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FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Thank you so much for your kind and generous donation .
Connection Staff

The Family

Thank you Church Family for the Subway gift card during finals week. Came
in handy for when I didn’t have time to cook.
Grace Davidson
Thank you for the generous donation of Bibles for our hospice patients. We
appreciate you!
Staff at Hospice

“What’s the Deal?”

Doesn’t this drawing make Jesus look as if he is confused? Doesn’t it look like Jesus
is asking, “What’s the deal?” Maybe Jesus, not just in this drawing, but in real life was a bit
confused. Jesus had left his home to begin a public ministry and, though, sinless, submitted
to the baptism of John for the repentance of sin because “it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). Seems like it should have been enough; however, it
wasn’t. Immediately, Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness. In the wilderness,
Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights and was famished. In his exhausted, weakened physical state, Jesus was tempted by the devil. The temptations included physical comfort (the end
of Jesus’ hunger), assurance of his identity (the one whom angels would serve and protect
from any harm), and power (over the world and all its people). All three temptations were
spurned by Jesus. Okay, admittedly, Jesus was one fully human and fully divine and is the
Son of God so Jesus could be expected to pass any test with flying colors. So, what’s the
deal?
I think that the big deal is that Jesus was able to reject these temptations not through
any miraculous display of divine power (available only to Jesus) but because Jesus knew the scriptures, Jesus knew the danger of giving in to temptation (a slipEnjoy the
pery slope), and Jesus was in an intimate relationship with God. All these attribseek and
utes are available to you, to me—to us.
find on this
page and
Lent becomes a time of testing—a practice field, if you will. Giving up,
seek and
doing without, or taking up a spiritual discipline offers each of us a chance to try
find of
to figure out the puzzle of our relationships with God through knowledge of
faith durscriptures, appreciation the danger of temptation and the power of sin in our lives ing Lent!
and strengthening our relationship with God.—Pastor Deb
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Dear FUMC, Thank you so much for sending me the birthday card, finals
Subway gift cards, and the beautiful, hand made, scarf. I have already used the
gift cards and the scarf which helps keep me very warm! I’m so thankful and
blessed to be a part of this church and community.
Happy Holidays, Kirsten Smith
Dear Church Members, Thank you for your donation to FISH and your generous support of the Advent Calendar. We truly appreciate all your support!
Many Blessings, Fellowship Cup
Thanks for praying and caring with us in our family member’s death. We are
all one Christian family together.
Tom Moore and Joyce Hanks
Dear Church Family—However would we have made it though this past weekend and a half of one medical problem after another without your prayers.
Thank you so very much for the outpouring of love and support.
Roy and Joy Gilleard
Thank you all the wonderful people who helped to make the sanctuary so lovely for the celebration of Christmas.
First Staff Members
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Prayer and Holy Communion. Will be on

Thursday, February 1st and on March 1st, from
noon to 1:00 p.m. Join us and retreat to a quiet place to
lift up your prayers and concerns to God. There will be
scriptures and prayers that you can read and when you
are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will serve you.

Card Ministry will be extending thinking of you greetings to our
shut-ins, saying “Happy Birthday” to our senior citizens and youth, or a big
“Thank you” to the many fellow members who so graciously give of their
time and talent.
Won’t you please join us on Friday February 9th, at 10:00 a.m. in room 109 to extend a special greeting to a church family member.
If you know someone who could use a thank you or a cheery note please let the church
office know, 385-1740. If you have cards that you will not be using, they will be welcomed
and used here.

New Column – You Asked!

Why is Easter When Easter Is?

“Easter is a moveable feast, which means that it does not occur on the same date every

year. How is the date of Easter calculated?
Here's the Formula for Determining the Date of Easter – In A.D. 325, the Council of
Nicaea set the date of Easter as the Sunday following the paschal full moon, which is the
full moon that falls on or after the vernal (spring) equinox. In practice, that means that Easter is always the first Sunday after the first full moon that falls on or after March 21. Easter
can occur as early as March 22 and as late as April 25, depending on when the paschal full
moon occurs.
What Is the Significance of the Paschal Full Moon? – The Council of Nicaea decided
that Easter must always occur on a Sunday because Sunday was the day on which Christ
rose from the dead. But why is the paschal full moon used to determine the date of Easter?
The answer comes from the Jewish calendar. Passover fell on the date of the paschal full
moon in the Jewish calendar, and the Last Supper (Holy Thursday) occurred on the Passover. Therefore, the very first Easter Sunday—the day on which Christ rose from the dead—
was the Sunday after Passover.”
by Scott P. Richert

Our Sympathy to:

Ben and Judy Bower and family on the death of her sister,

th

Linda Appleby, on Dec. 20 .

An Ash Wednesday Service will begin
the season of Lent. The service will be
held on February 14th at 7:00 p.m. at
First Presbyterian Church with Pastor
Deb preaching on St. Valentine. The service will offer an anthem by the joint
Presbyterian and United Methodist
choirs and the imposition of ashes.

February

February 4: John 4:1-42, Psalm 42:1-3
February 11: John 9:1-41, Psalm 27:1-4
February 18: John 11:1-44, Psalm 104:27-30
February 25: John 13:1-17, Psalm 51:7-12
13

The family of Richard King on his death, Thursday, December 21st.
The family of Doris Brent on her death, Friday, December 22nd.
The Dave Snodgrass family on the death of Barb’s mother, Phyllis Behrens, of Tipton, IA,
on December 29th.
The Robert “Bob” Statler family on his death on Wednesday, January 3rd.
The Dale Davidson family on the death of Dale’s brother, James, on September 18th. A
Celebration of life is being planned.
Virginia Moore, mother, Tom Moore, brother and Joyce Hanks on the death of Terry
Moore, on Saturday January 6th.
Jim and Linda Andrew on the death of their sister-in-law, Janice Lott, Sunday, January 7th.
Jeff and Becky Beavers and Anthony, Angie, Abby and Aiden Blint family on the death of
Mansel Beavers, father, grandfather and great grandfather, on Saturday, January 13th.
Ava Seibert, Kendra Seibert, and Anna Dale and family on the death of Ken Seibert, husband, father and grandfather, on Tuesday, January 16th.
Mike, Michelle, Alyvia, Chloe and Malia Anderson on the death of Mike’s mother, Cass
Gibson on January 26th.
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SMART MONEY SMART KIDS

Please Pray For Healing and Support
















Up to date as of Jan. 29, 2017

Bill Brickey
Irene Shutt
Nate Burden
Roy and Joy Gilleard
Richard Tolander
Marcella Moore - Marcie Adams’ mother
Vern Peterson & his wife and care giver, Gwen
Wanda Miller
Vada Graber
Melinda Huisinga
Buddy Fowler
Teresa Logan Schneider - Neighbor of Cleo McKim - Fell & broke her leg.
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Boy Scout Sunday will be celebrated on February
4th. Please make plans to stay after church, for a
Spaghetti Lunch, being cooked and served by the
Scouts that meet here at FUMC. Let us get to know
them and give them a big “Thank you” for their
hard work.

As you have opportunity and take time to reflect in private, catch the February issue of the
Tissue Times. There are short articles about Ash
Wednesday, a calendar of events and thoughtful
humor.
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I can’t count the number of times during the Financial Peace
University class that I’ve heard ‘I sure wish I’d have learned this
years ago!’ First United Methodist Church is soon to offer a
solution to this for our next generation.
Dave Ramey’s Smart Money Smart Kids, teaches parents how
to raise money-smart kids by equipping them to teach their children how to win with money. It starts with the basics like working, spending, saving and giving then moves into more challenging issues like avoiding debt for life, paying cash for college and
battling discontentment. With practical strategies for teens and toddlers alike,
Smart Money Smart Kids shows how to teach them these lessons today!
Ashley Hobbs and Lesa Fitzpatrick will lead this 6 week class Sunday, February 11th
through March 18th at 3:30 at FUMC. Each class is one hour in length and babysitting is available. The cost for each couple is $55. Scholarships are available. Contact the office at 385 1740 with questions or to signup today to begin healthy financial family traditions!

Join us in filling the sanctuary on, Sunday, March
18th, with daffodils from the American Cancer Society
Daffodil Days. If you would like to help with this project, they need to be ordered and paid for by February
14th. Please Call Karla Lance at 319-931-1504 or email her at karla_k69@hotmail.com to order. There
will also be a clip board available
on Sundays, February 4th and 11th,
for you to sign up to help. (We will
keep them in the refrigerator here at
the church and put them out to open
in time for Sunday, March 18th.)
After that Sunday, you may take them home. One bunch is
$10, Gift of Hope Bouquet $25 (with a vase), Dainty Daffodils, $20 (5 planted bulbs), and a bunch and a Monkey or
Bear, $20.
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6
William
Bensmiller
7
Janet Klein
Elinor KriegerCoble
Lane Ridenour
8
Lisa Miller
Cody Smith
Mark Stalder
Kelly White

17
Kenneth Barr
Myar Rodgers
18
Scott Davidson
Elias Hampton
Iona Steffens

9
Tim Heusel
Orlo Moehle
David Muhs
Byron Olson

19
Holly Jones
Jason Warner
Victoria Wilson

10
Jeff Beavers
Joy Gilleard
Deanna Palar
Monica Wesely
Michelle Anderson
Barbara Elgar
Tyler Fitzpatrick
Tony Maxwell
Royce Miller
David Miller
3
Ashley Bryan
Ella Eads
Barbara Kennedy
Marcus Moothart
Scott Vick
Clayton Wilson
4
Richard Nyswonger
5
Alyvia Anderson

26
Dale Davidson
Betsy Johnston
Spencer Newman
Lisa Price
27
David Curtis
Wyatt Miller
Weston Miller
Carl Scott
28
Elizabeth Garrels
Allison Lowe
Grant Roberson
Ellee Stewart

20
Dean Aicher
Jean Barker
Rachel Beatty
Lisa Dunn
Mason Fraker
Nadine Martin
Joe Syfert

11
Jason Goody
Payton Miller
12
Sylvia Dale
Linda Keith
Hannah Tewell

21
Donita Benedict

13
John Pullis

22
Nichole Franklin
Sam Van De Berg

14

23
Kay Rogers

Doug Kennedy
Brady Reynolds
Dorothy Robertson
Trace White

24
Robert Beatty
Trenton Keefer
Jeff McGohan
Mackenzie Notestein
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16
Arthur Evans
Kendra Ruschill

25
Carol Nemitz
Kyle Noble
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Cayla Burns
Brian Iles

15
Sharon Burk
Addison Krogmeier
Cathy Ruschill
Robert Wettach

From the desk of Pastor Luann…
Some of you might know by now that I am a directionally challenged individual. I am not embarrassed or
ashamed to admit this; it is simply a reality for me. If
you were to ask me to point toward the North, South,
East, or West, chances are I could not do so correctly.
You see, I am from the South, and in the South, we never give much thought to “which way is North,” or
“which way is East.” I suppose one (albeit small) reason for this could be that most of the roads in the South
are not straight. They have sharp curves, twists, and
turns. Furthermore, just because you began driving on a
road going North, doesn’t mean you will still be going
North when you come to the end of it. I am not sure if
this is a real reason for having never learned the four
cardinal directions, but it is one that I offer. I am getting better at them, but I am certainly
no expert, yet.
Recently I went to Iowa City for a hospital visit. Before I left home, I called the
hospital to determine the floor and room number of the person I was visiting. The woman
with whom I spoke was very nice and was happy to give me directions to my destination.
She told me to park in Parking Ramp 2, and then recommended that I take the North elevator to the skywalk. Honestly, she lost me at the word “North!” She must have sensed my
hesitation with her directions, because she immediately followed her statement with the
most soothing words ever spoken to a directionally challenged person. She said, “Don’t
worry. There will be a sign in the parking ramp that will guide you to the North elevator.
You will be just fine.” Whew! What a relief that was! And, it was a great relief when I arrived at the parking ramp and saw a very large sign on the wall, directing me toward the
North elevator. Ahhh! I knew in that very moment that everything was going to be just fine! And, it was. I thanked God for the help—and guidance—that had been provided for me
that day.
As I think about it, God has promised us guidance and help throughout our whole
lives. Think about all of God’s promises to us in the Bible. Isn’t it is comfort to know
those promises and be able to recall them over and over again, particularly when we find
ourselves in need of comfort? In fact, I have a “favorite” verse that I have recalled repeatedly over the past several years. It comes from Isaiah 41:10 and it says, “Fear not, for I am
with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” No matter where I am and no matter what the
situation is, when I find that I am worried or afraid, I recite that verse and it comforts me,
every single time. It has become a God promise in my life and it is a verse I cling to, even
to this day.
Continued on pg. 10
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Continued from pg. 4

Circle meetings
Grace Circle, Thursday, February 1st, in Rm. 109, 10:00 pm.
Friendship Circle, Thursday, February 15th, 5:15 p.m. at Pizza Hut. All are welcome
to join us for a short program, a meal, and fun time together.
Patience Circle, Saturday, February 17th, 9:00 a.m. in Rm. 111
Love Circle, Thursday, February 15th, 11:30 a.m., at Sunnybrook. Please call
Joyce 385-4723, to let her know you are going or for a ride. Lunch is $6.

Therefore, while you may not be directionally challenged, chances are there are other situations in your life that cause you to worry, be frustrated, or hurt. If this is true for
you, then I encourage you, brothers and sisters, to turn to the promises God has given us in
the Bible and cling to them. No matter if you are holding the hand of a loved one in the
hospital, struggling with feelings of loneliness or worry, or trying to find your way North
when you have no idea where “North” is, God is there, too. Cling to God’s promises and
savor the comfort they bring.
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Luann

As an Iowa United Methodist, would
you like faith-based information about
such topics as:

Join the Chancel Choir for Lent.
You are invited to join the Chancel Choir during the Lenten season, as this year, they will be supporting the worship services with selections from “In His Name”, a cantata by Joel Raney.
The entire cantata will be the center of the Good Friday
worship service on March 30th. Choir rehearsal is 6:30 PM
on Wednesdays in the sanctuary choir loft. Please consider joining the choir in enhancing the
worship services during Lent, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

Pastor Luann will be leading a NEW Sunday
School class. It will be called POLO” (which
stands for parents of little ones). This class
will be held at 9:00 AM on Sunday mornings,
during the regular Sunday school hour. It is
especially designed for parents of young children. While the parents are in Sunday school,
the nursery will be open and will be a wonderful space for your young ones to interact with
other children their age. If you would be interested in attending this exciting new
Sunday School class, please speak with Pastor Luann! More details will be coming
very soon!!
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Water quality
Medicaid and mental health services
Immigration policy
Opioid addiction
State taxes?

The Iowa Conference Legislative Advocacy Team tracks these issues, and
more, in order to inform state legislators about positions the United Methodist
Church has officially taken regarding them.
If you would like to be informed about important legislation being considered
at the State Capitol so you can let your voice to heard, send an email to Brian
Carter (not our Brian Carter) at briancar@dwx.com and add your name to the
legislative alert email list. You can, of
course, unsubscribe at any time. For
more information, visit
www.iaumc.org/advocacy.
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JOB OPENINGS
Jean Evans has announced her retirement as of the end of May 2018 from her position here at FUMC. After 30+ years of service and ministry to our church, she will
be greatly missed; we thank her hard work and dedication. We wish her well as
she enjoys spending more time with her family; her granddaughters are quite excited.

Brothers and sister, you are likely well aware that there have been many,
too many, incidences of violence and mass shootings throughout the country.
We do not want to be paranoid; however, none of the people who were in places of mass violence ever thought that they were in a danger zone. It is better
for us to be proactive, have a plan and never use it than to have no plan and
suffer guilt and pain because we didn’t.
Although there is nothing that we can do to prevent violence, we may be
able to reduce its impact should something happen here. The first steps were
taken last week. Lt. Lyle Murray, of the Mt. Pleasant Police Department, was
invited to take a tour of our church building to see how we could secure the
church building from crimes of theft or burglary and could maximize our
chances of survival during an active shooter attack.
Lt. Murray gave a presentation to the Administrative Council on Tuesday, January 23rd. The observations Lt. Murray shared and the possible ways
he suggested to make this facility safer, will be communicated to the church’s
Board of Trustees at their meeting on February 13th for action and implementation. One option, Lt. Murray suggested for use during the week was to have
only one door open which would restrict access to the building and allow for
greater knowledge of who is in the building.
The most helpful advice that Lt. Murray shared is encapsulated in “Run,
Hide, Fight.” Run, if possible. Hide if escape in not possible. Fight as a last
resort. Don’t wait until police secure the scene. Listen for the sound of
gun shots and run in the opposite direction. Lt. Murray shared that throwing anything at the shooter is effective and noted that we have plenty of things
to throw—pencils, phones, hymnals, and Bibles. More will be forthcoming.

Jean’s duties have been divided into two part-time positions. The Pastoral Administrative Assistant will be responsible for meeting and greeting visitors, answering the telephone, processing the mail, scheduling meetings, typing agendas
and minutes, maintaining the files, publishing the weekly bulletin and monthly
messenger and assisting both of our pastors. The Finance and Membership Coordinator will be responsible for all matters relating to the financial transactions of
the church which include monthly and annual financial reports, budget, payroll,
accounts receivable, accounts payable, memorials and membership records. This
person will also attend team ministry meetings of the Ad Council, Board of Trustees, Memorial, Generosity and Stewardship, and Permanent Endowment.
Ads will be placed in local newspapers and on social media during the month of
February; interviews will be conducted in March. We are seeking candidates who
are preferably not a member of our own church; however, if you have a personal
interest or know of someone you would like to recommend, please let us know.
We would be glad to answer your questions and provide additional information.
Thank you.
SPRC Ministry Team
Melinda Huisinga, Chairperson

First Floor Restrooms

patient during the process.
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Trustees, Generosity/Stewardship Ministry Team, and
our Administrative Council has approved new restrooms
to be built in the area that is now our handicapped restroom, small office and ushers’ station off the back of
the sanctuary. We will also be constructing a new counter area where we will serve coffee and cookies on Sunday morning. This remodeling project will last approximately two months and will start February 1st. Please be
6

8th - Thursday
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
9th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
10th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
11th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING for
Project Wesley
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
12th - Monday
5:30 –7:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
13th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
1st - Thursday
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
14th - Ash Wednesday
3:00 p.m. - UMW Rm. 109
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Ash Wednesday Service at First
Presbyterian
2nd - Friday
15th - Thursday
3rd - Saturday
11:30 a.m. - Love Cir. Sunnybrook
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Cir.
4th - BOY SCOUT SUNDAY
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
7:00 p.m. - Republicans Rm. 109
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
16th - Friday
11:15 a.m. - Spaghetti Lunch by Boy Scouts
17th - Saturday
5th - Monday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle
5:00 p.m. - Democrats F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rm. 9-11
18th - First Sunday of Lent
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
6th - Tuesday
10:00
a.m. - Worship
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
5:00 p.m. - Member/Guest Ministry Rm. 9-11 19th - Monday
5:00 p.m. - Outreach Ministry Rec. Rm.
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
7th - Wednesday
20th - Tuesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:00 p.m. - Christian Education Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Choir In Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
7 7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11

21st - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary
22nd - Thursday Messenger Deadline
9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 9-11
23rd - Friday
5:00 p.m. - Pine Wood Derby set up
24th - Saturday
1:00 a.m. - Pine Wood Derby F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship

25th - Second Sunday of Lent
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
26th - Monday
5:30 –7:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
27th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
28th - Wednesday
3:30 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir Rm. 201
6:30 p.m. - Choir in Sanctuary

BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

December 2017—Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
20,328.99
Income:
Pledges/Giving
31,179.44
Other Income
240.55
ACH for Mission
1,135.83
Total Income
$
32,555.82
Expenses:
(39,918.51)
Liability Difference
(661.42)
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Withholdings

$

12,304.88

$

(2,448.30)

Funds Available:

$

9,856.58

$

8,847.91
8,879.03
(5,384.80)

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
Received
Disbursements:

$

12,342.14
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Dec. 24, 10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
11:00 p.m.
Total:

97
203
36
336

Dec. 30, 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 31, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

11
72
83

Jan. 6, 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 7, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

21
106
127

Jan. 13, 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 14, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

28
113
141

Jan. 20, 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 21, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

32
123
155

Jan. 27, 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 28, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

30
125
155

