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The MESSENGER
Information for the May
Messenger is due Thursday, April 20th.
First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Sanctuary till elevator is fixed
Sunday
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School & Adult
Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff

Rev. Deborah Stowers, Senior Pastor

pastordjs@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Jean Evans, Office Administrator
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Chuck Ring, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

Sisters and Brothers,
I have recently taught one of the Lay Servants’ courses, Go Preach. The class is designed to give the participants a taste of preaching – a helpful start on a process that could
be used to engage a biblical text and create a message from God for God’s people. One of
the exercises suggested in the materials for the class was a small group discussion based on
the last sermon that they had heard. What purpose did the sermon attempt to meet: inspiration, challenge, or instruction? Was it successful? Why or why not? What
would have made the sermon better? Did the sermon proclaim the Good
Despair!
News of Jesus Christ and further Christ’s ministry in the world?
I announced the assignment and, immediately, overheard the
folks sharing that they could not remember the last sermon that they
heard. GASP!! My preaching heart skipped a beat. My stomach
flipped over a couple of times. They couldn’t remember?! I thought of
the hours and hours that I and other preachers have put into wrestling
with the biblical texts, praying over messages, and searching for illustrations and words that will be faithful to the Good News of Jesus
Christ and relevant to the world of congregation members and . . . despaired.
I sat down to join one of the groups and quietly listened. One of the people had a
book of the suggested readings for each Sunday and found that the suggested text was on
Nicodemus. Oh, Nicodemus. Being born again. Hesitantly, the story of Nicodemus was
recalled and members of the group began to share what they remembered of the biblical story. They shared some of what they had heard proclaimed about the reading but none of
them had confidence that what they remembered was spoken in the sermon 5 days prior –
maybe, what they recalled was from a message presented years and years ago. Humbling,
to a preacher, humbling!
The Lay Servants continued to admit that they really couldn’t remember a single
message – ever; but, their conversation turned slightly as they began to share that they find
that from time to time they could recall a few words, an image, or a feeling of comfort or
challenge that came to them at an opportune time.
I gave a fair amount of thought to this over the days that followed the class and I remembered reading the following:
“A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and
complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. ‘I’ve
gone for 30 years now,’ he wrote, ‘and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single
one of them. So, I think I’m wasting my time and the priests are wasting
theirs by giving sermons at all.’
This started a real controversy in the ‘Letters to the Editor’ column. Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: ‘I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time
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Continued on pg. 2

Thank you very much for all the well wishes, prayers and cards for my hip joint replacement surgery. You each have made me feel SO blessed.
Donna Gardner
I would like to thank all of my church family for their prayers for my dear brother-in-law,
Keith Thomas. The CT scan he had last week showed no cancer. This was the news that
we were hoping and praying for. God is good!
Susie Clark
FUMC Family, I first wanted to thank you for the Subway gift card that I received during
finals week - it was greatly appreciated. It’s nice to be able to step away from studying for
a bit as well!! I truly enjoyed coming back to read scripture a couple of weeks ago. It was
so nice to reconnect with so many of you. I will graduate a full year early in may and I look
forward to an exciting future ahead. Thank you all for your continual support through this
journey. Many blessing, Kelsey Smith

BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

February 2017—Current Budget
Beginning Balance
$
7,538.43
Income:
Pledges/Giving
27,794.38
Other Income
8.50
ACH for Mission
698.34
Total Income
$
28,501.22
Expenses:
(32,189.73)
Liability Difference
483.12

Feb. 25, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 26, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

35
140
175

March 4, 5:30 p.m.
March 5, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

45
138
183

March 11, 5:30 p.m.
March 12, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

38
135
173

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings

$

4,333.04

$
$

March 18, 5:30 p.m.
March 19, 10:00 pm
Total:

32
144
176

( 3,500.08)

Funds Available:

$

832.56

March 25, 5:30 p.m.
March 26, 10:00 a.m.
Total:

35
139
174

Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$
Received
Disbursements:

4,428.40
3,228.68
(2,363.34)

$

5,293.74
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Please join us for Holy Communion on April 6th from
noon to 1:00 p.m. This is a time to retreat to a quiet
place and lift up your prayers and concerns to God.
There will be scriptures and prayers that you can read
and when you are ready, Pastor Deb will serve you.

If you would like to become a member of FUMC or
just want to learn more about our Methodist church,
Pastor Deb and Pastor Luann will be holding a class
on Sunday, April 9th, at 2:30 p.m. at Pastor Deb’s,
401 N. Broadway. If you are interested please speak
to one of the pastors.

my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire
menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this… They all nourished me and
gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I
would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I
would be spiritually dead today!’” – Vintage Dilbert - May 7, 2001
Sisters and brothers, it is not only preachers who are responsible for the nourishment
of human souls. Think about this. Appreciate the power and the everlasting nature of
words. You and I are responsible for the feeding of spirits – whether our words provide the
sustenance of all-you-can eat buffets, full course meals, fast food, snacks or tidbits – just
something to tide another over. “Words satisfy the soul as food satisfies the stomach; the
right words on a person’s lips bring satisfaction.” Proverbs 18:20
Pastor Deb

Holy Week Schedule
April 9th Palm Sunday:
Regular Service times
April 13th , Maundy Thursday:
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Holy
Communion service at the Presbyterian Church
April 14th ,Good Friday:
12:00 Noon Stations of the Cross Community Event
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship Cantata “Hope in the
Shadows” in the FUMC Sanctuary

Have you ever been sick? How did you feel when you got a “Get
Well” or “Thinking of You” card? Have you felt alone on a birthday?
Did you feel very happy when the mail person brought you a Birthday
card? We will be sending cards to make those kinds of feelings happen at 10:00
a.m. on Friday, April 14th, in room 109. Please join us to address cards and to
pray for those we are sending cards to.
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April 15th : Saturday Night Worship
April 16th , Easter Sunday:
7:15 a .m. Resurrection Service in the Chapel
8:00 a .m. Easter Breakfast
9:00 a .m. Easter Egg Hunt and Sunday School Classes
10:00 a .m. Easter Service , with Handel’s Hallelujah
Chorus
2

Please Pray For Healing and Support














Up to date as of March 27, 2017

Ken Seibert
Kai - 4 year old granddaughter of Diane Roth
Brian Carter
Chuck Albright
Carroll Parks
Jim Bryon
Case Housh - Born at 24 weeks. Child of Stephanie and Daniel Housh
Cory - Brother-in-law of John Rode
Sharri Fillinger
For peace in the WORLD
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world

Darrel and Rosie Rogers on the death of Rosie’s uncle,
Bill Gum, and the death of Darrel’s aunt, Winifred Michl.
To the Dave Miller Family on the death of Dave’s father,
Larry, on March 4th.
To Jill Kirby on the death of her father, Don, on Tuesday, March 7th.
To the Family of Beverly Garrels on her death Friday, March 17th.
To the Family of Wendell Smith on his death Friday, March 24th.
To the Family of William “Bill” McTee on his death Sunday, march 26th.

Congratulations to:

Curt and Laura Bjork on the birth of a
son, Oliver Lee, on Wednesday, March 8th. He is welcomed by a sister,
Eleanor, and grandparents, Linwood and Judy Miller.
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I have been doing some reading lately in the book of Romans. Romans is the longest letter we have from the Apostle Paul. It was written to the church in Rome and this letter is filled with many good words for not only the church in Rome, but also for us today.
For example, one of my favorite verses from Romans is “Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2. Living in
a world in which we have many different paths, it is important that we choose the one that is
God’s will for us. To do this, we must look inward, instead of outward. This requires reflection and time for discernment.
In seminary, we spend a great deal of time on inward
reflection. In fact, I would say that most of the work I have
done in this first year of seminary has involved inward reflection; reflecting on God’s will for my life, my calling, and the
condition of my heart. As you might have guessed, this work
requires a great deal of time, energy, and patience. It also involves preparation and renewal, so that God’s will is clearly
understood.
I think this is, in part, what Paul was speaking about
when he wrote this passage to the church in Rome. They, too,
lived in a world where there were many paths to take. There
were many temptations, notions, ideas, and situations which could easily lead a person in a
different direction than the one which God had chosen. In an effort to avoid this, Paul encouraged them to resist the pressures of the world, of their society, and instead to “be transformed by the renewal of [their] minds” so that they may discern, know and understand
God’s will for their lives, and what is acceptable and perfect.
Seminary has helped me put this into practice in ways I previously had not imagined. However, you do not need to be a seminary student in order to have this discernment
and renewal. You only need to be open to the Holy Spirit and be in relationship with God.
When our hearts and minds are open to the Holy Spirit, our mind becomes renewed
through reading the Bible, prayer, spending time with our fellow Christians, and spending
quite time with God. In doing this, we are able to shut out some of the noise and pressures
of the world, and concentrate fully on God and God’s will for our lives, and what is acceptable and perfect. In this process, we are transformed.
If you feel that you are struggling to understand God’s will for your life, or if the
noise of the world is sometimes too loud and you find it difficult to discern God’s voice,
then I encourage you to spend some time in inward reflection. Take the time to sit with God.
Pray, read your Bible, spend time in fellowship with other Christians, and allow your mind
to be renewed as you discern God’s will for your life, and what is acceptable and perfect.
Be transformed and renewed, dear brothers and sisters!
Peace and Blessings.
Pastor Luann
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16
Chloe Haffarnan

2
Linda Enearl
3
Cater Loyd
Tara Sammons
Kaley White
David Williams
4
Dietrich Bappe
Eleanor Bjork
Doug Conner
Spence Evans
5
Charles Dyall
Dylan Hagensee
Mikayla Jennings
Ron Peiffer
6
Ian Franklin
Warrens Garrels
Paul May
Matthew Moothart
Jason Smith
Madonna Worden

7
Addyson Calhoun
Amanda Caulkins
Emma Jones
8
Kaela Welcher
9
Tammy Shroyer

18
Jennifer Bell
Bruce Hucker
Nikole Keaster
Pete Rankin

27
Sandy Christner
Jerry Davis
Florence Kinney
Lola Swan

19
Heather Cole
Jane Dotson
Ruth Hagist
Anders Horn
KynLee White

28
Keith Baccam

20
Carson Bagles
Samantha Liechty

10
Mitchell Brown
Liam Hood
James Willham

29
Jeff Dotson
30
Sherri McPherson

21
Alexendra Achen
Kathy Alexander

11

22
Samuel Beatty

12
Judith Bower
Faith Krause
Jason Loving
Duane Maxwell
Kylie Sourwine

23
Scott Augsburger
Mary Bixler
Sharon Davis
Lori Johnson-Vick
Mark Kimzey
Judith Kinney
John Klopfenstein I
Jan Roach

13
Brian Enearl
Beverly Haines
14
Bill Morehouse
Benjamin Olson

24
Matthew Millspaugh
Cameryn Styron

15
Steve Brimhall
Lacey Miller

25
Patricia Goettsche
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1
Emily Branch
Karen Brimhall
Betty Hunter
George Phanthouvong

17
Jerry Barker
Janet Olson
Jan Rankin
Carson Ryon

Kate Newman
Pat Thomas
Dale Waters
26
Zander Fraker
Kinzington Keaster
Lexis Miller

Refugee Simulation Event. Sunday, April 9, 2-4 pm, at the Iowa Wesleyan University
Social Hall (in the Holland Student Center). What would you do if you found yourself and
your family in a strange land, unable to speak to others and with no clear understanding of
what is happening around you? Build your empathy muscles by navigating the challenges
of finding a safe place for your family in this interactive simulated refugee experience as it
offers you a glimpse into the world of displaced people. All youth and adults are invited!
Sponsored by the Henry County Ministerial, the Mount Pleasant Refugee and Immigrant
Assistance Commission, Iowa Wesleyan University, and the Youth Ministry of St. Alphonsus. Participants must register by April 2. Mountpleasantwelcomes@gmail.com or 319-201
-1149.

MISSION TRIP
Are you interested in going on a mission trip? Pastor
Luann has been working with Pastor Jim Stiles of Finley
Chapel to plan a summer mission trip. We will be travelling to the St. Louis area where we will spend time
working with the ministry, Isaiah 58. While there, we
will work in the food pantry as well as on other jobs they may have for us. We will also
spend time working with the children in the Gateway 180 Homeless Shelter, making bread
with the Bridge Bread ministry, and maybe even go to the St. Louis Zoo while there. We
plan to leave Mount Pleasant in the afternoon on Sunday, June 4th, and we will return to
Mount Pleasant on Wednesday, June 7th.
This mission trip will not be for a long period of time, but it will be filled with opportunities to serve, encourage, grow, love, and reach others in the name of Jesus Christ. It
is going to be a wonderful experience!
The cost of the trip is estimated to be around $80 - $100 per person. If you feel led
to go on a mission trip, or if you feel this is something you would like to support in any
way, please contact Pastor Luann as soon as possible for more details.

Change a Child’s Story
Number of books given: 1187
Account Balance $608.89

The new books are here and will soon be in the hands of students to read!!
The Missions Ministry Team, again this year, has approved the Noisy Offering to be
used for this project. If you would like to be a part of this very important ministry,
call the church office at 385-1740.
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1st - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
2nd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
1:00 p.m. - Creed Study
3rd - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm 109
5:30 p.m. - Scouts Rm. 9-11
5:30 p.m. - Scouts F. Hall
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rm 9-11 & F. Hall
4th - Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - Sunnybrook Communion
2:00 p.m. - Staff
5:00 p.m. - Nurture & Outreach Rm. 7
6:00 p.m. - SPRC Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
5th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:00 p.m. - Scout Leaders Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6th - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - Knots of Love
10:00 a.m. - Grace Circle F. Hall
12:00 p.m. - Prayer & Communion Chapel
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 7
7th - Friday
1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Club
8th - Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
9th - Palm Sunday/Noisy Offering
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship in the Sanctuary
1:00 p.m. - Creed Study
2:30 p.m. - New Members at Pastor Deb’s
10th - Monday
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5:00 p.m. - Change a Child’s Story
5:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts Rm. 9-11 & Rec. Rm
11th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff Rm. 109
5:30 p.m. - Missions Rm. 109
6:30 p.m. - Trustees Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Acapella F. Hall
12th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:00 p.m. - Scout Leaders Rm. 9-11
6:30 p.m. - Choir
13th—Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Parent Partners Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Service at
First Presbyterian
14th - Friday
10:00 a.m. - Card Ministry Rm. 109
12:00 p.m. - Way of the Cross
7:00 p.m. - Good Friday Service here at
FUMC
15th - Saturday
2:00 p.m. - Eagle Scout Ceremony
5:30 p.m. - Praise & Fellowship Worship
16th - Easter Sunday
7:15 a.m. - Sunrise Service Chapel
8:00 a.m. - Easter Breakfast F. Hall
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
17th - Monday
9:30 a.m. - CCM Rm. 109
3:00 p.m. - Sub Team Generosity/Stewardship
6:00 p.m. - Generosity/Stewardship Rm. 9-11
18th - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. - Worship Rm. 7
6:30 p.m. - Christian Ed Rm. 109
7:00 p.m. - Acapella

7:00 p.m. - NAMI Rm. 9-11
19th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109
20th - Thursday MESSENGER DEADLINE
5:15 p.m. - Friendship Circle
6:00 p.m. - Cub Scouts Rm. 9-11
6:00 p.m. - Hospice F. Hall
6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Rm. 7
7:00 p.m. - Pleasant Hearts Rm. 111
21st - Friday
1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
22nd - Saturday
9:00 a.m. - Patience Circle
1:00 p.m. - Baby Shower F. Hall
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
23rd - Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship
24th - Monday

5:30 p.m. - Cub Scout Den Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts
25th - Tuesday
2:00 p.m. - Staff
6:00 p.m. - Ad Council Rm. 9-11
7:00 p.m. - Acapella
26th - Wednesday
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. - Choir
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study Rm. 109
27th - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - RIM Rm. 109
28th - Friday
1:45 p.m. - Kid Adventures Rec. Rm.
29th - Saturday
1:00 p.m. - Bowman/Menke Wedding
5:30 p.m. - Praise and Fellowship Worship
30th - Native American Ministries Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Help us grace the sanctuary with lilies and spring flowers for
Easter, April 16th. The flowers may be brought in April 14th and
picked up after the services on Easter Sunday.
Please fill out below if you would like your donation listed in
the bulletin.
In honor of _________________________________________
In memory of _______________________________________
Given by ___________________________________________
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