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First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org
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Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Linda Enearl, Office Assistant
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian
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FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I would like to tell you a story.
“Isn’t that a cute coincidence? Before the family reached the harbor of Megan
Gulls, the gull that Michael had mistaken for a falcon was blown into the sail of the
Michael’s Falcon. Michael thought he saw a falcon; but, Megan realized it was probably a
seagull. Once upon a time, a father, mother and their two children, Megan and Michael,
went on a vacation. Megan and her mom tended the gull and when Michael’s Falcon
reached Megan Gulls, the gull that was misidentified as a falcon had recovered. The family
cast off and Michael took the helm of Michael’s Falcon. The family decided for safety sake
that they would return to shore. Megan picked up the gull
and kept it calm until they reached the dock. They fished,
swam, and watched the sea birds. They chose the ocean as
their vacation destination and rented a small cabin in a seashore town, called Megan Gulls. Megan let the bird go and
it flew around Megan Gulls and then out to sea. It was a
good day. As Michael tied up Michael’s Falcon, Megan
remarked that the gull may not have lived if they had not
taken the gull safely to Megan Gulls. Wanting to do “the
whole thing,” they also rented a small sailing boat, named
Michael’s Falcon. The father noticed that the wind had begun to increase in speed and the sky was clouding over.”
My goodness, that story is mixed up! Allow me to
try it again putting the sentences in the correct order.
“Once upon a time, a father, mother and their two
children, Megan and Michael, went on a vacation. They
chose the ocean as their vacation destination and rented a
small cabin in a seashore town, called Megan Gulls. Wanting to do “the whole thing,” they also rented a small sailing
boat, named Michael’s Falcon. Isn’t that a cute coincidence? The family cast off and Michael took the helm of Michael’s Falcon. They fished, swam, and watched the sea birds.
Michael thought he saw a falcon; but, Megan realized it was probably a seagull. The father
noticed that the wind had begun to increase in speed and the sky was clouding over. The
family decided for safety sake that they would set return to shore. Before the family
reached the harbor of Megan Gulls, the gull that Michael had mistaken for a falcon was
blown into the sail of the Michael’s Falcon. Megan picked up the gull and kept it calm until
they reached the dock. Megan and her mom tended the gull and when Michael’s Falcon
reached Megan Gulls, the gull that was misidentified as a falcon had recovered. Megan let
the bird go and it flew around Megan Gulls and then out to sea. As Michael tied up
Michael’s Falcon, Megan remarked that the gull may not have lived if they had not taken
the gull safely to Megan Gulls. It was a good day.”
These two paragraphs illustrate the difference between the lectionary which we are
currently using to guide worship services and the narrative lectionary which will begin this
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Continued on pg. 2

CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY
What a difference Change a Child’s Story has made
Mt. Pleasant. Children are reading and learning!!

in

The last two years we have been very successful in giving books to children, listening to
them read, and reading to them in the Mt. Pleasant School system. The Change a Child’s
Story Ministry Team would like to continue this program.
Since the new school year is fast approaching, we would like those interested in reading,
to sign up for the 2017-18 year. The sign up sheet is on the table in the Upper Fireside
Room or call the church office 385-1740.
Missions Ministry Team voted to change the months Noisy Offerings will go
towards Change a Child’s Story. They decided that August, November, February
and May will go to Project Wesley and the balance will continue to go
to Change a Child’s Story to purchase books.

BUDGET NEWS

June 2017—Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
6,775.84
Income:
Pledges/Giving
23,113.78
Other Income
80.80
ACH for Mission
698.33
Total Income
$
23,892.91
Expenses:
(23,961.66)
Liability Difference
(2,670.64)
Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

4,036.45

$
$

(3,239.34
(2,319.06)

Funds Available:

$

(1,521.95)

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

6,406.21
1,949.34
(5,529.61)

$

2,825.94

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
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July 1
5:30 p.m.
July 2, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

30
115
145

July 8,
July 9,
Total:

5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

39
120
159

July 15, 5:30 p.m.
July 16, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

31
115
146

July 22, 5:30 p.m.
July 23, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

35
94
129

Please join us for Holy Communion on Thursday, August 3rd from noon to 1:00 p.m. This is
a time to retreat to a quiet place and lift up
your prayers and concerns to God. There will
be scriptures and prayers that you can read
and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann
will serve you.

The special theme for this summer will be
Methodism 101, “The Wesleyan Movement”.

The People, The Policies, and The Passion. Full of Grace
and Gratitude. Join the Methodist Connexion.
July 30 - Doctrine
August 6 - Organization

Continued from pg. 1

fall on the weekend of September 9th and 10th. Currently, the lectionary – the suggested
readings for each preaching occasion – that we use allows pastors to skip around in time.
For example, one weekend could be about Noah, the next weekend about Paul, and the following weekend a story about King David. Noah and Paul are separated by over 4000 years
of history. The stories are not in chronological order and don’t relate well with each other.
They also don’t clearly order and present to the whole story of God. Approaching God’s
story and scripture this way can be confusing just like the illustration about Megan and Michael, Megan Gulls and Michael’s Falcon and the gull and the falcon.
On the other hand, the narrative lectionary puts the readings
in order. The stories relate well with each other and the whole story
of God is more easily appreciated. For example, the first three
scriptures are Genesis 1:1 – 2:a, Genesis 21:1-3 and 22:1-14 and
Genesis 27:1-4,15-23 and 28:10-17 or (1) the stories of creation, (2)
the gift of a son to Abraham and Sarah and God’s command to sacrifice the son, and (3) the trickery of Jacob, Jacob’s ladder and
God’s promise.
The members of the Worship Ministry Team, Pastor Luann and I are
excited about this way of exploring the story of God and God’s people. We believe that the narrative lectionary has much to offer our
understanding and our faith development. This will be a blessing.
Pastor Deb

August 13 - Local Church History
August 20 - Charles Wesley and a Day of Singing

Backpack blessing Sunday, August 27th for students of all grades, college
and university students, teachers and staff members, too.
Pastor Deb is doing a study on Adam Hamilton’s book, “Revival Faith As Wesley Lived It”. This goes along with the UMC 101
on the “Wesleyan Movement”. Please talk to Pastor Deb or call
the church office (385-1740) if interested. Starts July 23rd.
6 Sessions: Precursors to Revival, A Longing for Holiness, A Crisis of Faith, The Necessity of Grace, Works of Mercy, Persevering
to the End.
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Each one will receive a tag to attach to their backpack or book bag that has a place for identification information and a quote from Galatians 5:2223 “The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self- control.”
In addition, you will receive a sheet of 10 uplifting verses that you can carry in your backpack
or book bag to lift your spirit
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Every month we send cards to several
dozen members and friends of our church.

Please Pray For Healing and Support














Up to date as of July 24, 2017

Linda Albright
Doyle Dunn
Barb Fegan - Friend of Pastor Deb’s
Gloria Gugeler
Wayne King
Wayne Fuller
Doris Brent
Jerry Bradley
IWU Campus Crusade for Christ and a space to do ministry
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

The family of Sharri Fillinger on her death, Tuesday,
July 4th

You are invited to a 60th Anniversary Celebration
for Wayne and Loree King, on Sunday, September 3rd. It will be held at Arbor Village South,
126 W. Stonebrook Dr., Mt. Pleasant, from 2 - 4
p.m.

By the responses we get back it means so much to know the
church is thinking of them.
We will be getting cards ready to send out at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, August 11th, in room
109. Please join us to address cards for our shut-ins, those who could use a spiritual lift, or
those having a birthday. If you know someone who could use a cheery note and card please
let the church office know, 385-1740.

You may have seen me, Pastor Deb, with a big Black
Labrador dog. I am dog sitting for Pastors Dave and Melisa.
Oxford is 10 years old and has arthritis in one hip and a ligament problem in the other. That would make one think that
Oxford would be relatively easy to walk and manage; but
Oxford is between 90 and 100 pounds and Oxford has a
mind of his own. Oxford also knows that I am a push-over
for dogs and that he has me wrapped around his paw. We
walk when Oxford wants to walk; we stop when Oxford
wants to stop and smell all manner of usually stinky stuff.
Oxford’s people told me told that Oxford may eat
only dog food and, as an occasional treat, cheese. However, when Oxford looks at me with
love and trust which he does almost always, my resolve melts and Oxford gets cheese.
I have heard that dogs offer unconditional love. I can agree with that sentiment even
though I suspect that food and treats and belly rubs and ear scratching and a dry, warm
place to live have something to do with canine devotion.
There is another source of unconditional love and that is the love of God to each of
us. That love is not tied and not dependent upon what we think, say or do. That is the definition of unconditional.

No gifts please.
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Cindy Smith
16
Bernice Jennings
Ruth White

3
Heather Roberson
Pamela Wilson
4
Lyle Swan
5
Ron Buckingham
Carrie Coble
Nicole Fraker
Alice Parks
6
Lori Anderson
Mary Elgar
Shawna Goettsche
Wilma Young
7
Fran Jacks
Anastasia Parker
Yvonne Rich
Steve Rod
Bradley Woerdeman
8
Doris Brent
Ella McNamee
Judy Miller

9
Gary Wiegel
10
Donna Batey
Brianna Enearl
Lydia Franklin
Cheryl Johnson
Thomas Moore
11
Martha Brown
Chad McMullin
Rosalie Stipe
Bob Waters

17
Brennan Eads
Ellen Spillers

28
Marvin Mallams
Marcia Millspaugh
Taylor White

18
Virginia Styron
Tom Tipton
Martha Wick

29
Jill Kirby
Pam McSorley
Colby Newman

19
Susan Kerr

30
Rob Lance

20
Al Huisinga
Byron Jennings
James LeDuc
Nathaniel Peiffer

31
Robert Bixler
Pat Coe
Marie Davidson
Joy Dow
Vern Peterson

21
Katelynn Gardner
Bruce Krause
Cameron Watson

12
13
Lori Baylor
Gene Christner
Kadie Dennison
Izaak Krieger-Coble
Melanie lees
Michael Mitchell
David Price
Cheyenne Stonehouse
14
Halaina Crane
Clifford Hunsaker
Noah Keefer

22
Dolores Mathews
Dorothy Moehlman
Ganon Rodgers
Megan Schwerin
23
Debra Deal
James Beatty
24
Peggy Crew
Matthew Miller
Terri Miller
25
Joyce Dennison
Marcie Givans
Juanita Johnson
Krystal Perez

15
Aaron Dale
Lesa Fitpatrick
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Curtis Alexander
Lynn Butterbold
Clayton Loving

Annette Reynolds
Faye Tipping

27
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Chris Henkel
Joshua Heusel
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Kiley Christner

From the desk of Pastor Luann...
What a wonderful and blessed summer we have had here at First United Methodist
Church. My summer has been particularly blessed by the mission trip we took in June to St.
Louis. Additionally, my heart was blessed to participate in the Vacation Bible School we
offered in July. What an amazing way to reach out to the children and families in our community. Now, there is a shift of focus as we turn our thoughts toward school—studying,
homework, football games—these are all a part of that “end of summer” feeling we get
around this time every year. I have that feeling, too, as my thoughts are once again turning
toward seminary, and the work I have before me this coming semester. However, I am already getting a head start on that work!
One of the books I have been assigned to read this fall is
The Story of God, the Story of Us, by Sean Gladding. One of the
classes I took in the spring touched on this book, so I was really
pleased to see it on the list of required reading for a class I am taking this fall. This book contains a remarkable telling of the story of
God, the Bible, and our place within that story. It speaks of God’s
Creation, the fall of humanity, God’s covenant, Christ, the cross,
and the church. One of the most interesting aspects of this book is
its context: it is presented as a story, which is being shared among
a community of people. I was drawn into this book from the very
first lines, which describe an old man walking down to the river
after a long week to prepare for that evening’s gathering of the
community. I could hear this man’s voice orating from the pages of
this book. That is one of the remarkable characteristics of this book; it lends voices to Scripture. Many of us have read the Bible numerous times over the years, and when we have read
a verse, a chapter or a book, we have each time, perhaps, read it the same way. We have
given little thought to the voices in Scripture and to the voices that have helped shape our
understanding of Scripture, voices such as our families, the church, and our culture. This
book has a unique way of opening the eyes of the reader, allowing him or her to see circumstances, situations, and experiences in a different way. I really love it when a book can do
that.
Am I suggesting that you rush out to buy this book? Only if it seems like a book you
might enjoy. Books can be a little like perfume or cologne; everyone has a favorite. And,
what one person may find pleasing and beautiful, another may find a little less than special.
However, if you do read any books that cause you to think differently about something than
you perhaps otherwise would, please let me know! I think it would be exciting to discuss
what we learn with each other. As for me, I will continue on in my reading of The Story of
God, the Story of Us, and I am excitedly looking forward to reading all of the other seminary books I have stacked up at home, just waiting for me to open and explore them.
I wish you a blessed, happy and safe August.
Blessings and Peace,
4
Pastor Luann

If you have not done so, please change the
church e-mail to office.admin@fumcmtp.org
in your address book. THANK YOU!

There are no circle meetings until September.
Please put the dates for the Rummage Sale on your calendar. Friday, October 27th,
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with a lunch served from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 28th, 8:00 a.m. until Noon. We will start collecting good clean items after Old
Threshers.
If you have questions please call Jean Reschly (931-9749) or Sally Kinney (217-1904).

Missions

July 1st, will be the start of the School Kit for UMCOR drive. School supplies will
soon be on sale and the perfect time to buy the items needed to fill a school bag.
The items needed are:

1 pair of blunt-end metal Scissors
3 Notebooks
(approx. 8 1/2 - 11 wide rule, 210-250 sheets total)
1 hand held Pencil Sharpener (ONE INCH or larger)
1 - 30 centimeter Ruler with no advertisements
6 unsharpened Pencils with erasers
1 - 2 1/2 INCH or more Eraser
1 - 24 count box of Crayons
PLEASE NO ADVERTISING ON ANY ITEMS!

Have you signed up for several Old Threshers
shifts? It is coming fast and the process of getting
ready is in full swing.
If you want your favorite job and time to work,
please stop at the table in the Upper Fireside Room
before or after church. If you have suggestions on new ways to do a job or
improve an area, please let one of the Threshers Team know. They will discuss it to see if they can use your suggestion.
Tickets are available in the church office for $18 if you sign up to work at
least 2 shifts.
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***********************************************************
We will be helping with the Summer Sacks program the 2nd week of August. There
are a couple of open spots so check your calendar and sign up to help. Sign up sheet is on
the table in the Upper Fireside room or call the church office. The items they need for
this is program are: Ziplock bags (sandwich and snack size), brown paper lunch bags, and
100% fruit juice boxes or pouches.
************************************************************

PLEASE NOTE: THE MISSIONS TEAM HAS DECIDED THAT ONCE EVERY

QUARTER THE NOISY OFFERING WILL GO TO HELP WITH PROJECT WESLEY. THE MONTHS CHOSEN ARE AUGUST, NOVEMBER, FEBRUARY AND
MAY. THE REST OF THE NOISY OFFERINGS WILL CONTINUE TO GO TO
CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY.
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Whether you’re single or married, young or old, living
paycheck to paycheck , or have things mostly figured out,
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University provides biblecal based direction and a plan to strengthen your finances. It
also strengthens marital relationships as financial issues are
resolved. Call the church office 319-385-1740 or contact
Kathy Nellor at 319-931-3451 for details or to sign up for the classes which run 9 Mondays, September 11th through November 6th, at FUMC

Please, please wear your name tag so those who visit can
learn your name and feel more “Welcome”. People remember names better if they can read it and well as being told what it is.
If you don’t have a name tag or have lost yours, the
church office can order you one for a cost of $8.

Pastor Deb

Meet our new custodian, Robert Luth. Robert started his work at First United Methodist
Church at the end of May and has proved to be a
wonderful custodian – a true steward of the building.
Robert keeps the “normal” areas of the
church clean and neat as a pin while tackling some
of the less used, normally “hidden” places of the
facility – like closets, stairwells, and even the garage!
If you are at the church, please take time to
introduce yourself to Robert. Robert is a kind man
and a willing worker; we are blessed that Robert is
a member of the staff.
9

The first session of Revival, Adam Hamilton’s study, suggested John Wesley’s sermon, A Catholic Spirit, as a primary source. The scripture cited by Rev. Wesley is 2 Kings
10:15, “And when he left there, Jehu met Jehonadab the son of
Rechad coming to meet him, and he greeted him and said to him, “It
your heart right, as my heart is with your heart?” And Jehonadab answered: “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is, give me your hand.”
Wesley expounded upon what this verse meant and how it
may be applied to a catholic (universal) spirit of love. Wesley understood that there will always be differences in opinion among individuals and that people will not agree; but, Wesley insisted that love
is due to all people whether they are of like opinion or not. Wesley
believed and advanced that love is broad (due to those who would be
considered enemies) and that love is deep and sacrificial to believers
– to those who love God.
When we offer our hand to another, we enter into a mutual
relationship of love that is due to a companion of Christ Jesus, of
love that treats each other’s ignorance with kindness, of love which
never increases another’s burden, of love that is not jealous of another’s success in the work of Christ within the world, of love that thinks no evil of the other person, of love that allows God to judge and correct if necessary and of love that prays
for the other – specially, so that the other person might have a stronger view of God’s love.
Hey, just asking now, “Will you give me your hand?”
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way with Vacation
Bible School. Whether you volunteered as a teacher or assistant, provided snacks or transportation, prayed and encouraged us, thank you for everything. Vacation Bible School was
a success. We had almost 30 children participate and they all
had a wonderful experience. What a joy it is to share God’s
love with the children in our community! Thank you again
for helping to make Vacation Bible School 2017 a success!

Congratulations to the following college grads:
Ashley Eaves, Doctor of Medicine from Tulane University.
We know there are more; but, these are the one that we have been
notified about. Thank you for sharing.
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AUGUST
1st - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
2:00 p.m. - Staff
5:00 p.m. - Nurture and Outreach Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
2nd - Wednesday
3rd - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
4th - Friday
5th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
Acapella - Special Music
6th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Revival Study Rm. 109
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
7th - Monday
8th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella Fellowship Hall
9th - Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Scout Pack Committee Rm. 9-11
10th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
11th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
12th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
13th - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
9:00 a.m. - Revival Study Rm. 109
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship
14th - Monday
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9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm.
109
15th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
16th - Wednesday
17th - Thursday
18th - Friday
19th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
20th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Revival Study
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
21st - Monday
3:00 p.m. - Sub Team
Generosity/Stewardship
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
22nd - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
23rd - Wednesday MESSENGER DEADLINE
24th - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - IWU Convocation
25th - Friday
26th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
27th - Sunday BACK PACK BLESSING
9:00 a.m. - Becomers Sunday School Class
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
28th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109

29th - Tuesday MAIL THE MESSENGER
2:00 p.m. - Staff

30th - Wednesday
Old Threshers
31st - Thursday
Old Threshers

I am so grateful for the care and concern the members of FUMC continue to show us.
Thank you for all the cards, visits, ongoing prayers, food, the beautiful prayer shawl, and
especially the visits from Pastor Deb. Your thoughts and prayers get me through the days.
Linda Albright
We wish to thank Pastor Deb for her calls, visit, and for the prayer shawl for Nick. And to
our church family for your calls, cards, emails, and prayers for Nick following his stroke.
He is making good progress thanks to his determination, hard work, and all your prayers.
Darrel and Martha Ridenour
Thank you for paying for half of my camp trip. It was so fun and I can’t wait to go next
year. Also thank you for the Mission Trip. It was so fun and totally miss the kids.
Kylee Adams
Dear FUMC Scholarship Committee,
Thank you all so much for taking the time to review my application and interview me as
well. This church has meant so much to me throughout the years as I have grown up. Each
person has helped me grow and taught me things I will never forget. I cannot thank you all
enough for helping me pursue my education and preparing me for the future.
Thank you and God Bless.
Kirsten Smith
Dear Methodist Church Members, Thank you for the use of your bus. The kids at VBS
loved their bus ride to the farm. We appreciate your support of our VBS. Thank You!
Patty Madden, First Presbyterian Church
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