~ Postage paid periodicals Mt. Pleasant, IA ~

August 2016 edition Vol. 79, No. 8 309 N. Main, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

The MESSENGER
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Information for the September
Messenger is due August 18th

Our Staff

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Joan Rodgers, Director of Lay Ministries

lay.director@fumcmtp.org

Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist

Sunday School
starts August 21st

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Chuck Ring, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Recently, I was introduced to a book published
in 1973 – an excellent year – the year in which I graduated from college and married Ted Stowers. Wes Seeliger is the author and illustrator of a book entitled, One
Inch from the Fence. The bishop from the Western
Pennsylvania United Methodist Annual Conference,
Thomas Bickerton, cited Seeliger’s book in his recent
ordination address for the Iowa Annual Conference.
The book is a series of brief stories about living our
lives in free and responsible commitment to be God’s
person. Reading this book has inspired me to share one
of them with you and to encourage you to live courageously sustained by an armor of faith in what is often a
difficult and challenging world.
Seeliger, a mission priest, shares a time when he
was drooling over a mammoth motorcycle. A salesperson hustled over to Seeliger who was dressed in civilian
clothes not in a clerical collar and regaled him with descriptions of the motorcycle – how the bike could and
would “haul”, it’s wheelie capability, its growling pipes,
how insanely fast the bike could go, and how any lucky
rider could pave a road with a hundred yard of burnt rubber.” Almost as an afterthought,
the salesperson asked what Seeliger did, “I’m a clergyman.”
Seeliger describes a long, awkward silence before the salesperson finally spoke. He
drastically changed his patter, “the bike gets pretty good gas mileage, bikes are really not as
dangerous as people claim they are, and bikes really have advantages like total visibility and
maneuverability. And, (the salesperson continued softly) I know you people (meaning clergy people) aren’t to be interested in this sort of thing, but they are fun to drive.”
The author observes that clergy people are not treated similarly if they are in the
market for, say, a lawnmower – a machine that is slow, safe, sane, practical and associated
with fuddy-duddies. It is only when clergy show themselves interested in things that are
fast, dangerous, wild, thrilling and connected with youth and a bit of rabble-rousing that a
disconnect happens.
But, the church was not ever intended to be slow, deliberate, safe, or plodding. Nor,
are those who believe in Christ and the mission of Christ meant to be.
Continued on pg. 2
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Change a Child’s Story
Number of books given: 765
Hours of reading: 777.75
Change a Child’s Story does not stop over summer! We can help out with the Summer
School August 1-4 and August 8-11. On August 11 we will be giving books to each student as we encourage them to read. Anyone willing to help in August on the dates above
anytime between 9-11:30 AM please call the office. If you have not volunteered before,
Joan will help you get signed up and ready to go.
Summer school is held at IWU Science Hall.
AND, we will be continuing our program in full force this fall. If you are interested in being
a part of “Change A Child’s Story” this school year talk to Joan so we can have you ready
to “Make a Difference”.
****************
Comments by those who participated last year.
It was a joy to see the students improve in comprehension and ability to sound out words on
their own.
Wes Shaffer

Scholarships have been awarded to

Undergraduates : Allison Lowe, Marcus Moothart, Hattie Liechty, Korbin Taylor, Leslie
Taylor, Linzie Hood, Kailey Peterson and William Kinney.
Seminarian: Pastor Luann Benge
Candidate for the ordained ministry: Kristina Roth.
Scholarships are made possible through the Permanent Endowment Fund to members of the
First United Methodist Church. Member students who are interested in applying do so by:
 writing a letter that requests consideration and lists their activities within the church or
in their college setting and
 requesting a letter of recommendation from a pastor of the church, a youth group leader,
a Sunday School teacher or, a member of the Old Thresher’s Midwest Reunion to be
sent to Chairperson of the Higher Education Committee, Mary Elgar
 The amount of the scholarship is dependent on the stock market and can vary from year
to year. Letters for the 2017-18 scholarships should be received by February 2017
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Change to Wedding Policy at First United Methodist Church
In the 1990’s First United Methodist Church was swamped with requests
to use the church for weddings. The pastor at the time often had more
than one wedding on a weekend and had at least one every weekend for
the summer. Unfortunately, the church facilities were also damaged or
used harshly by several of the participants of weddings done for nonmembers. A policy was enacted that couples who were members or immediate family of members could use the sanctuary for weddings. Others
could use the chapel if they wished. You don’t need much imagination to
gather that the number of weddings dropped off precipitously.
But “The Times They Are a - Changin’” (Bob Dylan song—ok from the 60’s not 90’s)
and we recently updated the policy to open our church to non-members for weddings.
There are expectations for using the church including:
Premarital counseling
One of our pastors must be involved in the wedding and the planning and
One of our wedding coordinators will be involved for the rehearsal and ceremony.
We apologize to those couples and their families who have recently asked to have their
ceremony here. As it took time to develop the policy in the first place; it took time to replace the policy and improve our hospitality. We want our church to be open and welcoming as well as God’s house where God is the focus of activities.

It’s that time of year that I am trying to follow up on our members and
listing those we do not have current address on!! If you have the address
of any of the following please give it to the office. I know there are people we can call to ask for it but help us out so we do not have to spend a
lot of time tracking people down through various relatives and friends.
We do like to keep our records current and as a church we have a responsibility to our members which is hard to fulfill if we cannot contact them.
Sam Bell, Jackson Bell, Aaron Branch, Shawna Goettsche, Chloe Haffarnan, Kara Muff,
Mikayla Jennings, Ben Johnson, Jacob Johnson, Makayla McClellan, Richard McClellan
IV, Kelly (Dotson) Meyer, Lacey (Miller), Justin Oldt, Deanna, Dane, Luther Peterson,
Joel Roberts, Heidi (Snodgrass), Renee Smith, Patrick Thomas, James Daughtry, Edwin
Rhodes, DeAnn (Scott) Harp, Jay Hackett, Meghann Davis, Amanda Caulkins.
Also as soon as college students know their fall address let the office know!
Thanks for your help!
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Nor, are those who believe in Christ and the mission of
Christ meant to be. The Holy Spirit is not to be perceived
as a gentle breeze from a ceiling fan as we, disciples,
lounge on the front porch but as a rushing, roaring wind in
the face, bugs in the teeth, force that fills our life with purpose and courage and FUN. From the wisdom of Wes
Seeliger, “Our task is to take the church out on the open
road and see what the old baby (the church) will do.” So,
sisters and brothers in Christ, get your leathers on, rev up
the engine, keep the shiny side up and have FUN serving
Jesus.

Pastor Deborah Stowers

"Pie with the Pastor"
"A great way to get acquainted with our new Associate Pastor, Luann Benge, would be for
members of our church to host an informal get-together such as "Pie with the Pastor" or
"Coffee with the Clergy". Perhaps it is a small gathering of your friends, or neighbors, or
Sunday school class, or church circle or ministry team. For example, you could meet at
Jerry's for pie or at SIP's for coffee. Perhaps lunch somewhere. Please take this opportunity to give Pastor Luann a call at the church office and arrange a time to get better acquainted. Thank you!" from the SPRC Ministry Team

Chancel Choir-People who Sing Pray Twice
As summer winds down and autumn looms on the horizon,
schools and churches begin to buzz with activity. One of the
most fun activities is the Chancel Choir at FUMC. Mark Kim
zey, director, encourages anyone who would like to make that “joyful noise” to come
to the first rehearsal. That rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 7, 2016 in the
choir loft in the Sanctuary. The only audition is to show that you have a love of music.
Singing in the Chancel Choir offers the benefit of wearing a robe, so you don’t have to
decide what to wear to church – anything will do! We hope to see you on that
Wednesday.
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Card Ministry



Up to date as of July 25, 2016
Please Pray For Healing and Support:














Betty Parker
Violet Stafford
Earl Cory - Brother-in-law of John Rode
Mark Parker
Rosie Rogers
Marilyn Tolander at Arbor Court
Sharri Fillinger - Niece of Joy Gillard
Prayers for the six days of Old Threshers: 75ºF days, gentle breezes, and 0.2 inch of
rain Friday night to keep down the dust.
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman in the South Sudan
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world





How to help with card ministry
Join us at the church on the second Friday of each
month at 10 am (August 12). Where you can pick out
cards to send, write notes in cards, address envelopes,
put stickers on envelopes, fellowship with others.
Give money for stamps
Pray for the Card Ministry
Give Joan suggestions of people to send cards to or become the coordinator
of who to send cards to each month. We currently send Thank-you’s for help
in service to God, birthday to children and youth who are active and to those
89 and over, thinking of you to shut-in’s and nursing facility residents, baby
cards for newborns. We also have a person who sends cards to those on the
prayer chain whenever they are added—usually Get Well or Sympathy cards.
If you would be willing to take a few months sending the routine cards let me
know.
It is a wonderful way to reach out to people, extend God’s love and
Make a Difference in their life.
As the pastor of First United Methodist Church of Mount Pleasant,
I believe that joining a church is more than joining any other human organization.
Joining a church is joining the special family of God that exists and thrives.
Pastor Deb

The Chad McMullin family on the death of Chad’s
grandfather, Danny Sempf on July 7th.
The family (sons, David Allen and Karl Edward) of Luther Iliff French who was born and
raised in Mount Pleasant and passed away in Aurora Colorado. Mr. French’s service was
held here on Saturday, July 16th.
Dr. Ed and Mary Peterson and family on the death of Ed’s mother, Cora, on Thursday, July
14th.
Alan & Lauri Buckert and family on the death of Alan’s father, Fred A Buckert on Friday,
July 22nd.
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If you would like to become a member of First United Methodist Church (or transfer your
membership to FUMC) please let Joan Rodgers know so we can set up a time to meet
together. By meeting with the pastor and church staff you begin to know each other and
knowing develops a sense of familiarity and helps us communicate. Communication
helps us trust each other.
And, trust enables the ability to be in ministry and to make a difference.
Please call the church office or email me soon!
Joan Rodgers, lay.director@fumcmtp.org or 385-1740.
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MISSION MOMENTS
School supplies will soon be on sale so this is a good time to purchase the School Kit items.
Our goal is 250 for this year. Kits will go to the In-Gathering and be sent to UMCOR for
distribution.
Supplies: Customs are very strict as to what can be shipped so please purchase only the
items listed with NO ADVERTISING ON THEM OR USA FLAGS, IF POSSIBLE!
1 pair of blunt metal scissors
1 - 2 1/2 inch eraser
1 - 24 count box of Crayons
6 unsharpened pencils with erasers
1 hand held pencil sharpener (NO one inch ones)
1 - 30 centimeter ruler with no advertisements
3 units of paper (8 1/2 - 11 spiral notebooks, wide rule, 210-250 sheets total)
If you can sew a bag or two, call the church office or Madonna Worden, 385-3299. Kits are
cut and ready to be assembled. Sewing machines are also available if you need one.
The supplies may be placed on the table at the back of the sanctuary. The value of the supplies is $11, if you would like us to go shopping for you. The shipping has been donated by
two good Samaritans. If you would like to help with postage, it would be greatly appreciated. We will collect supplies thru August. Your help with this project is appreciate!
September 11 has been designated as Compassion Sunday … watch for details.
BUDGET NEWS

June 2016
Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
7,889.08
Income:
Pledges/Giving
24,283.70
Other Income
101.00
ACH for Mission
680.00
Total Income
$
25,064.70
Expenses:
(28,689.31)
Liability Difference
2,913.90

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

July 2, 5:30 p.m.
July 3, 9:00 a.m.
Total:

51
125
176

July 9, 5:30 p.m.
July 10, 9:00 a.m.
Total:

49
122
171

July 16, 5:30 p.m.
July 17, 9:00 a.m.
Total:

42
108
150

July 23, 5:30 p.m.
July 24 10:00 a.m.
Total:

49
88
137
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Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Withholdings

$

7,178.37

$

(3,507.91)

Funds Available:

$

3,670.46

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

4,123.87
4,233.33
(4,295.20)

$

4,062.00

Do you have alligator arms? This is the title of a book by Janes W.
Moore. I had no idea what the question meant but my husband, a football fan and much more aware of idioms than I, did!
Alligator arms is a football term that describes a would-be receiver who
keeps his arms protectively and timidly in close to his ribs instead of
stretching out full length to catch the ball because he senses a tackler
bearing down on him and he is more interested in protecting himself from the hard hit.
The term is also used when someone says they are going to pay the bill at the restaurant for
everyone but they never reach out and take the bill.
James Moore says that church people sometimes have alligator arms. They want effective
Sunday School classes, creative youth programs, outstanding music, amazing worship, encouraging bible studies but they have alligator arms when teachers, youth leaders, choir
members, and ministry team members are needed.
Oh, you say, that is what this article is about! Yes, it is time for nominations for ministry
team openings. We need to have our 2017 Ministry teams lined up by September 18th
Charge Conference. Think about what you want for God’s church at 309 N Main; pray
about what God wants you to do, and pray and plan to make whatever ministry team you
are called to or volunteer for a better ministry team by your attitude, your enthusiasm, your
dedication. We can make a difference! “Committee” meetings may not seem effective,
may not be fun to go to, and they may seem like an old way to do things, but that is the
system we have and only we on the Ministry Team can make it effective, fun, and innovative.
Please step forward and let me know where you want to serve—that is a much better process than asking you to be on something you are not interested in! There are openings on
every Ministry Team for 2017. And wherever you serve in 2017, serve without alligator
arms!!!
Be God’s
Joan Rodgers
Director of Lay Ministries

Laity
Growing Spiritually
Ministering to others
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Matthew Miller
Teresa Miller

1
Chris Henkel
Joshua Heusel

Annette Reynolds
Faye Tipping
Carlee Wilkins

16
Bernice Jennings
Ruth White

2
Curtis Alexander
Richard Augsburger
Lynn Butterbrodt
Betty Green
Clayton Loving

9
Gary Wiegel

17
Brenna Eads
Ellen Spillers

3
Nicholas Cordes
Heather Roberson
Pamela Wilson
4
Lyle Swan
5
Ron Buckingham
Carrie Coble
Alice Parks
6
Lori Anderson
Mary Elgar
Shawna Goettsche
Wilma Young
7
Anastasia Parker
Yvonne Rich
Steve Rod
Brad Woerdeman
8
Doris Brent
Ella McNamee
Judy Miller

10
Donna Batey
Brianna Enearl
Cheryl Johnson
Tom Moore

18
Virginia Styron
Tom Tipton
Martha Wick
19
Susan Kerr
Edwin Rhodes

11
Martha Brown
Chad McMullin
Rosalie Stipe
Robert Waters

20
Alan Huisinga
Byron Jennings
James Leduc
Nathaniel Peiffer

12
13
Lori Baylor
Eugene Christner
Kadie Dennison
Izaak Krieger-Coble
Melanie Lees
Micheal Mitchell
David Price

21
Katelynn Gardner
Bruce Krause
Cameron Watson
22
Dolores Mathews
Dorothy Moehlman
Ganon Rodgers
Megan Schwerin

14
Halaina Crane
Clifford Hunsaker
Noah Keefer

23
Ruth Allen
Debra Beal
James Beatty

15
Aaron Dale
Lesa Fitzpatrick
Cynthia Smith

24
Peggy Crew
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25
Joyce Dennison
Marcie Givans
Juanita Johnson
Krystal Perez
Janet Roth
26
Kiley Christner
27
28
Marvin Mallams
Marcia Millspaugh
Jennifer Schoettmer
Taylor White
29
Amanda Beik
Jill Kirby
Pam McSorley
Colby Newman
30
Robert Lance
31
Robert Bixler
Pat Coe
Marie Davidson
Joy Dow
Vern Peterson

Continued from pg. 8

calling which God has placed on my life is stronger than any other desire or thought I’ve ever
had.
I look forward to learning about you and your gifts and talents for ministry. I would
love to help you explore whatever calling you feel God has placed on your life. I am in the
office on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays. Please feel free to give me a call or stop in to see
me. I would love to talk with you and get to know you better. Additionally, if you would like
to meet for coffee or a piece of pie, that would be fantastic! I am here for you, so please let
me know how I can connect with you.
I am really looking forward to the ministry we will do together here at First United
Methodist Church. I am excited to be able to work with Pastor Deb and I believe that God
has some wonderful plans in store for us. I am thrilled that I get to share in them with all of
you! Thank you for receiving me as your Co-Lead Follower. May God bless you!
Pastor Luann Benge

Wilma Young will be celebrating her 100th birthday on Saturday,
August 6. In honor of her special day, her family is hosting an open
house at Arbor Village South, 126 West Stonebrook Drive, in Mt.
Pleasant, from 2 to 4 p.m. All friends and family are invited. Cards
may also be sent to Wilma Young, 1406 East Linden Drive Apt. 302,
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641.

Happy76th Wedding
Anniversary to
Robert and Violet Stafford
They were married on July 24, 1940
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Love Circle - No Meeting
Friendship Circle - August 18th at 5:15p.m. at Pizza Ranch
Grace Circle - No Meeting
Patience Circle - August 20th at 9:00 a.m. in Rm. 111

FYI: UMW has begun thinking about the fall rummage sale. In addition to gently used

items and bake sale items, we are expanding this year. We would like to have a craft table
for your handmade items (such as woodworking projects, needlework, etc.) and a table for
collectibles. Please keep us in mind when you do your spring and summer cleaning.
August Bible Verse: Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the
Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and hope.”
If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women, or join a circle, call the
church office at 385-1740

Do you need a shower, wedding
or graduation gift?
One of the First United Methodist
Women Cookbooks is a great gift.
Stop in the church office and pick
one up for $13.

A Feast of Food
and Fellowship

Thank you for the cards, words of comfort, hugs, thoughts and prayers on the death of my
nephew. You have truly shared God’s love with me.
Joan Rodgers
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who contributed
to Project Wesley!! Our effort was a big success! We fed approximately 25 residents of the
Heidelburg Motel, gave out some great information on community assistance programs,
some basic necessities and had a whole lot of fun! Thanks again for your many blessings on
this program.
Linda Enearl & the Faith Friends, and Fellowship Sunday School class.
I would like to thank everyone who prayed for me, sent cards, and for the Knots of Love
prayer shawl. Also thanks to Pastor Deb for visiting me while I was in the hospital in Iowa
City. Thanks again to all of you, I am having a speedy recovery.
Mary Parker
We would like to thank you for your support of the Fellowship Cup. We appreciate your
donation. With support like your we are able to continue programs such a RSVP, Summer
Sacks, and School supplies which support the under served of Henry County.
The Fellowship Cup

Have you been to Fellowship Hall recently? If so, you must have noticed the new
chairs around the tables, if you haven’t, please go down and try them out.

They were purchased by United Methodist Women and Memorial Ministry Team. Thank
you to both groups for a much needed gift.

Summer Theme: Meeting God in the Movies
Please join us for Holy Communion on August 4th from noon to 1:00
p.m. This is a time to retreat to a quiet place and lift up your prayers
and concerns to God. There will be scriptures and prayers that you can
read and when you are ready, Pastor Deb or Luann will serve you communion.
9



Weekend of July 30-31 - The Straight Story



Weekend of August 4-5 - Chariots of Fire
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AUGUST
1st - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff Rm. 109
2nd - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - SPPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
3rd - Wednesday
4th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Prayer and Communion
5th - Friday
6th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
7th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
8th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story Rm. 109
6:00 p.m. - PEFC Rm. 109
9th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
10th - Wednesday
11th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
12th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry
13th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
14th - Sunday (Noisy Offering)
9:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
15th- Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff Rm. 109
3:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship

6:00 p.m. - Finance Rm. 9-11
16th - Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
17th - Wednesday
18th - Thursday MESSENGER DEAD-

LINE

7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 111
19th - Friday
20th - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle Rm 111
12:30 p.m. - Walk to Emmaus wrap up
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
21st - SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. - SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
22nd - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting Rm. 109
23rd - Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
24th - Wednesday
25th - Thursday
26th - Friday
27th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
28th - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
29th - Monday
10:30 - Staff meeting Rm. 109
30th - Tuesday
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
31th - Wednesday
7

Greetings to each of you! After months of anticipation, I am very happy to fi-

nally be here and serving with all of you at First United Methodist Church as well as in the
community of Mount Pleasant. The welcome I and my family have received from all of you
has been nothing short of amazingly wonderful. I have felt your prayers and positive
thoughts throughout this time of transition and I am so very grateful for each and every one
of them, and for you! Thank you once again for welcoming me in such a thoughtful and
heart-felt manner.
I have had the pleasure of meeting many of you and I am working on learning names
and faces. That may take me just a little time, but I will get there. I look forward to getting to
know you all better (and allowing you to get to know me) as we continue to serve together in
ministry. As a step toward helping you get to know me, I thought I would tell you a little bit
more about myself and my background.
I was born and raised in a small town in Mississippi. I lived in Mississippi until I
married my husband, Carl, in December of 2000. We moved to Iowa in the middle of the
winter, not too long after we were married. I recall there being, what seemed like, an exceptional amount of snow that year! My husband is from Selma, Iowa, which is in Van Buren
County, and that is where we lived after we were married. I have lived in Iowa for nearly
sixteen years now, and I am still trying to get used to these Iowa Winters.
My husband and I have two children, Sarah Elisabeth, who is eleven, and Lydia
Grace, who is nine. I will be bringing them to services with me so that you can have the opportunity to meet them and get to know them. They are adjusting very well to our recent
move and have already made friends with some of the children in Morning Sun.
I have many hobbies, but one of my favorite things to do is read and the Bible is at
the top of my list! I have many “favorite” verses of scripture, but one in particular I would
like to share with you is my most favorite, Isaiah 41:10. Several years ago, when God first
called me into the ministry, I felt a bit nervous and unsure about what to expect. I felt at
some point I would fully enter into the ministry and it would be a life-changing commitment,
not only for me but also for my family. So, one evening when I was feeling a little anxious,
I was looking through my Bible and I came upon Isaiah 41:10. Even though I had read this
verse several times before, it was as though I was reading it with brand new eyes and a brand
new focus. In that moment, it spoke directly to my heart. The verse states, “Do not fear, for
I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I
will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” This verse gave me so much comfort and
peace because I knew in that moment that the God who called me into this ministry is the
same God who would strengthen me throughout the journey. And, God has done just that!
What an awesome God we serve!
I entered the candidacy process just over six years ago. I was licensed in 2012 and
had been serving at Bethel United Methodist Church since that time. I dearly love the ministry and I, at this point, could not imagine any other life except one spent in ministry. This
Continued on pg. 10
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