
     First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 
welcomes, equips and sends 
all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall  

Sunday 

9:00 am Sunday School  
August thru May 

Children’s Sunday School & Adult  
Study Groups   

10:00 am Worship 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 
Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org  
 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

       
 
 

Jean Evans, Office Administrator 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 
 

Chuck Ring, Custodian   
 
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant – page 

 

FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 

Information for the March 
Messenger is due Thursday, February 16th  
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Sisters and Brothers, 
 
 

I continue to capitalize on the wisdom of Wes Seeliger, author and illustrator 
of a book entitled, One Inch from the Fence.  Seeliger’s book is a series of brief sto-
ries about living our lives in free and responsible commitment to be God’s person.   

There were times when I first began in ministry that doubted my call.  I won-
dered if I had misinterpreted the signs and entered into ministry contrary to God’s 
plan.  I would calm myself that I had a back-up plan.  I could return to the laborato-
ry.  I still had skills, knowledge and training.  I had contacts and investigators who I 
could call for a position and I know that they would have hired me.  Fast forward, 
five, ten, fifteen – twenty-five years and the skills, knowledge and training are gener-
ations behind current scientific investigation.  I would not even venture that my con-
tacts are still alive. I harshly realized that with time knowledge and even experience 
let me down.  Knowledge always does.   

The amount of data, facts and figures, and the breadth and depth of investiga-
tion cause information/knowledge to increase exponentially.  You simply can’t keep 
up with it; but, wisdom . . . wisdom is entirely different.  Wisdom is a word that can-
not be boxed in – limited.  Again from Wes Seeliger, wisdom is vision – insight into 
someone’s heart.  Wisdom is courage to live into your vision and willingness to suf-
fer if your vision requires (and, by the way, visions usually do).  Wisdom is demands 
some grounding knowledge and a reference point.  Wisdom has a deft hand and a 
creative touch.  Wisdom is timing – the right thing and the right time.  Wisdom puts 
vision, courage, grounding knowledge, creativity and timing together.  “Wisdom is 
being a great human being in the specific situations of life.” 

 1My child, if you accept my words and treasure up my commandments within 
you, 2 making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understand-
ing; 3 if you indeed cry out for insight, and raise your voice for understanding; 4 if 
you seek it like silver, and search for it as for hidden treasures—5 then you will un-
derstand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the Lord gives 
wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 7 he stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly, 8 guarding the 
paths of justice and preserving the way of his faithful ones. 9 Then you will under-
stand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path; 10 for wisdom will come 
into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 11 prudence will watch 
over you; and understanding will guard you. Proverbs 2 

Come on, those who are wonderful and wise, take the raw materials of your 
experience and your education and add a touch of your unique personality, add a 

whole bunch of prayer and be wise.       Pastor Deb 

Dear United Methodist Church,  Thank you very much for the gift card and letter.  It was 
very appreciated!  And thank you for the scarf as well!  It will keep me warm as I walk 
around campus!  Thank you for thinking of us and for the gifts.  
           Madison and Keegan Pullis 
 

FUMC Family,  Thank you so much for all of the letters this semester as well as the scarf 
and the gift card.  It truly warmed my heart to receive these and I am so blessed to have 
your support. Thanks again.        Ally Lowe 
 

To First United Methodist Church family,  I would like to thank you for all you have done 
for me through my college experience.  I always enjoy opening up the letters that you send 
me and the finals encouragement.  This spring semester holds a lot of exciting events for 
me.  I am fulltime interning at the Iowa Department of Public Health for the semester.  In 
May, I will be graduating from Iowa State University with a bachelors degree in Communi-
ty and Public Health and a minor in Child, Adult and Family services.  Thank you again for 
the gift card and all the prayers!    Amy Buckert 

Missions 
February 19th has been designated as Blan-
ket Sunday.  $5.00 will purchase a blanket to be distributed 
in disaster areas by UMCOR.  Those in need will use the blan-
kets you give, for warmth, for shelter, to carry the few posses-
sion they have, and in many ways we can’t imagine.  These 
funds will be taken to the In-Gathering on the first Saturday in 

November.  Please be generous.   
 

March will focus on the Heifer Projects.  
Heifer's mission is to work with communities to end hun-
ger and poverty and to care for the earth.  Heifer does 
this by providing appropriate livestock training and relat-
ed services to small-scale farmers and communities 
world wide.  Watch for the board filled with the different 
animals we will have available. And Jesus said, " It is 
more blessed to give than to receive."  Acts 20:35 
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Please join us for Holy Communion on  

February 2nd from noon to 1:00 p.m.  This is a 

time to retreat to a quiet place and lift up your 

prayers and concerns to God.  There will be 

scriptures and prayers that you can read and 

when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will 

serve you communion.   

Do you like to bring a smile to a shut-in 
persons face, send birthday wishes to our 
youth, or get well wishes to those who 
have been ill?   
 We will be doing just that, at 10:00 a.m. on 

Friday,  February 10th, in room 109.  Please join us to address cards and to 
pray for those we are sending cards to. 

New Members will be received shortly.  If you are 
interested please speak to one of the pastors. 

UMW, all church members, guests 
Please join Grace Circle 

Thursday, March 2, 10:00 a.m. 
(refreshments preceding at 9:30 a.m.) 

 

President Steve Titus will present the strategic vision for  
Iowa Wesleyan University.   

We’ll celebrate our Methodist university’s vitality for 175 years 
and learn about its New Era as a cornerstone in our region.   

IW students will also be in attendance to share their  
Wesleyan stories and experiences. 

Pastor Deb is offering  a study written by Bishop Thomas 
J. Bickerton, What Are We Fighting For?  Bishop Bicker-
ton was featured at the 2016 Annual Conference and 
those who attended thought Bishop Bickerton was in-
spired and had a delightful presentation.  Please sign the 
registration form or call the church to participate.  You 
will want to obtain a book for the study.  Cokesbury cost 
for E-Book or paper back was $10.04 as of January 4, 
2017.  Began Tuesday, January 24th and Saturday, 

January 28th at 9:00 a.m.  There is still time to join this study. 

Once again the Permanent Endowment Ministry Team will be 
awarding Grants from the Endowment fund.  The grant must come thru a 
Ministry Team, identify the need for the funds, have a plan in place and a way 
to fund the balance if need be. 
 

Applications will be available in the church office and needs to be returned by 
March 13, 2017.   
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Up to date as of January 24, 2017  

Please Pray For Healing and Support: 
 Elaine Walters - Kathy Nellor’s mother 
 Barb Fegan - Friend of Pastor Deb 
 Earl Cory - Brother-in-law of John Rode 
 Sharri Fillinger 
 For peace in the WORLD 
 Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers 
 Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo 
 Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman  
 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world 

   Marge McDowell and family on the death of her hus 
   band, John, on December 31st. 
 
  To Brian Jones and family on the death of his grandfa-

ther, Keith Jones, of Winfield, on January 7th. 
 
To Betty Hazen and family on the death of her husband, Dale, on January 16th. 
 
The family of Jane LaMore upon her death on Saturday, January 21st. 
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Is it time to start thinking about summer 
yet? I don’t know about you, but winter 
is not my favorite season of the year.  I 
understand that winter has its place, but I 
do not look forward to the cold tempera-
tures or the snow that often comes along 
with it.  Therefore, I like to think about 
summer even when I am in the midst of 
winter.   
 One thing I have been thinking 
about for this summer is a mission trip.  

Mission trips are wonderful because they give us the opportunity to step away from our eve-
ryday lives and experience life through the eyes of someone else.  When we open our eyes 
to the needs in other areas, it can sometimes help us better see the needs and concerns with-
in our own areas. 
 Pastor Jim Stiles of Finley Chapel contacted me about the possibility of going on a 
mission trip this summer, and I want to open this opportunity up to anyone within the 
church who would be interested in joining us.  This will be a mission trip to the St. Louis 
area where we will spend time working with the ministry, Isaiah 58.  While there, we will 
work in the food pantry as well as on other jobs they may have for us.  We will also spend 
time working with the children in the Gateway 180 Homeless Shelter, making bread with 
the Bridge Bread ministry, and maybe even go to the St. Louis Zoo while there. We plan to 
leave Mount Pleasant in the afternoon on Sunday, June 4th, and we will return to Mount 
Pleasant on Wednesday, June 7th. 
 This mission trip will not be for a long period of time, but it will be filled with op-
portunities to serve, encourage, grow, love, and reach others in the name of Jesus Christ.  It 
is going to be a wonderful experience! 
 The cost of the trip is estimated to be around $80 per person.  If you feel led to go on 
a mission trip, or if you feel this is something you would like to support in any way, please 
contact Pastor Luann as soon as possible for more details. 
 Planning a summer mission trip and looking for-
ward to serving others is something wonderful to think 
about during the winter months. However, it is even better 
to know that you are going to be reaching out to others in 
the name of Jesus Christ, offering them love, support, en-
couragement, and hope.  Won’t you join me on this mission 
trip?  I think you will find it a worthwhile endeavor!  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Luann 
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Cayla Burns 

Brian Iles 
 

2 

Michelle Anderson 

Barbara Elgar 

Tyler Fitzpatrick 

Tony Maxwell 

Royce Miller 

David Miller 
 

3 

Ella Eads 

Barbara Kennedy 

Marcus Moothart 

Scott Vick 

Clayton Loving 
 

4 

Dick Nyswonger 
 

5 

Alyvia Anderson 
 

6 

William Bensmiller 
 

7 

Janet Klein 

Elinor Krieger-Coen 

Lane Ridenour 
 

8 

Lisa Miller 

Cody Smith 

Mark Stalder 

Kelly White 
 

9 

Tim Heusel 

Orlo Moehle 

 

David Muhs 

Byron Olson 
 

10 

Jeffrey Beavers 

Joy Gilleard 

Monica Wesely 
 

11 

Jason Goody 

Payton Miller 

Ken Seibert 
 

12 

Sylvia Dale 

Linda Keith 
 

13 

John Pullis 
 

14 

Doug Kennedy 

Brady Reynolds 

Dorothy Robertson 

Trace White 
 

15 

Sharon Burk 

Addison Krogmeier 

Cathy Ruschill 

Robert Wettach 
 

16 

Arthur Evans 

Kendra Ruschill 
 

17 

Kenneth Barr 

Kate Miller 

Myar Rodgers 
 

 

18 

Scott Davidson 

Elias Hampton 

Iona Steffens 
 

19 

Holly Jones 

Jason Warner 

Victoria Wilson  
 

 20 

Dean Aicher 

Jean Barker 

Rachel Beatty 

Lisa Dunn 

Mason Fraker 

Nadine Martin 

Joe Syfert 

Valerie Willham 
 

21 

Donita Benedict 
 

22 

Nichole Franklin 

Sam Van de Berg 
 

23 

Kay Rogers 
 

24 

Robert Beatty 

Trenton Keefer 

Jeff McGohan 

Mackenzie Notestein 
 

 25 

Carol Nemitz 

Kyle Noble 
 

 

26 

Dale Davidson 

Betsey Johnston 

Lisa Price 
 

27 

Dave Curtis 

Wyatt Miller 

Weston Miller 

Carl Scott 
 

28 

Elizabeth Garrels 

Allison Lowe 

Grant Roberson 

Ellee Stewart 
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 Change a Child’s Story 
 

  Number of books given: 1173 in 2016 

Account Balance $3,359.56 

More books have been ordered and will arrive 
soon!  The Missions Ministry Team, again this year, has approved the Noisy Offering 
to be used for this project.   

If you would like to be a part of this very important ministry, call the church office at 
385-1740. 

Birthdays 

Valentine’s Dinner! 
The First United Methodist Church will be host-
ing a Valentine’s Dinner for those in our commu-
nity with special needs and disabilities.  The din-

ner will be held in the fellowship hall on Thurs-
day, February 9th.  This will be a very special 
event and a wonderful way to reach out into our 

community.  Other churches will also be helping 
with this event. If you are interested in helping 
with the dinner in any way, please speak with 

Pastor Luann as soon as possible by calling the church office at (319) 385-1740 or sending 
an email to: pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org. 

Ava Seibert will be leading a study on Adam Hamilton’s “24 Hours That Changed the 
World”.  It will start at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 1st, and finish on Wednesday, 
March 21st. 
 

No single event in human history has received more attention than the suffering and cruci-
fixion of Jesus of Nazareth.  In this book, Hamilton will help you experience and understand 
the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death like never before.  He retraces the day that 
changed human history in his usual straightforward yet easy, conversational style that 
speaks to both long-term Christians and those who are simply curious about the story of 
Christ’s crucifixion. 

mailto:pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org


CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
  Dec. 31,    5:30 p.m.       28     
  Jan. 1,     10:00 a.m.       93 
  Total:     121 
 

  Jan. 7,     5:30 p.m.       47 
  Jan. 8,   10:00 a.m.      150 
  Total:        197     
 

  Jan. 14,    5:30 p.m.       42                                  
  Jan. 15,  10:00 a.m.      128          
  Total:     170 
 

  Jan. 21,    5:30 p.m.        38 
  Jan. 22   10:00 pm     133      
    Total:     171 
 

THE MESSENGER (USPS 341-140)  Published 
monthly by First United Methodist Church, 309 N. 
Main,  Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641, 319-385-1740, Fax 319-
385-1745.  Periodical postage paid at Mt. Pleasant, IA.  
Subscription price $1.50 a year.   Postmaster:  Send 
address changes to: The Messenger, 309 North Main 
Street,  Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 

  9:00 a.m. - Sunday School   
10:00 a.m. - Worship  
   

20th - Monday 
  9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109 
  3:00 p.m. - Sub Team Generosity/Stewardship 
  5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts  Rm. 7 
  6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack meeting  F. Hall 
  6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts  Rm. 7 
  6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship  Rm. 9-11 
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts  Rec. Rm. 
   

21st - Tuesday  
  2:00 p.m. - Staff  Rm. 109  
  5:30 p.m. - Worship  Rm. 7 
  6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed   Rm. 109  
  7:00 p.m. - Acapella 
  7:00 p.m. - NAMI  Rm. 9-11 
22nd - Wednesday 

  5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir 
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
 

23rd - Thursday 
24th - Friday 
  1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures  Rec. Rm. 
 

25th - Saturday 
  5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
    

26th - Sunday 
 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. - Worship 
 

27th - Monday 
  5:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Den Rm. 9-11  
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 
 

28th -  Tuesday  
  2:00 p.m. - Staff  

1st - Wednesday 
  5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir 
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
 

2nd - Thursday 
  8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love 
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle  F. Hall 
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion  Chapel 
  6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts  Rm. 7 
 

3rd - Friday 
  1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Club 
 

4th - Saturday 
   5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
 

5th - Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. - Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

6th - Monday  
  9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm 109 
  5:30 p.m. - Scouts Rm. 9-11 
  5:30 p.m. - Scouts F. Hall 
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts  Rm 9-11 & F. Hall 
    

7th - Tuesday 
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion 
  2:00 p.m. - Staff  Rm. 109 
  5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach   Rm. 7 
  6:00 p.m. - SPRC  Rm. 109 
  7:00 p.m. - Acapella  F. Hall 
 

8th - Wednesday 
  5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir 
  6:00 p.m. - Scout Leaders  Rm. 9-11 
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
 

9th - Thursday 

  9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners  Rm. 9-11 
  5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle  
  6:00 p.m. - Valentine Dinner & Dance 
 

10th - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry  Rm. 109 
  1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Club 
 

11th -Saturday 
 12:00 p.m. - Reynolds Birthday Party 
  5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship 
    

12th - Sunday    Noisy Offering 
  9:00 a.m. - Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

13th - Monday 
  5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story 
  5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts  Rm. 9-11  
  6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts  Leaders Rm. 109 
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts  Rm. 9-11 & Rec. Rm 
 

14th - Tuesday 
  2:00 p.m. - Staff  Rm. 109 
  5:30 p.m. - Missions  Rm. 109 
  6:30 p.m. - Trustees  Rm. 7 
  7:00 p.m. - Acapella  F. Hall 
 

15th - Wednesday 
  5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir     
  6:30 p.m. - Choir 
   

16th - Thursday  
MESSENGER DEADLINE  
  6:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts  Rm. 9-11 
  6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts  Rm. 7 
  7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts  Rm. 111 
 

17th - Friday 
  1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures  Rec. Rm. 
  5:30 p.m. - Blue & Gold Banquet F. Hall 
 

18th - Saturday 
  9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle 
  5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship 
 

19th - Sunday  
5 6 

BUDGET NEWS 
December 2016 
Current Budget 

Beginning Balance    $        4,844.37 

Income:     

  Pledges/Giving                            33,489.57  

       Other Income             16,015.99 

       ACH for Mission                  680.00 

Total Income                           $       50,185.56 

 Expenses:                     (47,651.58) 

Liability Difference                  (478.84)  

Ending Balance           $         6,899.51  

Liabilities:  

  Apportionments     $                  

   Withholdings       $      ( 2,807.51)

Funds Available:                   $        4,092.00  

 

   Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance    $         4,313.06 

Received                        6,802.50 

Disbursements:                                 (8,166.30)

          $         2,949.26 



 

 

 

Super Bowl Subs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Nurture and Outreach Ministry Team Fundraiser 
Order by Thursday, February 2nd and your order will be ready on 

Sunday, February 5th (pickup after the 10:00 am service)  
$6.00 each. 

 

The profits will go to Project Wesley. 
 
 
 

     NAME: ______________________________          Phone: _______________ 
 
 
    Number of Turkey sandwiches: __________________ 
 
    Number of Ham sandwiches: ____________________ 
 

All sandwiches come with: cheese, lettuce, tomato,  
pickles, green pepper and onion. All sandwiches come with: cheese, lettuce, tomato,  

pickles, green pepper and onion. 

Nurture and Outreach Ministry Team Fundraiser 
Order by Thursday, February 2nd and your order will be ready on  

Sunday, February 5th (pickup after the 10:00 am service)  
$6.00 each. 

 

The profits will go to Project Wesley. 
 
 
 

     NAME: ______________________________          Phone: _______________ 
 
 
    Number of Turkey sandwiches: __________________ 
 
    Number of Ham sandwiches: _________________ 

Super Bowl Subs 


