.m. - Choir
26th - Thursday
27th - Friday
1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
28th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
29th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
30th - Monday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
31st - Tuesday
2:00 p. m. - Staff

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

BUDGET NEWS

November 2016
Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
2,683.93
Income:
Pledges/Giving
23,948.99
Other Income
142.64
ACH for Mission
690.00
Total Income
$
24,781.63
Expenses:
(25,537.53)
Liability Difference
2,916.34
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

4,844.37

$
$

(12,046.75)
( 3,286.35)

Funds Available:

$

(10,488.73)

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

6,863.87
2,969.20
(5,520.01)

$

4,313.06

Dec. 3, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 4, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

47
126
173

Dec. 10, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 11, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

13
157
170

Dec. 17, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 18, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

20
92
112

Dec. 24, 11:00 a.m.
Dec. 24, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 24. 11:00 pm
Dec. 25, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

?
230
30
64
324
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