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The MESSENGER
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”

Information for the May
Messenger is due Thursday,
April 21st

Our Staff
Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

Our Worship Schedule:

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
9:00 am in the Sanctuary

Joan Rodgers, Director of Lay Ministries

10:15 am September thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups

Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Joy Dow, Saturday Night Pianist

11:15 Worship Service

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

lay.director@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org

Chuck Ring, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Do you know what I am doing at this moment? Of course, you don’t; but I am updating the
apps (the applications on my mobile phone). So far,
I have updated AccuWeather, Your Navigator,
Youtube, Fitbit, Gmail, Chrome Browser and
Google. These apps do help to make my life and life
decisions easier. These apps do have a purpose and
importance. Downloading the apps does not really
take a great deal of time – at most, a couple of minutes. And, I admit to feeling a sense of
accomplishment; but, do you know what I actually should be doing?
I should be devoting all my time: first, to the pastor’s article for the April Messenger (due yesterday) and preparing for Palm Sunday’s sermon, Maundy Thursday’s worship order and sermon, Good Friday’s worship order and sermon and the two Easter worship orders and sermons. And, did I mention prayer and visitation of the sick, needy, bereaved and dying? Upon reflection, I have decided that I am crazy – not zany, not committable and, certainly, not violent – but crazy. Over and over, I unwisely choose the important over the essential. I imprudently spend time, precious time, tending to the immediate rather than the eternal. I lean into the straight-forward and practical more than the
sacred and profound. Foolishness!
This world compounds my (possibly, our?) human desire to serve the dictates of
duty rather than the decrees of devotion. In last month’s newsletter, I told you that the
chapters of the Gospel of St. John would be the foundations of the sermon messages till
and including Easter and urged you to join me in reading the Gospel of St. John during the
days of Lent. Have you? Have you taken time to read this startling representation of
God’s son, Jesus? Have you come to appreciate John’s representation of Jesus as an incontrol of everything, powerful King rather than the suffering servant of the other gospels? If you didn’t, why not? Do you lift up: too busy, involved in other exploits, disinterested?
I have kept up with the reading and I have come to appreciate an entirely new perspective of God’s son as Lord and King. But, this should not to be credited to me as obedience to a devotional and spiritual practice for I didn’t have any choice. I was required
to do so because I was teaching the Lenten study. You see? Even though, I benefitted
from the reading; I did so by giving emphasis to the important, the immediate, the straight
-forward and the practical rather than the essential, the eternal, the sacred and the profound.
continued on pg. 2
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Change a Child’s Story
Thank you to all who responded to the “Change a Child’s Story” promotion.
The Change a Child’s Story program has continued to grow. 22 people are now reading
with children at schools in Mt Pleasant. 203.75 hours have been spent with children by
those volunteers. The program has been blessed by donations totaling many dollars, with a
current account balance of $2616. Books, totaling 242, have been distributed to children.
Our types of books on hand have been reviewed and plans to purchase more have been
made. Thank you to all who are reading with children and enjoying their time. Thank you
to those who have provided monetary support. It is proven to help children progress.
The need is GREAT so more readers are always welcome.

Colors
Of
My
Mother
If your mother has left this earthy home and you would like to remember her and share with
others about her please come April 28th at 9:30 AM to the church Fellowship Hall.
We will have light refreshments, drink coffee or tea, hear about grief, and most of all share
about mothers. Plan on an enjoyable time of remembrance.
Please RSVP by April 25th to the office.
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EASTER SERVICES
Saturday Praise and Worship:
March 26th: 5:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall

Dear Church familyOur church now has access to an extensive, new video library called RightNow Media! It’s like the "Netflix of Video Bible Studies" and has a VAST library of faithbased videos that you can access whenever and wherever you want—on your
phone, iPad, computer, or at home on your TV.
As a church staff, we’re always looking for ways to help you develop and strengthen your faith. We believe that RightNow Media will be a tool to serve you as you
live out your faith at home, at work and in your neighborhood. RightNow Media has
videos for everyone—kids, youth, parents, married couples, college students, single
adults, working professionals—all aimed at helping you grow. Join now!

EMMAUS WALK # 169 COMING TO
IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY AND
MT. PLEASANT FUMC
The Walk to Emmaus is a highly structured 3 day experience that is designed to strengthen
and renew the faith of Christian people, and through them their families, and the world in
which they live. Emmaus is open to any denomination. If interested in registering or want
to know more, please contact Pastor Ron Bupp, Marlene Hill, Sally Kinney, or Ava
Seibert. Registration for the summer walk is now taking place.
Walk Dates July 14 -17 for Men

Walk Dates July 28-31 for Women
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March 27th: Early Sunday Morning 7:30 a .m. service in
the Sanctuary, Followed by Hot Cross Buns and drinks in
the Upper Fireside Room
9:00 a .m. Service in Sanctuary with Special music
10:15 a .m. Sunday School , with an Easter egg hunt.
Continued from pg. 1

How might I do better in the days to come? How might we do better in the days to
come? This, doing better, requires reflection which I have already identified as unnatural;
but, perhaps, we could consider the overwhelming power that being busy has on us. We
dearly love being busy and we are richly rewarded when we are seen to be busy. We hate
if someone sees us and we aren’t doing something productive or, heaven forefend, finds us
taking a nap. (Please don’t come around the parsonage on Sunday afternoons; you can hear
my snoring from the sidewalks.)
Remember the saying attributed to Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), “If you want
something done, ask a busy person.” Busy people are those we believe we can count on to
accomplish tasks. Busy people are thought to have well developed skills to evaluate and to
manage. They also may be considered magically able to squeeze 25 hours out of a day and
53 weeks out of year. We laud them and want to be like them; however, Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) wrote, “It is not enough to be busy; so are the ants. The question is: what
are we busy about?”
There is a difference between being busy and being productive. There is a difference between being productive and being faithful. Strive to be not merely busy, not merely
productive; but faithful. Give emphasis not merely to the important, the immediate, the
straight-forward and the practical but to the essential, the eternal, the sacred and the profound. We’ll both be glad that we did.
Pastor Deborah Stowers
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VBS for 2016 is coming soon. Save the dates of June 13 - 16th
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. More information will be in the May
Messenger.

Up to date as of March 21, 2016
Please Pray For Healing and Support:




















Lyle Swan
Jerry Bradley
Jo Thornton
Marj McKim
Terry Mabeus
Kenneth Barr
William Kinney
Bev Garrels
Raymond Hunter
Bob Jensen
Wendell & Roberta Kinney
Charles Millner - Father of Jan Williamson
Helen Snodgrass
Sharri Fillinger - Niece of Joy Gillard
For peace in the Middle East and safety for the people bring displaced
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Our sister church in Medellin, Colombia and Rev. Pastor Duque and Hugo Oquendo
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman in the South Sudan
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Native American Ministries Sunday - April 24th
Our giving allows Native Americans to encounter, worship and serve Jesus.
When you support Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary students who
will honor and celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. And you empower
congregations that are finding fresh new ways to minister to their communities with the
love of Christ. Please say yes to this wonderful process of reconciliation, restoration and
release by giving generously.
3

Camping time is just
about here!!
Registration is now open for the Iowa
UMC Camps of Wesley Woods,
Okoboji and Pictured Rocks. Go to
www.iaumc.org/camps to see the many
opportunities that are available. The
church will again offer to pay for 1/2
of your child’s camping registration
fee. If you register on line please call
the church office so we will have a list
of those going.

Wesley Woods, Indianola, Iowa

First United Methodist Church Senior Day in planned

for May 15th at the 9:00 a.m. service. We are looking forward to
congratulating and honoring you for all your accomplishments
and blessing your plans for the future.
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MISSION MOMENTS

Thank you to all those who help with worship services. Today I want to especially

The Noisy Offering and the Easter Offering will be designated to fund the
"Change a Child's Story". FUMC has set a goal of 2000 books to be given to children and
2000 hours of reading to help the conference meet their goal of 1,000,000 hours and
1,000,000 books over the next two years.

On Saturday, April 9, and Sunday, April 10, FUMC will be dedicating our
water well that we funded in Nigeria. Our Church raised over $5000.00 to support a new
well. This well will supply clean, safe water for villagers that have been hauling water
from rivers that are badly contaminated. Along with the funds raised, we also send our
prayers for healthier lives for these Nigerians. Join us on the 9th or 10th of April as we celebrate a wonderful mission project.
The Mission Team has also donated $1000.00 to the Family Connection to aid in their
projects to help families in need.
Special Offerings for One Great Hour of Sharing was $1,358 and the Blanket Offering
totaled $678.72
BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
Feb. 27, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 28, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 28, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

36
148
12
196

March 5, 5:30 p.m.
March 6, 9:00 a.m.
March 6, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

39
145
13
197

March 13, 5:30 p.m.
March 14, 9:00 a.m.
March 14, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

53
113
14
180

March 20, 5:30 p.m.
March 21, 9:00 a.m.
March 21, 11:15 a.m.
Total:

49
158
13
220

February 2016
Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Income:
Pledges/Giving
Other Income
ACH for Mission
Total Income
$
Expenses:
Liability Difference
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6,866.85
33,478.87
17.50
690.00
34,186.37
(35,659.74)
378.54

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Withholdings

$

5,772.02

$

(4,035.38)

Funds Available:

$

1,736.64

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:
$

6,844.08
4,951.64
(7,717.32)
4,078.40

thank those who are greeters—at the 9 am service and the informal greeters at Saturday
night and 11:15. The Nurture and Outreach ministry team developed Greeter Guidelines
to share ways that we can truly make people feel welcome when they enter our church. The
guidelines are posted if you would like to review them. I am guessing after you read and
see how we are reaching out to our own people as well as guests as they come to church
you will want to be a greeter at worship service!
The greeters begin the friendly atmosphere along with the ushers, the pew people, and
hopefully each of you. We all need to be involved in the journey of welcoming, equipping
and sending. Part of reaching out is understanding what people want and expect from
church. While everyone is different and may want different things, one idea is that people
are looking for friendships and relationships.
In an article Phil Carver, Field Outreach Minister Southeast District, shared from a book
by Doug Anderson, “Get Their Name,” In the book chapter ten is titled ‘Relationships
Matter’. Even if we are a friendly church, guests in our church are looking for more—they
are looking for friendships within the church.
Friendships start by greeting and talking with someone, but to grow a friendship needs
people spending time together—Sunday school classes, people meeting for meals or other
activities, bible study groups, project groups, ministry teams (previously known as committees). In small church groups there are three practices that support healthy friendships
as Christians: devotional practices, fun together and mission support. Like the class meetings of the early Methodist movement, if we can pray together, enjoy food and conversation and be in service together friendships will develop, our church will grow, and most of
all the Kingdom of God on earth will be stronger.
Please invite new people, people who have been around awhile, people who might need a
lift to join you in fellowship, discussion, prayer and fun. We can finish what the greeters
start!
Be God’s
Joan Rodgers
Director of Lay Ministries

Laity
Growing Spiritually
Ministering to others
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15
Steve Brimhall
Lacey Miller
16
Chloe Haffarnan
17
Jerry Barker
Janet Olson
Jan Rankin
Carson Ryon
1
Misty Blaskey
Emily Branch
Karen Brimhall
Betty Hunter
George Phanthouvong
2
Linda Enearl
3
Shirley Kingery
Cater Loyd
Tara Sammons
Kaley White
4
Dietrich Bappe
Eleanor Bjork
Doug Conner
Spence Evans
5
Charles Dyall
Dylan Hagensee
Mikayla Jennings
Ron Peiffer
Lori Yoder
6
Warren Garrels
Paul May
Matthew Moothart
Jason Smith
Madonna Worden

7
Addyson Calhoun
Amanda Caulkins
Emma Jones

18
Jennifer Bell
Nikole Keaster
Harold Rankin

8
Kathryn Harvey
Kaela Welcher

19
Heather Cole
Jane Dotson
Ruth Hagist
Dale Hazen
Anders Horn
KynLee White

9
Tammy Shroyer
10
Mitchell Brown
Liam Hood
James Willham

20
Samantha Liechty
21
Alexendra Achen
Kathy Alexander
Kaci Brown

11
Lauran Backer
12
Judy Bower
Faith Krause
Jason Loving
Duane Maxwell
Kylie Sourwine

22
Samuel Beatty
Luke Ryon
Jearol Sorrels

13
Brian Enearl
Briar Harvey
14
William Morehouse
Benjamin Olson
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23
Scott Augsburger
Mary Bixler
Sharon Davis
Lori Johnson-Vick
Mark Kimzey
Judy Kinney
John Klopfenstein I
Jan Roach

24
Matthew Millspaugh
25
Patricia Goettsche
Kate Newman
Pat Thomas
Dale Waters
26
Kinzington Keaster
Lexis Miller
27
Sandra Christner
Jerry Davis
Florence Kinney
Lola Swan
28
Keith Baccam
29
Patricia Breazeale
Jeff Dotson
Alekzander Harvey
30
Sherri McPheron

The Trustee’s Ministry Team is charged with
ensuring that the property of the Church is maintained
and enhanced for the benefit of our Church family, as
well as supporting the ministry of the Church. Our activities this past year, while coordinated by the Trustees,
were a joint effort of many of the ministry teams of the
Church as well as UMW, with additional support from
the General Budget. It also didn’t hurt to have a nice return from the Stock Market for the Permanent Endowment Fund in 2014.
Some of the projects we were able to fund last year included:













Additional landscaping for the east and north sides of the Church.
The landscaping at Parsonage #1 was replaced.
12 windows were replaced as part of an ongoing project to upgrade the heating/cooling efficiency of the Church.
The men’s restroom on the lower level was upgraded with new sinks, urinals,
flooring, and toilets. The door hardware was replaced as well.
Installed a push-button entry door next to the elevator to ensure better access
to the Church for all people.
Installed a coordinated computer system that is capable of operating all of the
Church software. New hardware will ensure better efficiency of Church
staff.
An upgraded sound system was procured for Fellowship Hall through the efforts of UMW with the proceeds from the Rummage Sale.
The stained glass windows in the Sanctuary were repaired and resealed to
reduce air flow.
The tower has received a new pitched roof. The flat roof has been a source of
water leaks within the tower and damage to the outside masonry for many
years. The masonry on the sides of the tower was also repaired in preparation
for the new roof.
Designs were prepared for the remodeling and expansion of restroom facilities on the main floor. However, due to budget constraints, this project has
been postponed.
Thank you again to you as members of the congregation for your support of
our Church and it’s Mission to Welcome, Equip and Send.
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Love Circle - April 21st F. Hall
Friendship Circle - April 14th Place to be announced
Grace Circle - April 7th Rm 109
Patience Circle - April 16th Rm. 111
If you would like to learn more about United Methodist Women, or join a circle, call Joyce
Miller at 385-7037.

Bible Verse for April:
Galatians 6:9 “Don’t get tired of doing what is good. Don’t get discouraged and give up,
for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.”

Thank you to Knots of Love for the warm welcome I received when I found a prayer shawl
tucked inside my door. It is comforting to know I have such a caring church family. Thank
you also for all the cards I received after the loss of my mother.
Joyce Miller
To Our Church Family, We would like to express our gratitude for the cards, prayers, and
prayer shawl delivered to Doug. He has completed the forty radiation treatments. How
comforting to feel the power of your prayers! Thank you all so much. God bless.
Doug and Barb Kennedy
I want to thank those who came to visit, cards sent, and prayers for me after my stay in the
University hospitals. Also for the lovely prayer shawl given to me. I’m improving slowly.
Alice Zuehlke
I would like to thank you for the prayers and concerns, for the visits, cards, and food. The
prayer shawl is beautiful. It all is very much appreciated. Our prayer for all of you is a
healthy 2016, Thank you again.
Helen Snodgrass

Prayers & Communion will not be held in April
Pastor Deb will be out of town. Please join us on May 5th.

Robert “Bob” and Violet Stafford on the death of their
son, Jerry, of California.
Pat and Steve Rod on the death of Pat’s brother, Philip, of Augusta, GA on Saturday, February 27th

To Know
To Grow
To Connect

Family of Madison Woodard.

We will have a gathering on Sunday, April 17th, at the parsonage to learn about First United
Methodist Church, United Methodist beliefs, and about Pastor Deb and each other. If you
would like to transfer your membership or join First United Methodist Church we will discuss the process and gather necessary information. If you are interested please let Joan
Rodgers know at lay.director@fumcmtp.org or 385-1740.

Roberta Kinney and family in the death of her husband, Wendell, on Tuesday, March 8th.

Esther Anderson and family in the death of her husband William “Bill”, on Monday,
February 29th.
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Nancy Thuma and family on the death of her husband Richard “Dick” on Friday, March
11th. His service was held here on Wednesday, March 16th.
Lin Klopfenstein and family on the death of her mother in China.
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9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship Service
11th - Monday
5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts
12th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella

1st - Friday
2nd - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Praise/Fellowship
3rd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship

13th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
7:00 p.m. - Youth

4th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff
14th - Thursday
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Dens Rm. 9-11/ Rec. Rm 9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Girls Scouts Rm. 7
5:00 p.m. - Extension Service F. hall
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle
5th - Tuesday
15th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
6:00 p.m. - Crew Wedding Rehearsal
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
16th - Saturday
6:00 p.m. - SPPRC Rm. 109
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle Rm. 111
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
3:00 p.m. - Crew Wedding
6th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
17th - Sunday
6:30 p.m. - Choir
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109-111
10:15
a.m. - Sunday School
7:00 p.m. - Youth
11:15 a.m. - Worship
7th - Thursday
3:00 p.m. - New Member Class
8:00 a.m. - Knots of Love Rm. 109
18th - Monday
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle Rm. 109
10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting
8th - Friday
6:00 p.m. - Finance Rm. 9-11
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Pack Meeting F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rec. Room
9th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
19th - Tuesday
10th - Sunday (Noisy Offering)
DEDICATION OF NIGERIAN WELL
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5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109

7:00 p.m. - Acapella
7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11

25th - Monday
10:30 a.m. - Staff

20th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109-111
7:00 p.m. - Youth

26th - Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
27th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
7:15 p.m. - Youth Rec. Rm

21st - Thursday

MESSENGER DEADLINE
1:30 p.m. - Love Circle F. Hall
6:00 p.m. - Girls Scouts F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 111

28th - Thursday
29th - Friday

22nd - Friday

30th - Saturday
8:00 a.m. - District Workshops F. Hall
12:30 p.m. - District Conference F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
In the Sanctuary

23rd - Saturday
11:00 a.m. - Hospice F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
24th - Sunday (Native American Offering)
9:00 a.m. - Classic Service in the Sanctuary
10:15 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship

Understanding our Muslin Neighbors
On Monday, April 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th, the Henry County Ministerial Association,
along with IWU, will offer a class, Understanding our Muslin Neighbors. The class
will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the International Room at Chadwick Library on IWU campus, and will be lead by pastors from the HCMA and Dr. Joy Lapp.

Card Ministry
Card Ministry continues to meet on the Second Friday of
each month. Please join us April 8th at 10 a.m. to write
notes, address envelopes, put stamps on, etc. Touch a life
with a card!
8

