
         First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“To be a spiritual home that 

welcomes, equips and sends 

all into the ministry to which 

Christ has called us.” 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall  

Sunday 
9:00 am in the Sanctuary 

 

10:15 am  September thru May 

Children’s Sunday School & Adult  

Study Groups   
 

11:15 Worship Service 
 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 

Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor 

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org   
       

Joan Rodgers, Director of Lay Ministries 

lay.director@fumcmtp.org 
 
 

Jean Evans, Office Administrator 

office.admin@fumcmtp.org 
 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 

Joy Dow, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Chuck Ring, Custodian   
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First United Methodist Church Youth,  
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FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group 
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Messenger is due Thursday,  

August 20th 
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What’s Dishin’ with Missions?  

1 

Dear Members of Christ’s Loved and Forgiven Family, 
 

 Lately, I have shared a couple of sentiments within sermons that 

seem to have caught on with others:  
 “I have a mustard seed and I am not afraid to use it.” – Joseph Ratzinger 

(This has been called out to me from people in cars as I have walked the 

sidewalks in Mount Pleasant.) 
 “I love you, buddy.  We’re going to make it.” – Rob Bell (This has been 

whispered in a brief prayer of thanksgiving and hope.) 
 “Shall We Dance?” – Richard Rodgers (Why didn’t you dance?  You 

should have danced?) 

To know that people remember what I have said longer than the 
length of the message is very satisfying.  I am grateful to God for the initial 
inspiration and for the ability to carry the divine inspiration through to 

something meaningful for someone.  Very neat. 
I have been reading a book, entitled Happiness by Amber Rain.  It is a 

collection of 51 short devotions/writings that the author promised would 
change my life if I would daily read, consider and adopt her suggestions.  I 
am suspicious of such a guarantee but the opening statement of the first 

devotion/writing caught me, “Have a nice day, unless you’ve made other 
plans.”  That greeting (?) resonated with me and convicted me.  I hope that 

her words may catch on with you, too. 
There are so many times that I have reluctantly gotten out of bed sure 

that the day was going to be a complete disaster – and, it was.  There are so 

many times that I have dragged myself from sleep – not really rested, re-
newed or energized – fully expecting the coming hours to be fraught with 
challenges too much for me and fearful that these challenges would over-

whelm me – and, they did.  No surprises here; I got exactly what I planned.   
What a horrible waste of a day!  What a sly and self-fulfilling prophe-

cy!  Don’t you agree that you will find what you look for and get what you 
expect from each day of life?  How much better would it be for all of us if we 
planned to have a nice day, to be equal to the tasks placed before us, to find 

good in the world and to be blessed? 
 “Have a nice day, unless you’ve made other plans.”     

 
         Pastor Deb 
 
                

    NOISY OFFERING 
The Noisy Offering this year will go towards the digging of a well in 

a community that has no clean water.  So far we have raised 

$1,726.74 from Noisy Offerings and $1,777 from the Easter offering, 

for a total of $3,503.74 of the approximately $5,000 

needed to dig a well.  The next Noisy Offering day will 

be August 9th.  If you need a little “Red Bucket” you 

may pick one up on the table in the Upper Fireside 

room. 

School supplies are on sale so this is a good time to purchase the School Kit items.  Our goal 

is 250 for this year.  Kits will go to the In-Gathering and sent to UMCOR for distribution. 
 

Supplies:  Customs are very strict as to what can be shipped so please purchase only the 

items listed with NO ADVERTISING ON THEM OR USA FLAGS, IF POSSIBLE! 
 

 1 pair of blunt metal scissors  

  3 units of paper (8 1/2 - 11 spiral notebooks, wide rule, 210-250 sheets total) 

 1 hand held pencil sharpener (must be at least one inch) 

 1 - 30 centimeter ruler with no advertisements 

 6 unsharpened pencils with erasers  

 1 - 2 1/2 inch eraser  

 1 - 24 count box of Crayons 
 

If you can sew a bag or two, call the church office or Madonna Worden, 385-3299.  Kits are 

cut and ready to be assembled.  Sewing machines are also available if you need one. 
 

The supplies may be placed on the table at the back of the sanctuary. The value of the sup-

plies is $11, if you would like us to go shopping for you.  The shipping has been donated by 

two good Samaritans. If you would like to help with postage, it would be greatly appreciat-

ed.   We appreciate your help with this project! 

 
  PEOPLE ARE NEEDED TO SEW THE SCHOOL KIT BAGS TOGETHER!   

 

  If interested please call Madonna Worden  at 319-385-3299 and she will  

  get the pre cut supplies you will need and the directions.  If you need a  

  machine one is available for you to use. 
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Thank you to church family for prayers, cards and calls to us at the time of my sisters  

passing.       Jerry and Sharon Davis 
 

Dear First United Methodist Church Higher Ed Committee,  Thank you so very much for 

awarding me this scholarship.  I’m overly excited and beyond blessed.  Next year I’ll be 

attending Kirkwood and studying Ag Production.  William Kinney 

 

Thank you church family for paying half of camp for Pictured Rocks.  I had a lot of fun 

thanks to you.  Have a good summer.    Kylee Adams 

 

Thank you to those who helped with the Summer Sack Lunch program at the Fellowship 

Cup.         Mission Committee 

 

Dear Friends,  I want to thank you for the gifts that you continue to give me.  I am grateful 

beyond words.  The opportunities and experiences that I have had at school are unlike any 

other.  Each day provides a new lesson and a new challenge, and these amazing things 

would be impossible without your support.  Thank you for your continuous generosity and 

kindness.  I will always cherish the memories you have let me create, through you support.  

I can never thank you enough.    Linzie Hood 

 

Henri Nouwen, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Me  

 Already, several people have seen me (Pastor Deb) carrying around 
two stuffed penguins, posing them in a variety of places and taking photos 

of them.  Some of you have even been in pictures with the penguins that I 
have named Henri Nouwen and Dietrich Bonhoeffer (likeness right).   

FYI:  “Henri Nouwen was a spiritual thinker, (who sought) along with 
Thomas Merton, to consciously develop a "theology of the heart" and to lay 
this down as a template for both clergy and lay persons. Henri had an unusu-
al capacity to write about the life of Jesus and the love of God in ways that 
have inspired countless people to trust God more fully.”  (Internet Site – The 

Henri Nouwen Society).  “Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life as a pastor and theologian 
of great intellect and spirituality who lived as he preached—and his martyr-
dom in opposition to Nazism—exerted great influence and inspiration for 
Christians across broad denominations and ideologies, such as Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and the Civil Bonhoeffer's life as a pastor and theologian of great in-
tellect and spirituality who lived as he preached—and his martyrdom in oppo-
sition to Nazism—exerted great influence and inspiration for Christians across 
broad denominations and ideologies, such as Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 
Civil Rights Movement, in the United States, the anti-communist democratic 
movement in Eastern Europe during the Cold War and the anti-Apartheid 
movement in South Africa.  Bonhoeffer is commemorated as a theologian and 
martyr by the United Methodist Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and several church members of the Anglican Communion including 
the Episcopal Church (USA) on the anniversary of his death, April 
9.” (Wikipedia – Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 

So far, photos have been taken at SIP, McDonald’s, Sunny Brook and 

a recent staff meeting.  Henri and Dietrich will travel with me on vacation, to 
board meetings at the Conference Center (I should have fun explaining this 
to the bishop.) and on other pastoral, professional and personal duties.  Not 

bad company, huh?   
Why am I doing this?  The first reason is that the penguin that I have 

named Henri Nouwen was a gift to me from my husband – one of the last 
gifts that he was able to give to me before he became too ill to leave the 
house.  It is, therefore, very special to me.  The penguin is a connection to 

Ted and to his generous love and that connection helps me to face new chal-
lenges and “go where no (one) else has gone before” more confidently. (Star 

Trek) 
                         Continued on pg. 6 

 WEDNESDAY NIGHTS ARE COMING BACK WITH A NEW 

LOOK AND NEW ENTHUSIASM! 
 

 

Beginning September 9th at 6:15 there will be    

family worship, family food, and family fellow-

ship.  Watch for further information to come, but 

put Wednesday nights on your calendar now so 

you won’t miss the fun, spiritual growth, and food. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Rights_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apartheid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Methodist_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Lutheran_Church_in_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Lutheran_Church_in_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_(USA)
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Up to date as 

 of  

July 27, 2015  

Please Pray For Healing and Support: 
 Marvin Fink - Father of Gaila Oschwald 

 Betty Parker 

 Pat Burden 

 Cecile Chrissinger 

 Marvin Fink - Father of Gaila Oschwald 

 Rick Dennison - Brother of Rosie Rogers 

 Tom Zeleny - Father of Chad Zeleny 

 Jim Bryon 

 Christine Stauffer 

 Patricia Burden 

 Kenneth Hatch 

 Larry Andrew, brother of Jim Andrew 

 Joe Oschwald 

 Rev. Richard Iles 

 For peace in the Middle East and safety for the people bring displaced 

 Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers 

 Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo 

 Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman in the South Sudan 

 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world 

             The Susie & Mark Stalder family and Jerry & Sharon  

                     Davis family in the death of Maxine Seberg, mother of 

             Susie and sister to Jerry, on Sunday,  June 28th. 

 

Betsy Johnson and Alice Brown (twin sister of Ethel), on the death of their sister, Ethel 

Vice. 

 
Bill and Juanita Griest and family on the death of  Bill’s brother, Larry, on July 11th. 

 

Brian Carter and family in the death of his father, Charles “Wayne” Carter on July 15th. 

Congratulations to:  Shane & Michelle Krogmeier on the birth of a son, Brody  

Allen, born May 28th. He is welcomed home by a sister Addison, grandparents Kathy & 

Joe Rauenbuehler and Cindy and Greg Krogmeier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are rounding up a “pool noodle crew” for the Old Threshers Parade on 

Wednesday, September 2nd.  We will need walkers and float riders, past partici-

pants as well as new ones.  Practice will take place 30 minutes prior to the start of 

the parade.  A call to the church office (prior to August 26th) to let us know you 

plan to participate would be appreciated.  We will also be in the IWC Homecoming 

Parade, Saturday, September 26th, please keep this date in mind also. 

 

     Nurture & Outreach 

WHAT Equipping Class 

WHO  Everyone who wants to serve God 

WHERE at the church room 111 

WHEN August 25th from 6-7 pm  

Topic: Do you know what your spiritual gifts are?  Complete a short 

questionnaire then discuss spiritual gifts, what they might mean, and 

where you might choose to use your gifts to serve God. 
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 

June 27, 5:30 p.m.                                33 

June 30, 9:00 a.m.                   103                   

June 30, 11:15 a.m.                        12 

Total:     148 

           

July 4, 5:30 p.m.       23 

July 5, 9:00 a.m.      125  

July 5, 11:15 a.m.        10 

Total:        158     
 

July 11, 5:30 p.m.       38                            

July 12, 9:00 a.m.      129  

July 12, 11:15 a.m.       23       

Total:     190 
 

July 18, 5:30 p.m.       36         

July 19, 9:00 a.m.    124  

July 19, 11:15 a.m.       11   

Total:     171    

 

July 24, 5:30 p.m.      40 

July 25, 9:00 a.m.    125 

July 25, 11:15 a.m.       15 
Total:    180 

4 15 

   The job is too big.  

   The little I can do won’t make a difference.   

   It is hard to get started. 

   I do not have time. 

   I read a story of Jennifer who was concerned about an issue.      

 
    She prayed “So what are You doing about it, Lord?”  She felt God 

nudging her but she reminded Him of  her limitations-- shyness, fear of 

getting involved, lack of time, feelings of inadequacy, fear of failure. 

     Jennifer thought she put the “nudge” aside to go pick up her children.  She put on her coat 

then picked up her gloves.  They were lying limp and useless—until she slipped her hands 

inside them.  At that moment she realized that God didn’t want her to think about her limita-

tions, rather, He wanted to put His power into her hands and work through her, just as her 

gloves became useful when she put her hands into them.  

     Are you concerned about our church? About people who are hurting? About those who do 

not know Jesus? About children? 

Slip your gloves on-- The Lord will give you help and strength 

For work He bids you do; 

To serve Him from a heart of love 

Is all He asks of you.  

Be God’s 
 

Joan Rodgers 

Director of Lay Ministries 

 
 
 

 

Laity 

Growing Spiritually 

Ministering to others 

We welcome new members to First United Methodist Church. 
      Please seek them out to say welcome.  They 

      will be recognized at the 9AM worship  

      Service on August 9th. 
 

      Kay Tweedy   Amy Frantz 

      Krystal Perez   Amanda Beik  

      Peggy Iles    Emily Roth 

      Joy and Roy Gilleard   Kristina Roth 

BUDGET NEWS 
June 2015 

Current Budget 

Beginning Balance    $     15,269.69 

Income:     

  Pledges/Giving                           21,432.73 

  Other Income                    56.75 

  ACH for Mission                  615.50 

Total Income                          $       22,104.98 

 Expenses:          (28,014.19) 

  Liability Difference               (615.98)

Ending Balance         $        8,744.46  

Liabilities:  

   Withholdings      $        4,024.24 

   Apportionments                                0.00 

Funds Available:                  $        4,720.22   

 

   Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance    $    14,888.28  

Received                      3,429.52 

Disbursements:                              (5,906.00) 

      $     12,411.80    



1 

Chris Henkel 

Joshua Heusel 
 

2 

Curtis Alexander 

Richard Augsburger 

Lynn Butterbrodt 

Betty Green 

Clayton Loving 
 

3 

Nicholas Cordes 

Heather Roberson 

Pamela Wilson 
 

4 

Lyle Swan 
 

5 

Ron Buckingham 

Carrie Coble 

Alice Parks 
 

6 

Lori Anderson 

Mary Elgar 

Shawna Goettsche 

Wilma Young 
 

7 

Anastasia Parker 

Yvonne Rich 

Steve Rod 

Bradley Woerdeman 
 

8 

Doris Brent 

Ella McNamee 

Judy E. Miller 

Annette Reynolds 

Faye Tipping 

Carlee Wilkins 
 

9 

Gary Wiegel 
 

10 

Donna Batey 

Brianna Enearl 

Cheryl Johnson 

Thomas Moore 
 

11 

Martha Brown 

Chad McMullin 

Rosalie Stipe 

Robert Waters 
 

12 

Izaac Zihlman 
 

13 

Lori Baylor 

Eugene Christner 

Kadie Dennison 

Izaak Krieger-Coen 

Melanie Lees 

Michael Mitchell 

David price 

Cheyenne Stonehouse 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

Ed Bappe 

Dean Campbell 

Jeff Davis 

Rebecca Hagensee 

Sue King 

John Rode 
 

18 

Jeff Bensmiller 

Angela Blint 

Helen Moehle 
 

19  

Crystal Cole 

Ashley Hobbs 

Paige Kinney 
 

20 

Ellaina McMullin 

Danielle Muhs 

Nicholas Steffens 

21 

Austin Granatowicz 

Beau Hampton 

Angela Rodgers 

Kathleen  

       Schimmelpfennig 

Amee Wilkins 
 

22 

Dan Campbell 

Pauline Spraker 
 

23 

Pat Bensmiller 

Aaron Branch 

Garrett Newman 

Nicky Oldt 

Dane Petersen 

Luther Petersen 
 

24 

Brittany Anderson 

Allison Maxwell  

Brady Muff 

Mary Notestein 

Jarrett Wilson 
 

 25 
 

26 

John Barr 

Abigail Ryon 
 

27 

Laci Palar 

Amy Pullis 

Nicholas Ridenour 
 

28 

Doyle Dunn 

Melvin Messer 

Bethany Schlagel 

John Thomas 
 

29 

Pat Doak 

Isabella parker 

Jackson Styron 
 

30 

Danielle Davidson 

Marvin Rudy 
 

31 

Tim Yoder 
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   -----  Celebrate the start of fall Sunday School.  

August 23  

  9:00  AM worship Service 

10:15 AM Rally Day Excitement    

 Wear your favorite sports team apparel. 

 Learn about Bible Song, the children’s curriculum  

 Hear about 20-40 class —Holding Your Family Together 

 Hear what the other adult classes will be studying 

 Sing songs 

 Celebrate Sunday School  

11:30 AM     Enjoy a grilled lunch (by the 20-40 class) and continue fellowship 

and celebration. 

Imagine a home where every person feels loved, valued and heard.  
Imagine a family that seeks God's wisdom, will and Word together.  
Holding Your Family Together is a workable, powerful plan based on a simple 
nightly routine: Share, Read, Talk, Pray, Bless.  
 
 

  FAITH5, has transformed families around the world.  No  
  matter your child's age or your family's unique situation, the  
  FAITH5 can work for you.  
 

  The 6 week study will be offered in the 20-40 class on Sunday  
  Mornings beginning august 30

th
.  If you have questions please  

  contact Karen Brimhall or Pastor Deb.  
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You are invited to the chapel July 2nd from noon to 1 p.m. to pray 

and receive Holy Communion. 
 

This is a quiet time with God removed from the world’s activities.  

There is a list of prayer concerns, there are scriptures and prayers 

you can read, there are candles to light and Pastor Deb serves com-

munion when you are ready. Come and go during the hour as you 

feel led. 

This fall, First United Methodist Church will feature an exciting new 

curriculum for children called Bible Song.  The unit that the children will 
study is God’s Good News and the entire year is about Jesus and his minis-

try. 
This curriculum created by Faith Inkubators in-

cludes skits, songs, sign language, games, art and les-

sons.  The sizeable and colorful books have places for 
photographs and memories and there are links to mu-
sic, games and songs that can be used by families 

during the week through the Faith Inkubators’ web-
site.  Sweet, huh? 

One of the best parts of the curriculum is The 
FAITH5 which is a practice that when used regularly, 
religiously and, dare we say, methodically can help to 

bring families closer together and more able to express 
the importance that God has in their lives as individuals, as a family and 

as members of the Christian faith.  Information from the website. 
 

FAITH5™ (Faith Acts In The Home) is a simple, easy-to-implement faith 
practice, perfect for incorporating into your bedtime 

routine for five to fifteen minutes a night. When done 
over time, the FAITH5™ carries the power to enrich 
communication, deepen understanding, aid sleep, and 

promote mental, physical and spiritual health. The five 
steps are: 

 SHARE your highs and lows 

 READ a Bible verse or story 

 TALK about how the Bible reading might relate to 

your highs and lows 

 PRAY for one another's highs and lows 

 BLESS one another 

 We’ll make certain that you feel competent about this practice and 
can use it to help your family grow together; so much so, that we have or-

dered books for parents.  The title of the book is Holding Your Family To-
gether.  This book has so much wisdom and encouragement!  Pastor Deb 
wants to offer her time and experience with FAITH5 in other churches that 

she has served with the parents in our church.  Look in the bulletins, on 
Facebook and on the church’s website for more information. 

13 
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Continued from pg. 2 
 

The second reason is I am working on a devotional, a book, or a blog 
– I truly don’t know what it really will turn out to be if anything.  I plan to 

use photos of the penguins, Henri and Dietrich; the wisdom of these two 
theologians, Nouwen and Bonhoeffer; and our travels together as fodder for 

reflection.  If these reflections seem useful, I will make them available to 
others.  If not, I can count on you to forget this article, okay? 

                  Pastor Deb 

Widows, do you remember the first time you went to church alone after 

your husband died?  Do you want to eat out but are uncomfortable going 

by yourself?  Would you like to travel but feel awkward traveling alone?  

What other things have been hard to do since you are alone?  Come, enjoy 

lunch and share with others who have experienced those “first time alone” 

situations on, Thursday, August 11th at 11:30 am in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Please RSVP to the office by August 7.  



24th - Monday 

  10:30 a.m. - Staff meeting 
 

25th - Tuesday 

  5:30 p.m. - Equipping Class 

  6:30 p m. - Ad Council  Rm 9-11 

  7:00 p.m. - Acapella  F. Hall 
 

26th - Wednesday 
   

27th - Thursday  
 

28th - Friday 
   

29th - Saturday 

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship  
  

30th - Sunday    

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:00 a.m. - Sunday School 

11:15 a.m. - Worship Service 
  

31st - Monday 

  10:00 a.m. - Staff meeting 

1st - Saturday 

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship    
 

2nd -  Sunday   

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

11:15 a.m. - Worship Service  
  

3rd - Monday   

10:30 a.m. - Staff meeting 
 

4th - Tuesday 

10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion 

  5:00 p.m. - Nurture and Outreach    Rm. 7   

  6:00 p.m. - SPRC    Rm. 109 

  7:00 p.m. - Acapella 
 

5th -  Wednesday 

  7:00 p.m. - Permanent Endowment  Rm. 109 
 

6th - Thursday 

  8:00 a.m. - Knots of Love  Rm. 109 

12:00 Noon - Prayer & Communion in Chapel 
 

7th - Friday 
  

8th - Saturday 

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship 

  6:30 p.m. - IWC Student Advisors Meal 
  

9th - Sunday (Noisy Offering)    

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

11:15 a.m. - Worship Service 

  2:00 p.m. - Baby Shower 

  4:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts 
 

10th - Monday 

10:30 p.m. - Staff meeting 

  6:30 p.m. - Memorial Committee  Rm. 109 
 

11th - Tuesday 

11:30 a.m. - Widow’s Lunch 

  5:30 p.m. - Missions    Rm. 109 

  6:30 p.m. - Trustees     Rm. 7 

  7:00 p.m. - Acapella 

12th - Wednesday 
 

13th  - Thursday 

  9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners  Rm. 9-11  
    

14th - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry  Rm. 109 
  

15th - Saturday  

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship  
 

16th - Sunday    

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

11:15 a.m. - Worship Service 
   

17th - Monday 

10:30 a.m. - Staff meeting 

  5:30 p.m. - Relay for Life  Rm. 7 

  6:00 p.m. - Finance  Rm. 9-11 

  7:00 p.m. - Republicans  Rm. 109   
 

18th - Tuesday  

    5:30 p.m. - Worship   Rm. 7 

  6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed   Rm. 109 

  7:00 p.m. - NAMI   Rm. 9-11 
  

19th  - Wednesday 
  

20th - Thursday  MESSENGER DEADLINE 

   1:30 p.m. - Love Circle  F. Hall 

   7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts 
 

21st - Friday 
   

22nd - Saturday 

  5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise & Fellowship 
 

23rd - Sunday   

  9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m. - RALLY DAY/CAMP  

  FELLOWSHIP 
 

NO 11:15 A.M. SERVICE  join us at 9:00 a.m. 

for worship and Rally Day events that follow. 
 

Love Circle - August 20th in F. Hall 

Friendship Circle - No Meeting 

Grace Circle - No Meeting 

Patience Circle - TBA 
 

If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women, or join a circle, call 

Joyce Miller at 385-7037. 
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August 2015 

DO YOU HAVE SOME EXTRA TIME?  Milestones Area Agency on Aging 

Meals on Wheels) is in need of drivers to deliver meals.  If you can help with 

this very important mission call Shelley Morton at 1-(855)-410-6222 extension 

504. 

On August 12th, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. -12:00 noon, the members of Nurture & 

Outreach invite all to extend hospitality to the new class of students at Iowa Wesleyan.  

Needed bright smiles, cookies, refreshment host & hostess, and those with strong backs…..  

Meet here at the church and travel over together. 



You were just talking about getting a new t-shirt, weren’t you? 
 

Well, you are in luck.  First UMC has arranged for 3-color logo, true red t-shirt, to be pro-

duced for only $9.00 for 50% cotton/polyester or $13.25 for 100% polyester.  Order one or 

many.  There will be a sign up sheet in the church office.  Order by August 12th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logo Welcome 

 

Equip 

 

Send 

Vacation Bible School 2015 

 

 

What fun!! 

 

 

 

The wrens will 

love us. 

 

 

What color paint is your favorite? 

T-Shirt Order Form 
Name:  

Phone: 

Please Circle one              50/50 cotton/poly       or          100% polyester 

Cost:               $9.00                                       $13.25 

Size: Circle the size you need:    S       M       L       XL  (unisex)   

        XXL & XXXL are $2.00 more 

 

All T-shirts: 

True Red; First United Methodist Logo on front; 

Welcome, Equip, Send on back 

ORDER DEADLINE August 12th 

No extra shirts being purchased so please order! 
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Generosity and Stewardship Survey 2015 
 

The Generosity and Stewardship Committee decided to survey the congregation of First 

United Methodist Church to gather data prior to developing a Stewardship Plan to see what 

issues and concerns are important to our members.  The thought being if these issues could 

be addressed our members would consider increasing their giving of time, talents, and re-

sources towards their accomplishment.  The committee also felt that the data collected 

should be shared with all members who in turn could take that information to their respec-

tive committees for further analysis and review. 
 

 29.2% for 325 surveys (95) were returned 

 72.6% of those who responded were females 

 89.5% of those who responded are aged 40 and above 
 

What did the survey tell us about ourselves? 

 92.63% of the respondents said that the church had a positive influence on their life and 

 36.84% said the church actually made very positive influence 
 

The survey also showed that the majority of us are familiar with the church’s mission state-

ment “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”. 
 

The respondents were asked in what ways they are willing to support the church’s mission.  

52.25% are willing to volunteer their time and talents, 21.1% by giving financially, 11% 

through prayer, 8.26% by welcoming others into the congregation and sharing God’s love, 

and 7.39% by regular attendance. 
 

Another question on the survey asked respondents how likely they would be willing to vol-

unteer in the future.  The majority indicated very positive to this question even though the 

demographics of the respondents are in the high end of the range of age. 
 

Most of us agreed that monetary giving is important to the life of the church.  In fact 95.7% 

of us felt that way and 4.3% felt money had no influence one way or another.  Even though 

the majority of us felt money plays a role in the life of the church very few of us knew 

whether we had enough income to meet our expenses or if we raise enough money to reach 

our goals.  46.67% are unaware of the financial needs of the church.  32.22% thought we 

raise enough money to support the church and 21.1% felt that we did not meet our financial 

obligations.  
 

Here is where we currently are when it come to our financial obligation: 

Historically the church barely meets its financial obligations.  Last year we were able to pay 

our apportionments where we were not able in years past.  Currently we are meeting out fi-

nancial obligations for this year, whether this will continue throughout the rest of the year is 

unknown. 

 

So why do we feel it is important to donate to the church?  Here is a listing of reasons in or-

der of highest percentage of respondents to lowest percentage (Respondents could choose all 

reasons that applied). 

Giving to the church is: 

 An established practice - 56.84% 

 Helps to provide for regular upkeep and repair of the building - 52.63% 

 Helps provide paid pastoral leadership and staffing - 52.63% 

 Serves a need within the community - 49.47% 

 Helps fund programs/for children - 49.47% 

 Helps to fund visitation/of shut-ins - 41.05% 

 Serves a personal need - 37.89% 

 Helps to fund Conference wide programs - 3.16% 

 Helps to care for those pastors who have retired - 2.1% 

 Other 1.05% 

 

When asked if resources (Money, time, personnel) were no object what would your vision be 

for the church the respondents answers could be categorized in 7 broad areas.  The break-

down is as follows: 

 To care for and serve more people - 30.93% 

 Have a vibrant youth program and bring families young and old into our church - 18.57% 

 Church would have strong programs - 18.54% 

 Growing membership = 13.4% 

 Strengthen our relationship with God - 10.31% 

 More friendly inviting church - 6.19% 

 Modern updated facilities - 2.06% 

  

This report is an attempt to summarize the results of the survey.  If you or your committee 

desire more detailed responses to the survey copies of all the results and comments are avail-

able through the church office. 
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