
         First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 

welcomes, equips and sends 

all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall  

Sunday 
9:00 am in the Sanctuary 

 

10:15am  September thru May 

Children’s Sunday School & Adult  

Study Groups   
 

11:15 Praise & Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 

Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org   
       

Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Pastor for 

Youth & Young Adult Faith Development 

pastordave@fumcmtp.org 
 

Joan Rodgers, Director of Lay Ministries 

lay.director@fumcmtp.org 
 

Jean Evans, Office Administrator 

office.admin@fumcmtp.org 
 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Mark Kimzey, Choir Director 
 

Donita Benedict, Director of Contemporary and 

Children’s Music 
 

Chuck Ring, Custodian   
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 

Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 
 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  

Mt. Pleasant – page 
 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the March Messenger is due Thursday,  

February 20, 2014. 
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 

Dec. 28th, 5:30 p.m.       21 

Dec. 29th, 9:00 a.m.      102  

Dec. 29th, 11:15 a.m.       34 

Total:     217 
 

Jan. 4th, 5:30 p.m.        19  

Jan. 5th, 10:30 a.m.     104 

Jan. 5th, 11:15 a.m.        23 

Total:     146  
 

Jan. 11th, 5:30 p.m.       31         

Jan. 12th, 9:00 a.m.     156 

Jan. 12th, 11:15 a.m.        33 

Total:     220 
 

Jan. 18th, 5:30 p.m.     126     

Jan. 19th, 9:00 a.m.     119   

Jan. 19th, 11:15 a.m.       54  

Total:     299 
 

Jan. 25th, 5:30 p.m.       35 

Jan. 26th, 9:00 p.m.     150 

Jan. 26th, 11:15 p.m.       54 

Total     239 
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BUDGET NEWS 
December 2013 
Current Budget 

Beginning Balance    $      3,653.82 

Income:     

  Pledges/Giving                         43,497.33 

Other Income                785.75 

Total Income                          $     44,283.08 

 Expenses:        (44,174.69) 

  Liability Difference               545.46 

  Ending Balance   $      4,307.67 

Liabilities:  

   Withholdings      $     (3,752.04) 

   Apportionments                                  0.00 

Funds Available:                  $           555.63    

 

   Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance    $      6,786.56 

Received                   14,510.66 

Disbursements:                              (442.39)

      $     20,854.83 
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 
 February, as with any month, is replete with a wide variety of holidays and observances 
like: The Day the Music Died [Buddy Holly, Richie Valens and the Big Bopper died in a plane 
crash in 1959] (3), Thank a Mail Carrier Day (4), Lame Duck Day (6), Wave All Your Fingers 
at Your Neighbor Day (7), Kite Flying Day (8), Plum Pudding Day (12), Do a Grouch a Favor 
Day (16), National Chocolate Mint Day (19), Be Humble Day (22), International World 
Thinking Day (22), International Dog Biscuit Day (23), Tennis Day (23), Tell a Fairy Tale Day 
(26), Polar Bear Day (27), National Tooth Fairy Day (28 and/or August 22) and, of course, 
Valentine’s Day (14).  However, as one born in the great state of Pennsylvania, the most im-
portant of days in February is February 2nd, Groundhog Day.  It is a Sunday this year. 

 
On Sunday, February 2nd, Punxsutawney Phil will emerge from his burrow on Gob-

bler’s Knob at 7:20 a.m. EST, check whether he can see his shadow and if he does, six more 
weeks of winter.  If not, there will be an early spring.  I know for which outcome I am hoping. 

 
You may not be aware of how important this observance is; so, I am happy to enlighten 

you.  The event of Groundhog Day became the subject of a movie starring Bill Murray.  Since 
the release of that movie, upwards of 30,000 people have been in attendance when 
Punxsutawney Phil pops out of his burrow.   In 1986, Phil traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
meet President Reagan.  In 1995, Phil was a guest on the Oprah Winfrey television show.  Fans 
of Punxsutawney Phil claim that he is immortal (sustained by a single sip of a special elixir giv-

en to him each summer at the Groundhog Picnic) and Phil’s predictions have never been 
wrong.   

 
You may not know that Groundhog Day has its foundation in Christianity and in the 

observance of and beliefs concerning Candlemas.   
 
Candlemas observes three occasions according to Christian belief: the presentation of 

the child, Jesus; Jesus’ first entry into the temple; and the Virgin Mary’s purification.  Snow-
drops (Galanthas nivalis) are known as Candlemas Bells because they often bloom early in the 

year, even before Candlemas.  

 
According to folklore, an angel helped these Candlemas bells to bloom and pointed to 

them as a sign of hope to Eve, who wept in repentance and in despair over the cold and death 
that entered the world. Many Christians see the flower as a symbol of Jesus Christ being this 
hope for the world. Candles are blessed by clergy and distributed to the faithful.  Candles that 
are lit during Candlemas also symbolize Jesus as the “light of the world”. 

                                     

        Continued on pg. 13 
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Permanent Endowment Committee is taking applications for the  

interest on the endowment funds.  If your committee is in need of extra funding 
for your 2014 projects, please pick up an application in the church office.  The 
deadline for turning the form in is February 28th. 

Manning Lecture Rev. Dr. Renita J. Weems  
 

 Thursday, February 27th, 11:00 am Forum 

  “So, You Want to Be a Prophet:  The Book of Jeremiah” 

 Thursday, February 27th, 7:00 p.m. 

  “So,  You Want to Be a Prophet:  The Book of 1st and 2nd Kings” 

 

 Iowa Wesleyan College - Chapel Auditorium 
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Current as of January 28, 2013 

  
Please Pray For Healing and Support:   

 Dave Adams 

 Becky Beavers 

 Alex Gray, friend of Pastor Deb 

 Kevin, nephew of Lola Swan 

 The father of Betty Kiboko 

 Betsy Johnston 

 Edith Day 

 Phyllis Conner 

 Lennis Moore 

 Allen Rich 

 Vi King 

 Don Davis, brother of Jerry Davis 

 Jim Andrew 

 Linda Albright’s uncle Bob 

 Keith Thomas, Brother-in-law of Susie Hill 

 Children’s Ministries of our church 

 Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers 

 Our sister church and pastors in Medellin, Colombia  

 Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman in South Sudan 

 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world  

 Those who will be traveling winter. 

 
 

 

 

 

Joe and Nicole Syfert celebrated the birth of a daughter, Kyndell Monroe, on November 

29th.  Kyndell is welcomed home by sisters Emerson and Peyton, and grandparents Doyle 

and Nancy Syfert, and Cheryl Christensen.   

The Spiral Staircase, a one hit wonder band, shared the following lyrics, “Oh, I love you 

more today than yesterday, but, darling, not as much as tomorrow.  I thank the Lord for love 

like ours that grows ever stronger and I always will be true.  I'll be spending time with you.”  

A marriage is a journey.  During National Marriage Week February 7-14, FUMC will offer 

an opportunity for couples to make good marriages even better through a customized online 

couple assessment.  Then, on February 23rd couples are invited to join together from 3-5 pm 

to understand their survey results. A belated Valentine meal will be served at 5 pm.  Child 

care will be available.  Cost will be $20 to take the online survey. If you are interested please 

call the church office. 

WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY 

All who are interested in membership at FUMC are invited to the 
parsonage on Saturday March 1st from 9 AM-2PM.  The time will be 
spent getting to know each other, talking about what First United 
Methodist Church has to offer and listening to what church mem-
bership means to you.  Food will be provided. Childcare can be ar-

ranged.  Please call the church office if you are interested.   If you are not able to at-
tend on March 1st but are interested in membership please call the church office.  

Our Sympathies to: 
 

The Doug Kennedy family in the death of Doug’s mother, Bev, on January 3rd and his  

nephew, Sam, on January 13th. 

 

The family of Justin Smith in his death on January 4th. 
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Director of Lay Ministries 
    

Why sign the church attendance record?  
 

Thank you to all who sign the weekly attendance record.  The information is recorded each 

week in the church computer program—Power Church.  I wish everyone would sign in and 

wonder why they don’t.   So I asked myself the questions “Why should they sign in?”  

What difference does it make for them?”  I asked the church staff and googled “recording 

church attendance”.  Here are my findings. 
 

For many years in many churches, numbers were an obsession.  They became an end in-

stead of a means.  That is NOT where we are at FUMC.  We keep statistics for reports but 

the weekly attendance sign in is to help guide ministry. The church mission is to care for its 

members, equip and send them into the world to make disciples of Jesus Christ.  Church 

leaders must be diligent to keep the attendance of those that God entrusts to them in order 

to welcome, equip, and send.  
 

How can you and staff use the weekly attendance information? 

 Welcome those in the pew you are sitting with who you do not know.  Even handing 

them the book to sign is an interaction that can make a difference—a warm smile, a 

glad you are here is part of the welcome of our mission.  

 Know who is attending—members, constituents, visitors, people from other churches, 

the unchurched.  Anyone who signs in that is not in our system is discussed at staff 

meeting to see if anyone knows them or knows what brought them to FUMC.  If we 

have the information we send a “Thank you for worshiping with us letter”   

 If someone who comes regularly stops coming we can follow up.  It is important to 

each of us that someone realizes when we are gone.   

 A tool for people to communicate address changes or whatever they wish to write on 

the sheet. It is hard to take care of our family if we do not know how to contact them.  

 Evaluate our Saturday night and Sunday morning ministry 
 

Mike Smith in his article “Is Taking Church Attendance Important?” had some good 

thoughts.  He says if one looks into the Bible you will see a book named Numbers. His first 

read through was like reading the parts list for a Boeing 747. It was hard for him to keep 

interested and awake. Later as an administrative pastor, one thing that impressed him about 

Numbers was that they kept track of their people. They knew who, where and how many. 

The early church also kept track as recorded in Acts.  Even Jesus’ parable of the 99 sheep 

represented the value of each individual to him. Jesus makes it a point to know the “who, 

where and how many”.  Accountability is the first thing that comes to mind when we think  
         Continued on pg. 10 
     

The Cup of Our Life – Lenten Study 

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. beginning Ash Wednesday 
 

 I have been a fan of Joyce Rupp for probably 25 years.  At that 
time, I was blessed to attend a workshop on dreams that Joyce Rupp pre-
sented in Des Moines.  I have tried to keep up with her writing but she is so 
prolific and her thoughts are so worthy of profound and lengthy delibera-
tion that I am way behind.  One of Joyce Rupp’s books to which I keep 
coming back is The Cup of Our Life A Guide for Spiritual Life.  Her text 
was originally published in 1997 and has been freshened in 2012. 

 I offer this study during Lent for those who are interested in a more intimate and disci-

plined life of prayer.  The first meeting will be on March 5th, Ash Wednesday, at 9:30 a.m.  

For that meeting, I ask that each of you prayerfully choose a cup that you will use for your 

daily spiritual practice and bring it with you so that we might bless our cups together.  And, 

you will need to have a copy or e-book copy of the book; these are available from Amazon for 

between $8 and $12.  If you would like the church to order one of these texts for you, please 

call the church and we would be happy to do so.  
 

I have copied these “Thoughts from the author” from Joyce Rupp’s website: 

     "...I have found the cup to be a powerful teacher for my inner life. The or-
dinariness of the cup reminds me that my personal transformation occurs in 
the common crevices of each day. The cup is an apt image for the inner pro-
cess of growth. The cup has been a reminder of my spiritual thirst. As I've held 

it, filled it, drunk from it, emptied it and washed it, I've learned that it is 
through my ordinary human experiences that my thirst for God is quenched. 
In the cup I see life, with its emptiness, fullness, brokenness, flaws, and bless-
ings. 
     A cup is a container for holding something. Whatever it holds has to eventually be emptied 
out so that something more can be put into it. I have learned that I cannot always expect my life 
to by full. There has to be some emptying, some pouring out, if I am to make room for the new. 
The spiritual journey is like that--a constant process of emptying and filling, of giving and receiv-
ing, of accepting and letting go.  The cup has taught me many valuable lessons for my spiritual 
growth. I have learned that my life holds stale things that need to be discarded and that some-
times my life feels as wounded as a broken cup. I have learned that I have flaws, chips, and 

stains, just as any well-used cup may have, but that these markings of a well-traveled life need 
not prevent me from being a valuable gift for others. I have learned that the contents of my life 
are meant to be constantly given and shared in a generous gesture of compassion, just as the 
main purpose of a cup is to have its contents given away. I have especially learned gratitude for 
all those moments when the unexpected has transformed my life into an abundant cup of bless-
ings.  (The) yearning for greater spiritual oneness with God is the foundation of The Cup of Our 

Life. I hope that this six-week guide, which is centered around the many facets of the cup, will 

inspire you to grow in your relationship with God and will fill your cup of life to overflowing.” 



  FLORESCENT FAITH PUPPETEERS  
Puppet Ministry Needs YOU!! Puppet Ministry has started 

When: Wednesdays                  Time: 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Where: Fellowship Hall & Stage        Needed: Middle School age and up 
 

Do you like music, dancing, talking?  What a way to do all that through puppets!!  If you 

have questions please call: Marci Adams 319-217-0805.  Come join the team for God! 

 

Scholarships:  If you are a senior, or a current  
student, there are scholarships available from the Iowa 
United Methodist Foundation for general studies or for 
Seminary study.  If interested the information and 
forms can be found at www.iumf.org   
  

Applications and all required materials must by be post marked by 
March 15, 2014 to be eligible. 

         Upcoming Recitals 
 

Cathy Taylor (Ana Miller’s mother) will be here at FUMC, Friday, February 7th at 7:00  

p.m. to present an organ recital in our beautiful sanctuary.  It is free of charge and sure to be 

a spiritually recharging evening of music! 
 

Ana Miller will present a voice recital, accompanied by Cathy Taylor, in the IWC chapel on 

Sunday, February 9th at 3:00 p.m.  This recital entitled “From The Heart”, will explore the 

many facets of “Love”.  We’d love to see you there! 

IWC Valentine Dinner 
Mark your calendars for “I'll Be Seeing You," the Iowa Wesleyan College Choir’s annual 

Valentine’s Day Dinner. This year’s dinner will be held on Thursday, February 13th in the 

Fellowship Hall at First United Methodist Church and will feature wonderful musical selec-

tions performed by soloists and several IWC music ensembles, including the Concert Choir, 

Broad Street Connection, Jazz Big Band, and Jazz Combo. The IWC/Mt. Pleasant Faculty-

Alumni Jazz Ensemble will once again perform at the end of the evening. The hall, as al-

ways, will be wonderfully decorated for the occasion. 
 

The evening will include a pork-loin dinner and cheesecake dessert served by formally 

dressed members of the Iowa Wesleyan College Choir. A limited number of vegetarian din-

ners will be available by calling the Iowa Wesleyan College Choral Office at 319-385-6354. 

Tickets are $10.00 per person (singles are encouraged to attend!) or $70 for a table of eight. 

Tickets are available from Iowa Wesleyan College Choir members, the First United Method-

ist Church office, and Brown’s Shoe Fit on the square in Mt. Pleasant. 
 

All proceeds will be gifted to the Iowa Choral Directors Association Weston Noble Endow-

ment Fund.  We hope to see you on the 13th!  

LET’S GO WATCH A PUPPET SHOW!! 
Presented by the Marion, First United Methodist  

Church, on Saturday, March 1st.  The service starts  

at 7:00 p.m.  If interested in fellowshipping with  

others and watching a wonderful and inspiring performance, please call the 

church (319-385-1740) or Marci Adams (319-217-0805.  We will leave for 

Marion at 5:00 p.m.   

We would like to thank Pastor Deb and our many friends for 
the prayers, cards, phone calls, visits, all the delicious food, 
gift certificates, money, and flowers that we received during 
my fall and surgery.  We were over whelmed by the your 
pouring of caring.  God Bless each and everyone of you. 
 
     Bill and Rosemary Marley 

“Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.  Life is beauty, admire it.  Life is a dream, realize 

it.  Life is a challenge, meet it.  Life is a duty, complete it.  Life is a game, play it.  Life is a 

promise, fulfill it.  Life is sorrow, overcome it.  Life is a song, sing it.  Life is a struggle, 

accept it.  Life is a tragedy, confront it.  Life is an adventure, dare it.  Life is luck, make it.  

Life is too precious, do not destroy it.  Life is life, fight for it.” 

 

        By Mother Teresa 
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UNITED METHODIST  WOMEN 

Hello to all of my friends down in Mt Pleasant.  Hope you are all well.  I’m doing ok, but I miss 

everyone a lot.  Guess someday I’ll be able to adjust.  I go to church up here at St James and I real-

ly like it, otherwise I don’t get out much.  My granddaughter brings her little one over, and that 

helps. When the weather clears up that will help a lot.  I can go out and sit in the sun or out in the 

gazebo.  Getting to know a few here.  I fix my own breakfast and  eat out in the dining room for 

dinner and supper unless there is something else I want to do.  The 

meals are pretty good. 

Pastor Deb, thank you for all you did for me, and thanks again  

for all the trips that were made taking me to Iowa City and to all 

the ones who drove me around.  You were all a God send to me.  

I would enjoy hearing from  you all.  
 

In Christian love to all, 

 

Jean Harryman. 

THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!     THANK YOU!  

 
 

         Grace Circle, Thursday, February 6th, 10:00 a.m. in room 109. 

        Friendship Circle, NO MEETING IN FEBRUARY  

                 Patience Circle, Saturday, February 15th, 9:00  a.m.  Rm. 111 

                          Love Circle, NO MEETING  
 

If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women or join a circle, call 

Joyce Miller at 385-7037 

4 
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From pg. 1                                   According to an old English song: 
If Candlemas be fair and bright, 

Come, Winter, have another flight; 
If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, 

Go Winter, and come not again. 
  

“The Romans legions, during the conquest of the northern country, supposedly brought this 
tradition to the Germans, who picked it up and concluded that if the sun made an appearance 
on Candlemas Day, an animal, the hedgehog, would cast a shadow, thus predicting six more 
weeks of bad weather, which they interpolated as the length of the ‘Second Winter.’” (From 
the official Groundhog Day website).  The Germans were among the first settlers to Western 
Pennsylvania found the groundhog to be a plentiful and readily available animal to use for 

weather prediction. 
 Whether Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow or not, whether there is six more weeks 
of winter or not, whatever the future holds, as Red Green says, “Remember, I'm pulling for 
you. We're all in this together.”  
 

The Pennsylvanian happily transplanted in Iowa, 
 

Pastor Deb 

910 7th St. SE Apt. 101 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401-2400 

I used to live where  

I ain’t no more,  

I’ve moved where 

I never was before, 

You know where I was,  

but not where I is, 

So here’s the new address  

where ‘tis. 

Calling All Church Ladies! 
  It’s a Soup Supper and Game Night in Fellowship Hall. 
  

  Thursday, February 6th at 5:30 p.m. Friendship Circle of  
  United Methodist Women is inviting All Church Ladies  

  and guests to a night of:    Food - Fun - Fellowship - Games. 

  

 Please join us for soup and finger foods and wipe away the winter duldrums.  Call 
 Karen Brimhall 385-3710 with questions and the church office 385-1740 for a   
 ride. 

Bread and Broth – Lenten Study 

Sunday Evenings at 4:00 p.m. starting on Sunday, March 9th 
  

    In the Hebrew and Christian scripture, we find many references to breaking bread 
together as a sign of community.  Lent is a time when we gather as a community of 

people to be fed by our Lord through study and in many congregations, including this 
one, though an actual meal.   
  

    The following is a list of the topic and soups that we will use during this Lenten sea-

son, if there is interest.  We ask that those who participate also help to provide the 
soups and breads. 
  

March 9 Session 1    Jacob and Lentil Stew 

March 16 Session 2    Moses and Vegetable Soup 
March 23 Session 3    Joshua and Chicken Soup 

March 30 Session 4    Elisha and Potato Soup 
April 6  Session 5    John the Baptist and Beef Barley Soup 

April 13 Session 6    Jesus and Lamb Stew 
  



1 

Cayla Burns 

Brian Iles 

 

2 

Michelle Anderson 

Barbara Elgar 

Tyler Fitzpatrick 

Tony Maxwell 

Matthew McCabe 

Royce Miller 
 

3 

Barbara Kennedy 

Marcus Moothart 

Scott Vick 

Clayton Wilson 
 

4 

Richard Nyswonger 

Logan Philips 
 

5 

Alyvia Anderson 

Alysa Dyall 
 

6 

William Bensmiller 

Marilyn Tolander 
 

 

7 

Janet Klein 

Elinor Krieger-Coble 

Lane Ridenour 
 

8 

Lisa Miller 

Amanda Puaina 

Cody Smith 

Mark Stalder 

Kelly White 

Joan Rodgers 
 

9 

Tim Heusel 

Orlo Moehle 

David Muhs 

Byron Olson 
 

10 

Jeff Beavers 

Deanna Palar 

Monica Wesely 

 

11 

Jason Goody 

Katrina Harvey 

Payton Miller 

Ken Seibert 
 

12 

David Bracht-Wagner 

Russell Breazeale 

Linda Keith 

Charlotte Scott 
 

13 

John Pullis 
 

 

 

 

    14 

Doug Kennedy 

Brady Reynolds 

Dorothy Robertson 

Amanda West 

Trace White 
 

15 

Sharon Burk 

Addison Krogmeier 

Cathy Ruschill 

Robert Wettach 
 

16 

Arthur Evans 

Kendra Ruschill 

Dustin Schwerin 
 

17 

Kenneth Barr 

Kate Miller 
 

18 

Scott Davidson 

Janice Shafer 

Iona Steffens 
 

19  

Holly Jones 

Jason Warner 

Victoria Wilson 
 

20 

Dean Aicher 

Jean Barker 

Rachel Beatty 

Lisa Dunn 

Nadine Martin 

Joseph Syfert 

Valerie Willham 

21 

Donita Benedict 
 

22 

Nichole Franklin 

Samuel Van De Berg 

 

23 

Kay Rogers 
 

24 

Robert Beatty 

Trenton Keefer 

Jeff McGohan 

Mackenzie Notestein 
 

 25 

Carol Nemitz  

Kyle Noble 
 

26 

Dale Davidson 

Betsy Johnston 

Spencer Newman 

Lisa Price 
 

27 

David Curtis 

Carl Scott 
 

28 

Elizabeth Garrels 

Allison Lowe 

Grant Davidson 

Ellee Stewart 
 

(29) 

Beth Freiberg 
 

What’s Dishin’ with Missions? 

The Advent Calendar and Heifer Project drive, taken at Christmas, was 

again a BIG success! 
 

There were three people that purchased the whole Advent calendar for a total of $1,475.40 

and $2,603 given for individual days or items and 178 in kind gifts.  What a wonderful way 

to support the Fellowship Cup! 
 

Heifer Project sold 14 flocks of Chicks, 5 flocks of Ducks, 7 flocks of Geese, 4 plus 7 shares 

of Goats, 1 Heifer and 10 shares for another one, 2 Trios plus 3 shares of Rabbits, 5 plus 3 

shares of Sheep and Undesignated amount of $295.   The best way to help those in need is to 

teach them how to care for and raise their own food.  You helped many families this year 

develop a better life.    
 

Souperbowl Sunday, February 2 
 

  Souperbowl is a contest between organizations in Mt. Pleasant,  

  to see which church or organization can deliver the most canned  

  soup (preferably with protein) to the Fellowship Cup by  

  February 10.  Bring several cans with you to church next  

  Sunday,  “ We can do the most!”. 

BIRTHDAYS 
Continued from pg. 3 

of attendance. When we know the “who, where and how many” we become accountable to  

those who are represented by those numbers.  If we take a van load of teens to Mexico on a 

short term mission trip and pay attention only to their growth experience and not notice that 

we went down with twenty and came back with nineteen we will be held accountable! 

Weekly attendance is one way to know the "who, what and where”.  Please sign in! 
 

Be God’s  
 

Joan 

Director of Lay Ministries 
 

  Laity 

  Growing Spiritually 

  Ministering to others 

7 
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Greetings, 
 

It is winter and with winter comes snow.   

Growing up in Iowa and most of  my childhood  

and early adolescence being in northern Iowa, I  

am familiar with snow.  One may even say,  

overly familiar with snow.  Since I could push a  

shovel, I have been shoveling.  Many of you can agree with me and it is something very 

few seem to get excited about or find great pleasure in doing.  However, I must confess I 

am starting to enjoy shoveling snow.  (Now before you start calling asking me to shovel 

your walk and drive keep reading.) 

 I have begun to find enjoyment in shoveling snow, because I have a helper who 

LOVES “helping” shovel snow.  It is not that he actually does any of the shoveling.  He 

will grab ahold of the end of the shovel and when he does it usually dumps what snow was 

in the shovel all over the area that has already been cleared.  But if you want excitement 

and energy, my dog, Oxford has it when it comes to shoveling snow. 

 As a Labrador, it is in his DNA to love water in all its forms and he does.  When 

shoveling, he will have ice cycles hanging off his chin.  His coat of black will look white 

or salt and pepper at best.  But one can’t help but share in his joy and excitement.  I can’t 

get enough snow fast enough to keep up with him.  He makes me want to go faster to share 

in his joy.   

 Do you think maybe this could be an illustration of the relationship God wants with 

us?  
  

Be Bold, Be Strong 
 

Pastor Dave 
 

     Christian EducationChristian Education  
Sundays 

Join us from 10:15 to 11:15. 

Children, Youth and Adult classes! 
 

Wednesday Evenings 

6:30 to 7:45 with a light meal served from 6:00 to 6:30! 
 

Participation and Volunteer Opportunities!   
 

AWANA program including game time, Youth Group, Puppet Ministry, Men’s and 

Women’s group. 
 

We have a full line up!  Contact Carla McNamee @ 217-1913 if you are interested  

in helping or if you have questions. 

     2013-2014   
 

THEME NIGHTS 
Feb. 05 - STORE Night 

Feb. 12 - Hat Night 

 Feb. 19 - Valentine’s Night 

Feb. 26 - Crazy Hair Night 

Mar. 05 - Racing Theme Night 

Mar. 12 - Occupation Night 

Mar. 19 - Backwards/Opposite Night 

Mar. 26 - Tye Dye Night 

Apr.  02 - Twin Day 

Apr.  09 - STORE 

Apr.  16 - Awards Night - POTLUCK 
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Come join us for Women’s Bible Study every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in room 111.  

We have just started a new book “Beautiful in God’s Eyes” by Elizabeth George. The 

book and study are available in the church office for $18.50.  If you have questions please 

call Ava Seibert, 931-2808, or the church office, 318-1740.  We look forward to learning 

together and fellowship. 

Men’s Fraternity meets every Wednesday, at 6:30 p.m. in room 109.  If you have 

questions please call Rich McNamee at 385-1626. 

 

  IGNITE YOUR WEDNESDAYS 
 

  TO MAKE IT THROUGH THE WEEK 
    Food, fun, fellowship, and Bible study makes a difference! 

 



12:00 p.m. - Brady Reynolds B. Day Party  F. H.  

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship 

  Ken Brown - Speaker 
 

16th - Sunday    
  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

  Ken Brown - Speaker 

10:15 a.m. -  Sunday School  

11:15 a.m. - Praise and Worship in the Sanctuary 

  Ken Brown - Speaker 

   5:00 p.m. - Cub Scout Blue & Gold Banquet 
 

17th - Monday 

10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting   

  6:00 p.m. - Relay for Life 

  6:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 
 

18th - Tuesday 

  5:30 p.m. - Worship    Pastor’s Dave’s Office 

  6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed.   Rm. 109 

  7:00 p.m. - Acapella    F. Hall 

  7:30 p.m.- Ad Council   Rm. 9-11 
 

19th - Wednesday    

  5:45 p.m. - Bell Choir 

  6:00 p.m. - AWANA meal 

  6:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study  Rm. 111 

  6:30 p.m. - Men’s Bible Study  Rm. 109 

  6:30 p.m. - AWANA 

  6:30 p.m. - Choir 

  6:30 p.m. - Fluorescent Puppeteers  
 

20th - Thursday   MESSENGER DEADLINE 

  9:00 a.m. - RIM  Rm. 109 

  6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts  F. Hall 

  7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts  Rm. 111 
 

21st - Friday 
   

22nd - Saturday 

  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study 

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship 
   

23rd - Sunday  CAMP SUNDAY 

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary  

10:15 a.m. -  Sunday School  

11:15 a.m. - Praise and Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

24th - Monday 

10:30 a.m. - Staff meeting 

    5:15 p.m. - Cub Scouts 

  6:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 

  6:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts 

  6:30 p.m. - Foster Kids  Rm. 7 

  6:30 p.m. - Foster Parents   Rm. 9-11 
 

25th - Tuesday 
   

26th - Wednesday  

  5:45 p.m. - Bell Choir 

  6:00 p.m. - AWANA meal 

  6:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study  Rm. 111 

  6:30 p.m. - Men’s Bible Study  Rm. 109 

  6:30 p.m. - AWANA 

  6:30 p.m. - Choir 

  6:30 p.m. - Fluorescent Puppeteers  
   

27th- Thursday 

  6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts     F. Hall 

  7:00 p.m. - Manning Lecture at IWC 

  Renita Weems - Speaking 
 

28th - Friday 
   

 

1st - Saturday 

  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study 

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship  

  6:30 p.m. - Sunday School Teacher Appreciation 

  At McNamee’s 
 

2nd - Sunday 

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m. -  Sunday School  

11:15 a.m. - Praise and Worship    Sanctuary 
 

3rd - Monday 

 10:30 a.m. - Staff  Meeting 

  5:15 p.m. - Cub Scout Den 

  6:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 

  6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Den 
 

4th - Tuesday   

  9:00 a.m. - REM  F. Hall 

  6:00 p.m. - SPRC  Rm. 109 

  7:00 p.m. - Nurture and Outreach   Rm. 7  
 

5th - Wednesday 

  5:45 p.m. - Bell Choir 

  6:00 p.m. - AWANA meal 

  6:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study  Rm. 111 

  6:30 p.m. - Men’s Bible Study  Rm. 109 

  6:30 p.m. - AWANA 

  6:30 p.m. - Choir 

  6:30 p.m. - Fluorescent Puppeteers  

  7:00 p.m. - Sr. High Youth 
 

6th - Thursday       

  8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love 

10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle  Rm. 109 

  5:00 p.m. - UMW Exc. Meeting  Rm. 109 

  6:00 p.m. - UMW Unit Meeting  F. Hall 
      

7th - Friday   

  7:00 p.m. - Cathy Taylor Organ Recital 
 

8th - Saturday 

  8:00 a.m. - UMM  Rm. 109 

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship 
 

9th - Sunday 

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m. -  Sunday School  

11:15 a.m. - Praise and Worship / Sanctuary 
 

10th - Monday 

10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting  Rm. 109 

  5:15 p.m. - Cub Scout Den 

  6:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 

  6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Den 
 

11th - Tuesday 

  4:00 p.m. - IWC set up in F. Hall 

  5:30 p.m. - Missions  Rm. 7 

  6:30 p.m. - Trustees   Rm. 109 

  7:00 p.m. - Acapella   Sanctuary 

  7:30 p.m. - Finance    Rm. 9-11 
   

12th - Wednesday 

  5:45 p.m. - Bell Choir 

  6:00 p.m. - AWANA meal 

  6:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study  Rm. 111 

  6:30 p.m. - Men’s Bible Study  Rm. 109 

  6:30 p.m. - AWANA 

  6:30 p.m. - Choir 

  6:30 p.m. - Fluorescent Puppeteers  
   

13th - Thursday  

  9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners  Rm. 9-11 

  6:00 p.m. - Valentine Dinner 

  6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts  Rm. 9-11 

 

14th - Friday 
    

15th - Saturday 

  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study 

  9:00 p.m. - Patience Circle 
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Marilyn Tolander will be celebrating a special birthday, her 

80th, on February 6th.  Lets shower her with cards and best 

wishes. 


